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Welcome from the Editors

Dear Reader,

We are pleased to announce the release of Volume XV, Issue 1 (February 2021) of Perspectives on Terrorism 
(ISSN 2334-3745). Our independent online journal is an Open Access publication of the Terrorism Research 
Initiative (TRI), Vienna, and the Institute of Security and Global Affairs (ISGA) of Leiden University’s Campus 
in The Hague. All past and recent issues are freely available online at URL: https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/
perspectives-on-terrorism.

Perspectives on Terrorism (PoT) is indexed by JSTOR, SCOPUS, and Google Scholar. Now in its fourteenth 
year, it has nearly 9,400 registered subscribers and many more occasional readers and website visitors in ac-
ademia, government and civil society. The Articles of its six annual issues are fully peer-reviewed by external 
referees while its Research Notes and other content are subject to internal editorial quality control.

The current issue features five Articles. The opening article by Lorne Dawson critically examines whether 
religious motivations have been misrepresented in relation to religious terrorism. The second article by Atal 
Ahmadzai examines the written and audio-visual materials used by the Taliban to motivate and operationalize 
suicide bombings in spite of social and cultural resistance in Afghan society. Next Carlos Igualada and Javier 
Yagüe explain how the practice of declaring bay’ah (taking an oath of allegiance) has helped al-Qaeda and Is-
lamic State pursue global expansion by establishing allegiance relationships with dozens of groups around the 
world. In the fourth article, Ronald Mendoza, Rommel Jude Ong and Dion Lorenz Romano review some key 
legal issues regarding counterterrorism efforts in the Philippines. And in the final article of this issue, Stephane 
Baele, Lewys Brace, and Travis Coan compare the content and discussion of six different /pol boards of “chan” 
forums, identifying how popularity and extreme content can distinguish one from another amid a fragmented 
subculture. 

These articles are followed by two Research Notes. In the first, Jeremiah Asaka examines relationships and 
patterns of interaction between climate change and terrorism. And the second is an extensive inventory of 
institutions and centers in the field of terrorism research, compiled by Reinier Bergema and Editorial Assistant 
Olivia Kearney,

Our Resources section open with the CT-Bookshelf wherein our Book Reviews Editor Joshua Sinai provides 
abbreviated reviews of 8 new publications. This is followed by an extensive bibliography on terrorism in South-
east Asia by Information Resources Editor Judith Tinnes, and an equally extensive bibliography on civilian 
casualties of terrorism and counterterrorism, by Assistant Information Resources Editor David Teiner. Then 
Assistant Editor Brody McDonald provides a bibliography of academic theses on preparedness for, and resil-
ience to, terrorism. The reader will also find in this issue a list of new web-based resources on terrorism and 
related subjects by Associate Editor Berto Jongman and a Conference Calendar compiled by Olivia Kearney. 

Finally, the February issue concludes with some words of appreciation to all the peer reviewers and members 
of the Editorial Board who have contributed their time and effort towards the continued success of this open 
source journal, and a reminder that submissions for the TRI Best Thesis Award competition for the Best Doc-
toral Dissertation on Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism must be received by 31 March, 2021. The articles and 
other texts of the current issue of Perspectives on Terrorism have been edited by Alex Schmid and James Forest, 
the journal’s principal editors. Editorial Assistant Jodi Moore handled proof-reading, while the technical on-
line launch of the February 2021 issue of our journal has been in the hands of Associate Editor for IT Christine 
Boelema Robertus. 

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/perspectives-on-terrorism
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/perspectives-on-terrorism
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Bringing Religiosity Back In: Critical Reflection on the 
Explanation of Western Homegrown Religious Terrorism 
(Part I)
by Lorne L. Dawson

Abstract

An unusual feature of the social scientific study of religious terrorism is the erasure of religiosity as a significant 
motivational factor. This article systematically delineates and criticizes the presence of this peculiar interpretive 
preference, demonstrating that it is methodologically suspect and theoretically and empirically unhelpful. There are 
two parts to the critique. Part I (this article), discusses three foundational aspects of the argument: (1) it delineates 
ten conditions of the critique, to avoid predictable misunderstandings; (2) it specifies three methodological reasons 
for considering the motivational claims of religious terrorists as potentially important and valid data; and (3) it 
surveys the history of the study of religious terrorism to identify some extra-methodological influences that may 
have truncated the analysis of the religious motivations for religious terrorism. Part II (the next article), examines 
three types of arguments commonly used to minimize the role of religiosity in motivating religious terrorism. 
Identifying the arguments by the primary interpretive errors they rely on, some arguments (1) mistakenly treat 
the religious background and knowledge of homegrown jihadists as a sound indicator of their religiosity; others 
(2) inappropriately apply a modern Western normative conception of religion to homegrown jihadists; and some 
arguments (3) rely on an overly dichotomized conception of the relationship of social processes and ideology in the 
process of radicalization. The critique ends with consideration of alternative perspectives, offering a more refined 
conception of the role of ideology, and more specifically religiosity, in the determination of the actions of religious 
terrorists.

Keywords: Al-Qaeda, extremism, ideology, jihadism, radicalization, religion, terrorism, Islamic State (IS)

Introduction

The title of this article may appear ironic. Yet it alludes to a very real problem.[1] Surely religious terrorism is 
about religion in some significant way. This is the assumption underlying much public discourse since 9/11. In 
many social scientific analyses of religious terrorism, however, researchers discount the significance of religion 
as a motivator for religious terrorism. In most cases, they do not explicitly reject the role of religiosity, though 
there are some prominent exceptions that more or less do.[2] On the contrary, most researchers partially 
acknowledge its causal role, yet they persistently minimize its overall significance by categorizing the religious 
motivational claims made by religious terrorists as nothing more than propaganda. They are little more than 
rationalizations offered by perpetrators guided by strategic thinking or driven by deeper impulses. Researchers 
argue, or more often simply assume that these thoughts and impulses are rooted in social, economic, and 
political grievances, which provide a more plausible explanation for the actions of the “religious terrorists.”[3] 
This interpretive stance renders the authenticity and the explanatory value of the terrorists’ own declarations 
of the key role that religious commitments play in determining their actions epiphenomenal.[4] Yet there are 
multiple logical and methodological reasons for doubting the validity of this tendency to eschew the evidentiary 
value of the religious motivational claims made by religious terrorists. 

A handful of commentators and researchers have called out this interpretive problem, but their dissent is a 
minority view in the study of terrorism.[5] The minimization of religious motivations for religious terrorism 
may constitute a systemic bias in the field of terrorism studies. Its expression, however, is anything but 
systematic, and this makes mounting a critique challenging. The pervasive and largely implicit presence of 
the bias also points to the need to engage in a more systematic critical assessment of this issue. The research 
literature on terrorism is replete with specific statements about the limited or negligible explanatory value of 
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religious motivational claims. Testing the validity of these assertions, and their premises, requires the kind of 
close reading of the contexts in which these claims are made that rarely occurs. This study provides a more 
systematic analysis of the ways in which many researchers discount the religious motivations for religious 
terrorism, and argues, alternatively, that the religious motivational claims have a constructive role to play, 
theoretically and empirically, in advancing our grasp of the exact nature of the actions of religious terrorists. 
This interpretive turn is essential to recognizing both the behavioral and strategic consequences of the religious 
motivations for these actions, and hence how they also can be countered most effectively.

The following brief examples illustrate the presence, role, and significance of the bias in question. In her summary 
analysis of the research on “The Root Causes of Terrorism,” Darcy Noricks discusses the results of a classified 
MI5 study of several hundred violent Islamist extremists in the U.K.[6] The findings, as reported in the media, 
surprised many. The MI5 analysts concluded that “a well-established religious identity actually protects against 
violent radicalization,” and that a “large number” of the extremists studied “were discovered to be little more 
than religious novices.” Moreover, “few of those involved in terrorism were brought up in religious households,” 
and finally that “there were large numbers of converts involved; and even the nonconverts were surprisingly 
illiterate about Islam.” Overall, these findings are thought to buttress the claim that jihadist extremism is not 
really about religion. As I will argue, there is little warrant, in principle and empirically, for drawing such a 
conclusion. Such an interpretation is in line, however, with that of other prominent commentators on religious 
terrorism. 

In the Washington Post, Jessica Stern, then-lecturer at Harvard Law School and author of Terror in the Mind of 
God: Why Religious Militants Kill, discussed “Five Myths about Who becomes a Terrorist.”[7] With regard to 
the third myth, “al-Qaeda is made up of religious zealots,” she states:

To the contrary, rank-and-file terrorists who claim to be motivated by religious ideology often 
turn out to be ignorant about Islam. The Saudi Interior Ministry has questioned thousands of 
terrorists in custody about why they turned to violence, and found that the majority did not have 
much formal religious instruction and had only a limited understanding of Islam. According 
to Saudi officials, one-quarter of the participants in a rehabilitation program for former jihadis 
had criminal histories, often for drug-related offenses, whereas only 5 percent had been prayer 
leaders or had other formal religious roles. 

In a recent (Oct. 14, 2019) interview with Lusail TV (Qatar), Ali Soufan, a former FBI Agent, well-known 
global intelligence and security consultant, and author of several popular books on the war on terrorism, said:

When I was in the FBI, I worked in counter-terrorism and I spoke with many people. Let me 
tell you, none of these people joined [extremist] organizations out of belief. They joined them 
for economic, political, and social considerations and the ideology came later. If a person is a 
believer and has strong belief to begin with, then nobody can take advantage of this belief and 
lead him [to terrorism]. So, terrorism has nothing to do with ideology. It has nothing to do with 
religion or ideas.[8]

The denial of the significance of religiosity in motivating religious terrorism could hardly be more emphatic. In 
most cases, it is less so, but the result, in terms of exerting a suppressive influence on the analytic sensibilities 
of researchers and officials, is much the same, even in cases where the evidence is contrary.

Take for example the following passage from Daveed Gartenstein-Ross and Laura Grossman’s frequently cited 
report on homegrown terrorists in the U.S. and the U.K.:

Researchers have provided diametrically opposed views about the role of theology in the 
radicalization of homegrown Islamic terrorists. Five of the six factors that this study identifies 
can provide insight into how the individuals in this study understand their faiths (adoption of 
a legalistic interpretation of Islam, coming to trust only a select and ideologically rigid group 
of religious authorities, viewing a schism between Islam and Western society, displaying a low 
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tolerance for theological deviance, and attempting to impose religious beliefs on others). These 
five factors were found present in the sample frequently enough that it is clearly premature to 
rule out homegrown terrorists’ religious understanding as an important factor in radicalization. 
Indeed, while our data cannot be considered conclusive, it seems to us that the individuals’ 
theological understanding was a relatively strong factor in their radicalization.[9]

The findings of this study of 117 jihadists demonstrates that most of the common and strong behavioral 
indicators of radicalization are religious. Yet the authors are only willing to say that the evidence indicates 
it may be “premature to rule out homegrown terrorists’ religious understanding as an important factor in 
radicalization.” The wording, I suggest, points to the hegemonic status of the view that the religiosity of the 
jihadists does not matter. 

Each of these illustrative statements rests on interrelated and similar claims reflective of the discourse, and 
the underlying logic, I am questioning. Delineating the limitations of other more complex and more subtle 
arguments, which play down the significance of religious motivations, is more challenging. It is necessary, 
however, if we wish to elevate the discussion. Overall, we need to remember that the views of these experts 
constitute a denial of the evidentiary value, if not simply the authenticity, of the countless documents, videos, 
and testimonials authored by jihadists asserting the opposite. There is no reason we should simply believe what 
the jihadists assert, but before categorically dismissing their views, and in ways that are incongruent with the 
treatment of more orthodox expressions of religiosity or political ideology, we need to scrutinize the grounds 
for this dismissal more exactingly. 

There are two parts to this study. Part 1 (this article), delineates three initial and important aspects of the 
argument, systematically addressing foundational concerns rarely broached in discussions of the role of 
religion in motivating religious terrorism. First, to set the stage as carefully as possible, and avoid predictable 
misunderstandings and objections, I delineate 10 conditions of the argument. Second, three methodological 
reasons are provided for conceiving the motivational claims of religious terrorists as potentially important and 
valid sources of data. Third, I survey the shifting history of the study of religious terrorism to identify some 
of the extra-methodological influences that may have distorted and truncated the discussion of the role of 
religious motivations for religious terrorism. In Part 2 (the next article), I first examine three types of arguments 
commonly used, separately and conjointly, to minimize the role of religiosity in motivating religious terrorism. 
Then secondly, I discuss some alternative perspectives, ones that refine how we should conceptualize the role 
of ideology, and more specifically religiosity, in the radicalization of terrorists and their actions. I identify the 
three arguments used to minimize the role of religiosity in terms of the primary interpretive errors they rely 
on. Some arguments (1) mistakenly treat the religious background and knowledge of homegrown jihadists as 
a sound indicator of their religiosity. Other arguments (2) inappropriately apply a modern Western normative 
conception of religion to homegrown jihadists. Yet other arguments (3) rely on an overly dichotomized 
conception of the relationship of social processes and ideology in their conceptualization of the process of 
radicalization. 

As should be clear, but I wish to stress, the argument being advanced is not about whether religion in the 
abstract or Islam specifically is to blame for jihadist terrorism. I am not offering a critique of religion or Islam 
by associating them with terrorism. The focus is much more specific and methodological. It is about whether 
a failure to adequately consider the role of religiosity—the degree of someone’s commitment to the practice 
of a religion—is hindering the development of a comprehensive and accurate understanding of the causes of 
religious terrorism. 

The Conditions of the Argument

Many factors are at play in the controversy over the nature of religious terrorism and the process of radicalization 
more generally. Therefore, it is important to qualify this argument in a number of specific ways, to minimize 
misunderstandings.
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First, the analysis is limited to explanations of the actions of Western homegrown religious terrorists, which 
in the contemporary context largely means jihadists.[10] Much of the argument has larger implications, but 
applying it to other contexts involves consideration of significant cultural, historical, and societal differences 
that exceed what I can address here. Moreover, even in the context of so-called Western societies, there are 
discernible differences (e.g., between France and the United States) in the backgrounds and motivations of 
jihadists that should be kept in mind, but cannot be fully addressed in this analysis. 

Second, the analysis is restricted to understanding the turn to political violence in terms of the “decisional 
calculus preceding potential terrorist action,” rather than the “individual qualities or broad societal processes” 
associated with the radicalization of individuals.[11] The discussion reflects an awareness of debates about 
the broader contextual matters (e.g., the mental health of jihadist terrorists or the role social marginalization 
in fomenting jihadism), but the focus is more restrictive. My concern is how scholars have conceived the role 
of religiosity in becoming a potentially violent jihadist. As Horgan and others have stressed, the processes of 
joining the jihadist movement and deciding to cross the boundary from talk to action—to engage in terrorism, 
domestically or as a foreign fighter—are distinct.[12] Just because someone has become “involved” in a terrorist 
group does not mean they will “engage” in acts of violence. Even more specifically, talk, it seems, is a poor 
indicator of whether someone will engage in violent acts.[13] In arguing, the explanatory value of considering 
the evidentiary value of claims about religiosity, I am not challenging this differentiation. Overall, it will be 
important to determine the nature and the significance of the role played by religiosity in joining an extremist 
movement versus engaging in violence once involved. For the purposes of this initial discussion, however, my 
focus is more broadly on both the cognitions and behavior associated with becoming a terrorist, and the initial 
mobilization into extremism, as well as the decision to perpetrate acts of terrorism.[14] 

Third, a great many voices have participated in the contemporary debate over the role of religion in religious 
terrorism, religious apologists, radical atheists, government officials, politicians, and a diverse set of academics 
from multiple disciplines. This has created a confusing array of arguments and positions. Elsewhere I have 
sought to clarify the possibilities by framing a descriptive typology of existing approaches,[15] based on two 
questions that are implicitly structuring the discussion: whether one thinks religion in general is responsible 
for this kind of terrorism (or not), or just one religion, namely Islam, is especially culpable (or not). Each of 
the types in the resultant fourfold typology has many further subtypes. Here attention is on the fourth type, 
“religion is not to blame and neither is Islam,” and more specifically the third sub-variant of this type, the 
social scientific tendency to minimize the role of religion in terrorism. Given the confusion of voices and 
perspectives participating in the overall debate, though, aspects of the arguments used in the other approaches 
(e.g., religion is to blame, but not Islam) often find their way into the analyses under discussion, and hence my 
counterargument as well. The intent, however, is to keep the focus, as closely as possible, on the one type of 
argument—the social scientific denial of the relevance of religiosity overall. 

Fourth, the erasure of religious claims from consideration in explaining religious terrorism is hard to 
demonstrate empirically. A systematic review of the relevant social scientific literature could be undertaken, 
but this would involve examining hundreds, if not thousands, of books, articles, book chapters, and reports 
published since 9/11. Moreover, it is far from clear that such a review would prove convincing to skeptics, 
since the parameters used to frame the review, and interpret the findings, are unclear at this stage. Lacking 
clarity in this regard, such a review may seem circular and self-fulfilling in nature. Consequently, this analysis 
is more preliminary and involves seeking to clarify the points of contention, and the kinds of arguments used 
to minimize or dismiss the relevance of the claims for the religious motivation for religious terrorism. As such, 
it is an exercise in consciousness raising about the issue and delineation of the parameters of the debate. This 
involves bringing a greater measure of analytical order to a confusing situation by delineating some of the 
thematic ways in which the erasure of religion happens.

Fifth, this analysis hinges on making a distinction between religion and religiosity. My concern is with the 
motivating role of religiosity in jihadist and, hypothetically, other forms, of religious terrorism, and not religion 
per se. The argument is not about whether religion as a social phenomenon, or any one religion, is a source 
of terrorism. That is a discussion pertinent to some of the other types of approaches to the issue of religious 
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terrorism noted above.[16] In making my argument, I refer to how scriptures and other aspects of religious 
ideology are used to explain and justify the actions of religious terrorists, since this demonstrates the presence 
of religiosity. It is irrelevant, however, whether the uses made of these religious materials, whether texts, 
teachings, experiences, myths, or symbols, are legitimate (i.e., meet with the approval of authoritative figures 
or institutions of the religion in question). My concern is with the saliency, strength, and sincerity of the beliefs 
motivating the actions of the terrorists. As I argue elsewhere, “[f]aulty theology is not a reliable indicator of 
degree of religiosity or the primacy of religion in someone’s motivations.”[17] 

Regrettably, this key interpretive distinction is often blurred, or ignored altogether, in many discussions of 
religious terrorism. In Tom Quiggins’ analysis of al-Qaeda’s ideology, for example, he examines “eight main 
themes” in the discourse of jihadists, showing how each is interpreted in nine al-Qaeda books and essays, and 
contrastingly in more classical, mainstream sources.[18] The doctrines analyzed are jihad, bayat, daru Islam, 
unmah, takfir, shaheed, al-wala wal bara, and hijrah.[19] In quick succession, Quiggin considers each concept, 
repeatedly demonstrating that the jihadist use of these ideas deviates from mainstream views. Based on this 
analysis, and in the absence of any other data or argumentation, he concludes: 

the basic grievances of al-Qaeda (real and imagined) are political, not religious. The window 
dressing that is used in the documents is almost always religious, as are the justifications for 
violence. However, problems raised in the texts are those of classic identity politics: oppression, 
poverty, and exploitation are common themes.[20]

As even Quiggins’ superficial analysis of jihadist ideology demonstrates, however, al-Qaeda consistently seeks 
to frame its objectives in religious terms, engaging in an ongoing and sweeping reformulation of fundamental 
doctrines of Islam to explain and justify its actions. Yet this effort in theological innovation is interpreted as 
evidence that al-Qaeda is not really motivated by religion. The logic of this stance is hard to follow. In the 
absence of other information, it seems Quiggin (and the reviewers of his article) think that the motivations of 
the jihadists could not really be religious because their views are either unorthodox or because they are poor 
theologians. Logically, however, that judgment is unwarranted.

Sixth, I am not arguing that religion is the cause of religious terrorism. On the contrary, like many of the 
researchers whose work I criticize, I have sought to understand how persons become religious terrorists in terms 
of a larger set of psychological and social processes focused on identity formation and change, as influenced 
by a variety of context-specific social structural variables.[21] My approach, however, allocates a pivotal role 
to ideology, and in the case of jihadists, more specifically religiosity, in focusing and consolidating the factors 
fomenting extremism. Its role is present throughout the process of radicalization, though in variable ways and 
degrees. In its absence, we would have little reason to be speaking of a process of radicalization, as opposed 
to other kinds of change. The precise role of religious ideas and commitments in the radicalization of each 
individual and group may differ and must be determined on a case-by-case basis. In doing so, an array of types 
of data and contextual factors need to be considered.[22] In some cases, religiosity may play an originating role 
in precipitating a turn toward political violence. In other cases, it may play an operative and mediating role, 
organizing relatively inchoate feelings and thoughts and linking them to specific actions. In still other cases, 
religious claims may only serve as a post-hoc justification for actions primarily driven by other motivations. 
This argument is not about adjudicating between these possibilities, but rather simply that we need to take the 
full range of possibilities into consideration.

Seventh, with others,[23] I am stressing that the religious aspect of this type of terrorism makes a noteworthy 
difference in the behavior of the terrorists, as individuals and groups, and hence in the consequences of their 
actions. Thus, we need to recognize its role in motivating the actions in order to grasp these special and specific 
consequences. As Juergensmeyer stresses, for example, religiously inspired acts of violence constitute ritual 
performances with a symbolic significance.[24]

This means such violence often fails to conform to the dictates of strategic thinking, and hence it is difficult 
to predict, prevent, or counter without entering into the specific mindset of the perpetrators. In the case of 
apocalyptic or even just world-rejecting ideologies, this means imaginatively understanding a worldview that is 
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relatively alien to most of us.[25] We cannot afford, then, to miss the role of this religiosity in seeking to counter 
this type of terrorism or rehabilitate these kinds of terrorists, no matter how difficult it can be to do so.[26]

Eighth, as stated, the actual role of religious beliefs and commitments in the radicalization of terrorists is to 
be determined on a case-by-case basis. It appears that no two individuals radicalize in exactly the same way 
and there is considerable heterogeneity in who becomes a jihadist and how. Minimally, though, we need to 
recognize that many terrorists think their religiosity is one of the primary reasons for their actions. In effect, 
then, it is, until demonstrated otherwise. If we wish to counter this type of terrorism effectively, then we must 
recognize the nature and implications of this self-understanding.[27] To quote an old maxim in sociology: “If 
men [sic] define situations as real, they are real in their consequences.”[28] We cannot afford to sidestep this 
fact of social life for the reasons that will be delineated in Part II of this analysis. 

Ninth, my objective in advancing this critique is not to speculate on why there is an interpretive bias against 
taking religious motivational claims seriously, and why analyses displaying this bias are accepted so readily 
in the field.[29] I cannot know what researchers and readers are thinking, and it is not necessary for my 
constructive ends. While this analysis is polemical, the objective is to improve our understanding of the 
phenomenon of religious terrorism by ameliorating the problem of specificity. When we seek to understand 
why some individuals participate in the process of radicalization leading to violence, the set of explanatory 
conjectures offered—such as political grievances, socioeconomic marginalization, lack of education, mental 
health concerns, religious beliefs, and so on—invariably apply to a wider set of individuals than the few who 
engage in political violence. Wide swaths of the public may hold political grievances, for instance, but only 
a very few will ever turn to violence to address them. Most of the common factors proffered to explain this 
violence lack the specificity to differentiate who will become violent. This problem is endemic to terrorism 
studies,[30] and Sageman suggests this issue may serve as a litmus test for progress in the field.[31] Discounting 
religiosity as an important and independent variable in the motivation of religious terrorism aggravates, rather 
than ameliorates, the specificity problem, since much of the primary motivational data available is prima facie 
religious. This applies to the countless testimonies left behind by jihadist martyrs, and the evidence of their 
online activity, as collected and analyzed by researchers. 

In a study of the Twitter feed of foreign fighters in Syria and Iraq, for example, Jytte Klausen discovered that 
“four out of every five tweets reported from the war zone made references to jihadist dogma.” “We assumed,” 
she says, “that Twitter would lend itself to more practical communications and personal contacts to friends back 
home. As it turned out, this was largely not the case.”[32] As she goes on to comment, “[t]heir Twitter usage is 
surprisingly comparable to the way jihadists used online forums in the Web 1.0 environment.” Both “emphasize 
religious instruction and discussions of jihadist dogma,” and “[t]he continuity of the messaging is striking, 
even as the technology has changed dramatically.”[33,34] Similarly, in their dialogues with Western foreign 
fighters in Syria and Iraq, Dawson and Amarasingam found that they used “religious ideas to comprehensively 
frame their experiences.” Their lives were “saturated with a Salafi-jihadist religiopolitical discourse.”[35] 

Tenth and lastly, the analysis offered in these two articles is preliminary and somewhat programmatic. Terrorism 
studies is still a relatively young science that could benefit from greater knowledge translation—bringing to 
bear information and insights from other fields of study. The objective is to encourage different and more 
sensitive ways of thinking about the nature and relevance of religious motivations for terrorism.[36] To this 
end, the first task is to establish that there is a problem with much of the current thinking in the field.[37] 

Conceiving Religious Motivational Claims as Data

There are at least three interrelated methodological reasons why I am not engaging in mere sophistry in saying 
that much of the primary data available about the motivations of religious terrorists is prima facie religious. 

First, the field of terrorism studies continues to suffer from a lack of primary data, and especially studies 
based on data obtained from interviews, most notably with terrorists.[38] In the social sciences (especially 
anthropology, political science, sociology, and social psychology), one of the most significant kinds of primary 
data available are the accounts people offer for their actions. While such accounts must always be treated with 
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circumspection, especially in some contexts more than others (e.g., interviewing pedophiles versus scientists), 
there is little realistic recourse to relying on these accounts to understand the actions of others. This holds true 
in terrorism studies as well.[39] The accounts are not the exclusive means for understanding someone’s actions 
and in the face of contrary evidence, or accounts that are inconsistent or weak, they are open to questioning. The 
evidentiary value of these accounts cannot be dismissed, however, on some a priori basis, such as because they 
are religious, or they are from persons who have undergone some indoctrination. We can infer the “causes” of 
actions from correlations found in other kinds of data (e.g., statistical patterns, the findings of social scientific 
experiments or brain scans). When those inferences are at odds, however, with the accounts of the subjects of 
study we cannot simply assume the superior explanatory value of the indirect inferences—at least not when 
dealing with motivations. When faced with such divergences in data, researchers often resort, explicitly or 
implicitly, to “false consciousness” arguments. Arguing, however, that the actors lack a proper awareness of 
their motivations is invariably speculative and subject to potential interpretive biases—biases commensurate 
with the very biases presumed to be present in the first-person accounts the researchers are seeking to explain 
away.

Second, it is irrelevant whether the accounts offered are social constructs[40] or even fantastic in nature (as 
understood in multiple ways).[41] As indicated, what matters is whether they instigate and sustain actions. 
In this regard, I suspect some of the reluctance to accord religious motivations a significant role in explaining 
religious terrorism stems from a logical mistake implicit to many efforts to explain religious terrorism. Since 
most social scientists think the ultimate justifications for religious belief are inadequate, they make the 
epistemological mistake of assuming that such false beliefs cannot be the “real” reasons, or causes, for the 
actions. On this basis, they assert that there must be some other real, and probably “latent”, reasons for their 
beliefs and actions.[42] 

This type of reductive reasoning is very common in social scientific approaches to religious phenomena. It 
also has long been the subject of dispute.[43] While rarely explicitly stated, doubts about the reality of the 
objects of religious veneration undergird a skepticism about the veracity of religious claims about religious 
behavior. Consequently, when it comes to religious terrorism, political or even psychological explanations of 
the actions of these terrorists are accorded greater veracity than religious ones, without much in the way of 
argument, because it is assumed nonreligious ways of thinking and behaving are more fundamental and real 
than religious ones. When it comes to explaining human actions, however, there is no sound historical or 
logical reason for making such an invidious comparison, or attributing higher epistemological authority to 
some types of accounts over others. 

In asserting this point, I am speculating, to some degree, about the motives of social scientists studying 
religious terrorism, and I said I would refrain from doing so. The clash of secular and religious sensibilities, 
however, runs through the social scientific study of religion.[44] Moreover, the arguments examined in Part 
II will show that many scholars of religious terrorism appear to be operating with conceptual and normative 
understandings of religion that are at odds with those espoused by the religious terrorists they are studying. 
This means that in their hypothetical dialogue they are literally talking past each other, which results in some 
significant misinterpretations of the data. 

In stating this, I am not simply seeking to avoid reductionism per se. As Daniel Pals states well: “In its basic 
sense a ‘reduction’ is a form of explanation; it arises from the essential (and laudable) desire of all science 
for simplicity in the face of complexity, its search for singularity in the presence of multiplicity.” As such, 
“reduction might well be called the cardinal principle of all science.”[45] In fact, in the face of the problem 
of specificity, I am invoking this “cardinal principle of all science” to justify giving more significance to the 
religious professions of religious terrorists in explaining and countering this type of extremism. 

Some types of reductionism, however, are more problematic—such as claims that entail asserting, explicitly 
or implicitly, that an entire realm of data is explainable in terms of another. “Reduction in this sense tends 
to presume a hierarchy both of phenomena and explanatory theories.”[46] While it is common for terrorism 
scholars to note that the causes of terrorism are multiple, and that we need to take a multifactorial approach to 
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explaining radicalization, there is tendency to treat religious data as decidedly secondary, if not irrelevant, and 
treat other kinds of data as superior and capable of subsuming the religious data. With the evidence at hand, 
however, and in the light of a broader grasp of the historical nature and role of religion, the reverse may be 
true. Political objectives, for example, may be subservient to religious goals and expectations in the decisional 
calculus of religious terrorists. This should not constitute a novel insight in the analysis of religious terrorists, 
but the record of research shows it remains a point of contention.

Third, we need to offset any suspicions we have of the veracity of the claims made by terrorists, and religious 
terrorists in particular, with a reiteration of the methodological imperative to prioritize how the subjects of 
study conceive of their actions. We need to grasp, as sociologists say, their “definition of the situation”. How 
people understand their social context (e.g., shopping, attending church, or going to a rock concert) informs 
their expectations. It influences who they interact with, how, and for what purposes. This in turn shapes their 
self-understanding. This is a core aspect of enacting social life, and hence creating social order and reality. With 
this in mind, Herbert Blumer argued:

“.… if [a] scholar wishes to understand the action of people it is necessary for him (sic) to see 
their objects [i.e., physical, social, and conceptual] as they see them. Failure to see their objects 
as they see them, or a substitution of his (sic) meanings of the objects for their meanings, is the 
gravest kind of error that the social scientist can commit. It leads to the setting up of a fictitious 
world. Simply put, people act toward things on the basis of the meaning that these things have 
for them, not on the basis of the meaning that these things have for the outside scholar. Yet we 
are confronted left and right with studies of human group life and of the behavior of people 
in which the scholar has made no attempt to find out how the people see what they are acting 
toward.”[47]

As Jeffrey Bale suggests, we need to guard against succumbing to “mirror imaging” in studying terrorism. 
Analysts, he argues, will often “project their own ways of thinking, their own values, their own frames of 
reference, and their own fantasies onto [terrorists], including those emanating from very different cultures with 
very different histories and values, instead of trying to view the world from the [terrorists’] own perspectives 
and points of view.”[48] This form of parochialism is most conspicuous in the analysis of individuals who 
profess to live in accordance with a comprehensive religious worldview, and especially an “extremist” one; one 
which deviates dramatically from the dominant social and political norms that the analysts use to construct 
their own social reality. 

This problem continues to loom large in the absence of a sufficient number of interviews with religious 
terrorists, and interviews with sufficient detail. The number of case studies of domestic jihadi terrorists and 
foreign fighters is too limited, and those available continue to rely too extensively on secondary sources—media 
reports, court records, and interviews with the colleagues, friends, and family members of these jihadists. The 
resultant accounts of their motives and actions are very helpful, but also quite incomplete. More often than 
not, materials from such accounts are used to illustrate points rather than provide strong evidence for an 
argument.[49] In most cases, moreover, there is substantial leeway for interpretive discretion, and this state of 
affairs places an even greater onus on us to prioritize and carefully interpret the limited primary data from the 
jihadists themselves that is available. 

To reiterate, though, this does not mean substituting one sort of reductionism for another. The primary data 
are only one source of data and religiosity is but one aspect of a complex mosaic of motivations influencing 
the turn to extremist violence. Its role, in conjunction with other variables, needs to be assessed on a case-by-
case basis. When the individuals under study forcefully declare its relevance, however, we need to be open to 
understanding how and why it may have a significant explanatory role. 

The Shifting Focus of Attention in the Study of Religious Terrorism

To understand why there are problems with the assessment of the religious motivations for religious terrorism 
in terrorism studies it is important to consider the historical context of the analysis of religious terrorism 



10ISSN  2334-3745 February 2021

PERSPECTIVES ON TERRORISM Volume 15, Issue 1

since 9/11. In this limited context, I can only present a potted history from the perspective of a social scientist 
seeking to understand the process of radicalization leading to violence. The excursus highlights some of the 
major shifts in academic attention that likely influenced the analysis of the role of religious motivations for 
terrorism. A more detailed analysis warrants further consideration. 

In the wake of 9/11, analyses of religious terrorism were largely investigative and descriptive in nature. The focus 
was on gathering information about who was attacking Western targets and why. Delineating the beliefs and 
ideologies of the individuals and groups involved was a primary concern. This happened against the backdrop 
of the “clash of civilizations” thesis and a tendency to assume, too simply, that bad actions stemmed from 
bad ideas.[50] There were important exceptions, such as Juergensmeyer’s interviews with religious terrorists 
and Wiktorowicz’s field research with Al-Muhajiroun,[51] but much of the analysis of the motivations of the 
terrorists, especially the 9/11 suicide attackers, tended to focus on the influence of indoctrination, if not some 
kind of brainwashing.[52] Ironically, from this perspective, while the role of the ideology was front and center, 
the ideology itself received little attention. Often it was reduced to a simplistic narrative of irrational hostility 
to the rights and freedoms of Western democracies. 

The onset of the wave of so-called “homegrown” terrorist attacks, such as the 7/7 London bombings in 
2005, sparked interest in developing explanations with more nuance. Attention turned to multifactorial 
understandings of the process of “radicalization” leading to terrorist violence, since most of the perpetrators 
of these attacks received little in the way of systematic training and indoctrination, and probably because they 
were less obviously “other.” The motivational histories of these domestic perpetrators seemed more complex 
and perplexing, and with increasing cognizance of the specificity problem, attention turned to broadening the 
explanatory repertoire beyond the direct influence of an appealing yet simplistic ideology of hate. 

Mounting concerns with fostering Islamophobia, inadvertently or otherwise, also prompted analysts to 
minimize reliance on explanatory frameworks thought to imply too direct a link between terrorism and Islam 
per se.[53] This situation fostered a bifurcation of lines of analysis, separating what could have been done more 
beneficially in tandem. On the one hand, a handful of scholars with appropriate expertise sought to enrich our 
grasp of religious terrorism by more exactingly and comprehensively studying the nature and history of the 
Salafi-jihadist ideology.[54] On the other hand, many scholars, with a more social scientific orientation, started 
studying contemporary jihadism, and formulating theories of Islamist radicalization.[55] 

The shift in attention to the study of the phenomenon of jihadist foreign fighters in Syria and Iraq, from 2012 
onward, especially those traveling from the West, delayed research on the radicalization of homegrown jihadists 
further. Interest and research dollars were diverted to acquiring more descriptive data on how many people 
were joining this jihad, from where, who was going, how they were doing it, and why. Likewise, tremendous 
effort was invested in understanding the nature, rise, spread, and eventual failure of the Islamic State and other 
aspects of the “war against terrorism” in Syria and Iraq. With time, some of the data on the foreign fighters 
began to enter the discussion of radicalization more generally, reinforcing and modifying existing views. 
This research also somewhat reignited the debate over the relevance and significance of ideology, given the 
unprecedented success of the propaganda of the Islamic State. Overall, though, it tended to delay theoretical 
developments in the study of the process of radicalization more generally.

This overall pattern of knowledge development created a somewhat schizophrenic situation in the field of 
terrorism studies that was counterproductive. Social scientific studies are replete with discussions of aspects of 
jihadist ideology, but they rarely reference the detailed analyses provided by the historical and textual analyses, 
and vice versa. Consequently, many studies of the process of radicalization focused on the analysis of the 
social and social-psychological aspects of radicalization, using overly simplistic conceptions of the nature 
of the ideology and the grounds for its appeal, and of the role of the ideology in driving extremism. This 
tendency was reinforced by the simultaneous turn away from attempts to secure a profile of the terrorists[56] 
in favor of investigating the influence of social structural factors, social networks, and small group dynamics 
in determining who radicalizes and how.[57] In key instances, this reorientation resulted in the near exclusion 
of ideology, and hence religion, from consideration as a significant factor in the process of radicalization.[58]
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Overall, this research was instrumental in advancing our understanding of what is happening and why. Social 
identity theory in particular, or more precisely uncertainty-identity theory, came to the fore as a key explanatory 
framework for radicalization.[59] In several influential instances, however, its ascendance marked the furthest 
swing of the pendulum away from the earlier and simplistic stress placed on bad ideas causing bad actions. 
This certainly is the case, in terms of religiosity, with some of the more reductive manifestations that will be 
analyzed in Part II of this study. Only a handful of scholars have called for reconsideration of the pivotal role of 
ideology[60], and more recently, for the fuller integration of insights from the vast literature on the nature and 
functions of ideology.[61] In diverse ways, these authors have started to argue for the integrated study of the 
coevolution of the social and ideological aspects of radicalization leading to violence, both for individuals and 
groups.[62] How this is the case will be traced in Part II of this analysis.

The study of radicalization has long been impacted negatively by a “hermeneutics of crisis management”.[63] 
In many ways, the effort to understand the process has been truncated repeatedly by the emergence of new 
government priorities. In recent years, this has happened again with the understandable demand to develop 
programs to counter and prevent violent extremism (CVE and PVE). In this context, the need to partner with 
affected communities heightened the fear of inadvertently fostering Islamophobia, and the flow of government 
funds generated a large array of studies designed to formulate solutions to the prevention problem well before a 
clear-enough conception, empirically and theoretically, of the process of radicalization was in place. In this way, 
the urgency of the practical demand for CVE/PVE exercised a distorting influence on radicalization research, 
especially with regard to the role of religiosity. It somewhat stigmatized efforts to address this issue, and diverted 
attention from seriously examining the claims made about the primary motivational role of religiosity by the 
terrorists themselves. Attention, quite literally, went elsewhere, and inadequate arguments minimizing the role 
of religiosity passed muster without question. 

Concluding Remarks

The stage is set, then, for a serious consideration of the specific types of arguments commonly used by social 
scientists and other experts on terrorism to dismiss the relevance of religion, and more particularly religiosity, 
in the explanation of religious terrorism, at both the individual and group levels. Such a lengthy preliminary 
analysis is necessary, given the continued reluctance to treat religiosity as a significant factor, and because the 
grounds for entertaining this idea are often misunderstood. Empirically the salience of religiosity is an open 
question that researchers can investigate and debate for every instance of “religious terrorism”; but, theoretically 
and methodologically, there are no strong reasons for accepting Soufan’s assertion that “terrorism has nothing 
to do with ideology. It has nothing to do with religion or ideas.” Similarly, while I agree with Clark McCauley 
and Sophia Moskalenko[64] that “radicalization and terrorism cannot be reduced to the prevalence of bad 
ideas,” it is misleading to further assert “that the ‘center of gravity’ of the jihadist threat is not a radical form 
of Islam.”[65] The precise limitations of such arguments, however, will be the focus of Part II of this analysis. 

In closing, I would like to indicate a few of the curious logical binds faced by those who choose to downplay 
the role of religiosity in motivating religious terrorism. If, as the MI5 study cited in the introduction states, and 
Soufan reiterates, “a well-established religious identity actually protects against violent radicalization,” then 
clearly beliefs and ideas matter. One cannot have it both ways, choosing, on some unstated basis, when they 
matter and when they do not. Similarly, it is common to observe that ex-jihadists rarely abandon their religious 
beliefs and commitments altogether, even when they disengage. It is also common to argue that countering 
violent extremism programs should aim to achieve disengagement rather than full deradicalization, since it 
is so hard to change the ideology of participants. How, then, is it logical to assume that these same religious 
commitments played no significant role in motivating their actions? The evidence in hand, to this point, from 
case studies and large datasets[66], is insufficient to determine, in any precise or generalizable way, when and 
how religious beliefs and commitments are instrumental in the process of radicalization. Are they merely post-
hoc rationalizations for violence, as McCauley and Moskalenko[67] and many others repeatedly assert, or is 
it more common for some kind of personal religious quest, as conjectured by Dawson and Amarasingam and 
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others[68], to precede the turn to political violence? 
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Dying to Live: The “Love to Death” Narrative Driving the Taliban’s 
Suicide Bombings
by Atal Ahmadzai

Abstract

Embracing the tactic of suicide bombings first in 2003, the Taliban in Afghanistan quickly emerged as the leading 
terrorist group in the world that has claimed responsibility for such bombings. Over a period of more than 10 years, 
the group has indiscriminately carried out hundreds of suicide bombings across the country. How have the Taliban 
managed to operationalize one of the most notorious bombing tactics against all the existing social and cultural 
odds of Afghan society? To answer this question, this study, by applying qualitative thematic analysis, examined 
the contents of the Taliban’s written and audio-visual materials on suicide bombings. Two dominant narratives, 
namely “Istish-haadi” [seeking martyrdom] and “love to death,” that are at the core of the Taliban’s produced 
literature on suicide bombings, have supplied the group with dispensable human bombs. These bombers, the study 
concludes, are “dying to live”.

Keywords: Afghanistan, human bombs, martyrdom, political violence, suicide bombings, Taliban bombers, Taliban 
terrorism.

Introduction

Although the history of suicide missions can be traced back to ancient times, suicide bombings are a modern 
form of political violence.[1, 2] These bombings were pioneered in Lebanon in the early 1980s.[3] They soon 
spread to other armed conflicts around the world, including Sri Lanka, Turkey, and Chechnya.[4] However, it 
was only in the post-9/11 world that the incidence of suicide bombings increased exponentially, making sui-
cide bombings the outstanding characteristic of contemporary global terrorism (See Figure 1).

With the initiation of the War on Terror, suicide bombings have systematically transformed from a unique 
form of political violence to a full-blown warfare tactic for terrorist groups. These groups, which include the 
Taliban in Afghanistan, have embraced these bombing tactics to advance their agendas by inflicting unexpect-
ed violence and thereby affecting the political climate.[5]

While terrorist groups easily find and marshal hundreds of individuals to willingly walk or drive toward an 
enemy risking death, the phenomenon of suicide bombings has remained an enigma. To unwrap this enigma, 
scholars have studied different terrorist groups that resorted to the use of this tactic. An overwhelming majori-
ty of these studies are focused on suicide bombings in the Middle East, mainly in Palestine, Lebanon, and Iraq.
[6] However, one group that, somehow, did not attract that much attention, is the Taliban with their suicide 
bombings in Afghanistan.

Only a limited number of studies have looked at the Taliban’s human bombs. Semple studied the case of the 
Taliban’s suicide bombings from the perspective of the group’s ideological orientation and organizational struc-
ture.[7] Williams provides a general commentary on different aspects of the Taliban suicide bombings.[8] The 
United Nations Assistance Mission to Afghanistan (UNAMA) describes Taliban’s suicide bombings mainly 
through the lens of civilian casualties.[9] By utilizing different quantitative approaches, Rome argues that the 
Taliban’s suicide bombers are incompetent and for that reason do not constitute the group’s main strength.
[10] Edwards’ ethnographic approach to suicide bombings in Afghanistan asserts that these bombings have a 
sacrificial orientation.[11]
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Figure 1: Frequency Distribution of Suicide Bombings Per Year (1974-2016)* 

*Source: The graph is based on numbers provided by the Suicide Attack Database of the Chicago Project on Security and Terrorism 
(CPOST) ([Dataset]; accessed 26 April 2016)

The present study explores the motivations that lead Taliban bombers to blow themselves up to kill and destroy. 
The study examines whether Taliban suicide bombers are “dying to win,” “dying to kill,” “dying to expiate,” or, 
paradoxically, “dying to live.”[12]

The article proceeds in four sections. Initially, it briefly describes the methodology used for this study. Subse-
quently, the article explores the particularities of the Taliban’s suicide bombings. Within this section, the author 
sheds light on how the Taliban’s suicide bombings differ from suicide bombings in the Middle East. In the third 
section, the author explores the narratives that are at the core of the Taliban’s suicide bombings. Lastly, before 
ending with a concluding note, the article briefly discusses its findings in the light of the relevant literature.

Methodology

The Taliban [from the Arabic ‘Talib’ = ‘student’, used by adding -‘an’ as plural in Pashtu] have published and 
disseminated materials to justify and promote their suicide bombings. This qualitative explorative study aims 
to analyze the contents of the group’s specific materials on its suicide bombers which are scarce. This is unlike 
the situation in Palestine or in Iraq with the ubiquity of suicide bombers’ farewell letters or their detailed bi-
ographies.[13, 14] To cope with such scarcity, this study mined any type of relevant materials that the Taliban 
have published, including written (manifestos, books, articles, and poems), verbal (sermons/preaching, bal-
lads) and visual (preoperational proclamation and warfare promotional clips) sources. 

Data Mining and Cleaning
Government and Internet media counter-terrorism measures have made Jihadi electronic prints notoriously 
unstable.[15] To overcome this challenge in the data mining process, the study conducted a web-based search 
of the Taliban’s official and affiliated websites as well as a general web search. In total, 19 of the Taliban’s official 
and affiliated websites (See Table III) and tens of non-affiliated websites were explored. In addition, this study 
also used YouTube and Facebook, primarily to mine relevant audio-visual materials of the group.
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Given the ephemeral and migratory nature of the Taliban’s electronic print, it took this study three years (from 
March 2016 to April 2019) to periodically explore, identify, and scrap the Taliban’s official and affiliated web-
sites and social media accounts. In addition, the instability of the group’s media outlets made it difficult to iden-
tify a specific coverage time period for the search. To overcome this problem, the author of this article decided 
to arrange the search and scraping processes periodically/in waves. Over the course of three years, a total of 
six waves of websites identification, searching, and scraping episodes were conducted. In total, most scraped 
materials were published or republished between 2012 and 2019 by different outlets. 

The searches were conducted in Pashtu, Dari (Farsi), Urdu, Arabic, and English. Key search words and phrases 
were translated from one language to another during the data mining process. Subsequently, for redundancy, 
the key terms and words were conjugated with other terms and phrases that have recursive usage for suicide 
bombings in mainstream and social media outlets.

In total, thousands of pieces of materials containing the key search words and phrases were mined. Most of 
these materials were reproduced and republished in multiple sources. For that reason, the first step of data 
cleaning was to address multiplicity by identifying and discarding duplicate materials. The second phase of 
data cleaning focused on identifying materials that were produced by the Taliban and their affiliated sources. 
For that purpose, ‘medium of dissemination’ was used as the key identification marker. Only materials that 
were published and disseminated by the Taliban’s official and affiliated websites were included in the corpus. 
The organization’s logo was used as the identification marker for visual materials.

The Corpus
In total, 50 items, including 2 books, 16 articles/commentaries, 2 of the Taliban’s codes of conduct, 21 suicide 
bombers’ proclamation clips, and 9 audio sermon/preaching clips were identified as the corpus of this study.
[16]

In the last 10 years, at least, much has been written in Pashtu, Dari/Farsi, Arabic, and even Urdu languages 
about the suicide bombings of the Taliban. However, this body of literature is not or cannot be directly related 
to the group. This study rigorously collected, carefully screened, and robustly processed a portion of the liter-
ature that can be verifiably related to the Taliban. As a result, this study considers the corpus as the universe of 
the Taliban’s publications on their suicide bombings. This corpus represents the period between 2012 and 2019.

A reporting bias relevant to the contents of the corpus must be acknowledged. This study assumes that the 
Taliban may have more recorded preoperational proclamation clips of their suicide bombers than those that 
the group has released. During data processing, it became evident that the group is highly selective in releasing 
clips, using only those suicide bombers who have targeted military installations or personnel. Most bombers 
who have targeted populated and urban areas remained unreported. Such a reporting bias resulted in the in-
clusion of a limited number of preoperational clips in the corpus, which may have quantitative effects on the 
analyses of the study. However, given the thematic similarities among the preoperational clips in the corpus, 
this study assumes that the qualitative impacts of the reporting bias on the analyses of this study are minimal, 
if any at all. 

Subsequently, the study classified the contents of the corpus into two folders. First, the “Taliban Official” folder 
included materials reflecting the Taliban’s official standing on suicide bombings, including the books, articles/
commentaries, preaching clips, and military operational promos. Second, the “Suicide Bombers” folder con-
tained materials related to the suicide bombers—the preoperational proclamation videos.

Analyzing the Data
By applying a qualitative thematic analysis method, this study seeks to comprehend the motives behind the 
bounded system of the Taliban’s suicide bombings. Operationally, thematic analysis identifies patterns and 
trends within a set of qualitative data.[17] As such, the method is intended to explore the underlying themes 
and narratives in the Taliban’s suicide bombings literature. Practically, pertaining to the contents of extremist 
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media, thematic analysis gives more significance to the language used in the construction of the given ideas and 
narratives.[18] This distinctive ability of the method allows the study to analyze the use and types of language 
that the Taliban and their suicide bombers use in their written and spoken materials. This specific method has 
been used by Macnair & Frank (2017), Khosravi et al. (2016), and Goerzig & Al-Hashimi (2015) to study the 
contents of extremist/Jihadi media.[19–21]

Initially, the audio and video clips were transcribed. To avoid losing meaning, none of the pieces in the corpus 
were translated. Subsequently, four categories, namely Justification, Occupation/Invasion, Criticism, and Mis-
cellaneous, were identified in the transcripts of the “Taliban Official” folder. Similarly, four categories, name-
ly Life, Occupation/Invasion, Afterlife, and Miscellaneous, were identified in the transcripts of the “Suicide 
Bombers” folder. After identifying the categories with colour schemes, coding was applied to each coloured 
text. Subsequently, each section of the coded text was extracted from the documents and compiled in a new 
document named after the specific category. Four new documents, namely Justification, Invasion, Criticizing, 
and Miscellaneous with a suffix of “Taliban Official,” were created from the transcript in the “Taliban Official” 
folder. The same number of documents, namely Life, Invasion, Afterlife, and Miscellaneous with a suffix of 
“Taliban Bomber,” were created from the transcripts in the “Suicide Bombers” folder. By size, the heaviest 
(worded) document within the “Taliban Official” folder was “Justification,” followed by “Criticizing,” “Miscella-
neous,” and “Invasion.” Similarly, in the “Taliban Bomber” folder, the heavy-worded document was “Afterlife,” 
followed by “Life,” “Miscellaneous,” and “Invasion.” 

In the next stage, different themes were identified within each of the Category Documents. The “Miscella-
neous” and “Invasion” categories did not show any specific themes and the contents were widely scattered 
around different issues and topics, including but not limited to the “hardship the Prophet suffered,” “the suffer-
ing of Muslims,” “message to family,” “the movement of Taliban,” and the “sacrifice of Taliban.”

In the last phase of the analysis, the author examined each thematic area for the existence of underlying rea-
soning and narratives. The study focused on identifying the type, nature, and ubiquity of the reasons used in 
the identified themes. In each theme, a given reasoning or narrative was identified and highlighted. At the end, 
authoritative/religious reasoning exclusively based on sacred scripts (the Quran and Hadith) and stories, large-
ly imaginative, emerged as the two main underlying reasons used in the different thematic areas.

Characteristics of the Taliban’s Suicide Bombings

The birth of the Taliban’s post-9/11 insurgency is in parallel with their embrace of suicide bombings.[22] In 
2003, the group introduced this tactic in Afghanistan by carrying out its first attack in the capital Kabul.[23, 
24] Before this, no evidence exists to suggest the use of this tactic by any domestic actor at any time in the pro-
longed warfare history of the country. Similarly, this study did not trace any evidence indicative of the Taliban 
resorting to suicide bombings prior to 2003. In addition to consulting other sources, the present study system-
atically reviewed the online repository of the Taliban Source Project (TSP) but found no evidence suggesting 
that the group has mentioned, discussed, or even promoted suicide bombings, in an array of terminology, 
between the period of 1994 and 2003.[25] 

Subsequently, the group quickly created an infrastructure to train suicide bombers; plan and execute attacks 
and generate high-quality propaganda materials.[26] Based on the Robert Pape’s CPOST data that was accessed 
in April of 2016, in more than a dozen years (2003–2015), the Taliban emerged as the leading terrorist organi-
zation in the world that has claimed responsibility for the most suicide bombings.[27] Out of the total 5,430 
suicide bombings that 104 terrorist groups have carried out across the globe since 1981, the Taliban claimed 
774 (14.25% of the total) of them; only second to the 2,520 unclaimed bombings (See Table 1 in the Annex).
[28] Similarly, analysis of the Global Terrorism Database (GTD) data (1970–2018) reveals that second to Iraq, 
Afghanistan has the highest number of suicide bombings, with 1,339 or 19.1% of the total 7,011 carried out 
since 1970 (See Table 2a in the Annex).[29] This positioned Afghanistan as having the second-highest number 
among the 49 countries where the most suicide attacks were carried out.[30] 
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Figure 2: Categorizing and Thematic Analysis 

From a strategic perspective, the introduction and the rapid expansion of suicide bombings within the Afghan 
theatre of operation is critical. Some scholars considered this transfer from the Middle East an alarming and 
dramatic strategic shift in global terrorism.[31, 32] However, paradoxical to this strategic significance, the 
case of the Taliban’s suicide bombings has not attracted the required scholarly attention. This case has largely 
remained in the shadow of the most-studied cases of suicide bombings in the Middle East.

At both policy and strategic levels, any comprehension of the Taliban’s suicide bombings based on over-gener-
alized conclusions of suicide bombings in the Middle East is problematical and in the end misleading. Such an 
approach may have helped in a preliminary exploration of the Taliban’s “human bombs,” but it cannot amount 
to an in-depth and robust understanding of this rapidly expanding case of extreme political violence.

The dynamics of the two cases—suicide bombings in the Middle East and those in Afghanistan—are different 
and so are nature and circumstances surrounding suicide terrorism in these two distinctive theatres of oper-
ation. The cultural, historical, and strategic attributes and contexts of the two geographic regions need to be 
taken into consideration. These distinctive characteristics indicate a stark contrast between the dynamics of 
these two cases.

Differentiating the Taliban’s Suicide Bombings from Those in the Middle East
First and foremost, the existence of a customary value system in Afghanistan facilitates a social and cultural 
context that is different from that in the Middle East. The Pashtunwali code of conduct, in addition to other 
aspects of life, has shaped the warfare conduct and ethos of Afghans. (For more on Pashtunwali, see: Barfield 
2010 [33] and Habibi 1962.[34]) 

Unlike in the Middle East, where strategic implications of suicide terrorism overshadowed its normative and 
legal aspects, in Afghanistan these bombings are scrutinized based on the traditional code. The Taliban, in-
spired by their fundamentalist religious orientation, disregard the traditional warfare ethos. As a result, they 
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have based their conduct of warfare on extremist religious thoughts and interpretations. This fundamentalism, 
including the use of suicide bombings, is largely imported from the Middle East.[35–37]

For example, one of the warfare norms of Pashtunwali that defies the conduct of committing suicide in warfare 
is “Tura”, Literally meaning ‘sword,’ this notion in warfare demands bravery by fighting face-to-face, not even 
under the cover of the night.[38] Inflicting indiscriminate violence by trickery tactics in the battlefield [the two 
defining characteristics of suicide bombings] is considered as cowardice.[39] More specifically, in Pashtunwali, 
bravery is not defined by dying in war. Metaphorically, it is the nature and place of the wound—the one that 
indicates face-to-face engagement—that defines a warrior’s bravery.[40, 41]

Secondly, dying in warfare or for any given cause, per se, is not a virtue of warriorship in Pashtunwali. In the 
Middle East, this may have been a value within some cultural groups (see Ergil 2000[42]). Here is where a fine, 
yet critical distinction, between simply dying for a cause and fighting for a cause to the extent of death must be 
made. In dying for a cause, the virtue is in dying. In fighting to death for a cause, however, the virtue is the cause 
that needs to be defended to the extreme limit. Pashtunwali promotes defending specific causes and values in-
cluding, but not limited to, individual and collective dignity and honor to the extent of death. This distinction 
has made the practice of embracing death without a fight—characteristic of suicide bombings—unpopular 
within Afghan traditional warfare ethos. Traditional Afghans will indeed fight to the death, perceiving this as 
an honorable deed; however, their warrior ethos does not normally include killing themselves deliberately.[43]

These cultural values have facilitated a critical and hostile public mindset toward suicide bombings. On the 
other hand, in the Middle East, at least in some theatres of operation such as Palestine and Iraq, the existence of 
public support toward suicide bombings is well documented (See [44–50]). The overall social aversion against 
suicide bombings in Afghanistan can be illustrated by the fact that when the Taliban first resorted to suicide 
tactics, many Afghans refused to accept that the performers of these attacks were Afghans.[51]

This shows that the Taliban has operationalized their suicide bombings in a strategic milieu with strong social 
and cultural aversions toward killing oneself in war. For these reasons, the Afghan resistance groups fighting 
against the Soviets in the 1980s avoided the use of suicide bombings. Although thousands of Arab fighters 
from the Middle East and North Africa with Salafi Jihadist ideology and familiar with suicide terrorism joined 
the Afghan Mujahideen to fight against the Soviets, these foreign fighters were not allowed to diverge from the 
local cultural/traditional warfare ethos. However, post 9/11, the Taliban’s new warfare ethos based on a fun-
damentalist interpretation of Islamic law, put into question some traditional values and conducts.[52] In order 
to operationalize their suicide bombings in a social and cultural context that is hostile to using suicide missions 
in warfare, the Taliban had to rely on more psychological and ideological interventions and arrangements.

Based on the mentioned differences, inferring comprehensions about the Taliban’s suicide bombings from 
the conclusions drawn from suicide bombings in the Middle East is not conclusive, but rather based on over-
stretched and stylized facts. To understand the Taliban’s suicide bombings, the phenomenon must be studied 
and treated as an independent case, surrounded by distinctive social and cultural circumstances including the 
Afghan cultural resentment to suicide bombings.

Taliban’s Written and Spoken Materials on Suicide Bombings 

The Taliban’s approach to cope with the social resentment toward suicide bombings is systematic. In addition 
to disseminating materials, they have included relevant guidelines on suicide bombings in their official code of 
conduct—the Layeha (For the translated Layeha, see; Clark 2011[53]). In general, the group has disseminated 
written, verbal, and visual materials. 

The written texts are mostly conceptual contents, including three books that are rich in religious script and are 
intended to provide moral-legal legitimacy.[54–56] The conceptual materials heavily rely on complex religious 
reasoning, which suggest that they are not likely intended for public consumption, but rather for religiously 
informed debates. The Taliban’s initial written work on suicide bombings originated from Arab Jihadi sourc-
es. In 2004, soon after adopting suicide bombings as one of the insurgency’s main warfare tactics, the Taliban 
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translated and disseminated Yusuf Al-ayeri’s book on martyrdom-seeking operations. In this booklet, Al-ayeri, 
the founder of Al-Qaeda in the Arab Peninsula, inferred the claimed legitimacy of suicide bombings from 
Islamic sources. In addition to other sources, his work is dependent on the writings of Ibn Taymiyyah. This 
medieval-era controversial Islamic theologian wrote extensively on the legal and moral aspects of Jihad-related 
issues, including its obligatory rather than optional status, killing oneself, civilian casualties, and executing 
traitors (see; Ibn Taymiyyah (1995).[57]).

Contrary to the written materials, the audio recordings of sermons of the group’s ideologues, preachers, and 
sympathizers are simple in language and are emotionally enhanced and value-laden. These speeches use both 
religious and mundane/strategic reasoning and are largely intended for public consumption. The visual con-
tents that include the group’s operational promos and the suicide bombers’ preoperational proclamations are 
the only sources that directly depict suicide bombers talking about these operations. 

Comparing to the frequency of their suicide bombings, the Taliban seldom releases the proclamation clips of 
their suicide bombers. In addition, the group does not practice writing farewell letters or producing detailed 
biographies of the bombers. This is different in Palestine, where writing farewell letters among the suicide 
bombers is common.[58] This may have two reasons. First, to avoid public scrutiny. Tactically, the group does 
not take ownership and claim responsibility of suicide bombings that target public places with massive civil-
ian casualties. Secondly, due to the strong social and cultural hostility/aversion toward suicide bombings, the 
group safeguards the bombers’ relatives and family from possible social resentment by not releasing most of 
their suicide bombers’ proclamations.

The Underlining Narratives

This study has uncovered the existence of two dominating narratives that the Taliban have used to promote 
their suicide bombings. The first is an explicit narrative of “Istish-haadi”,[59] while the second is an implicit 
“love to death” narrative. 

1. The Istish-haadi [Seeking Martyrdom] Narrative

Since its establishment as a religious militant group in 1994, the raison d’être of the Taliban’s political ideology 
has been to establish the rule of the divine. It is practically and theoretically not feasible to distinguish what is 
political for the group and what is religious. They have consistently justified their ideology/political thoughts 
and warfare ethos and conducts based on the interpretations and narratives they derive from scripture—the 
Quran and the Hadiths. This also goes for the Taliban’s arguments with regard to suicide bombings—these are 
exclusively based on religious doctrines.

To assert the moral-legal legitimacy of suicide bombings, the Taliban has exclusively based its reasoning on 
the notion of martyrdom/Shahada in Islam. From the notion of Shahada, they inferred the narrative of mar-
tyrdom-seeking or Istish-haad. This narrative is frequent in their materials. In fact, the group officially named 
their suicide bombings as “Istish-haadi” [martyrdom-seeking] attacks. At the core of this narrative is the debate 
on Intehar and Istish-haad.

The Intehar )انتحار( and Istish-haad )استشهاد(Debate

The Taliban’s written literature on suicide bombings revolves around the two notions of “Intehar” and “Is-
tish-haad.” Intehar )انتحار( is an Arabic term that is widely used for “suicide.” It also is a well-known and broad-
ly used term in Pashtu and Dari (Farsi); the two main languages in Afghanistan. On the other hand, Istish-haad 
 also an Arabic word, means “seeking martyrdom.” This is not a commonly used term but is widely ,)استشهاد(
known among religious scholars.

The teaching on suicide in mainstream Islamic jurisprudence is clear: there is a broad-based consensus within 
all branches and sects of Islamic jurisprudence regarding the legal status of committing suicide, it is forbidden.



24ISSN  2334-3745 February 2021

PERSPECTIVES ON TERRORISM Volume 15, Issue 1

[60] In their writings, the Taliban do not contest this. Quite the reverse, the group explicitly denounces suicide 
as a sinful conduct that is religiously outlawed and prohibited.[61] However, the debate does not end there. 
To provide a full explanation on the issue, the Taliban explored: What constitutes suicide (Intehar)? and, Are 
suicide bombings suicide?

To answer these questions and to differentiate between “Intehar” and “Istish-haad,” the Taliban apply a her-
meneutic approach by deriving different meanings from religious texts, differentiating their suicide bombings 
from killing oneself.

The group argues that the fundamental reason for the prohibition of suicide in Islam is not the act of killing 
oneself per se, but the cause(s) behind the killing. The debate revolves around the mundane and the sacred. If 
killing oneself is a result of existential problems, including material or emotional attachments or despair, then 
the act is considered “Intehar,” which is a vice.[62] They argue that as humans owe their life/existence to the 
divine, individual human beings do not own it and thereby, they do not have any right to either end or waste 
it for materialistic and mundane reasons.[63] Materialistic association with life is considered a deviation and 
killing oneself is forbidden because it indicates a materialistic and emotional association to life.[64] 

For the Taliban, it is not the inherent value of life that led to the prohibition of suicide, but rather the devia-
tion from the celestial purpose of life. However, if the reasons for killing oneself relate to nonexistential and 
divine circumstances—engaging in jihad—then giving up on life is considered Istish-haad.[65] Based on such 
reasoning, the Taliban oppose referring to their suicide bombings as “suicide attacks” and instead call them 
Istish-haadi [martyrdom-seeking] attacks.

Citing global Jihadist sources, the Taliban argue that giving up on life for religious purposes constitutes a 
deep-rooted tradition in Islam, and that the legitimacy of Istish-haad is attested by the sacred texts. They de-
nounce mainstream Islamic authorities and scholars who have condemned and edicted suicide bombings as 
religiously outlawed.[66–68] The Taliban claims that as the legitimacy of Istish-haad is explicitly proven in 
sacred texts, its legal status is therefore beyond opinion, consensus, and reasoning.[69–72]

Sources of Legitimacy

The Taliban resort to two sources to claim the legitimacy of their suicide bombings. First, by authoritative 
reasoning based on the [interpretations of] scripture. Secondly, by applying a circular reasoning that revolves 
around Jihad, Martyrdom, and Istish-haad. 

Authoritative Reasoning: The Taliban’s standing on the moral and legal legitimacy of suicide bombings is as-
sertive. They claim that such legitimacy is well-grounded in the sacred texts, therefore there is no room for 
further reasoning. They frequently cite the following Hadith with a decontextualized interpretation as a source 
of legality. The Hadith reads (translation):

The Prophet said, “By Him in Whose Hands my life is! Were it not for some men amongst the 
believers who dislike to be left behind me and whom I cannot provide with means of conveyance, I 
would certainly never remain behind any Sariya’ (army-unit) setting out in Allah’s cause. By Him in 
Whose Hands my life is! I would love to be martyred in Allah’s Cause and then get resurrected and 
then get martyred, and then get resurrected again and then get martyred and then get resurrected 
again and then get martyred (Sahih al-Bukhari Book 56, Hadith 15).

In addition, the Taliban also cite the following very similar Hadith to support the claim that seeking martyr-
dom is religiously recommended as an ultimate goal. It reads (in translation):

Allah’s Messenger said, “By Him in Whose Hand my life is, I would love to fight in Allah’s cause and 
then get martyred and then resurrected (come to life) and then get martyred and then resurrected 
(come to life) and then get martyred, and then resurrected (come to life) and then get martyred and 
then resurrected (come to life).” Abu Huraira used to repeat those words three times and I testify 
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to it with Allah’s Oath (Sahih al-Bukhari (Book 94, Hadith 1).

The Taliban has borrowed numerous similar Hadiths from global Jihadists and Salafi sources that claim legit-
imacy of suicide bombings based on holy scripture. Unlike mainstream Islamic jurisprudence that provides 
highly contextualized interpretations and meanings of the sacred texts, the Jihadist sources, and for that rea-
son, the Taliban, take recourse to literal and decontextualized meanings. 

Circular Reasoning: The group also infers the legitimacy of suicide bombings by applying a circular reasoning, 
which links jihad, martyrdom, and suicide bombings in a complicated and confusion-inducing logic. The fal-
lacy includes justifying the effectiveness of suicide bombings in terms of inflicting violence on the adversaries.
[73] Subsequently, they construct the jihad-martyrdom-suicide bombing nexus (See Figure 3). 

Figure 3: Illustration of Taliban’s Circular Reasoning Used as an Instrument for Legitimizing Suicide Bombings

The argument starts with insisting the necessity and obligation of Jihad due to the helpless circumstance of 
Muslims in different parts of the world. The argument continues by promoting martyrdom as the desired 
and divinely recommended outcome of Jihad and a divinely recommended conduct.[74] Subsequently, the 
argument focuses on proving suicide bombings to be the only conduct with certain and unescapable probability 
of inducing martyrdom.[75] By referring to the uncertainty of becoming martyred during conventional warfare 
engagements, Taliban preachers encourage their fighters to adopt suicide tactics as the most practical path for 
realizing the sense of urgency of martyrdom. 

Only the martyred are the ones who succeeded. Survival in the battle is a vice…. We don’t know 
if we will die cursed or blessed. Only embracing the Istish-haad is the salvation…and you all 
should promote [it] among your families and offspring.[76]



26ISSN  2334-3745 February 2021

PERSPECTIVES ON TERRORISM Volume 15, Issue 1

Istish-haad Is Not Sacrifice
The Taliban’s interpretation of suicide bombings goes beyond the notion of sacrifice. Two factors, the ownership 
of life and the source of the decision of giving up on life, differentiate their conceptualization of suicide 
bombings from that of sacrificial conduct. The Istish-haadi narrative is based on the ontological assertion that 
the soul and body of human beings, and for that reason of suicide bombers, is owned by the divine.[77] Thus, 
suicide bombers do not own their lives nor souls. This invalidates the notion of sacrifice, as ownership of the 
sacrificial gift is principally and practically the prerequisite in offering the sacrifice. As life does not belong to 
the bombers, they cannot sacrifice what is not theirs.

The second element that differentiates the Taliban’s suicide bombings from sacrifice is the decision to carry out 
the act. While sacrifice is often voluntary, the Taliban asserts that choosing the subject for a suicide bombing is 
not the decision of the bomber, but of the divine. Therefore, the decision can neither be contested nor denied 
as the attack is not the killing of oneself, but rather the obligation to carry out a decision made otherworldly.

This argument constructs a special and chosen identity for the bomber. The Taliban argues that to be chosen 
for giving up life for the rule of the divine is a privilege that not everyone is entitled to, but only those who are 
chosen.[78] To support this claim, the Taliban’s sources narrate a verse from the Quran, which reads that God 
makes martyrs among you (Cf. chapter 3, verse 140 in the Quran).[79]

Consequently, the Taliban infers that carrying out suicide bombings is a practice of trading off the earthly life 
for the one hereafter. However, humans do not have the will to make this choice. It is the exclusive right of the 
divine to choose subjects for such a transaction. This divine selection, in addition to shaping a chosen identity 
for the bombers, constructs a sense of inevitable obligation. The suicide bombers, who are already overwhelmed 
by their chosen status, become indebted to follow up with the decision. The status that is promised to suicide 
bombers in response to the trade-off is not immortality, but satisfied eternity. Within Islamic teaching, the 
immortality in the hereafter is universal for everyone. However, trading off life by committing suicide leads to 
a state of satisfied eternity.[80–82]

2. The ‘Love to Death’ Narrative

Analyzing the Taliban’s material on suicide bombings also reveals the existence of a “love to death” narrative. 
An extreme version of this narrative is characterized by a disdain for life and a love for death. Messages that 
discourage the love of life and glorify death are plentiful and explicit in the Taliban’s materials, especially 
in their preoperational proclamations. In the following excerpt from a clip, the bombers fervently speak of 
their experience as a journey toward the ultimate reality—from the illusive life to a satisfied eternity. While 
discouraging any attachment with the earthly being, the bombers passionately talk about the hereafter: 

“… to my [family], when you hear about my martyrdom do not express sorrow but jubilation, as I 
am returning [the life] back without wasting and investing it in this vice [world]….”[83]

They explicitly appeal to giving up on loving life through embracing death, as any attraction toward, or 
attachment with, earthly life is a divergence and deviation from the ultimate reality:

“How can serving yourself, country, home, kids… justify your [earthly] existence in hereafter? …
it is not late; come on! Follow this path [suicide]….”[84] 

In addition, the willingness to detach from life and embrace death is promoted as the exclusive strength of 
Muslims’ youth’s force: 

“The true lovers are those who celebrate the message of their death as good news, their pride, and 
their triumph…They [suicide bombers] know what to love….” [85] 

However, the Taliban does not consider the “love to death,” narrative as nihilistic, but rather portrays it as a 
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path toward the ultimate reality. Their bombers predominantly and ardently talk about an alternative realm 
that is beyond the dimensions of time and space. They preach that the worldly existence is not real but rather 
an illusion and a wearisome ordeal; and that embracing death is the journey toward the true existence. They 
sound convinced that what they are chosen for—suicide bombing—will end such an ordeal:

“…so, be careful! Shall not be deceived by the colours of the life; shall not be shackled by the love of 
materials, offspring, and loved ones. All these are contemptuous. Hence! Move towards the battle 
fields and run towards those paradises that are as expanded as skies and….”[86]

These bombers seem ecstatic. They speak of an alternative state, induced by the fact that they will soon transition 
to an ultimate reality, one that will allow them not to feel the pain and hardship of existence.[87] Such an 
alternative understanding of life and existence is a recurring theme in the clips of suicide bombers: 

“My brothers! There won’t be any worries, all the pains and problems of this life will go forgotten...
my appeal to all believers! Who want to get satisfaction and peace, come and join us, you will get 
the eternal peace.”[88] 

In their proclamations, Taliban suicide bombers convey their message with a pleasant and satisfied demeanour. 
In addition, the visual effects used to enhance the clips made the images of the bombers more radiant. The 
explicit speech and the clear outlook of the bombers implicitly exudes a state of satisfaction and peace. The 
bombers express satisfaction in being the chosen one for trading off the illusive state of existence on earth with 
the real, satisfied, and eternal one. The intention is to convey the message that the opportunity of Istish-haad 
that is bestowed upon these bombers induces such satisfaction and peace.

Discussion

The Taliban’s conceptual work on suicide bombings is not original. On the contrary, they recycle the radical 
Islamists and Salafi literature of the Middle East. These sources have inferred the claimed moral and legal 
legitimacy of suicide bombings from controversial Islamic literature whose history goes as far back as the 
medieval times, in particular the controversial 13th-century Islamic theologian Taqi-u-Din Ibn Taymiyyah, 
who has remained a major point of reference within the global Jihadist literature, and for that reason, also in 
the Taliban’s writings on suicide bombings. In the 18th century, Ibn Abdul Wahab of the Najd, the founder of the 
Salafi/Wahabi school of thought, has built upon the work of Ibn Taymiyyah.[89, 90] This challenges Edwards’ 
assertion that Abdullah Azam, the ideologue of the Arab fighters during the Afghan Jihad in the 1980s, was 
the one who provided a scriptural basis for the promotion of martyrdom and killing oneself and civilians in 
Jihad.[91] Azam simply tried to contextualize the existing controversial literature to the realities of the late 20th 
century.

Although Arab fighters have promoted and encouraged martyrdom operations, the question that remains 
unanswered is why suicide bombings could not hold their ground during the Afghan Jihad against the Soviets 
in the 1980s. While the Jihadist and Islamists were using suicide bombings in Lebanon and later in Palestine 
in the 1980s, their peers in Afghanistan simply did not. Why? Edwards could not provide an explicit answer to 
this question. However, the differences in the ideological and cultural orientations of the Arab fighters and the 
Afghan Mujahideen should have prevented the former in operationalizing their tactic of suicide bombings on 
the Afghan front.

Ideologically, the disconnect between the Arab fighters and the Afghan Mujahideen was obvious.[92] Largely 
being followers of Hanafi jurisprudence, the Afghan Mujahideen, including their mainstream Sunni scholars 
of the original Deobandi school of thought, were not accommodating the radical doctrines of Ibn Taymiyyah 
and Abdul Wahab that Azam was preaching. In addition to the doctrinal disconnect, culturally, the warfare 
ethos of the Afghans stood in stark contrast with that of the Arab fighters. This may have caused the absence of 
suicide tactics during the Jihad era. Johnson argues that the absence of suicide missions in Afghanistan before 
the Taliban was due to the cultural aversion of Afghans to suicide.[93]
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However, with the radicalization and proliferation of Pakistani Madrasas, the ideological orientation of the 
Deobandi school of thought in Pakistan has shifted. The process that was initiated in the late 1970s by the 
Pakistani dictator General Zia with financial support from the Saudis and the United States was aimed at 
broader strategic goals.[94] This ultimately caused the emergence of a new generation of Pakistani and Afghan 
Deobandi Ulema (religious scholars), including the Taliban, whose ideological orientation is guided by radical 
Islamist doctrines.

The contents of the Taliban’s literature on suicide bombings, including the constructed narratives—‘love to 
death’ and Istish-haadi—and their underlying reasoning, confirm the group’s radical ideological shift. Gopal 
and van Linschoten (2017) argue that over the past two decades, the Taliban’s ideology has transformed from 
‘traditionalist’ Islam to a form of political Islam espoused in the Arab world.[95] Similarly, Giustozzi (2007) 
asserts that the neo-Taliban’s post-2002 ideological orientation transformed from their original rigid ultra-
orthodox Deobandi way of thinking toward a more internationalist Islamist ideology.[96] More specifically, 
Brahimi (2010) argues that the adoption of suicide bombings by the Taliban is a radical ideological evolution 
from conservative Deobandi Islam toward fundamentalism/Islamism.[97]

While the Taliban has recently publicly rejected any affiliation with the global and regional Jihadist groups such 
as Al-Qaeda and ISIS, the group’s decision to resort to suicide violence and its underlying logic is inspired by 
the theological reasoning promoted by the extremist Jihadi groups with a global outlook. The group’s reasoning, 
logic, and epistemological orientation has converged with the reasoning advanced and promoted by groups 
ranging from the Muslim Brotherhood to Al-Qaeda.[98] Particular to suicide bombings, the group not only 
has become more radicalized in promoting indiscriminate violence, but also resorted to promote irrationality 
among its potential suicide bombers. 

A deeper scrutiny of the group’s suicide bombings’ corpus points to the existence of an irrational and dystopian 
understanding of reality and existence. This narrative promotes “love to death” and is prominent in the Taliban’s 
suicide bombers’ speeches. However, it is not an individual orientation. The foundation is provided by the 
group’s “Istish-haadi” narrative, which is drawn from a decontextualized and reinterpreted comprehension of 
the notion of martyrdom in Islam. 

The group has constructed these narratives to serve two strategic purposes. First, to morally and legally 
legitimize the violence of suicide bombings. For their individual recruits, these narratives provide a moral 
cover for the violence they inflict.[99] This is a rational tactic for tackling the strong cultural aversion of Afghan 
society to suicide bombings, which is largely shaped by the traditional warfare ethos of the Pashtunwali code 
of conduct. The social resentment to suicide bombings was so strong that initially the Taliban had to rely on 
non-Afghan human bombs (usually Arabs or Pakistanis).[100, 101] As such, there was a need for the Taliban 
to dilute this aversion and operationalize suicide bombings by constructing appropriate authoritative/religious 
reasoning. Thus, they adopted a scriptural Istish-haadi narrative that links suicide terrorism with the notion of 
martyrdom.

Secondly, against the backdrop of the strong local cultural ethos, it was not practical for the Taliban to 
operationalize their suicide campaigns solely relying on the notion of martyrdom. Therefore, to sustain and 
perpetuate their campaigns, they constructed an irrational narrative of “love to death.” While both of these 
objectives are part of a rational strategy, the group has resorted to promote an irrational and dystopian way of 
thinking among its potential suicide bombers.

Taliban’s “love to death” is suicidal and irrational. In their preoperational speeches, the bombers reveal both 
suicidal tendencies and an irrational and twisted explanation of life. They hold earthly existence to be illusive 
and the hereafter to be real. Hence for them, embracing death is the journey from an illusive status toward an 
ultimate reality. The bombers’ denial of the reality of the material world defies Edwards’ assertion of suicide 
offerings (sacrifice) as a means to materialize the sacred and mundane worlds.[102] In this regard, the main 
discrepancy between Edwards’ sacrificial assertion and the Taliban’s narratives lies in the conceptualization of 
the ends and the means.
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For Edwards, the logic of suicide as a sacrificial act is to establish and materialize pathways between the sacred 
and the profane worlds through the mediation and destruction of the victim [the bomber and those killed].
[103] However, for the suicide bombers and the Taliban, martyrdom-seeking is an instrument that facilitates 
the journey from the illusive material world toward a real, sacred existence. By studying the case of the Pakistani 
Taliban, Sheikh argues that through suicide bombings, the actor is prioritizing an otherworldly mission 
over worldly goods.[104] Hence, while Edwards’ ethnographic scrutiny of the Taliban’s suicide bombings is 
based on the overarching assumption of rationality, the Taliban’s materials point to a dystopian and irrational 
understanding of existence.

Both narratives mentioned here are heavily shaped by specific interpretations of religious texts. Semple argues 
that the religious case presented in the profiles of the Taliban’s suicide bombers is unsophisticated and largely 
non-textual. He rightly observed that all Taliban suicide bombers invoke religion, but not in a sophisticated 
manner.[105] This is true when it comes to the speeches of the bombers. The Taliban’s ideologues and preachers, 
however, heavily rely on, and cite, sacred text. Some of the proclamation clips were edited with audio effects 
that narrate verses from the Quran. In addition, the group’s written materials are highly sacred text–based and 
contain complex religious reasoning. 

In general, religious text is an inseparable aspect of the Taliban’s narratives on suicide bombings. This is unlike 
some of the generalized secular and grievance-based assertions for suicide bombings, including those of Pape 
2003 [106], Talal 2007 [107], and Egril 2000.[108] On the contrary, the Taliban’s use of religion is similar to 
Bloom’s argument. Bloom identified similarities between contemporary suicide terrorism with the medieval 
Shi’a Muslim Assassins in terms of indoctrinating their followers to the level of irrationality and the use of 
religious rhetoric to justify the infliction of violence.[109] Both the irrational orientation of the bombers and 
the use of religious rhetoric explicitly exists in the Taliban’s narratives on suicide bombings.

To eliminate any possible doubt about the religious legitimacy of suicide bombings, the Taliban avoids resorting 
to secular reasoning. For example, they do not refer to their Istish-haadi attacks as heroic martyrdom, which 
may reflect an earthly/secular goal. This is unlike what Hafez found about Iraqi jihadist suicide bombers. Hafez 
argues that in order to avoid overwhelming their audience by complicated ideological and political discourses, 
Iraqi jihadists use simplistic narratives of glory and heroic martyrdom.[110] The Taliban does the complete 
opposite. In addition to the use of complex authoritative/religious reasoning, they resort to logical fallacy and 
circular reasoning to induce confusion among their listeners/followers. Given the fact that the Taliban has 
continuously faced strong societal resistance, this may have played a role in the Taliban resorting to the use of 
complicated authoritative reasoning and logical fallacy. Since the traditional Pashtoonwali code of warfare does 
not include references to support the newly adopted warfare tactic of suicide bombings, this may have led the 
Taliban to resort to circular logic and complex religious reasoning.

Culturally, the traditional Afghan warfare ethos does not promote embracing death as a value. This both shapes 
and defines the existence of a deeply rooted social mindset on heroism in warfare; that is to fight face-to-face 
until the end. This is another reason that the Taliban avoids using the notion of ‘heroism’ in their narratives. 
Rather, the Taliban exclusively based their argumentation on fundamentalist interpretations of religious texts. 
This interpretation consists of a dystopian understanding of life and reality and has shaped the Taliban’s ‘love 
to death’ narrative.

The fluidity and highly contextualized nature of religious texts can easily be misinterpreted for constructing 
erroneous authoritative narratives. Soufan argues that by using scripture, lore, and codes of conduct, organizations 
like Al-Qaeda often develop their own countercultures which are usually going beyond accepted social and 
religious norms.[111] This is certainly true for the Taliban’s suicide bombings. Taking advantage of the multiple 
ways of scriptural interpretation, they have constructed narratives that promote an irrational socialization and 
a misleading understanding of life and reality. Such alternative understandings/countercultures have generally 
been overlooked by those scholars who largely dissect suicide bombings under the overarching presumption 
of rationality. For example, Talal claims that killing oneself is not uncommon in peace and preparing to die is 
not uncommon in war.[112] 
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This assertion confuses two completely opposing orientations to life: the glorification of death, and the love 
of life. Killing oneself in peace is not the same as willing to die in war by carrying out suicide attacks. Killing 
oneself in peace due to despair and overwhelming existential problems/pains does not constitute the ‘love to 
death’ orientation of the performer of the act. Quite the reverse, it conveys the message of hopelessness and an 
inability to celebrate life. It is the extreme form of rejection of not having a life without despair or pains. Here, 
the end is not dying, but rather ending the pains and despair that overburden life and living. Similarly, altruistic 
missions and the willingness to kill or be killed on the battlefield is aimed at the ultimate envisioned goal of 
life and freedom, for oneself and/or for other group members. Here once again, the end is not dying but rather 
standing up for life and its given associated values to the end.

The Taliban’s narratives on suicide bombings neither suggest heroic martyrdom nor altruistic missions, as 
conceptualized by Durkheim and Johnson.[113–115] The Taliban’s narratives express a strong bond and love, 
not with life, but with death. Life and existence for the Taliban’s aspiring suicide bombers is illusive, deceptive, 
and leading to vice. Conversely, embracing death is understood as transcending from this illusive life into a 
real, eternal, and highly satisfactory state of being. 

Such orientations may be viewed as what Strenski, Semple, and Fierke refer to as martyrdom.[116–119] 
However, the Taliban’s understanding of martyrdom induced by suicide is different. They place a distinction 
between martyrdom induced during regular warfare engagements and the “martyrdom-seeking” operations 
(suicide bombings). While the notion of martyrdom has a highly contextualized interpretation within 
mainstream Islamic jurisprudence, the “Istish-haadi” conceptualization is its most radical and fundamentalist 
interpretation. The Taliban differentiate Istish-haadi attacks with martyrdom in regular warfare engagements 
by constructing a chosen identity of the suicide bombers. They argue that suicide bombers, unlike regular 
fighters, are divinely chosen. The purpose of this distinction goes far beyond seeking any political or moral 
justifications. Rather, it serves as an instrument of recognition and obligation. The bombers, in addition to 
their special identity/recognition, also have the inevitable obligation to carry out the divine-given mission. 
Strategically, this closes any potential avenues of retreat by the bombers.

In the case of Iraq, Hafez revealed the elevation of the Iraqi suicide bombers’ identity to that of an extraordinary 
moral being as a result of their ultimate sacrifice.[120] Similarly, the Taliban acknowledge the bombers’ special 
identity, but the reason for this is not due to sacrifice. It is due to the divine selection of the bombers. As such, 
the bombers are willing to accept the divine decision by embracing death. Hence, contrary to what has been 
asserted by scholars like Hafez [121] and Msellemu [122], the motivation to embrace death is not merely 
seeking otherworldly reward systems of eternity, promises of paradise, or immortality in highly pleasurable 
circumstances. On the contrary, a complex system of divine recognition, worldly obligation, and otherworldly 
satisfaction is driving the Taliban’s bombers to embrace death.

Conclusions

The Taliban in Afghanistan have embraced suicide bombings since 2003. Within a short period of time, the 
group developed an infamous industry of manufacturing “human bombs.” They soon became the leading 
terrorist organization in the world, claiming responsibility for the greatest number of suicide bombings. Two 
narratives assist the Taliban in supplying their bombing campaigns with large numbers of bombers. First, 
an Istish-haadi narrative, which is based on authoritative reasoning derived from sacred texts. In addition, 
the group has resorted to logical fallacy/circular reasoning in producing the desired narrative. This narrative 
serves as the conceptual foundation for providing moral-legal legitimacy to suicide bombings. However, 
legitimization does not mean the practicality of these terminal missions, especially in a social and cultural 
milieu that is dismissive of suicide killing in warfare.

To overcome this challenge, the group constructed yet another narrative; “love to death.” It is based on an 
irrational and dystopian interpretation of the mundane existence. It promotes an alternative comprehension of 
reality that is beyond the premises of time and space, one which does not bear any relation to rationality.
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Two aspects of these narratives are prominent. First, martyrdom is the central tenet of the Taliban’s suicide 
bombing industry. However, their understanding of martyrdom induced by suicide bombings is different. The 
decision to choose subjects for these bombings does not reside with the bombers, but rather is bestowed upon 
them by the divine. This renders the decision to embrace death indisputable and binding for the bombers. 
In addition, such selection renders their actions as solely following through with divine orders rather than 
committing suicide.

The second noteworthy aspect of the Taliban’s narratives is their specific conceptualization of life. They consider 
death by suicide bombing as a transformation from an illusive and transient earthly existence toward a real and 
satisfied eternity. This is a crucial element as it promotes the idea of ‘love to death’ whereby death is regarded 
not as demise, but a passage toward a satisfied eternity. The Taliban resorted to the construction and use 
of these narratives as a strategic lifeline for their insurgency. Without “human bombs” at their disposal, the 
insurgency might well have faded away. Resorting to suicide bombings for the Taliban became a rational tactic 
in order to ensure the continuation and longevity of their insurgency. However, they pay a high price for this 
as the meaning of life and reality that the Taliban has constructed in their narratives is irrational, dystopian, 
and suicidal.

For the Taliban’s bombers, the decision to embrace the certainty of death with little or no hesitation is beyond 
any logical and rational justification. These bombers are seeking life by willingly and joyfully embracing death. 
Scholars have advanced different theses regarding the motives of suicide bombers, including a desire to win, to 
kill, to expiate, and as a reaction to injustice. However, the message that the Taliban’s suicide bombers explicitly 
send out regarding their willingness to embrace death is outside the realm of rationality. The absurd message 
is that they are dying to live. 
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Annex 

Table I: Top 20 Terrorist Organizations that carried out the highest number of Suicide Bombings (1974–2016)*

# Name of the Organization
Total Number of 
Claimed Attacks

Total Number of 
Deaths

Total Number of 
Wounded

Lethality 
per Attack

1  Unknown Groups 2746 24960 58745 9.1
2  Taliban (IEA)** 681 3015 7453 4.4
3  Islamic State 255 3600 7047 14.1
4  Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan 144 2241 5339 15.6
5  Islamic State of Iraq and Syria 125 1175 2823 9.4
6  Al-Qaeda in Iraq 121 1544 3263 12.8
7  Islamic State of Iraq 113 1631 4842 14.4
8  Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 83 981 1404 11.8
9  Hamas 78 511 3274 6.6
10  Al-Shabaab 72 787 937 10.9
11  Jabhat an-Nuá¹£rah li-Ahl ash-Sham 56 777 1912 13.9
12  Palestinian Islamic Jihad 50 225 1412 4.5
13  Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigade 40 107 995 2.7
14  Ansar al-Sunna 28 319 1390 11.4
15  Jama’at Al-Tawhid Wa’al-Jihad 28 357 1110 12.8
16  Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 26 394 474 15.2
17  Boko Haram 23 212 709 9.2
18  Al-Qaeda in Islamic Maghreb 22 236 1064 10.7
19  Al-Qaeda Central 20 3408 13053 170.4
20  Lashkar-e Jhangvi Al-almi 20 541 1301 27.1

*Source: Analysis is based on Suicide Attack Database of the Chicago Project on Security and Terrorism (CPOST) ([Dataset]; 
accessed April 26, 2016)
**Islamic Emirates of Afghanistan

Table II: Countries where the highest number of Suicide Bombings were carried out (1970–2018)*

# Country # of attacks % (out of the 
total)

# Country # of  
attacks

% (out of the 
total)

1 Iraq 2668 38.1 17 India 62 0.9
2 Afghanistan 1339 19.1 18 Mali 39 0.6
3 Pakistan 536 7.6 19 Algeria 33 0.5
4 Nigeria 449 6.4 20 Saudi Arabia 25 0.4
5 Syria 364 5.2 21 Indonesia 23 0.3
6 Yemen 225 3.2 22 China 17 0.2
7 Somalia 218 3.1 23 Chad 15 0.2
8 Israel 125 1.8 24 United States 15 0.2
9 Libya 121 1.7 25 Bangladesh 13 0.2
10 Sri Lanka 114 1.6 26 Niger 13 0.2
11 Cameroon 99 1.4 27 Iran 12 0.2
12 Russia 90 1.3 28 Morocco 11 0.2
13 Turkey 76 1.1 29 Tunisia 11 0.2
14 WB and Gaza 71 1 30 Philippines 10 0.1
15 Egypt 68 1 31 All Others 84 2.09
16 Lebanon 65 0.9 Total 7011 100

*Source: Analysis is based on the numbers of the Global Terrorism Database (1970–2018).
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Table III: Name, address, affiliation, and other characteristics of websites used for retrieving Taliban’s official materials 
on their suicide bombings

# Name  
(Local)

Name 
(English)

Address (web)*** Claimed 
Affiliation

Link with 
Taliban

Language Mandate

1 نن اسیا Nunn Asia nunn.asia IEA De facto Web-
site

Pashtu News, Current Events

2 کابل کام Kabul 
Com

kabull.com IEA De facto Web-
site

Pashtu News, Current Events

3 شهامت Shahamat shahamat1.com IEA* Official DNS Pashtu DNS

4 الهدایه Al-Hedaya alhedayat.com Al-He-
dayat Pub-
lications

Unknown Pashtu, Dari, Arabic, 
Urdu, and English

Publication and dis-
seminating

5  الاماره
اصدار

Al-Emar-
ah Videos

alemarah.org IEA CCA** Pashtu, Dari, Urdu, 
Arabic, Uzbek, and 
English

Disseminating visual 
materials

6 الاماره Al-Ema-
rah

alemara1.org IEA Official Web-
page

Pashtu, Dari, Urdu, 
Arabic, English

News, Current Events

7 الاماره اردو Al-Emar-
ah Urdu

alemarahurdu.net IEA CCA Urdu News, Current Events

8 توره بوړه Toora 
Bora

toraboranews.com IEA Toora Bora 
Jihadi Front

Pashtu Jihadi- and war-relat-
ed news and events

9  الاماره
اسلام

Al-Emar-
ah Islam

alemarahislam.
com

IEA CCA Pashtu Promotion of virtue 
and prevention of 
vice

10 مجلی Mujali 
[Maga-
zines]

www.mujali.net IEA CCA Pashtu, Dari, and 
Arabic languages

Disseminating only 
print materials and 
magazines

12 الاماره دری Al-Emar-
ah Dari

alemarahdari.com IEA CCA Dari (Farsi) News, Current Events

13 الاماره اردو Al-Emar-
ah Urdu

alemarahurdu.net IEA CCA Urdu News, Current Events

14  الاماره
انګلش

Al-Emar-
ah English

alemarahenglish.
com

IEA CCA English News, Current Events

15  الاماره
عربی

Al-Emar-
ah Arabic

alemaraharabi.
com

IEA CCA Arabic News, Current Events

16 سپین صبا Speen 
Sabah

spin-saba.com IEA Supreme 
Council

Pashtu and Dari News, Current Events

17 الاماره Al-Ema-
rah

alemara1.org IEA CCA Pashtu News, Current Events

18 شهامت Shahamat shahamat.info IEA Official Web-
site

Pashtu and Dari News, Current Events

19  د شریعت
غږ

The Voice 
of Sharia

allfida.org IEA Istish-haadi 
Front

Pashtu, Dari, Urdu, 
Arabic, and English

Jihadi and Suicide 
news

* (after IEA): Islamic Emirates of Afghanistan
** (after CCA): [Taliban] Commission of Cultural Affairs
*** During the data mining process (March 2016 to April 2019), the author visited these webpages at different times. As discussed 
in the text, these Jihadi and terrorist webpages are highly unstable. They either migrate and emerge with different URL or simply 
disappear.

http://www.nunn.asia
https://kabull.com/
https://shahamat1.com/
https://alhedayat.com
https://www.alemarah.org/
https://alemarahurdu.net
https://toraboranews.com/ 
http://alemarahislam.com/
http://alemarahislam.com/
http://www.mujali.net
http://alemarahdari.com/
http://alemarahurdu.net/
http://alemarahenglish.com/
http://alemarahenglish.com/
http://alemaraharabi.com/
http://alemaraharabi.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTqHDRLGsFQNjzbkkEX9UlA
http://alemara1.org/
http://www.shahamat.info
http://www.allfida.org


39ISSN  2334-3745 February 2021

PERSPECTIVES ON TERRORISM Volume 15, Issue 1

The Use of Bay’ah by the Main Salafi-Jihadist Groups
by Carlos Igualada and Javier Yagüe

Abstract

The practice of bay’ah (the taking of an oath of allegiance) is one of the classic procedures for formalizing relations 
between individuals or organizations in the Muslim world. The concept has become fundamentally important 
within the global jihadi movement and is a key element for understanding the establishment and development of 
different allegiances between the various actors that currently form the movement. Through the use of bay’ah, the 
two main Salafi-jihadist organizations, al-Qaeda (AQ) and Islamic State (IS), have achieved a global expansion 
after establishing allegiance relationships with dozens of groups around the world. For this reason, it is important 
to analyze how this mechanism functions and how it is instrumentalized.

Keywords: allegiance, al-Qaeda, bay’ah, Islamic State, jihadism

Introduction

The practice of bay’ah is of unquestionable importance in Islamic tradition, solidly grounded on passages from 
the Qur’an and Sunnah. Nonetheless, the exact origin and meaning of the term is not entirely clear and is open 
to different interpretations, depending on the classical sources used, some of which predate Islam (such as the 
Hilf al-Mutayyabin, an oath of allegiance made between different clans of the Quraysh tribe and later used as 
a reference by the Prophet). Its roots can also be traced back to the Arab tradition of clasping hands to seal an 
agreement or transaction. 

The first mention of bay’ah in the Qur’an dates from 627–628, when the Prophet traveled with his followers 
to the Ka’bah (Mecca), where they pledged allegiance to him. The pact was formalized by a joining of hands 
between believers and the Prophet: 

“Certainly was Allah pleased with the believers when they pledged allegiance to you, [O Muhammad], 
under the tree, and He knew what it was in their hearts, so He felt down tranquility upon them and 
rewarded them with an imminent conquest”.[1]

In this passage the oath of allegiance is seen as an act of submission and a display of obedience to an authority, 
in the figure of a leader and this is the most widely recognized interpretation of the bay’ah in the Islamic world. 
The example was followed by the caliphs who inherited the Prophet’s political and religious work, to whom 
the Muslim community paid homage once they had demonstrated that they fulfilled the conditions for the 
position.[2]

In the course of centuries, the role of the caliphs as political leaders gradually declined and their powers were 
assumed by different local governors who effectively exercised their authority over the territories they ruled, 
thus leading to the emergence of the figure of the sultan. The sultans gradually came to usurp the power of the 
caliphs, completely appropriating it for themselves.[3] This situation, in which the caliph’s role as a governor 
was largely nominal, is best exemplified in the Ottoman Empire.[4]

Although the sultans did not meet the classic conditions to be named as caliphs (inter alia, including the 
requirement to be a descendant of the Quraysh clan), they continued to use the traditional bay’ah formula. 
With the break-up of the Ottoman caliphate in 1923, the idea of pledging allegiance to the caliph became 
obsolete and the meaning of bay’ah began to acquire a more flexible application, being used by some leaders 
to legitimize their own rule.[5]

There are two forms of bay’ah within the Islamic tradition.[6] The first, known as al-bay’at al-mutlaqah, is 
viewed as an irrevocable pledge, applying only to the Prophet. According to Islamic belief, the prophets and 
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messengers of Allah are upright, truthful, wise, and divinely guided and protected from violating the laws of 
Allah. This guarantees that the bay’ah given to the Prophet can never be misused to commit acts that violate 
religious doctrines and teachings. The other pledge, known as al-bay’at al-muqayyadah, is a conditional promise 
given to a person who is not a prophet or messenger of Allah. This form of bay’ah is subject to the condition 
established in a hadith which states that “There is no obedience to the creation if it involves disobedience to the 
Creator”. Such pledges are not absolute and may be revoked if they entail the commission of sins or acts that go 
against Allah and his precepts. Any bay’ah made to different groups and their emirs or caliphs fall within this 
second definition of the term. In addition to these two forms of bay’ah, there is also bay’ah uzma [7], meaning 
“greater pledge”, which is a form of enduring—as opposed to temporary—commitment.

Various aspects of this bay’ah, in its modern interpretation, have been introduced by different Islamic groups, 
ranging from the Muslim Brotherhood, who repeated the oath of allegiance after every meeting of their 
members [8], to radical groups, such as al-Qaeda and ISIS, which use it as an instrument to expand their global 
influence by establishing allegiances with other organizations operating within Salafi-jihadist ideology. 

At the present time, there are different relevant contributions that address the importance of the bay’ah in 
order to understand the development of the current global jihadist phenomenon, such as that of Wagemakers 
[9], Milton and Al-Ubaydi.[10] However, this is an issue that has not yet been sufficiently addressed by other 
contributions despite its importance. Therefore, it is necessary to carefully analyze the way in which the bay’ah 
has evolved during the last decades and how currently the existence of an oath of allegiance is an essential 
element in order to formalize an alliance between different jihadist organizations.

The Bay’ah in the Salafi-jihadist Movement

Every terrorist group requires a staging of its ideology or agenda, and Salafi-jihadist groups are no exception; 
the use of bay’ah is a smart and practical way of demonstrating the group’s power, among both its acolytes and 
its enemies. Nor should we ignore the staged nature of the entire ritual associated with bay’ah, which has now 
become a kind of initiation rite in which both the giver and the receiver of the allegiance obtain a variety of 
benefits. 

Being the recipient of bay’ah gives the pledgee an aura of mysticism and symbolism, both of which are very 
important to the image of the caliph or the group he represents (although some dissenting voices among 
scholars believe it to be a form of idolatry (shirk)—the worst sin that can be committed in Salafi-jihadist 
ideology). Moreover, as discussed, bay’ah is in itself an act of submission, reinforcing the power of the recipient 
and as such it is a powerful propaganda weapon and a useful tool for proselytism (da’wa).

The individual or group making the bay’ah may also be driven by a variety of motivations, several of which may 
be identified in the present context.

On the one hand, the individual or group becomes affiliated to the group or individual receiving the bay’ah, 
who can provide access, inter alia, to a range of resources, image, followers, and territories—always important 
from an economic point of view (if we define economy broadly as the resolution of needs). 

AQ may be considered to have adopted the recitation of bay’ah in Afghanistan in the 1990s as a form of initiation 
protocol (in addition to its place as a traditional Islamic practice whereby the individual shows submission and 
obedience to an authority, individual, or group). However, it had no formal implications, comprising as it did 
an individual choice, and it did not entitle the maker—or rather, it was not a prerequisite—to access training 
camps and programs, salary, or even promotion within the group. A good example is that of Khalid Sheikh 
Mohammed, better known as KSM, who, although considered to have been the mastermind behind the 911 
attacks, “states that he refused to take a formal oath to loyalty to Bin Laden, thus preserving a last vestige of his 
precious autonomy”.[11]

A contrasting example—in which personal importance was given to a formalism not then viewed as a 
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prerequisite or to have the same significance as it currently does on the jihadist scene,—can be seen in the 
bay’ah made in 1998 to Bin Laden by Nasser al-Bahri, better known as Abu Jandal.[12]. In his own words, the 
act was as following: 

“Bin Laden gave me a text and I swore allegiance. Although, until then, I had been a de facto member 
of al-Qaida, I stuck to this ritual, which takes place without much ceremony. I raise my hand before Bin 
Laden, declaring: ‘I swear before Allah that I will help and support you, regardless of my personal interest 
or my own ideas, in good times and bad, forgetting my personal well-being, and I promise not to question 
his leadership. “Although this does not change anything in my daily life, it does affect my mood”.[13]

On the other hand, the bay’ah also holds out the possibility of joining a larger and/or more powerful group. 
This confers added status and can give the pledger greater ideological or military projection over other groups, 
individuals, or areas of interest, since he then becomes part of a greater whole, vastly simplifying the allocation 
of resources and execution of actions, by making him, in many cases, an executive entity rather than a “decision-
making/executive” entity. 

While there may indeed be a degree of independence in planning and undertaking actions, close ties are 
maintained with the machinery of media, resources, and propaganda at group level, combined with an element 
of centrality which is partly what the giver and the recipient of the bay’ah both seek. This win-win arrangement 
benefits the two parties by tapping into one another’s strengths and reducing their weaknesses. 

The so called “glocal” jihad can also be viewed within the terms and consequences of the bay’ah, with groups 
acting locally under a shared flag and ideology, which is a powerful image and a very potent propaganda tool.

The Bay’ah Dilemma

Since 2014, local groups wishing to join the global movement [14], have had two main options, depending on 
their personal interests and ideological affinity, to align themselves with AQ or with IS. Prior to the emergence 
of IS, the global scene was headed by AQ, with backing for its undertaking coming from groups expressing 
support and sympathy for the cause. It is important to note that up to that point, following the bay’ah made by 
Osama bin Laden to Mullah Omar in 2001 (see below), there is little evidence of other bay’ah [15], related to 
AQ or other jihadist groups, as a formula for joining a group, apart from some testimonial cases, such as, for 
instance, the oath of allegiance made by Omar Hammami (a.k.a. Abu Mansoor al-Amriiki, an American who 
went on to become the leader of al-Shaabab) in Somalia around 2006 to Xasan Turky (Hassan Abdullah Hersi 
al-Turki), who was then (erroneously) considered to be the AQ leader in the area.[16] 

With the rise of IS and the establishment of its Islamic Caliphate in 2014, that picture changed greatly. Several 
groups that had previously only expressed more indirect support or sympathy to the cause, chose to go one step 
further and recite the bay’ah.[17] A number of groups that had previously shown a close ideological affinity with 
AQ decided to switch their allegiance to IS—something which at the time appeared to be a more advantageous 
option. However, this trend was generally confined to less significant groups; AQ’s large regional franchises, 
like the ones in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), and the group created on the 
Indian Subcontinent in September 2014 (AQIS), remained loyal to AQ. While the irruption of IS had less of an 
impact on these organizations, splinter groups did emerge within some of them, headed by leaders of a certain 
importance, who were followed by some of their subordinates in pledging allegiance to IS. In September 2014, 
for example, Jund al-Khilafa, an Algerian group, split off from AQIM.[18]

IS’s ranks have certainly been swelled by a considerable number of groups from the fertile terrain that 
traditionally favored the spread of AQ’s ideology. Examples include newly founded groups such as Wilayah 
Khorasan [19], the Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS) [20], Islamic State of East Asia (ISEA) [21] and 
Boko Haram.[22] 

One essential requirement for formalization of this union is that the bay’ah be accepted by the group that 
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receives it; only then can a relationship of allegiance be considered to exist between the two organizations. 
There are no fixed periods for the length of time that must elapse between the issuing of the bay’ah and its 
public acceptance. In some cases it may be merely a matter of days (in the case of Boko Haram, it took just five 
days from Abubakar Shekau’s declaration of his bay’ah on March 8, 2015 to its acceptance on the 13th by IS 
spokesman Abu Muhammad al-Adnani in an audio message, later ratified in Issue No. 8 of Dabiq magazine). In 
contrast, the bay’ah made by Adnan Abu Walid al-Sahraoui on behalf of ISGS in May 2015 via the Mauritanian 
news agency al-Akhbar was finally accepted a year and a half later, in October 2016, when Amaq (one of the 
news agencies associated with Islamic State), publicly recognized this allegiance through the emission of a 
video that featured al-Sahraoui reading his bay’ah.[23]

Using the system of bay’ah pledges, both AQ and IS have been able to territorially distribute and organize their 
groups and franchises, thereby managing to expand their brand, ideology, and agenda beyond their original 
spheres of influence. Whereas AQ has done so by establishing regional franchises and alliances with locally 
consolidated groups, such as al-Shabaab, IS has created numerous provinces (wilayat) which replicate the 
organizational and functional model of the Syrian/Iraqi caliphate on a small scale. 

As mentioned, both have obtained enormous propaganda benefits by claiming responsibility for attacks 
in regions as diverse as Europe, the Sahel, or Southeast Asia. For their part, the aim of the groups pledging 
allegiance is to increase their economic, logistical, and human resources, although this is often difficult to 
quantify. The reality is that the development presented by the different terrorist groups that pledge the bay’ah 
to AQ or IS is uneven. Some groups have significantly increased their capacity in recent years. These include 
Jama’at Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis in Egypt—better known as Wilayah Sinai since acceptance of its allegiance in 
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November 2014—and the entire jihadist movement of Southeast Asia, led by Abu Sayyaf and the Maute Group. 
In contrast, other groups have seen scarcely any improvement in their situation, despite formal acceptance 
of their bay’ah, such as the Islamic State in Somalia and Wilayah Khorasan. Both of these organizations arose 
from schisms within existing groups (al-Shabaab and Tehrik-i-Taliban, respectively), but the alliance with IS 
has not allowed them to increase their resources sufficiently to allow them to wrest control from the original 
organizations. The situation of AQIS is similar; since its creation in 2014 it has carried out no major attacks [24] 
and has been unable to challenge the influence of IS in South Asia.

The Bay’ah of AQ and IS: Some Examples of Different Approaches

Generally speaking, AQ has traditionally set more exacting conditions and objectives before establishing a 
formal alliance with any group or creating a regional franchise. 

IS, in contrast, has been observed showing more complacency or permissiveness regarding its conditions. 
Although Issue No. 5 of Dabiq set out clear directives on the establishment of a wilayah, over time, it has become 
obvious that these requirements have not always been enforced when accepting the bay’ah and establishing 
provinces in India [25], Turkey [26], and the Democratic Republic of the Congo [27], particularly once IS 
began to lose territories and influence. 

It is important to note that AQ and IS have also shown different criteria for assessing and accepting the bay’ah 
made to them. On many occasions, AQ has been reluctant to have its name used outside its principal areas 
of operation and direct control, so that its satellite organizations would not be targeted by association with 
central AQ, especially following the launch of operations against AQ as part of the GWOT (Global War on 
Terror), primarily in Afghanistan. Moreover, AQ has always been more hierarchical, and “ceding” its name 
to organizations over which the leadership or Shura council could not maintain complete remote control, in 
various forms, did not square with its operational or security strategy or image.

In contrast, IS decided, as a general rule, to accept and agglutinate a larger number of groups and factions 
choosing to make bay’ah to it, building on the momentum of its increased fame. For IS, therefore, practically 
any bay’ah is welcome, since it brings a greater presence, expanded territory, a heightened external image, wider 
publicity, and, thus, more followers. Comparatively, then, IS might be said to have placed more importance on 
bay’ah than AQ, bringing a significant degree of formalism to the practice, especially in the way the pledges 
are staged. This is particularly evident in the latest bay’ah made by different wilayat and IS-supporter groups 
to Abu Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-Quraysh, following his appointment as the new caliph on October 31, 2019. 
The first to do so, on November 3, 2019, was Wilayah Sinai, and the last was a small group of adherents in 
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Azerbaijan, on November 30th. With the exception of the pledges made by the Cyber Caliphate Shield (CCS) 
and by some supporters via Telegram, all of these declarations followed a similar ritual, with clasped-hand 
gestures and identical recitation formulas. This helped create a greater external perception of unity among the 
different wilayat with regard to the pledge-taking, as if it were in some way a preordained procedure or one that 
followed a priori instructions, rather than a spontaneous act. This may be seen as a maneuver on the part of 
the IS leadership to give greater legitimacy to the new caliph. Its official channels screened videos showing the 
bay’ah made to the group as a standardized, regulated act, in keeping with the group’s slogan, Dawlat al Islam 
Baqiyah wa Tatamaddad (“The Islamic State remains and expands”).

Certain differences may also be observed in the content of the bay’ah made to the two organizations, and 
between the various organizations or individuals taking the oath of allegiance. Although there is no established 
norm as to the content, length, or formula of the pledge, there are certain points of coincidence between the 
two groups when it comes to the formula used. 

A number of different oath-recitation formulas can be observed in both cases. In the case of IS, the formula is 
more or less standardized. The following is one model: 

“We give bay’ah to Amirul-Muminin [28], the Khalifah of the Muslims, Abu Ibrajim al-Hashimi al-
Qurashi, pledging to listen and obey, in times of delight and dislike, and in times of hardship and ease, and 
to do so selflessly; and to not dispute the command of those in authority unless we see blatant kufr [29], 
concerning which we have proof from Allah, and Allah is witness over what we said!”[30]

A good example of the ceremony and formula used in the case of AQ is that made by Abu Abbas al-Sharqui 
(a.k.a. Aimen Dean) to Osama bin Laden in September 1997. In his own words: 

“…He extended his right hand with his palm opened upwards and took mine. I noticed how long his 
fingers were and how soft his skin…Al-Ghamdi…asked me to repeat every clause after him. I recall my 
exact words as I looked solemnly into the al-Qaeda founder’s eyes. ‘I give you my allegiance to obey, to 
follow orders during the good times and the bad without disobeying Allah on the path of jihad. I fight 
alongside you when you declare war and I make peace when you make peace. And Allah is the witness to 
what I have declared’”.[31] 

The same formula is used, with certain minor variations, in one of the last bay’ah received by AQ, from one of 
its most important franchises, al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), in which the current leader of the 
group, Khalid Batarfi, a.k.a. Abu al-Miqdad al-Kindi, swore allegiance to Ayman al-Zawahiri, emir of AQ, in an 
audio message: 

“To our sheik and our emir, Abu Muhammad Ayman al-Zawahiri, I pledge my allegiance to you, will 
obey you at all times, and will not dispute your orders. And I pledge you to jihad for the sake of Allah, to 
establish the law of Allah on the earth, and this allegiance from me and all my brothers in Al-Qaeda in the 
Arabian Peninsula.”[32]

The usual structure commonly presents several citations from the Quran or some hadith or ahadith as the way 
of introduction or beginning, to then go on to the personal presentation of the issuer of the bay’ah, indicating 
on behalf of which group he speaks. After this, the reasons or motivations that have led to the emission of the 
bay’ah are usually developed and explained, as well as the disposition and submission toward the receiver of the 
pledge. Usually, the bay’ah ends with some kind of praise to the receiver, some additional quotation from the 
Quran, the inclusion of some other hadith or ahadith, or some classic Islamic farewell formula.

One of the most significant bay’ah—for a variety of reasons—is that made by Osama bin Laden to Mullah Omar 
in the spring of 2001. Bin Laden’s bay’ah was not made public until July 13, 2014, when it was released by al-
Sahab, the media wing of AQ, to give greater argumentation strength to Ayman al-Zawahiri in his criticism 
speech aimed at Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, who was appointed as caliph without having legitimacy or authority for 
it, according to AQ’s vision.[33] 
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Speaking on legitimacy, Osama bin Laden’s bay’ah had itself been controversial in its day, and the emir of AQ 
himself had been reluctant to give it, on the grounds that Mullah Omar had no Quraysh ancestry—a primary 
requirement for any caliph, according to the literal interpretations of certain Islamic texts by various Arab 
scholars. Moreover, this bay’ah also appears to have been physically made through a proxy; Bin Laden chose not 
to meet with Mullah Omar for the occasion, instead charging Mustafa Amid, a.k.a. Abu’l-Walid, with swearing 
the bay’ah on his behalf.[34] Bin Laden defended Mullah Omar’s right to assume the title of amir al-mu’minim 
(Leader of the Faith) even though he did not belong to the Quraysh tribe, the original tribe of the Prophet.[35]

In his oath, Osama Bin Laden quoted the Prophet, saying that “the one who dies without a pledge in his throat 
dies an ignorant death”. This same hadith would subsequently be employed by Ayman al-Zawahiri to begin his 
bay’ah to the Taliban leader Mawlawi Haibatullah, using the video in which Bin Laden quotes it in his oath to 
Mullah Omar.[36]

A version of the same hadith would also be cited by Abubakar Shekau on March 7, 2015, when he pledged 
bay’ah to Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, as the following excerpt shows: 

“From your brother in Allah, Abu Muhammad Abubakar bin Muhammad al-Shekawi, the leader of 
JASDJ to the caliph of the Muslims, Abu Bakr Ibrahim b. ‘Awad b. Ibrahim al-Husayni al-Qurashi. We 
are sending you this message, following what Allah said in the Qur’an: ‘And hold fast to Allah’s bond, all of 
you, and do not fall apart.’ (Q3:103) And what the Prophet said: ‘Whoever dies when he had not pledged 
allegiance to an imam (caliph) dies a death of ignorance (jahiliyya).’”[37]

In the same bay’ah from Shekau, the formula used for the oath of allegiance can be seen to be similar to that 
used on other occasions by other individuals and groups:

“We announce our allegiance to the caliph of the Muslims Ibrahim b. ‘Awad b. Ibrahim al-Husayni al-
Qurashi (Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi) and we will hear and obey him in times of difficulty and prosperity, in 
hardship and ease, and to endure being discriminated against, and not to dispute about rule with those in 
power, except in case of evident unbelief regarding that which there is a proof from Allah.”[38]

The bay’ah has also been used by some of the terrorists who have carried out attacks in Europe in recent years. 
Despite not having any direct link with any terrorist organization, and having received only the ideological 
influence of these groups or other extremist currents, some of them decided to pronounce the bay’ah toward IS 
through videos recorded by themselves prior to carrying out their attacks. This circumstance can be understood 
as part of the self-justification and indoctrination of these individuals, who consider themselves a part of the 
Salafi-jihadist movement through, among other practices, the recitation of the bay’ah. Such are the cases of 
Anis Amri, the author of the attack on the Berlin Christmas market in 2016, or more recently that of Kutjim 
Fejzulai, who in November 2020 killed four people in Vienna. In both cases, IS made these videos public 
through Amaq and referred to both as “caliphate soldiers”, despite the fact that they did not receive direct orders 
from the organization when carrying out the attacks.

Conclusions

Over the centuries, the bay’ah has been a frequently used mechanism throughout the Islamic world. An 
understanding of its use and different interpretations and forms is essential to comprehend the development of 
relationships between participating individuals and organizations.

Within the jihadist movement, both AQ and IS have instrumentalized its use as a means of expanding their 
brand beyond their traditional spheres of influence, establishing long-lasting alliances with other groups of a 
Salafi-jihadist ideology by way of the bay’ah. The bay’ah has become a key indicator for understanding the global 
dynamics and interrelations within the current jihadist movement, especially with regard to the relationships 
between the two main global jihadi groups and their respective affiliates.

A study of the use and number of bay’ah received by the respective groups shows that AQ, in keeping with its 
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general approach, prefers to keep the same “low profile” in its use of bay’ah, not renouncing it, but at the same 
time neither demanding it nor turning the ceremony into a propaganda exercise as IS has. IS, on the other 
hand, has spared no resources or planning in making the receipt of bay’ah, if not a requirement, at least a form 
of initiation rite, which it disseminates globally over its official media. 

This can clearly be seen at key moments in the group’s development. On April 29, 2019, for example, a video 
was released entitled “In the Hospitality of the Emir of Believers”, in which Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, making 
his first appearance in many years, was shown examining the documentation of different wilayat. Over the 
following months, in a clearly orchestrated operation by IS’s leadership, these same wilayat gradually either 
renewed their existing bay’ah, or— in the case of the new wilayat or bilad (areas, territories), such as Azerbaijan 
and Turkey—made the pledge for the first time. These bay’ah were shown in a series of videos entitled “And the 
best results are for the pious”, released in June and July 2019. The same occurred in November 2019, following 
the appointment of Abu Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-Qurayshi, when various wilayat swore allegiance to the newly 
appointed caliph. Again, they were almost identical in their staging, script, and visual devices, suggesting that 
the bay’ah had been consciously orchestrated, rather than being spontaneous.

Possible abuse of the bay’ah could end up being more of a weakness than a strength. Noting that it has become 
a sort of visual performance intended to produce the greatest propaganda impact, some might interpret the 
giving of the oath as a sign of idolatry and worship (shirk) of the caliph—or the group he represents—which 
would be the worst of all sins according to the very ideology defended by the Salafi-jihadist groups.
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Abstract

Terrorism has taken root in almost all corners of the world with terrorist organizations thriving in both rich 
and poor countries. In the Philippines, the Human Security Act of 2007 came into force to address the threat of 
terrorism to the national security of the country. However, the law has never been fully utilized. To provide law 
enforcers with a stronger legal measure to address acts of terrorism in the country, President Duterte certified a 
new Anti-Terrorism Bill as urgent, with Congress adopting the Senate version and approving it in the shortest 
time possible. Despite opposition from various sectors and growing concerns over some of its provisions, President 
Duterte signed this into law, officially becoming Republic Act No. 11479 or the Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020. This 
article briefly reviews some key issues of counterterrorism measures in the Philippines. 

Keywords: anti-terrorism, anti-terrorism law, counterterrorism, human rights, terrorism, Philippines

Introduction

On June 1, 2020, President Rodrigo Duterte certified the Anti-Terrorism Bill as urgent. Subsequently, Congress 
adopted the Senate version and passed it as quickly as possible.[1] The bill was intended to provide measures 
for the protection of the ordinary Filipino from acts of terrorism, and should have been passed with support 
and approval under normal circumstances. However, this time is far from normal, and the bill has attracted 
opposition not only from the left,[2] but from a broader sector of society.

This brings us to these questions: what were the compelling reasons to certify the bill as more urgent than say, 
the extension of the extraordinary powers of the President to address the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on the ordinary Filipino and the economy? Is the bill aligned with the Philippine Constitution? Will it solve the 
domestic security problems festering in the country for decades? What drives the objections against the bill? But 
perhaps the most disturbing concern among most members of society—do we have a common understanding 
of what terrorism is and who is a terrorist? 

I. Demand and Supply of Terrorism

There are two main trends in terrorism: 1) one that involves the supply of access to radical technologies, 
financing, technology among other terror ‘capacity building’ efforts, which is in part how the Islamic State of 
Iraq and Syria (ISIS) has rapidly become an international phenomenon; 2) one that is linked to cogent demand 
for terrorist ideas, influence, and support particularly in poorly governed areas (failed states) and within 
countries, where pockets of bad governance, poverty, and social injustice fester and weaken social cohesion.[3] 
The latter is often further highlighted by growing inequality and a ‘left behind’ narrative for minorities, whose 
young people can be susceptible to terrorist recruitment. This factor highlights why terrorism can spread into 
both rich countries like the United Kingdom (e.g. 7/7 London bombings in 2005 perpetrated by homegrown 
terrorists who were far from poor) and developing countries like the Philippines involving both poor and 
middle-class perpetrators (e.g. Davao City bombing in 2016 perpetuated by three men linked to the Maute 
Group).

Terrorism is an elusive concept having no universally accepted definition. In its broadest sense, it is the use 
or threat of use of violence against persons [4] and property,[5] instilling fear and causing the intimidation of 
a larger audience—beyond that of the immediate victims [6] to obtain a political or ideological objective.[7] 
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While the motives of terrorists may vary, the most common forms of terrorist action include assassinations, 
bombings, kidnappings, hostage seizures, suicide attacks, and airplane hijackings. The University of Maryland’s 
Global Terrorism Database (GTD) defines terrorist attacks as “the threatened or actual use of illegal force and 
violence by a non-state actor to attain a political, economic, religious, or social goal through fear, coercion, 
or intimidation.”[8] The GTD reports how terrorist attacks have risen from 651 in 1997 to 9,607 in 2018 and 
reached as high as 16,908 in 2014. Terrorism has become one of the most important threats to the national 
security of many countries in the world.

International empirical studies suggest terrorism is associated with complex contextual factors such as: 
socioeconomic inequality, deep historical injustice faced by marginalized groups, lack of judicial impartiality, 
ethnic fractionalization, and political instability. For instance, research findings indicate that some forms of 
poverty are related to the emergence of terrorism, suggesting that terrorism is more likely to occur when a large 
percentage of the population lives below the poverty line.[9] Meanwhile, research on the impact of increased 
or decreased gross domestic product (GDP) per capita on terrorism yields varying results. On the one hand, 
studies indicate an inverse relationship between the two variables, suggesting that an increase in a country’s 
GDP per capita makes terrorism less likely due to increasing opportunity costs resulting from people’s higher 
level of material wealth.[10] On the other hand, Fearon and Laitin suggest a direct relationship between the 
two variables, as higher GDP per capita also reflects higher state capacity, which may make violent clandestine 
activities more likely.[11] Freytag et al. meanwhile, find a nonlinear relationship between GDP per capita and 
terrorism: GDP per capita is negatively related to terrorism only after a certain income threshold is reached.
[12]

Research findings also suggest that less terrorism is associated with an absence of major human rights abuses 
[13] and a strong impartial judiciary.[14] Meanwhile, Piazza finds that political instability—indicated by indices 
of civil war and state failure—is conducive to terrorism.[15] All these factors relate critically to governance—
both domestic and cross-national—-emphasizing how counterterrorism initiatives cannot simply be addressed 
as a policing issue.

Terrorism in the Philippines

There is the adage that one man’s terrorist is another one’s freedom fighter. In the context of the Philippine 
modern history, acts of terrorism have been attributed to the actions of the two groups. First are the secessionist 
groups in Mindanao—the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) and its splinter, the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front. In more recent times, the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) came into being, and its permutations—the Rajah 
Solaiman Movement, which emerged from ‘Balik-Islam’ or ‘Return to Islam’ movement; the Bangsamoro 
Islamic Freedom Fighters, an Islamic separatist organization, among others. Second is the Communist Party of 
the Philippines and its armed component, the New People’s Army. 

In the early 1970s, MNLF was established and launched a guerrilla warfare campaign to struggle for an 
independent Moro state, separate from the Philippines. Since then, spin-off terrorist groups have also staked 
claims in the struggle for ‘Moro Liberation,’ the most notorious of which is the ASG founded by Abdurajak 
Abubakar Janjalani in 1991.[16] According to the Mapping Militants Project (MMP) of Stanford University:

Throughout the 1990s, the ASG gained recognition by turning to violence, engaging in 
bombings, kidnapping, assassinations, and other attacks with a special focus on Christians and 
foreigners. The ASG also targeted the Philippine military, consistent with the organization’s 
professed goal of resisting the Philippine government and establishing an independent Moro 
state.[17]

The other major strand of modern terrorism in the Philippines can be traced to the Communist insurgency. 
With the aim of overthrowing the government, the Communist Party of the Philippines, New People’s Army 
(CPP-NPA) is considered one of the oldest communist insurgencies in the world. Included in the list of foreign 
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terror organizations of the U.S. State Department, the CPP-NPA had its ranks swell during the Marcos years, 
due in part to poverty, political strife, and repression during the dictatorship—from an estimated high point of 
over 40,000 fighters, the CPP-NPA is estimated now to number only around 4,000.[18]

Terrorist Attacks

In the Philippines, the terrorist threat has taken a bloody evolution—from killings, kidnappings, and armed 
attacks in the past, to a deadly ramp up of suicide bombings  in more recent years. Between July 2018 and 
November 2019, there were six suicide bombings in the country, with evidence that further waves of bombings 
were set to take place but were foiled.[19]

•	 July 2018: Believed to be a Moroccan citizen, Abu Khatir al-Maghribi allegedly intended to drive and 
remotely detonate a van-load of explosives toward a graduation ceremony in Lamitan City, Basilan, 
meant to kill up to 4,000 schoolchildren. However, the van was stopped at a government checkpoint and 
was believed to be detonated by al-Maghribi, killing 10, to avoid arrest. 

•	 January 2019: An Indonesian couple, who had tried to enter Syria but were deported by Turkish 
authorities, blew themselves up at a cathedral in the southern Philippine town of Jolo, killing 23 and 
wounding more than 100 during a Sunday Mass.

•	 June 2019: Two men detonated their explosives outside an Army camp in Sulu, killing five, including 
themselves, and wounding 22 others. The incident has been identified as the first officially confirmed case 
of a suicide bombing in the Philippines perpetrated by a Filipino, with one of the bombers identified as 
Norman Lacusa. Investigators have not yet identified the identity and nationality of the second bomber.

•	 September 2019: A woman, believed to be an Egyptian, blew herself up at the gate of a military base in 
Jolo, causing no further casualties.

•	 November 2019: Suspected suicide bombers were foiled by government forces and two of the three 
suspected would-be bombers were believed to be the Egyptian bomber’s husband and their son.[20]
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Table 1: Number of Terrorist Attacks from 2004 to 2018 

Source: UM Global Terrorism Database [21]
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The suicide attacks were all in the Sulu archipelago, ASG’s stronghold, and were all claimed by Islamic State 
of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL, also known as ISIS).[22] It is worth noting, however, that there have been recent 
incidents for which ISIS-inspired groups have falsely taken responsibility for terrorist attacks (e.g. 2017 suicide 
attack in Resorts World Manila). Homegrown terrorists in the Philippines who also sought to align with ISIL/
ISIS attempted to take Marawi City in May 2017, provoking a five-month siege and inspiring foreign fighters 
to join the fight. Delays in rebuilding Marawi City and returning residents to their properties and homes have 
raised concerns among highly disgruntled residents that terrorist groups are using this to recruit.[23]

Despite the presence of terrorist organizations in the country over the years, Filipino terrorists have not 
embraced suicide bombing as a tactic. Indeed, most of the suicide bombers in the Philippines are foreigners. 
However, reports by both the media and the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) confirm that the first 
suicide bombing perpetrated by a Filipino took place in June 2019. This is a watershed moment in the country, 
since it signals an escalation of terrorist tactics used by local terrorists. It also demonstrates how ISIS militants 
have been able to achieve a certain level of support and cooperation from homegrown terrorists in the country. 

Figure 1: Number of Terrorist Attacks per Election Term per Major Island Group

Source: UM Global Terrorism Database [24]

Drawing on data compiled by the University of Maryland in the GTD—a dataset of terrorist attacks available 
publicly, but with certain limitations and aspects that remain contested [25] —an analysis of trends in terror 
attacks in the Philippines reveals a large spike particularly in Mindanao between 2010 and 2016. The GTD of 
the University of Maryland compiles information for each attack event, and the database logs different variables 
such as location, success of the attack, involvement of weapons or explosives, and number of casualties. Table 
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1 tabulates number of attacks per province from 2004 to 2018. Most of the terrorist activities for that time 
period have been concentrated in Mindanao, with Cotabato and Maguindanao being the hot spots for attacks. 
Figure 1 reveals a positive trend line on the number of attacks logged in the database over the last five election 
terms. However, Mindanao, which has consistently logged more attacks than the two other island groups in 
the country, has seen a decrease in number of terrorist attacks in 2016—from 1,338 in 2013 to 1,159 attacks in 
2016. 

II. Anti-Terrorist Bill

The Ateneo Policy Center held on June 17, 2020 a closed-door, non-attribution roundtable discussion hosted 
by defense and counterterrorism analysts. The meeting looked at the Anti-Terrorism Bill from the perspective 
of invited speakers who have contributed to the discussion and inputs toward the crafting of the bill. The 
speakers were ably interpellated by Dr. Jennifer S. Oreta from Ateneo’s Political Science Department, who 
requested and agreed to be attributed of her inputs. In distilling the discussions, four (4) issues were identified, 
with regards to the Anti-Terrorism Bill. To wit:

•	 First, there is evidence pointing to the risk of terrorist attacks in the country. As noted previously here, 
there is a positive trend line on the number of terrorist attacks in the Philippines during the last five 
election years, despite the decrease in the number of terrorist attacks in Mindanao in 2016. Qualitatively, 
different levels of terrorism appear to be evolving. In terms of the number of fatalities and injuries from 
logged terrorist attacks, the number has increased over the last five election years. In terms of tactics, 
the recent ramp up of suicide bombings, and the first officially confirmed case of a Filipino suicide 
bomber suggest a modification if not development of terrorist tactics used by local terrorists.

•	 Second, there is some evidence that the current legal framework for countering terrorism appears to 
be inadequate, requiring a consideration of legal reforms as part of the counterterrorism agenda.[26] 

•	 Third, part of the problem can also be traced to the array of impediments to counterterrorism strategy, 
along with the compromised credibility of State institutions critical to countering terrorism, including 
the country’s key national security agencies and institutions in the judiciary. For instance, the Human 
Security Act of 2007—the country’s former principal law against terrorism—contained provisions that 
deterred government and law enforcement agencies from fully utilizing the said law. Moreover, human 
rights violations across administrations have resulted in a diminished trust if not distrust of the public 
toward the government.[27]

•	 Finally, in the present context, the reform discussion on counterterrorism appears to be ill-timed, 
particularly given the still-looming concern over the COVID-19 pandemic, combined with lingering 
concerns over the potential abuse of State power against legitimate opposition, and over recent human 
rights issues in the government’s anti-illegal drugs campaign. 

Root Problems of Terrorism in the Philippines

The roundtable meeting identified key challenges to a successful counterterrorism effort by the government. 
First, the porous nature of the Basilan, Sulu, and Tawi-Tawi (BASULTA) littoral areas enhances the weaknesses 
of border control mechanisms, further aggravated by capability gaps among various state and security 
institutions—thus creating entry points for terrorists.[28] Second, the ethno-national connection, in terms of 
language, religion, and customs, facilitates the ease of connection among terrorist networks within the region.[29] 
Third, dysfunctional political practices and skewed socioeconomic outcomes create “misgoverned spaces”[30] 
which perpetuate long-standing grievances in certain parts of the country. These spaces provide sanctuary to 
terrorists and render the local populace vulnerable to terrorists’ coercive influence and recruitment. Further, 
the hybrid nature of terrorism (i.e. armed groups combined with engagement in political or community issues 
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to generate support from the people) makes it difficult for the state to counteract terrorist influence. A recent 
study, for instance, has pointed out that armed conflicts are a consequence of political, economic, and social 
issues that revolve around “shadow economies” which “include a broad range of actors and motives, ranging 
from political and economic elites in pursuit of wealth and power to individuals and groups that rely on the 
shadow economy for their economic survival.”[31] Finally, it is only recently that the state was able to come 
up with a ‘whole-of-nation’ approach in dealing with terrorist groups. It will take time before it gains sufficient 
traction. 

Human Security Act (HSA) of 2007: An Inadequate Legal Framework? 

Republic Act No. 9731, also known as the Human Security Act (HSA) of 2007, came into force in July 2007 
to help the government and law enforcement agencies to address the threat of terrorism to the security of the 
country. Upon signing into law, former president Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo described the measure as a “legal 
muscle to help end the paralysis of fear, empowered with a law that identifies terrorism and penalizes it, a 
law that preserves and protects freedom.”[32] However, the HSA of 2007—the country’s principal law against 
terrorism—has never been fully utilized, having been used only twice since its enactment: the first time was 
to proscribe the ASG as a terrorist organization. The second was against a person who was involved in the 
Marawi siege, but this case was eventually settled out of court.[33] The HSA of 2007 has also been criticized 
by implementing agencies as ineffective because some of its provisions make it legally and practically difficult 
to use: 

“The HSA, with good intentions, has provided numerous safeguards for the protection of the 
people’s constitutional rights and fundamental liberties. … Wittingly or unwittingly, however, 
the HSA in the final analysis, titled the scales in favour of one side, disturbing the balance. … 
The HSA while commendable for extending due regard to human rights, needs to be reviewed 
as to its efficacy as a counter-terror measure.”[34]

Among others, Section 18 provides for only three days’ detention period without a judicial warrant of arrest 
of suspected terrorists.[35] While this provision may be viewed from a human rights perspective as protection 
for the rights of individuals, law enforcement officers found the three days too short, especially when gathering 
evidence in doing a case buildup against suspected terrorists.[36] Furthermore, Section 7 of the HSA of 2007 
requires written approval from the Court of Appeals prior to the surveillance and investigation of suspected 
terrorists by law enforcement authorities.[37] If granted, the person being investigated retains the right to be 
informed of his/her surveillance and investigation, and to challenge the legality of such acts before the issuing 
Court.[38]

The HSA of 2007 also provides that any person accused of terrorism charges who is later acquitted by court 
shall be entitled to Php 500,000.00 or around USD 10,400.00 in damages for each day that he/she has been 
detained or deprived of liberty or arrested without a warrant as a result of such accusation, with the number of 
damages automatically charged against the appropriations of the police agency or the Anti-Terrorism Council 
that brought or sanctioned the filing of the charges against the accused.[39] Moreover, a person acquitted 
from terrorism charges is also entitled to Php 500,000.00 in liquidated damages for each day in which his/
her properties, assets, or funds were seized as terrorist assets, with the number of damages to be taken from 
appropriations of the police or law enforcement agency that caused the filing of the enumerated charges against 
him/her.[40] While these provisions serve as protective measures against malicious prosecution of individuals, 
these have also deterred law enforcement authorities from using the HSA of 2007: the police and the military 
have never attempted to use this law precisely because of fear that their institution might be penalized to pay 
hefty fines.[41]

In a proposal to provide law enforcers with a stronger legal measure to address acts of terrorism in the country, 
the Senate approved on third and final reading Senate Bill No. 1083 on February 26, 2020. The provisions of the 
said bill were adopted by House Committees on Public Order and Safety and on National Defense into House 
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Bill No. 6875 or the proposed “Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020”, certified as urgent by President Duterte on June 1, 
2020. The House of Representatives with 173 affirmative votes approved the proposed legislation on third and 
final reading on June 3, 2020, only two days after the president’s certification. This brings to the fore the effect 
and legal significance of the power of the president to certify a bill as urgent. Section 26 (2), Article VI of the 
1987 Philippine Constitution states that:

“(2) No bill passed by either House shall become a law unless it has passed three readings on 
separate days, and printed copies thereof in its final form have been distributed to its Members 
three days before its passage, except when the President certifies to the necessity of its enactment 
to meet a public calamity or emergency. Upon the last reading of the bill, no amendment thereto 
shall be allowed, and the vote thereon shall be taken immediately thereafter, and the yeas and 
nays entered in the Journal.”[42] (emphasis added)

A certification of a bill as ‘urgent’ means that the enactment of the proposed law is necessary to address 
public calamities or emergencies. With President Duterte’s certification of House Bill No. 6875 as ‘urgent’, the 
requirement of separate days for three readings is removed, as well as the requirement for the distribution of 
printed copies of the bill in final form three days before its passage. This essentially accelerates the legislative 
process, whereas normally it takes months for bills to be passed by both Houses of Congress.

On July 3, 2020, President Duterte signed the bill into law, officially designated as Republic Act No. 11479 or 
the “Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020”, effectively replacing the HSA of 2007 as the country’s principal law against 
terrorism, and rewriting some of its provisions, despite opposition from various sectors and growing concerns 
over some of its provisions. For instance, the Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020, like the HSA of 2007, also allows 
the arrest and detention of suspected terrorists through the Anti-Terror Council (ATC). However, the new law 
allows law enforcement agents to arrest without warrant and detain anyone suspected of engaging in terrorist 
activity for up to 14 days, and may be extended by a maximum of 10 days.[43] Apart from increasing the 
number of days of arrest and detention without a judicial warrant, the Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020 also imposes 
no liabilities for law enforcement agencies if the suspicion turns out to be false.[44] The law also provides for 
contradicting provisions on extraordinary rendition—Section 3 allows it “without framing formal charges, trial 
or approval of the court”, but Section 48 prohibits it without providing for penalties for the violation thereof. 
More importantly, Section 4 of the law fails to state what terrorism is and who is guilty of terrorism in clear 
and precise terms. Instead, the law provides for an ambiguous and overbroad definition of what qualifies as 
terrorism, making it susceptible to various interpretations, and to governmental abuse of authority especially 
when safeguards are reduced. As retired Associate Justice Vicente V. Mendoza puts it, “a statute whose terms 
are so vague that persons of common understanding must necessarily guess at its meaning or differ as to its 
application offends due process. And a statute that sweeps unnecessarily broadly both prohibited and protected 
conduct is overbroad and likewise offends due process.”[45]

III. Addressing the Credibility of State Actors 

Meanwhile, the country’s national security and law enforcement agencies face lingering issues over credibility 
and trust. The proponents of the Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020 are working on a presumption that the current 
institutions—the whole gamut of the security, executive, and judicial institutions—would give high regard to 
human rights and would exercise a robust degree of accountability. However, the strong public reaction against 
the law could be inferred as a manifestation of diminished trust in key government institutions tasked with 
implementing the Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020.   

The stigma of extrajudicial killings and the reported abuses committed on behalf of the war against illegal 
drugs by some police personnel, the controversial red-tagging practiced by some government personalities, 
and the lingering concerns over human rights violations committed across various administrations are some 
of the serious factors that affect people’s trust toward the government. In recent years, the government has 
publicly tagged legitimate organizations and party-list groups as communist fronts (e.g. Gabriela, Kabaataan, 
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and IBON Foundation). A multiagency report from the Presidential Communications Operations Office 
(PCOO), for example, submitted a multiagency report to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights (OHCHR) in May 2020 describing the ACT Teachers Party-List as “Communist Party of the 
Philippines-created and led above-ground or front mass organization and institution.”

Table 2. Complaints, Perpetrators, Victims per Year 

Source: 2008–2018 Annual Reports of the Commission on Human Rights [47]

In a recent report, the OHCHR describes the Philippines as marked with an overarching focus on public 
order and national security—including counterterrorism and illegal drugs—often at the expense of human 
rights, due process, accountability, and the rule of law.[48] Drawing on data from the Annual Accomplishment 
Reports from the Commission on Human Rights (CHR) from 2008 to 2018, figures show that since 2008, there 
has been an increasing trend in the number of human rights violations in the country. Table 2 summarizes the 
number of human rights violation complaints, perpetrators, and victims documented in the country per year, 
while Figure 2 plots these figures in a graph to show the trend. 
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Figure 2. Summary of Trends – Complaints, Perpetrators, Victims

Source: 2008–2018 Annual Reports of the Commission on Human Rights [49]

Furthermore, the CHR has recorded a total of 1,632 cases of extrajudicial killings, 163 cases of enforced 
disappearances, and 466 cases of torture from 2008 to 2018. Extrajudicial killings have increased almost twofold 
from 142 in 2008 to 239 10 years later, and reached as high as 530 in 2016. 

Table 3. Alleged Extrajudicial Killings, Enforced Disappearances, and Torture Cases per Year

Source: 2008–2018 Annual Reports of the Commission on Human Rights [50]
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Table 3 summarizes the number of cases of extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances, and torture per year 
from 2008 to 2018, while Figure 3 plots these figures in a graph to show trends. These incidents of human rights 
violations committed by state agents, supported by the data indicating an increase in the trend of extrajudicial 
killings, affect the credibility of the law-enforcement institutions in implementing provisions of the law that 
may curtail some fundamental rights.  
 

Figure 3. Summary of Trends – Alleged Extrajudicial Killings,  
Enforced Disappearances, and Torture Cases per Year 

Source: 2008–2018 Annual Reports of the Commission on Human Rights [51]

Another controversial program where human rights violations have been allegedly committed is the anti-
illegal drugs campaign called ‘Double Barrel’. One of its components, project ‘Tokhang’, does “house to house 
visitations to persuade suspects to stop illegal drug activities.”[52] Related to this, barangay officials compiled 
lists of suspected ‘drug personalities’ and passed them to the police. However, individuals had no legal recourse 
to challenge their inclusion in the said list. Police data further reveals that of the 42,286 police’s anti-illegal 
drugs operations conducted from July 1, 2016, until November 30, 2017, 507 incidents—or only 1.2 percent—
were based on an arrest warrant. According to the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency, since the launch of 
Double Barrel on July 1, 2016, and until January 31, 2020, the police killed 5,601 persons—with other estimates 
thrice that number. This clearly illustrates the need for a transparent and comprehensive reporting system by 
State and non-State actors.  

Soon after the Anti-Terror Law was passed, an incident involving AFP and Philippine National Police (PNP) 
personnel in Jolo, Sulu resulted in the death of four Army intelligence personnel.[53] The details and the 
conditions obtaining on the ground that led to this incident are still being investigated, but looking at it from 
all possible scenarios, it does not look well for the PNP, which will be one of the principal implementors of 
the Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020. Distrust permeates not only among civil society, but also among the state 
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actors themselves, in this case the AFP and the PNP. This further concretizes the trust deficit and the issue of 
competence among state actors to implement the law without abuse. 

This issue of trust also moved many of the different sectors—such as academia, law groups, rights-based 
organizations, and other vulnerable sectors that may be affected by the implementation of the law—to 
challenge the constitutionality of the Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020. At present, there are 37 petitions pending at 
the Supreme Court,[54] and these cases have been consolidated and set for oral arguments in February 2021.
[55] Some of the common constitutional issues put forward in the petitions are as follows:

•	 Section 4, as previously mentioned, provided a vague and overbroad definition of terrorism such that 
anyone or any group can easily be tagged as terrorist, especially if an act is interpreted as creating the 
atmosphere of fear, or is seen as provoking or influencing the government by intimidation. Petitioners 
argued that the law could be declared unconstitutional as the definition of ‘terrorist’ and ‘terrorist act’ 
may be void for vagueness and overbreadth, leaving law enforcers wide discretion for its execution.

•	 Section 29, on the provision on warrantless arrest by mere suspicion and without warrant from the court 
is also a controversial issue, as it allows authorities to arrest and detain suspected persons as long as they 
have the authorization of the ATC. This is an exception to the general rule that requires court warrant 
before arrest and detention.

•	 Petitioners also argue that the provision on surveillance and wiretapping may violate due process, as 
it allows law enforcement agents to conduct the same by mere application, even without a case filed in 
court. There is a danger, therefore, of abuse that will effectively authorize unreasonable searches and 
seizure against anyone who has been suspected of being a terrorist.

Lastly, it is critical to note that these trust issues extend far beyond the current administration. This might 
be a signal that there are structural and institutional challenges in implementing policies and laws—so that 
even well-designed laws must take into consideration these deficits and weaknesses. These issues are rather 
fundamental and the government will find it difficult to gain the trust and confidence of the public with regards 
to the law, unless these are addressed. 

IV. Assessment of the Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020

There is a common understanding amongst various sectors about several implications of the Anti-Terrorism 
Act of 2020 on national security. To wit:

•	 First, the law equips the state forces with a stronger arsenal to prevent acts of terrorism. The increase in 
pre-charge detention from three days to 14 days, and extendible to another 10 days, without warrant 
would allow the law enforcers sufficient time to build the case against suspected terrorists.[56]

•	 Second, the expansion of coverage to include extraterritorial terrorist acts strengthens the legal 
framework for international cooperation. The use of whole-of-nation strategy to address the changing 
nature of terrorist organizations would trigger agility among state agencies to coordinate efforts, share 
intelligence, and streamline processes. 

•	 Third, the law does not address existing structural problems. Disfunctional governance is still present, 
added by untuned policy directives between national and local governments as regards dealing with 
terrorist groups: national government does not deal with certain anti-terrorist measures, while some 
local governments in Lanao del Sur and Basilan have programs to rehabilitate members of terrorist 
organizations.[57]

•	 Fourth, there must be a separate effort to strengthen intelligence-gathering capacity, resources, and 
protocols. Currently, intelligence sharing does not directly contribute to a legal case buildup. As in the 
past, the intelligence efforts were insufficient to prosecute suspected terrorists. Gaps in the technical 
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capacity of authorities in managing intelligence continue to exist and the border security issues remain 
to be problematic. This does not necessarily require an act of legislation, but there should be appropriate 
mechanisms by which intelligence can be strengthened. 

V. Conclusion

In summary, the curious prioritization of the Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020 amidst the pandemic crisis has 
affected the public’s perception about the bill’s real intent. In much of the academic community, the ill-timed 
passage of the law only raised skepticism. To many, the government should have focused its attention on 
containing the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the populace and on resuscitating the local economy. 
There is merit in coming up with a constitutionally compliant and effective legal tool to combat terrorism, and 
under normal circumstances it would have been welcomed by the public since it will strengthen the ability of 
the state to protect society. However, these are not normal times. It does not also help that the prevailing style of 
governance, the incidents of abuses by law enforcement agencies, and the perceived loss of decency in the way 
political discourse is being conducted provided a toxic environment fostering distrust in government.

Clearly, there is a need to strike a balance between developing an effective legal strategy as an immediate 
approach, and at the same time addressing the root causes of terrorism, which is rather fundamental in nature 
and can be addressed only by efficient and effective governance strategies as headway toward trust rebuilding. 
While the Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020 should address the defects of the HSA of 2007, it should also contribute 
to efforts to address the root causes of terrorism. Addressing the root causes might require government to 
synergize the law with other strategies or efforts that look at improving the standards of governance and 
strengthening the local economy, and create opportunities for improved education among the youth, especially 
for women. The government should also look at capacitating institutions involved in the implementation of 
the law—law enforcement, judiciary, and human rights groups, among others—and fix the way it manages its 
strategic communications to the general public, as many state and non-state personalities identified with the 
government contribute to the confusing discourse on the law.

The government should also find the space to address the public’s fear over perceived ambiguity between acts 
of terrorism and the legitimate exercise of free speech and assembly. The determination of probable cause 
against persons suspected of committing acts of terrorism or inciting terrorism must be revisited, articulating 
a convincing justification as to why such determination should be given to the executive branch rather than the 
judiciary, and outweighing the danger of possible abuse. Provisions to prevent abuses and ensure accountability 
must be emphasized and strengthened, if only to mitigate against the trust deficit between the general public and 
the government. Otherwise, the Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020, as it is written, would be considered a draconian 
measure increasing insecurity and terror, rather than offering security and a path to national peace. The irony 
here is that it may actually exacerbate dissent and terrorism, if abused and unchecked. There is a need therefore 
to step back and ask again: would the Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020 effectively address the current threats of 
terrorism in the country, given the premises stated? 
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Variations on a Theme? Comparing 4chan, 8kun, and Other 
chans’ Far-Right “/pol” Boards 
by Stephane J. Baele, Lewys Brace, and Travis G. Coan

Abstract

Online forums such as 4chan and 8chan have grown in notoriety following a number of high-profile attacks 
conducted in 2019 by right-wing extremists who used their “/pol” boards (dedicated to “politically incorrect” 
discussions). Despite growing academic interest in these online spaces, little is still known about them; in particular, 
their similarities and differences remain to be teased out, and their respective roles in fostering a certain far-
right subculture need to be specified. This article therefore directly compares the content and discussion pace of 
six different /pol boards of “chan” forums, including some that exist solely on the dark web. We find that while 
these boards constitute together a particular subculture, differences in terms of both rate of traffic and content 
demonstrate the fragmentation of this subculture. Specifically, we show that the different /pol boards can be grouped 
into a three-tiered architecture based upon both at once how popular they are and how extreme their content is.

Keywords: far-right; Internet; chan boards; 4chan; 8kun; language; computational methods.

Introduction, Research Question, and Hypothesis

Brenton Tarrant’s attack on two mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand, on 15 March 2019 was not only 
shocking in its own right, but also drew the public’s attention to 8chan, an anonymous “image-board” (online 
forum where users share images alongside text) where far-right discussions were carried out and extremist 
content shared. Indeed, shortly before his shooting, Tarrant announced on the forum “I will carry out an 
attack against the invaders”, and posted a manifesto as well as links to a Facebook livestream video of his 
attack. Among the first replies came encouragements; for instance, a picture of Hitler was uploaded with the 
comment “Good luck shitposter. Rolling for many dead chinks and niggers”. In the months following this 
attack, two shooters (John Earnest and Patrick Crusius) followed the exact same modus operandi, announcing 
their imminent attacks and posting their manifestos on the forum.

While 8chan’s shutting down in August 2019, a few days after Crusius’ attack, came as a relief to many, the 
closure of the platform seemed to trigger a migration of its users to other comparable websites. It turned out that 
8chan was merely one node in a much broader, ever-changing and expanding constellation of almost identical 
image-boards. For the purpose of the present article, we refer to this constellation as the “chans”: indeed almost 
all iterations of these sites have the same visual layout, internal architecture, and a variation of the term “chan” 
in their name. A specific site name also includes either a number indicating its chronological distance from the 
two original chans (2channel [founded in 1999, renamed 5channel in 2017] and FutabaChannel [founded in 
2001 with the confusing extension 2chan.net]), or a word denoting a specific focus (the “nein” in NeinChan was 
for example supposed to signify that the site was both the ninth iteration and had a focus on particularly fascist 
content). While initially limited, the chans constellation seemed to expand in the aftermath of the closure of 
8chan: the likes of 8kun, 9chan, 16chan, ShitChan, EndChan, or NeinChan appeared (and sometimes shut 
down). All of them, including the long-standing 4chan, host “/pol” thematic boards dedicated to “politically 
incorrect” (a euphemism for racist and anti-Semitic) conversations. Iterations in other, non-English languages 
have also appeared. One such board, the /pol board of the German-language kohlchan, featured Tobias Rathjen’s 
video and manifesto very soon after his attack on the two shisha bars in Hanau, Germany, in February 2020, 
and already disseminated Stephan Balliet’s Halle shooting video (initially published on Twitch) a couple of 
months before.[1] While the most popular chans are accessible on the open Internet, others exist on the dark 
web as “onion” sites.

In spite of its offensive content and links to offline violence, this “semi-dark web” [2] far-right online constellation 
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remains largely unexplored. Specialized news outlets like Bellingcat have shed light on their main aspects,[3] 
but in-depth scientific work is almost inexistent [4] and, consequently, key questions remain unanswered. The 
present article examines one of the most pressing research questions: to what extent are the /pol boards of the 
chans similar in terms of content? In other words, do these boards host the same type of far-right content, 
constituting a coherent whole, or does each occupy a specific niche in a more fragmented ecosystem?

On the one hand, all these boards look interchangeable: they all have the same structure, publish highly offensive 
extremist far-right content (both text and visual memes), have users who write using the same characteristic 
lingo, and act as gateways to a range of different types of extreme-right wing platforms (archived extremist 
content, far-right organizations’ websites, etc.). They also seem to experience regular user migrations from 
one to the other; 8chan, for example, grew in popularity during the “#gamergate” controversy when some 
4chan users looked for an even less scrutinized forum. In other words, they all seem to contribute to the 
fabric of a single online “subculture”, understood here as a “culturally bounded (but not closed) network of 
people who come to share the meaning of specific ideas, material objects, and practices through interaction”.
[5] Key to the establishment of subcultures through such interactions is the construction of a typical identity 
for both the ingroup and the perceived outgroup(s),[6] which occurs in various ways such as the use of new or 
unusual group labels to name them [7] or the glorification/vilification of individuals crystallizing the ingroup/
outgroup values.[8] Under this light, the /pol chan boards would constitute yet another of the many particular 
subcultures populating the much broader far-right online social environment.[9]

Yet, on the other hand, a close reading of the /pol boards leaves the impression that each possesses its own 
identity; in other words, each /pol iteration appears to have its own subculture. For instance, whereas some 
appear to host favorable opinions of Brenton Tarrant, who became a cult “saint” figure, others regularly criticize 
the Christchurch shooter because he targeted Muslims instead of Jews. Overall, while all these /pol boards 
might be grouped under the very broad common umbrella of right-wing extremism, differences in ideological 
content and perhaps interaction practices do seem to exist.

To reconcile this apparent contradiction, we put forward—and empirically test—the hypothesis that while 
the /pol boards indeed partake in a common far-right online subculture, the developments recalled above 
have led to a fragmentation of this subculture into a series of distinct yet overlapping “sub-subcultures”. This 
hypothesis rests on recent work documenting “longitudinal fragmentation processes”, that is, the tendency of 
online political movements to fragment into self-segregating “homophilic” enclaves.[10] More precisely, we 
hypothesize that the mechanism driving the fragmentation of the /pol subculture is the radicalization of its 
members into increasingly extreme niches through forces akin to those described by McCauley and Moskalenko 
as “fission” (extremist organizations organically splitting up in increasingly radical groups) and “condensation” 
(extremist groups emerging from less radical ones following exogenous factors).[11] Our empirical analysis 
sought to test this hypothesis by comparing the /pol boards’ content in such a way that the extremity of their 
views can be approximated.

Addressing this question incidentally brings about two important additional benefits. First, it allows us to assess 
whether the various /pol boards are equally popular, that is, feature comparable levels of discussion activity. 
From an outsider’s perspective, it is hard to establish which of these boards are most attended and which ones 
are, conversely, unpopular; a problem reinforced by their contributors’ full anonymity. The data collected here 
to compare the content of the different boards allows us to provide insight into this question, offering essential 
information about the overall structure of the chans’ constellation. As we demonstrate below, with what we 
believe is the first study to include chan forums located in the dark net only, the traffic/popularity structure of 
the chans does in fact somewhat correspond with their ideological positioning. Second, by shedding light on an 
under-researched part of the wider far-right online ecosystem, our effort contributes to the growing literature 
on right-wing extremism on the Internet. This paper builds on recent work tracing the historical development 
of this ecosystem,[12] unpacking its cultural dimension and significance,[13] clarifying its relationship to 
radicalization,[14] and explaining processes of far-right identity construction online.[15] More specifically, it 
further demonstrates the depth of this ecosystem and investigates its dynamics of ideological fractionation/
consolidation, prolonging important recent research on these aspects.[16]
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Data and Methods

To answer our research question, we scraped the linguistic content of six chan /pol boards and analyzed it with 
a three-step methodology that utilizes computational text-analysis tools.[17]

Data. We developed custom software to extract and process all Original Posts (OPs) made to 4chan/pol, 8kun/
pol, 16chan/pol, InfinityChan/bestpol (also known as 9chan), Endchan/pol, and Neinchan/pol, over the three-
month period covering April, May, and June 2020.[18] Simultaneous collection during this timeframe allowed 
for the development of comparable corpora across the various boards (i.e., making it less likely that an external 
event could shape the discussion in board A collected at a time X, and not in board B collected at a time Y). 
Covering that 3-month timeframe—rather than a shorter period of time or a similar one at another moment—
had the benefit of avoiding the content of the forums to be overtly skewed by an important event (such as the 
U.S. presidential elections, the initial weeks of the coronavirus outbreak, the killing of George Floyd, etc.). 
Innovative techniques were, in particular, developed to extract the content from InfinityChan/bestpol and 
Neinchan/pol, which are located on the Dark Net. These six boards were selected for two main reasons: first 
because they were recently identified as the most important ones to include by a range of government units in 
charge of online extremism,[19] and second because these were the most active of the several /pol boards our 
team was monitoring and scraping at the time of data collection (as Figure 1 will make clear, other boards did 
not demonstrate a sufficient level of user engagement to motivate inclusion). As a result, our work does not 
claim to investigate a representative sample of the /pol ecosystem, but rather to focus the analysis on the most 
relevant of them. 

Both Table 1 and Figure 1 below provide key descriptive statistics on the overall level of posting activity for the 
six /pol boards. Based on the number of OPs made per day, 4chan/pol remains by far the most popular board, 
with OP traffic being almost twice as big as that of all other boards combined. 8kun/pol, which is the direct 
successor to the now defunct 8chan/pol, comes second, with all the other boards characterized by low traffic. 
The structure of the /pol boards constellation is therefore a 3-tiered hierarchy with one popular board, one less 
popular board, and many poorly attended boards.

The graph demonstrates a decrease in activity for 4chan/pol from the beginning of June; however, a more in-
depth investigation into the typical level of 4chan/pol traffic, with data from further back in time, reveals that 
the high posting activity observed in April and May corresponds to an unusual spike in pace of discussion due 
to the COVID-19 lockdown. As such, the observed decline represents the level of discussion returning to pre-
COVID levels. We also notice that 8kun/pol’s popularity seems to have slowly increased over the period under 
scrutiny; given that forum’s extreme content (cf. below), this is a worrying trend.

Table 1: Descriptive statistics of the six corpora over the period 1 April 2020 – 30 June 2020. 

4chan/pol 8kun/pol 16chan/pol Endchan/pol
Infinitychan/
bestpol (Dark 

Net)

Neinchan/pol 
(Dark Net)

Total number of Origi-
nal Posts (OPs) 8393 978 123 51 334 63

Average number of OPs 
per day 92.23 10.74 1.35 0.56 3.67 0.69

Total number of words 378,051 102,640 19,158 14,599 47,598 7,985

Average of average 
word length per OP 45.04 104.94 155.75 286.25 142.50 126.74
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Figure 1: Posting activity in the six /pol boards over the period 1 April 2020 – 30 June 2020. The number of posts presented here is 
shown as a 10-day moving average in order to make the posting behavior on the less popular chans amenable to study. This is due 
to the fact that some data is missing for some of the days in early-to-mid April for 4chan due to web driver issues. However, the 
decline in 4chan traffic from the end of May is due to lower traffic and not caused by these missing data.

 
Method

To evaluate the similarity between these boards’ content, we proceed in three steps. First, we identified, for 
each board, its 20 most frequent nouns and bigrams (sequences of two words that frequently co-occur in the 
corpus, such as “white house”). Comparing the relative frequency of the boards’ prominent nouns and bigrams 
provides a first indication of the main preoccupations of the posters and may already highlight differences in 
emphases.

Second, we conducted a correspondence analysis of the boards’ most frequent terms, which visually represents 
how specific these terms are to the various boards. Correspondence analyses, which are built from contingency 
tables (wherein entities are categorized into two or more different sets of categories), are a standard technique 
to visualize semantic differences between long texts and corpora [20]—indeed it has been used in endeavors 
as diverse as evaluating the evolution of Dickens’ style,[21] settle the disputed authorship of Gospels,[22] or, 
more pertinently for us, compare the content of Islamic State’s Dabiq and Rumiyah magazines.[23] We plotted 
the 200 most frequent nouns for the six boards in a contingency table (a 2- dimensional table with each row 
corresponding to a frequent word and the frequency counts for each /pol board appearing in the columns), and 
plotted on that basis a two-dimensional scatter diagram to visualize the results. As Kroonenberg and Greenacre 
explain, such “graphical representations of the row and column variables […] highlight the salient aspects of 
their relationship”, in our case the deviations between the lexical fields of the various boards.[24]

Third, we generated four co-occurrence networks; one for 4chan/pol, one for 8kun/pol, one for 16chan/pol, and 
one for Endchan/pol (the rationale for this selection is explained below). Co-occurrence networks, also known 
as semantic networks, are generated from co-occurrence matrix tables. They visually represent both at once 
the most frequent words of the text as nodes (whose sizes vary according to their relative frequencies) and the 
probability that these terms co-occur in the same sentence or paragraph in the text (represented as more or less 
thick and distant links connecting the nodes). This method allows for a more granular representation of each 
board’s lexical field, exposing the texts’ “interconcept organization” (or “associative network”, that is, the way 
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the concepts composing the texts take their meaning from their regular association with other ones).[25] These 
advantages make co-occurrence networks useful tools to identify the major frames, narratives, and discourses 
of political texts,[26] including violent extremists’ prose.[27] These networks, as well as the correspondence 
analysis for step 2, were generated with the KH Coder software.[28]

 
Findings and Discussion

Step 1: Most frequent terms and bigrams. Table 2 below displays the most frequent nouns for each of the six 
boards. A number of features are immediately obvious. First, the most popular nouns for all the boards concern 
the phrase “white people”, with “jew” or labels depicting black people (“black”, “nigger”) also being frequently 
used, supportive of other work that has discussed the in-group and out-group categories of the far-right online 
environment [29]. This is indicative of ingroup and outgroup labels being common to the various boards, and 
hence evidence a common subculture based on the racial distinction between white people and others.

Second, we see that compared to 4chan/pol, 8kun/pol appears to have more of a racial component to its 
discussions: the word “black” is third most frequent (compared to 11th), and the terms “jews”, “nigger”, and 
“race” appear in the table (none of them count among 4chan/pol’s 20 most frequent words). Third, the table 
seems to suggest that NeinChan hosts the most extreme content, which is perhaps not surprising given it 
exists solely on the dark web. A cursory look at this particular board demonstrates that users tend to discuss 
matters directly related to violent attacks, such as comparing the manifestos of various shooters (with Brenton 
Tarrant even having his own board aside from the /pol one). These results indicate that not all these boards are 
equally extreme—rather, they suggest that the more established and longstanding 4chan/pol hosts less extreme 
discussions, which stands in line with our fragmentation hypothesis.

Table 2: Most frequent nouns on the six /pol boards over the period 1 April 2020 – 30 June 2020  
(absolute count and ratio for the whole corpus). 

4chan/pol 8kun/pol 16chan/pol Endchan/pol Infinitychan/
bestpol Neinchan/pol

1

“people”: 

Frequency: 1580

Ratio: 0.0079

“people”: 

Frequency: 431

Ratio: 0.0076

“white”:

Frequency: 120

Ratio: 0.0117

“people”:

Frequency: 64

Ratio: 0.0097

“people”:

Frequency: 168

Ratio: 0.0065

“white”:

Frequency: 56

Ratio: 0.0130

2

“white”:

Frequency: 1059

Ratio: 0.0053

“white”: 

Frequency: 389

Ratio: 0.0069

“people”:

Frequency: 68

Ratio: 0.0066

“white”:

Frequency: 50

Ratio: 0.0075

“white”:

Frequency: 147

Ratio: 0.0057

“thread”:

Frequency: 54

Ratio: 0.01262

3

“pol”:

Frequency: 677

Ratio: 0.0033

“black”: 

Frequency: 189

Ratio: 0.0033

“group”:

Frequency: 68

Ratio: 0.0066

“jew”:

Frequency: 38

Ratio: 0.0057

“us”:

Frequency: 111

Ratio: 0.0043

“tarrant”:

Frequency: 56

Ratio: 0.0107

4

“trump”:

Frequency: 593

Ratio: 0.0029

“time”: 

Frequency: 188

Ratio: 0.0033

“state”:

Frequency: 37

Ratio: 0.0036

“race”:

Frequency: 34

Ratio: 0.0051

“time”:

Frequency: 96

Ratio: 0.0037

“meme”:

Frequency: 41

Ratio: 0.0095

5

“world”:

Frequency: 592

Ratio: 0.0029

“post”: 

Frequency: 171

Ratio: 0.0030

“time”:

Frequency: 34

Ratio: 0.0033

“jewish”:

Frequency: 27

Ratio: 0.0041

“thread”:

Frequency: 84

Ratio: 0.0032

“brenton”:

Frequency: 38

Ratio: 0.00888

6

“view”:

Frequency: 575

Ratio: 0.0028

“jew”: 

Frequency: 171

Ratio: 0.0030

“jew”:

Frequency: 34

Ratio: 0.0033

“control”:

Frequency: 27

Ratio: 0.0041

“world”:

Frequency: 65

Ratio: 0.0025

“jew”:

Frequency: 56

Ratio: 0.0130
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7

“time”:

Frequency: 556

Ratio: 0.0027

“state”: 

Frequency: 152

Ratio: 0.0027

“year”:

Frequency: 31

Ratio: 0.0030

“life”:

Frequency: 26

Ratio: 0.0039

“niggers”:

Frequency: 61

Ratio: 0.0023

“world”:

Frequency: 20

Ratio: 0.0046

8

“text”:

Frequency: 545

Ratio: 0.0027

“view”: 

Frequency: 149

Ratio: 0.0026

“world”:

Frequency: 27

Ratio: 0.0026

“woman”:

Frequency: 26

Ratio: 0.0039

“black”:

Frequency: 60

Ratio: 0.0023

“people”:

Frequency: 17

Ratio: 0.0039

9

“click”:

Frequency: 524

Ratio: 0.0026

“nigger”: 

Frequency: 149

Ratio: 0.0026

“life”:

Frequency: 27

Ratio: 0.0026

“state”:

Frequency: 23

Ratio: 0.0034

“power”:

Frequency: 57

Ratio: 0.0022

“man”:

Frequency: 17

Ratio: 0.0039

10

“country”:

Frequency: 575

Ratio: 0.0028

“text”: 

Frequency: 146

Ratio: 0.0025

“thread”:

Frequency: 26

Ratio: 0.0025

“system”:

Frequency: 23

Ratio: 0.0034

“post”:

Frequency: 56

Ratio: 0.0021

“year”:

Frequency: 13

Ratio: 0.0030

11

“black”:

Frequency: 505

Ratio: 0.0025

“race”: 

Frequency: 145

Ratio: 0.0025

“leftist”:

Frequency: 26

Ratio: 0.0025

“thing”:

Frequency: 17

Ratio: 0.0024

“pol”:

Frequency: 52

Ratio: 0.0020

“thing”:

Frequency: 13

Ratio: 0.0030

12

“shit”:

Frequency: 495

Ratio: 0.0024

“police”: 

Frequency: 143

Ratio: 0.0025

“war”:

Frequency: 24

Ratio: 0.0023

“virus”:

Frequency: 16

Ratio: 0.0024

“whites”:

Frequency: 51

Ratio: 0.0020

“site”:

Frequency: 12

Ratio: 0.0028

13

“going”:

Frequency: 489

Ratio: 0.0024

“thread”: 

Frequency: 139

Ratio: 0.0024

“thing”:

Frequency: 24

Ratio: 0.0023

“german”:

Frequency: 16

Ratio: 0.0024

“war”:

Frequency: 49

Ratio: 0.0019

“faggot”:

Frequency: 12

Ratio: 0.0028

14

“year”:

Frequency: 454

Ratio: 0.0022

“click”: 

Frequency: 135

Ratio: 0.0024

“violence”:

Frequency: 24

Ratio: 0.0023

“post”:

Frequency: 15

Ratio: 0.0022

“police”:

Frequency: 49

Ratio: 0.0019

“race”:

Frequency: 12

Ratio: 0.0028

15

“day”:

Frequency: 445

Ratio: 0.0022

“world”: 

Frequency: 128

Ratio: 0.0022

“men”:

Frequency: 23

Ratio: 0.0022

“place”:

Frequency: 14

Ratio: 0.0021

“way”:

Frequency: 48

Ratio: 0.0018

“anons”:

Frequency: 9

Ratio: 0.0021

16

“life”:

Frequency: 431

Ratio: 0.0021

“video”: 

Frequency: 127

Ratio: 0.0022

“trump”:

Frequency: 23

Ratio: 0.0022

“symptom”:

Frequency: 14

Ratio: 0.0021

“going”:

Frequency: 46

Ratio: 0.0018

“men”:

Frequency: 9

Ratio: 0.0021

17

“china”:

Frequency: 417

Ratio: 0.0020

“group”: 

Frequency: 119

Ratio: 0.0021

“control”:

Frequency: 23

Ratio: 0.0022

“cause”:

Frequency: 14

Ratio: 0.0021

“jewish”:

Frequency: 46

Ratio: 0.0018

“manifesto”:

Frequency: 9

Ratio: 0.0021

18

“woman”:

Frequency: 387

Ratio: 0.0019

“shit”: 

Frequency: 119

Ratio: 0.0021

“month”:

Frequency: 21

Ratio: 0.0020

“mind”:

Frequency: 14

Ratio: 0.0021

“race”:

Frequency: 45

Ratio: 0.0017

“pol”:

Frequency: 9

Ratio: 0.0021

19

“thing”:

Frequency: 380

Ratio: 0.0019

“trump”: 

Frequency: 118

Ratio: 0.0021

“going”:

Frequency: 20

Ratio: 0.0019

“coronavirus”:

Frequency: 13

Ratio: 0.0019

“system”:

Frequency: 44

Ratio: 0.0017

“creator”:

Frequency: 9

Ratio: 0.0021

20

“way”:

Frequency: 379

Ratio: 0.0018

“thing”: 

Frequency: 116

Ratio: 0.0020

“medium”:

Frequency: 20

Ratio: 0.0019

“number”:

Frequency: 13

Ratio: 0.0019

“jews”:

Frequency: 42

Ratio: 0.0016

“movement”:

Frequency: 8

Ratio: 0.0018
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Table 3 provides the most frequent bigrams and is generally consistent with the analysis provided in Table 
2. Namely, while race is a prominent theme indicating a common subculture across all boards, the more 
esoteric chans have more extreme content demonstrating fragmentation. 4chan/pol indeed appears to be more 
concerned with a broader range of political issues such as Donald Trump and COVID-19, the issue of race 
seems much more prominent on 8kun/pol and other boards, and terms indicative of conspiratorial narratives 
(e.g. “jew” + “control”) and slurs (e.g. “cock” + “faggotity”, “naughty” + “cock”, “piss” + “earth”) appear to 
characterize the fringe ones. Using the concept of “whiteness” as an example, one can indeed see a gradual 
increase in radical views, starting with 4chan/pol on the left mentioning “white people”, to the more racial focus 
of 8kun/pol, to 16chan/pol mentioning “white nationalist”, to “national socialist” on InfinityChan/bestpol board, 
finally ending with open discussions of Brenton Tarrant on NeinChan/pol. Overall, the first step of our analysis 
offers preliminary evidence in favor of our analysis.

Table 3: Most frequently occurring bigrams on the six /pol boards  
over the period 1 April 2020—30 June 2020.

4chan/pol 8kun/pol 16chan/pol Endchan/pol Infinitychan/
bestpol Neinchan/pol

1 “covid”, “19”: 156
“white”, “people”: 
62

“white”, “peo-
ple”: 9

“white”, “peo-
ple”: 7

“right”, “wing”: 
20

“brenton”, “tar-
rant”: 38

2 “white”, “people”: 
110

“united”, “state”: 
44

“white”, “nation-
alist”: 9 “al”, “moallem”: 7 “dont”, “care”: 18

“tarrant”, 
“meme”: 32

3 “pic”, “related”: 
86 “white”, “race”: 27

“social”, “medi-
um”: 9

“neurological”, 
“symptom”: 6

“social”, “media”: 
17

“meme”, 
“thread”: 32

4 “swine”, “flu”: 65 “black”, “life”: 24
“united”, “state”: 
6 “jew”, “control”: 6

“national”, “so-
cialist”: 17

“naughty”, 
“cock”: 8

5 “sequenced”, 
“live”: 65

“life”, “matter”: 
24

“white”, “civiliza-
tion”: 6 “span”, “n”: 6

“united”, “states”: 
13 “white”, “man”: 8

6 “people”, “lock-
down”: 64 “year”, “old”: 24 “non”, “white”: 6 “face”, “mask”: 6 “iov”, “cn”: 13 “white”, “race”: 6

7 “donald”, “j”: 62 “anti”, “white”: 22 “living”, “soul”: 6
“syrian”, “peo-
ple”: 6

“anymore”, 
“dont”: 13

“basis”, “morali-
ty”: 5

8 “hasnt”, “done”: 
62 “make”, “sure”: 21 “6”, “million”: 6

“united”, “state”: 
5 “wh”, “iov”: 12 “non”, “white”: 5

9 “done”, “any-
thing”: 61

“social”, “medi-
um”: 19 “right”, “wing”: 6 “april”, “30”: 5 “anti”, “white”: 12 “u”, “army”: 4

10 “j”, “trump”: 61
“george”, “floyd”: 
19 “anti”, “white”: 5

“minneapolis”, 
“police”: 5

“murdoch”, 
“murdoch”: 11 “race”, “war”: 4

11 “trump”, “potus”: 
61

“national”, 
“guard”: 19 “fuck”, “right”: 5 “non”, “white”: 5

“shopping”, 
“cart”: 11 “dont”, “know”: 4

12 “trump”, “hasnt”: 
61

“various”, “loca-
tion”: 19

“jewish”, “ameri-
can”: 5

“social”, “medi-
um”: 5 “dont”, “want”: 11

“cock”, “faggoti-
ty”: 4

13 “potus”, “team-
trump”: 60

“survival”, 
“bread”: 18

“white”, “suprem-
acist”: 5 “9”, “11”: 5

“white”, “people”: 
10

“human”, “con-
science”: 4

14
“teamtrump”, 
“trumpwar-
room”: 60

“cvg”, “survival”: 
18

“right”, “wing-
er”: 5

“neurological”, 
“disorder”: 5

“even”, “though”: 
10

“white”, “world”: 
4

15 “president”, “don-
ald”: 60

“yet”, “another”: 
17

“group”, “peo-
ple”: 4

“national”, “so-
cialism”: 4

“national”, “so-
cialists”: 10 “piss”, “earth”: 4

16 “black”, “people”: 
59

“terrorist”, “orga-
nization”: 16 “deutsch”, “pol”: 4

“police”, “depart-
ment”: 4 “white”, “man”: 9

“discussion”, 
“meme”: 3
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17 “right”, “wing”: 
58

“livestream”, 
“various”: 16 “year”, “ago”: 4

“cause”, “neuro-
logical”: 4

“many”, “peo-
ple”: 9

“sexual”, “degen-
eracy”: 3

18 “coronavirus”, 
“gov”: 54 “new”, “york”: 16 “jew”, “died”: 4 “severe”, “case”: 4 “non”, “whites”: 9

“remove”, “pen-
guin”: 3

19 “gov”, “trump”: 
54

“police”, “officer”: 
16 “pro”, “white”: 4

“show”, “people”: 
4

“black”, “crime”: 
8

“white”, “nation-
alism”: 3

20 “billion”, “peo-
ple”: 53

“right”, “wing”: 
16 high”, “iq”: 4 “case”, “covid”: 4 “white”, “men”: 8

“low”, “testoster-
one”: 3

Step 2: Correspondence analysis of words. A correspondence analysis of words, with the six boards (red boxes) 
plotted together in Figure 2 below with their most frequent words (turquoise dots), allows us to visualize the 
boards’ lexical similarities and differences. Indeed to simplify, the closer the boards are to each other, the more 
similar they are in terms of the words contained in their discussions. In other words, what our correspondence 
graph reveals is how specific each word is to the six boards: in the plot, a word that appears very close to one 
board does not necessarily appear more in this board but has a stronger relative association with this one 
board. For example in Figure 2, “video” may well occur very frequently in 4chan/pol, but is far more specific to 
16chan/pol.

Figure 2: Correspondence analysis displaying the most frequent words (turquoise dots) in the /pol boards of 4chan/pol, 8kun/pol, 
InfinityChan/bestpol, 16chan/pol, NeinChan/pol, and EndChan/pol (red squares). In this plot, a closer distance between a word and a 
board indicates a more specific association based on relative frequencies, not necessarily a higher absolute frequency. 
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One observation appears that strengthens the findings from step 1, further backing our hypothesis: words 
that represent a more openly xenophobic and confrontational type of far-right language—such as “nigger”, 
“jew”, “white”, “war”, “race”, or “power”—are located at the right side of the plot, where all the third-tiered 
/pol boards are also located, including the two Dark Web boards of InfinityChan and NeinChan. 4chan/
pol, albeit without a doubt a far-right forum, is situated at the other side of the graph, surrounded by less 
contentious words that denote the broader interest in political news (e.g. “president”, “money”, “government”, 
“coronavirus”, “country”). This corroborates our earlier suggestion that the content of the minor chans is more 
extreme than that of 4chan/pol, with 8kun/pol situated in between the two groups: in other words, it appears 
that the 3-tier structural hierarchy of the boards (in terms of their posting frequency) corresponds to increased 
ideological extremism, in line with our working hypothesis. This said, while 16chan/pol, InfinityChan/bestpol, 
and NeinChan/pol occupy a comparable position, EndChan/pol is located very far from them in the graph, with 
very few of the most common words located near it; this means that its lexical field contains specificities that 
make it stand out from that of the other boards (as we foresaw in Table 2).

Step 3: Co-occurrence networks. We extend our previous analysis by generating and analyzing four co-
occurrence networks (Figures 3, 4, 5, and 6). We estimate a separate network for 4chan/pol and 8kun/pol, given 
their respective status as first and second most visited boards, but only plotted two networks for the remaining 
smaller boards for the sake of clarity and pertinence. From these marginal chans, we selected 16chan/pol 
because it stands at the center of the semantic cluster (in Figure 2) occupied by NeinChan/pol and InfinityChan/
bestpol, and Endchan/pol because of its apparent oddity revealed by the first two steps of the analysis. While 
these graphs’ rich content offers multiple analytical insights, we can only focus here on what we believe are the 
two most crucial findings in terms of our research question and hypothesis.

First, our main observations from steps 1 and 2 are further confirmed: 4chan/pol appears to display less extreme 
content than the other boards. Its most central discussion theme (green cluster) is the coronavirus situation, 
and while there are political discussions (blue cluster on Trump and political ideologies; small clusters on 
news events such as the Black Lives Matter protests) as well as a concern for race indicative of a common far-
right subculture (e.g. black-white top cluster), brazenly racist lingo is absent and the most extreme right-wing 
concerns are not prominent. On the contrary, 8kun/pol’s central cluster contains that language (“chimpout” [a 
derogatory term for the Black Lives Matter movement], “nigger”, “officer” co-occurring with “ass”) and features 
important far-right themes (see for example the right side of the purple cluster with “hitler”, “propaganda”, 
“struggle”, “control”, or “socialism”) and framing (see for example the co-occurrence of “black” with “cop”), 
together with indications that far-right conspiracy theories are talked about (“bill” – “gates”, “murdoch” – 
“channel”). Trump and U.S. politics feature less centrally. 16kun/pol’s discussions are less clearly clustered, 
indicating that themes are more mixed up in discussions; moreover, xenophobia permeates the content of all 
these amalgamated debates. For example, the blue cluster on the left shows a concern for “white” “civilization”. 
That board appears to have a more anti-Semitic content than the others, with words such as “zionist”, “kosher”, 
“israel”, “kike” [a derogatory slang term for Jews], or “holocaust” spread across the network, which indicates 
a specific “sub-subculture”. In sum, 8kun/pol and 16kun/pol are both more extreme than 4chan/pol, but while 
8kun/pol is marked by white supremacist concerns, 16kun/pol presents a more anti-Semitic tone.

Second, the peculiarity of EndChan further appears. While the forum does contain far-right anti-Semitic 
discussions (see for example the green cluster on the left-hand side, with “trump” co-occurring with “goyim” 
and “jew” with the discussions about the “looting” and “burning” of the protests [following the death of George 
Floyd]), the forum seems to be an eclectic aggregation of different discussions about themes as diverse as ancient 
European culture (“greek”, “culture”, “history”, “art”, “light”, “paint”, etc.), the 5G conspiracy (“5g”, “phone”), and 
the coronavirus (blue cluster, bottom right). This heterogeneous assemblage of different themes, with recurring 
far-right concerns, is partly due to the low popularity of the forum, which hasn’t succeeded in constituting a 
solid user base and coherent “identity”.

Overall, this last step’s granular analysis delivers results that confirm those of the first two steps, and so largely 
confirms our working hypothesis: while all the /pol boards together contribute to a common online far-right 
subculture structured by the racist opposition between “white” people and their “enemies”, clear differences 
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exist that evidence the fragmentation of this particular ecosystem—through fission/condensation—of this 
subculture into a range of ever-more extremist niches, or “sub-subcultures”, each with its particular ideological 
nuances and linguistic practices.

Figure 3: Co-occurrence network for 4chan/pol.
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Figure 4: Co-occurrence network for 8kun/pol.
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Figure 5: Co-occurrence network for 16chan/pol.
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Figure 6: Co-occurrence network for EndChan/pol.

Conclusions

In the context of both a rise in far-right-inspired violent attacks and a fast-developing extreme right-wing 
online presence, this paper sought to establish the extent to which the /pol boards of the multiplying chan 
forums were similar in content and discussion pace, in order to test our hypothesis that while the /pol boards 
do partake in a common far-right online subculture, this subculture has fragmented into several distinct yet 
overlapping “sub-subcultures” along extremity lines.

Overall, our findings confirmed this hypothesis. On the one hand, we found that all of the /pol boards do 
indeed contribute to the same particular far-right, white-supremacist online subculture. On the other hand, we 
found that this subculture is not fully coherent, demonstrating the kind of “longitudinal fragmentation” [30] 
through a “fission”/“condensation” radicalization process evoked above.[31]. Indeed the /pol environment is 
characterized by a three-tiered structure in terms of both a gradation in the extremity of the views expressed 
in the forums and their popularity. Our analysis indeed revealed that the long-standing 4chan/pol remains by 
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far the most popular /pol board at the top of the three-tiered hierarchy wherein the newer, more esoteric chans 
occupy a fringe position, hosting much fewer—but clearly more extreme—participants.

Whether that pattern is a common evolution of extremist subcultures on the Internet, or only a specific feature 
of the chans’ ecosystem, is a crucial question with important policy implications that ought to be answered 
by further research. As “alt-tech” platforms such as Gab, Discord, Slug, or BitChute pull more and more users 
from increasingly strict companies like Facebook, Twitter, or YouTube, investigations of extremist community 
formation should evaluate whether the same dynamics also hold there.
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Climate Change - Terrorism Nexus? A Preliminary Review/
Analysis of the Literature 
by Jeremiah O. Asaka

Abstract

Climate change and terrorism are two key global security concerns of our time. Despite that fact, the two continue 
to predominantly be analyzed separately by most security studies scholars. However, interest on the interplay 
between these two concerns has grown considerably particularly over the past two decades. The growth in interest 
is attributable to the close to two decades of scholarship on the climate-security nexus. That scholarship establishes 
climate change as a threat multiplier, which worsens existing problems and aggravates vulnerabilities. This text 
presents findings of a preliminary literature review/analysis of 112 documents published between 2000 and 2020. 
The literature review/analysis was guided by the following three broad questions. What does the literature say about 
the link and/or lack thereof between climate change and terrorism? What is the publication trend for literature 
that explore the relationship between climate change and terrorism? What insight(s) for future policy and/or 
research? The text identifies two patterns of interaction with regards to the interplay between climate change and 
terrorism. On one hand, a simple one-way indirect relationship wherein climate change aggravates existing social 
vulnerability, which is a known enabler/driver of terrorism. On the other hand, a complex relationship wherein 
climate change contributes to terrorism and vice versa through a self-reinforcing process characterized by feedback 
loops.

Keywords: Climate change, terrorism, climate security, global security, human security, environmental security

Introduction

Since the end of Cold War, security thinking has evolved considerably. Security no longer simply revolves 
around a given state’s concern(s) with imagined/real external aggression threats from either another state’s 
military (or joint military force involving an alliance of states) or non-state actor(s) particularly an individual 
terrorist (also known as lone wolf) and/or amorphous terrorist organization (for example, Al Qaeda, Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria [ISIS], Al Shabaab, and Boko Haram). Today, the notion of security encompasses issues 
that were previously considered to be outside its purview such as climate change, pandemics (for example, 
coronavirus disease of 2019 [COVID-19], Ebola, Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome [SARS], and Middle 
East Respiratory Syndrome [MERS]), disasters (for example, hurricanes, wildfires, droughts, and floods) and 
a host of other concerns which are usually framed under the human security banner, including food security, 
economic security, personal security, community security, political security, health security, and environmental 
security, among others.[1] Indeed, today even proponents of state-centered security (national security) are 
increasingly framing issues such as climate change and infectious diseases in security terms.[2]

Concern over security implications of climate change dates back several decades and continues to grow both 
among security studies scholars and policy makers.[3] The broad and growing literature on a climate-security 
nexus is predominantly focused on understanding the relationship between climate change and security in all 
its facets.[4] Therefore, the literature can be grouped into several not-quite-comprehensive and not-so-neatly 
defined categories as follows. 

•	 Climate and conflict/peace literature, which initially primarily looked at climate change’s threat 
multiplier effect on existing conflicts but has since evolved to also focus on the conflict/peace potential 
of climate change adaptation and mitigation.[5] 

•	 Climate change and natural disasters literature explores what climate change’s effect on the intensity 
and frequency of weather-related disasters such as hurricanes, floods, tropical cyclones, droughts, and 
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wildfires among others means for security of individuals, communities, cities, and countries across 
different geographical contexts.[6] 

•	 Climate change and the resource nexus literature shows how climate variability and climate change 
acting, for example, on the water-energy-food nexus can exacerbate human insecurities in a variety of 
ways in various geographical contexts across the globe.[7] 

•	 The literature on climate change and public health examines the influence of climate change on disease 
emergence, spread, and spatial distribution to understand what it means for global health security. This 
literature establishes that climate change contributes both to the emergence of new pandemics as well 
as the continued spatial spread of diseases across various geographical contexts.[8] 

•	 A final category involves literature that explores the interplay between climate change and migration. 
This literature explains how climate change acting on existing social vulnerabilities predisposes certain 
sections of human population in places like Central America and Mexico among others to migrate as 
a coping strategy—usually with far-reaching implications for their own human security as well as the 
homeland security of the migrant-receiving countries such as the United States.[9] 

These are just a few examples of ways that extant literature frames and/or explores the climate-security nexus. 

A relatively recent and growing area of interest—for both scholars and policy makers—within the climate-
security nexus scholarship concerns the relationship and/or lack thereof between climate change and terrorism.
[10] An increasing number of security studies scholars—especially scholars of national/homeland security—
are concerned with understanding the interplay between climate change and terrorism.[11] It is this specific 
aspect of the climate-security nexus that this Research Note concerns itself with. It documents findings of a 
preliminary literature review/analysis of the interplay between climate change and terrorism in various geo-
political contexts. This literature review/analysis was guided by the following three broad questions. (i) What 
does the literature say about the link and/or lack thereof between climate change and terrorism? (ii) What is the 
publication trend for literature that explore the relationship between climate change and terrorism? (iii) What 
insight(s) can we derive for future policy and/or research?

This Research Note is divided into four sections. Following this introduction is a methods section, which 
discusses the methodological aspects of the text, including literature search, selection and review/analysis. 
This is then followed by a findings and discussion section organized around the three guiding questions (i, ii & 
iii). Finally, the Research Note ends with a conclusion section, which summarizes its key findings and makes 
recommendations for future policy and research. 

Literature Review/Analysis 

Literature search was purposely limited to the period between January 2000 and February 2020. It proceeded as 
follows. First, the author purposely selected eight reputable peer-reviewed journals with a focus on terrorism/
security/intelligence (see Table 1 for a list of journals and summary of the number of articles that were selected 
for review/analysis from each journal). In selecting journals, the author was guided by whether or not a journal 
is peer-reviewed and/or has a security/terrorism/intelligence focus. This being a preliminary literature review/
analysis, it is by no means exhaustive. Journals that otherwise meet the selection criteria but have not been 
included here should not in any way be construed as not meriting inclusion. The following search phrases 
were used to search for peer-reviewed articles within the selected journals: climate change, global warming, 
and climate security. Articles that mention at least one of these terms were selected for further review/analysis. 
A total of 92 peer-reviewed articles were selected for review/analysis at the end of this stage of the literature 
search process.
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Table 1: A Summary of Peer-Reviewed Articles
Name of Journal Number of Articles
Perspectives on Terrorism 7
Journal of Terrorism Research 3
Studies in Conflict and Terrorism 12
Terrorism and Political Violence 11
Journal of Strategic Security 18
International Journal of Cyber Warfare and Terrorism 2
International Journal of Intelligence and CounterIntelligence 18
Intelligence and National Security 21
Total 92

Source: Author
Note: This table details the names of journals and the respective number of articles selected for review/analysis from each journal. 

Second, a Google search was conducted using two key search phrases, namely climate security report and 
climate change and terrorism report. Additionally, government and think-tank reports on climate change and 
terrorism were also sought on websites of the following purposively selected think-tanks and United States 
(U.S.) government departments/programs: U.S. Global Change Research Program, U.S. Department of Defense 
(DOD), U.S. Department of State, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, the Center for Climate and Security, 
American Security Project, International Military Council on Climate and Security, and Adelphi. The choice 
of these entities was primarily informed by the centrality of climate change, security, and/or terrorism to their 
mission/work. As was the case with journals, this is not an exhaustive list. Any entity that is not included here 
should not be seen as not meriting inclusion. Instead, non-inclusion of such entities should be understood 
within the context of this text being a preliminary literature review/analysis. This stage of the literature search 
process resulted in the selection of 21 reports, which were subjected to a further in-text search procedure 
to identify and select only those that mention both climate change/global warming and terrorism (and its 
variance, namely terrorist and terror) for review/analysis. 

The in-text search was conducted using the following search words/phrases: Climate change, Global warming, 
Climate security, Terrorism, Terrorist, and Terror. It proceeded as follows. For every report that mentioned 
climate change, global warming, and/or climate security following an initial in-text search, a corresponding 
in-text search for terrorism, terrorist, and/or terror was performed on the same. All the 21 documents were 
subjected to both an initial and corresponding in-text search process. But only documents that mentioned 
climate change, global warming, and/or climate security during initial in-text search and terrorism, terrorist, 
and/or terror during corresponding in-text search were selected for review/analysis. A total of 17 reports were 
selected for review/analysis (see Table 2). 
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Table 2: A Summary of Reports 
Report Reviewed/Analyzed
2005 U.S. National Defense Strategy N
2008 U.S. National Defense Strategy Y
2010 U.S. Quadrennial Homeland Security Review Y
2014 U.S. Quadrennial Defense Review Y
2014 U.S. Quadrennial Homeland Security Review Y
Country Reports on Terrorism 2016 Y
Country Reports on Terrorism 2017 N
Country Reports on Terrorism 2018 N
2018 U.S. National Defense Strategy N
2019 Report on Effects of a Changing Climate to the Department of Defense Y
A Climate Security Plan for America (2019) Y
A Security Threat Assessment of Global Climate Change (2020) Y
Insurgency, Terrorism and Organized Crime in a Warming Climate (2016) Y
American Security Project’s Climate Security Report (2012) Y
First U.S. National Climate Assessment Report (2001) Y
Second U.S. National Climate Assessment Report (2009) Y
Third U.S. National Climate Assessment Report (2014) Y
Fourth U.S. National Climate Assessment Report (2018) Y
2010 U.S. Quadrennial Defense Review Report Y
The Responsibility to Prepare and Prevent (2019) Y
2020 World Climate Security Report Y

Source: Author
Note: This table details the twenty-one reports that were initially selected for review/analysis and the seventeen that were actually 
reviewed/analyzed. The first column details all the twenty-one reports that were initially selected for review/analysis. The second 
column identifies the seventeen reports that were actually reviewed/analyzed. In the second column, Y indicates that a report was 
reviewed/analyzed and N indicates that a report was not reviewed/analyzed.

Finally, two books and one thesis were purposely selected for review because of their centrality to the topic 
at hand. In summary, this Research Note is based on a review/analysis of 112 documents. Table 3 provides a 
summary of the reviewed/analyzed documents by type and quantity. 

Table 3: A Summary of Reviewed/Analyzed Documents by Type and Quantity
Type of document Quantity
Peer-reviewed articles 92
Reports 17
Theses 1
Books 2
Total 112

Source: Author 
Note: This table details literature that was reviewed/analyzed by the author. Notes only contain in-text citations. 

The literature review/analysis involved reading the selected documents, thematic/statistical analysis of the 
same, synthesis of the findings, and presentation of the synthesis in a concise and coherent narrative format.[12] 
Thematic analysis involved manual coding of the selected documents using qualitative codes, which emerged 
from an initial coding of one of the selected documents entitled Insurgency, Terrorism, and Organized Crime: 
Analyzing the Links Between Climate Change and Non-State Armed Groups.[13] This particular document 
was purposively selected for initial coding because of its specific focus on the nexus between terrorism and 
climate change, which is the primary focus of this text. The codes that emerged from the initial coding process 
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are climate change, global warming, security, and terrorism. During the second cycle of coding, these codes 
were subsequently organized into two broad themes: Climate change and security, and climate change and 
terrorism. Finally, the third cycle of coding involved thematic analysis of the rest of the documents using these 
codes. Statistical analysis involved generating a publication trend and frequency distribution. The specifics of 
this particular method are discussed further in the next section. 

 
Findings and Discussion

What Is the Publication Trend for Literature That Explores the Relationship between Climate Change and 
Terrorism? 

An issue of particular interest in the context of this review/analysis concerns gaining insight into the publication 
trend of climate change and security/terrorism literature. In order to generate a publication trend, the author 
first tallied the number of publications for each type of document that was selected for review/analysis—
namely peer-reviewed journal articles, reports, theses, and books. This initial tallying was based on year of 
publication. The resultant disaggregated data was then aggregated for each year from 2000 to 2020. With the 
aid of Microsoftâ Excel for Mac, the author generated and visualized a publication trend (see Table 4).  

As Table 4 shows, there has been a sustained rise in the number of publications since 2000. Furthermore, 
considering that peer-reviewed journal articles constitute more than eighty percent of documents reviewed/
analyzed for this text, and also that the articles were sourced from primarily national security-oriented journals, 
the observed trend can be interpreted to mean that today climate change is entrenched as a security issue/
concern. 

Table 4: Publication Trend 

Source: Author
Note: This table details the overall trend in publication of literature on climate change and security/terrorism from 2000 to February 
2020. The table is based on literature that was reviewed/analyzed by the author for this text. Notes contain in-text citations only. 
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On a related note, in the process of thematically analyzing the selected documents, it became apparent that 
some documents discuss climate change and security/terrorism without necessarily exploring the connection 
between them. This reality necessitated a simple statistical analysis to highlight the relative distribution of the 
documents based on whether or not they explore the climate security/terrorism nexus. In order to achieve this, 
the author relied on insight from the thematic analysis of the documents and came up with the following three 
broad categories to facilitate statistical analysis: (1) Document explores the link and/or lack thereof between 
climate change and security; (2) Document specifically explores the link and/or lack thereof between climate 
change and terrorism; (3) Document does not explore the link and/or lack thereof between climate change and 
security/terrorism. 

Using a YES/NO criterion, each document was then categorized accordingly. To facilitate statistical analysis, 
the author coded YES as 1 and NO as 0. With the aid of Microsoftâ Excel for Mac, the author then computed 
frequency distribution for the three aforementioned analytical categories and visualized the same using a 
column chart (see Table 5). 

Table 5: Relative Distribution of Documents Based on Whether or Not They Explore Nexus 

 
Source: Author
Note: This table details frequency distribution of the reviewed/analyzed documents with respect to three analytical categories: (1) 
Document explores climate-security nexus; (2) Document specifically explores climate-terrorism nexus; (3) Document neither 
explores climate-security nexus nor climate-terrorism nexus. It is worth pointing out here that category 2 is a subset of category 1. 
Meaning all documents in the former category belong in the latter category as well. But obviously not all documents in category 1 
belong in category 2.

Table 5 reveals that a relatively large proportion (59 out of 112) of the literature that was reviewed/analyzed 
does not explore the relationship between climate change and security. Even more important in the context 
of this Research Note, Table 5 shows that a significantly small proportion (18 out of 112) of the literature that 
was reviewed/analyzed does specifically explore the interplay between climate change and terrorism. Why this 
is the case is open to interpretation and falls outside the scope of this Research Note (but would make for an 
interesting undergraduate/graduate research project). Perhaps a final insight from the foregoing is that climate 
change is increasingly gaining traction in the literature on terrorism. 

What Does the Literature Say about the Link and/or Lack Thereof between Climate Change and Terrorism?

A key message emerging from the literature review concerns the existence of a relationship between climate 
change and terrorism. But how does this relationship play out exactly? This Research Note finds that climate 
change and terrorism are linked in at least two ways. First, there exists a simple one-way indirect link between 
the two whereby climate change acts as a threat multiplier and/or enabler of terroristic activity (see Figure 1). 
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In this first relationship, climate change acting as a threat multiplier can worsen existing social vulnerability 
if adaptation and/or mitigation measures are not put in place to help reduce such vulnerability and/or build 
resilience.[14] Social vulnerability has been linked to both the spread of terrorism as well as the likelihood that 
an individual may be recruited to join a terrorist group as the following passage notes: 

Boko Haram, other radical religion-based movements, ‘for hire’ gangs of political thugs and common 
criminal networks draw their support and recruits largely from poverty-stricken, destitute young males 
desperate for an alternative to the life fate and history have condemned them.[15]

Foley and Holland point out that, “climate change aggravates existing poverty, social tensions, environmental 
degradation, and weak political institutions; these factors may impact the numbers of terrorist organizations, 
especially if the presence of the state weakens”.[16] As if to reiterate this point, the 2014 quadrennial defense 
review report of the U.S. DOD provides that “climate change and associated trends may also indirectly act 
as ‘threat multipliers.’ They aggravate stressors abroad that can enable terrorist activity and violence, such as 
poverty, environmental degradation, and social tensions”. [17]

Figure 1: A Simple One-Way Indirect Relationship between Climate Change and Terrorism 

Source: Author
Note: This Figure shows a simple one-way indirect relationship between climate change and terrorism. It details how climate change’s 
influence on the intensity and frequency of weather-related disasters leads to worsening of existing social vulnerability which in turn 
feeds into terrorism thereby enabling and/or driving it.

Furthermore, the literature review/analysis also establishes that context is key in determining whether or not 
climate change enables terroristic activities.[18] For instance, climate change can be an enabler of terroristic 
activities in a post–natural disaster context where the response capacity of the affected state and/or population 
is significantly comprised.[19] A recent United Nations Development Program (UNDP) report on the interplay 
between climate change and violent extremism corroborates this point when it states, in part, that “fragile and 
natural resource constrained contexts can provide fertile ground for violent extremist groups to flourish and 
extend their reach, particularly, where governance and institutions are weak and may not be able to respond, 
the COVID-19 pandemic serving also to highlight gaps in response”.[20] With climate change expected to 
aggravate the intensity and frequency of natural disasters such as hurricanes, it is possible to see how it links 
to an elevated risk of terroristic activity picking up. In other words, an increase in the intensity of weather-
related natural disasters may in turn take a toll on state capacity to respond and/or cope. With state’s capacity to 
respond/cope comprised, terrorist groups may find it easy to take advantage of the situation to recruit members 
and/or stage attacks on an already-vulnerable communities, cities, or countries.

Second, the literature review/analysis also establishes the existence of a complex relationship between climate 
change and terrorism, which is self-reinforcing through feedback loops. That is, climate change drives and/
or enables terrorism, which in turn drives climate change through a feedback loop (see Figure 2). A case in 
point is the effect of climate change on forest fires and vice versa. As noted in the introduction section of this 
Research Note, climate change is expected to increase the intensity and frequency of forest fires. In the wake 
of increased frequency and intensity of forest fires in parts of Europe, Australia, and the United States in the 
recent past, an individual acting alone or as part of a terrorist group can take advantage of this emerging new 
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normal to engage in pyro-terrorism.[21] Indeed, some terrorist groups such as Al Qaeda are known to have at 
some point seriously considered launching arson attacks in some of these forest fire–prone regions of the world 
as the following passage reveals:

From the beginning of September 2008, a renewed concern emanated from Western intelligence 
agencies to the effect that Al Qaeda terrorists were planning a ‘global fireball,’ in a departure from its 
war on the West. Deliberately lighting forest fires in Europe, the United States, and Australia would not 
only stretch emergency services, but would also leave insurance companies facing multibillion-dollar 
claims, as the credit crunch bites. The fires would also create a pollution disaster, with billions of tons of 
climate change gases escaping into the atmosphere. The so-called Forest Jihad is being championed by 
Islamic scholars and Osama bin Laden’s terror strategists who believe setting fire to dry woodlands will 
produce maximum damage at minimum risk.[22]

Pyro-terrorism—if it were ever to happen on a grand scale—would undoubtedly contribute to climate change 
through emission of greenhouse gases. Climate change then in turn makes conditions favorable for pyro-
terrorism and the cycle continues probably until an intervening variable changes its course. With forest fires 
expected to get worse in terms of frequency and intensity as climate changes, vulnerability of forests to terrorist 
attacks remains a real concern for governments across the globe.[23]

Figure 2: A Complex Relationship between Climate Change and Terrorism 

Source: Author
Note: This figure shows a complex relationship between climate change and terrorism. It details a self-reinforcing feedback loop 
relationship where: (1) climate change indirectly contributes to terrorism by exacerbating existing social vulnerability, and (2) pyro-
terrorism (a subset of terrorism) directly drives climate change through terrorist-instigated forest fires.

From the foregoing, it is evident that climate change is without a doubt linked to terrorism and vice versa. Thus, 
a climate-terrorism nexus does indeed exist. This finding is in tandem with existing knowledge on the broader 
climate-security nexus.[24]



89ISSN  2334-3745 February 2021

PERSPECTIVES ON TERRORISM Volume 15, Issue 1

What Insight(s) for Future Policy and/or Research? 

After close to three decades of environmental security research and scholarship, and close to two decades 
of research specifically on security implications of climate change, it is now time to move beyond the usual 
preoccupation—particularly among security studies scholars—with understanding the link between climate 
change and security. While there is really nothing wrong with deepening understanding of the climate-security 
nexus, it is important to be wary of paralysis of analysis and its associated dangers including inability to make 
headways especially where timely decision-making aimed at reducing vulnerability and building resilience is 
needed. 

Knowledge on climate change’s contribution to human insecurity and other insecurities (for example, insecurity 
relating to key critical infrastructure sectors such as water, energy, and food) is now well established. Because 
of this fact, the text argues that focus should now shift toward leveraging such knowledge to guide context-
specific adaptation and/or mitigation interventions at multiple scales across the globe. 

Fortunately, this perceived paralysis of analysis is somewhat limited to the academy. The U.S. DOD, for example, 
has been at the forefront championing for action on climate change.[25] The U.S. military has long considered 
climate change to be both a threat multiplier and an existential threat, Trump presidency’s position on climate 
change notwithstanding.[26] Climate change impacts U.S. military readiness and response through several 
pathways including: frequent and intense flooding which threatens military bases at home and abroad; frequent 
and intense heat waves which limit outdoor training opportunities; and frequent and intense hurricanes which 
overstretch the military’s response capacity in addition to threatening military bases at home and abroad. Due 
to these (and other) reasons, U.S. military continues to treat climate change as a serious security concern. 

Moreover, insights from the Obama presidency show considerable strides have been made on the practitioner’s 
front as the following passage attests.

Under the Obama administration, a multipronged approach seems to have developed in countering 
the al-Shabaab that combines hard and soft power, with the United States either using unilateralism, 
bilateralism, and multilateralism to counter weak, fragile states that may become homes to radical, 
Islamist groups. On the multilateral side, Washington has sought to work with regional actors, such 
as the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) and the African Union peacekeeping 
operation in Somalia. With IGAD the United States is addressing human security issues by working on 
climate change detection and analysis as well as the promotion of resilience in the face of environmental 
insecurity. In 2016, United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and IGAD signed 
an agreement committing USAID to a five-year program to increase trade, investment in food security, 
and health service for marginalized communities.[27]

In the wake of recent calamities such as the COVID-19 pandemic and the 2020 desert locust invasion in 
parts of Africa and the Middle East, proactive approaches exemplified in the U.S. military resilience building 
endeavors and the Obama administration’s multipronged strategy point to where the focus should be moving 
forward.[28] As such, future research should focus less on understanding the nexus and more on leveraging 
existing knowledge on the nexus to inform policy accordingly. For example, it is known that social vulnerability 
is an important bridge that links climate change and terrorism.[29] Therefore, addressing social vulnerability 
should be central to future research and policy. The future demands more targeted context-specific action and 
less analysis for analysis sake.[30]

Conclusion

Climate change is real. In a security context, it is both a threat multiplier and an existential threat. This Research 
Note set out to understand what extant literature says about the link and/or lack thereof between climate change 
and terrorism. It establishes that climate change and terrorism are linked and that the relationship between the 
two plays out in at least two different ways.
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On one hand, climate change aggravates existing social vulnerability which enables/drives terrorism. On the 
other hand, climate change drives terrorism and vice versa through a complex relationship characterized by 
feedback loops. 

Importantly, this Research Note finds that existing climate-security nexus literature is to a large extent focused 
more on understanding the link and/or lack thereof between the two. It finds that minimal attention is given to 
actions for addressing the climate-security nexus challenge. In this regard, the Research Note makes the case 
for a shift in the focus of climate-security nexus scholarship from simply explaining the nexus to changing 
the nexus in such a way as to minimize its deleterious aspects. To that end, the text recommends that future 
research in this area should focus on understanding how to best leverage existing knowledge on the nexus 
to inform context-specific adaptation and/or mitigation intervention(s) at multiple scales across the globe. 
Concerning the climate-terrorism nexus specifically, focus of future scholarship should be on understanding 
how to effectively reduce social vulnerability and build resilience in specific contexts especially those that have 
a history of terroristic activities such as the United States, Nigeria, Kenya, Pakistan, and Somalia among others. 
Since greater social vulnerability often feeds into ongoing conflict(s)—and/or contributes to the emergence of 
domestic resource-related conflicts—it tends to lead also to cross-border emigration. On the other side of the 
border immigration exercises pressures on receiving countries, e.g., in Europe and North America. This, in 
turn, tends to increase xenophobia which contributes to right-wing violence particularly against migrants. This 
issue is of growing concern across the globe, but more so in the Sahel region, Central America, and countries 
around the Mediterranean. And climate change, acting as a threat multiplier, will only make things worse.

As this preliminary review/analysis has established, climate change acts on existing vulnerabilities that serve as 
actual and/or potential drivers/enablers of terrorism. Therefore, future policy interventions aimed at addressing 
actual and/or potential security implications of climate change should focus on reducing—ideally eliminating—
vulnerabilities especially social vulnerabilities in affected contexts around the globe. To achieve this in the 
specific context of terrorism, it is imperative that climate change adaptation/mitigation be mainstreamed and 
made a key aspect of global counterterrorism strategy by all concerned actors. 

About the Author: Jeremiah O. Asaka is an assistant professor of security studies at Sam Houston State University, 
Huntsville, TX. He specializes in human and environmental security. Email: joa012@shsu.edu
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Inventory of 200+ Institutions and Centers in the Field of 
Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism Research
by Reinier Bergema and Olivia Kearney

Introduction

In line with its mission “to enhance security through collaborative research”, the Terrorism Research Initiative 
(TRI) brings together individual and institutional research efforts by actively facilitating cooperative efforts 
among scholars and professionals. With this in mind, TRI is pleased to present a new inventory of over 200 
institutions and centers in the field of terrorism and counter-terrorism research.

This Research Note builds upon similar earlier efforts by Teun van Dongen (Perspectives on Terrorism, Vol. 12, 
No 8; April 2018) and Benjamin Freedman (Perspectives on Terrorism, Vol. 4, No. 5; November 2011). In line with 
their effort, this Research Note has adopted (and expanded upon) their methodology in terms of definitions, 
data collection, and structure. Similar to Van Dongen’s 2018 efforts, we explicitly focus on “organizations that 
have terrorism research as a ‘core business’, i.e. that have a department or a program specifically devoted to 
terrorism or counter-terrorism and/or that list terrorism and related forms of political violence as one of their 
research priorities”. 

This Research Note is based on several categories of sources. First, it makes extensive use of the two earlier 
Research Notes. In doing so, the compilers have assessed whether the think tanks listed in the earlier editions 
are still active. Second, we relied on the most recent (i.e., 2019) list of Top Defense and National Security 
Think Tanks, compiled by the Go To Think Tank Index. Given the specific focus of this Research Note, we 
have filtered our entries for relevance. Third, we conducted an extensive Google search, using a set of search 
queries, in various combinations, including “terrorism”, “counterterrorism”, “research institute”, “think tank”, 
and “university”. Fourth, to further minimize the risk of missing important centers, we have consulted various 
members of the editorial board of Perspectives on Terrorism as well as other researchers in the field. 

As result, we have been able to identify a total of 201 organizations (see Figure 1). These organizations have 
been classed into six categories; (i) universities and university affiliated research groups (44); (ii) think tanks 
(108); (iii) government organizations (24); (iv) research networks (10); (v) commercial entities (6); and (vi) 
other (9). Within each category, organizations have been listed alphabetically. In- or exclusion of organizations 
in this inventory is in no way an indication of the quality of their research output and should not be viewed as 
such.

https://repository.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1018&context=think_tanks
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Figure 1. Geographic distribution (head offices)

While the compilers are under no illusion that the presented inventory is comprehensive, the current listing 
of 201 research institutions, centers, and organizations does seem to be in line with a widespread observation 
among scholars and professionals, namely that the current landscape of (academic) research on terrorism and 
counter-terrorism is heavily dominated by the West. Western Europe (76) and North America (71) account 
for nearly three quarters of listed research institutions, centers, and organizations, followed by the Middle East 
and North Africa (15), Australasia and Oceania (7), South Asia (6), Eastern Europe (5), Southeast Asia (5), 
Sub-Saharan Africa (4), East Asia (3), Central Asia (2), and South America (1). Seven organizations did not 
explicitly specify the location of their (head) office.

Readers of this inventory who notice omissions (or a need for correction) are encouraged to send their 
observation and comments to Olivia Kearney <oliviaj.kearney@gmail.com; or @oliviajkearney> for future 
updates.

1. Universities/University Affiliated Research Groups

1.1. Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs

Location: Cambridge (MA), United States

Affiliated organizations: Harvard Kennedy School

Current Director: Ash Carter

Website: visit | Twitter: @BelferCenter

Description: “The Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs is the hub of Harvard Kennedy School’s 
research, teaching, and training in international security and diplomacy, environmental and resource issues, 
and science and technology policy. The Center has a dual mission: (1) to provide leadership in advancing 
policy-relevant knowledge about the most important challenges of international security and other critical 
issues where science, technology, environmental policy, and international affairs intersect; and (2) to prepare 
future generations of leaders for these arenas.”

mailto:oliviaj.kearney@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/oliviajkearney
https://www.belfercenter.org/
https://twitter.com/BelferCenter
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1.2. Brudnick Center on Violence and Conflict

Location: Boston (MA), United States

Affiliated organizations: Northeastern University

Current Director: Gordana Rabrenovic

Website: visit | Twitter: @Northeastern

Description: “[T]he Center seeks to reduce conflict and violence between individuals and groups in a variety 
of areas including: school violence, terrorism, hate crimes, international conflict and warfare, hate speech on 
campus, religious persecution, and organized hate groups. With six faculty and researchers from psychology, 
sociology, criminal justice, law, and political science, the Center sponsors conferences, panel discussions, 
courses, and research projects.”

1.3. Center for International Security and Cooperation (CISAC)

Location: Stanford (CA), United States

Affiliated organizations: University of Stanford’s Freeman Spogli Institute

Current Directors: Rodney C. Ewing, Colin H. Kahl

Website: visit | Twitter: @FSIStanford

Description: “The Center for International Security and Cooperation tackles the most critical security issues 
in the world today by bringing together leading scholars in the social and natural sciences to collaborate across 
disciplines and professional backgrounds. Part of Stanford’s Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies, 
we conduct innovative research and share our findings with policy makers and the public so everyone can 
better understand an increasingly complex international environment.”

1.4. Center for Research on Extremism (C-REX)

Location: Oslo, Norway

Affiliated organizations: University of Oslo

Current Director: Tore Bjørgo

Website: visit | Twitter: @CrexUiO

Description: “The Center for Research on Extremism, C-REX, is a cross-disciplinary center for the study 
of right-wing extremism, hate crime and political violence. It is a joint collaboration with five of the leading 
Norwegian institutions on extremism research.”

1.5. Center for Risk and Economic Analysis of Terrorism Events (CREATE)

Location: Los Angeles (CA), United States

Affiliated organizations: University of Southern California

Current Director: Adam Rose

Website: visit | Twitter: @create_usc

Description: “The National Center for Risk and Economic Analysis of Terrorism Events (CREATE) was 
established in 2004 as the first university-based Center of Excellence (COE) funded by the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) Science and Technology Directorate (S&T) Office of University Programs (OUP). 

https://research.northeastern.edu/brudnick-center-on-violence-and-conflict/
https://twitter.com/Northeastern
https://cisac.fsi.stanford.edu/
https://twitter.com/FSIStanford
https://www.sv.uio.no/c-rex/english/
https://twitter.com/CrexUiO
https://create.usc.edu/
https://twitter.com/create_usc
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CREATE is headquartered at the University of Southern California (USC) where it is jointly housed in the 
Viterbi School of Engineering and the Sol Price School of Public Policy. It has research affiliates at several other 
institutions, both in the U.S. and abroad. The Center contributes university-based research to make the United 
States more secure by taking a longer-term view of scientific innovations and breakthroughs and by developing 
the future intellectual leaders in homeland security.”

1.6. Center for Strategic Communication

Location: Temple (AZ), United States 

Affiliated organizations: Arizona State University

Current Director: Steve Corman

Website: visit | Twitter: @comops

Description: “The Center for Strategic Communication (CSC) is an initiative of the Hugh Downs School of 
Human Communication at Arizona State University. It is composed of an interdisciplinary group of scholars 
at ASU and partner institutions who are interested in applying knowledge of human communication to issues 
of countering ideological support for terrorism (CIST), diplomacy and public diplomacy, propaganda and 
disinformation, and public health.”

1.7. Center for Terrorism & Security Studies (CTSS)

Location: Lowell (MA), United States

Affiliated organizations: University of Massachusetts Lowell

Current Director: Neil Shortland III

Website: visit | Twitter: @umasslowell

Description: “The Center for Terrorism and Security Studies was established at the University of Massachusetts 
Lowell in 2013 to bring together faculty from several colleges throughout UMass Lowell (and from other 
institutions and organizations in the Commonwealth) to work on a variety of collaborative research projects 
addressing the evolution, convergence and complexity of such domestic and foreign security challenges as 
terrorism, cyber-security, transnational crime and weapons of mass destruction (among many other topics).”

1.8. Center for the Research on Terrorism and Radicalization

Location: Kiel, Germany

Affiliated organizations: Institute for Security Policy, Kiel University

Current Director: Joachim Krause

Website: visit | Twitter: n/a

Description: “The Institute for Security Policy at Kiel University (ISPK) provides research, analysis and 
commentary on conflicts and strategic issues. ISPK is committed to furthering the security policy discourse in 
Germany and abroad by way of focused, interdisciplinary, policy-oriented research. Moreover, the Institute is 
involved in the promotion of talented, young academics. Complementing research, publications and teaching, 
members of the Institute advise decision-makers in government, academia, media and business. ISPK’s main 
research foci lie in German and European foreign and security policy, international security architecture, 
nonproliferation of nuclear weapons and disarmament, stabilization of fragile states, maritime security, and 
asymmetric challenges such as transnational terrorism.” 

http://csc.asu.edu/
https://twitter.com/comops
https://www.uml.edu/Research/CTSS/
https://twitter.com/umasslowell
https://www.ispk.uni-kiel.de/en/center-for-the-research-on-terrorism-and-radicalization
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1.9. Center on National Security

Location: New York (NY), United States

Affiliated organizations: Fordham Law

Current Director: Karen J. Greenberg

Website: visit | Twitter: @CNSFordhamLaw

Description: “The Center contributes to an informed citizenry by providing legal analysis and sociological 
data on terrorism indictments in the United States. The Terrorism Prosecution Database is the country’s most 
comprehensive data and analysis project on federal terrorism prosecutions. Through database-enabled research, 
we monitor the progress of terrorism cases throughout the U.S. judicial system and delve into critical topics, 
such as radicalization trends, socio-economic factors, legal strategies, and sentencing issues for those accused 
of terror-related crimes. The Center’s terrorism database and connected reports have become an invaluable 
tool for lawyers, journalists and students of terrorism.”

1.10. Center on Terrorism

Location: New York (NY), United States

Affiliated organizations: John Jay College of Criminal Justice

Current Director: Peter Romaniuk

Website: visit | Twitter: @JohnJayCollege

Description: “The Center on Terrorism at John Jay College was founded in the wake of [the 9/11] attacks 
and remains the only university-based entity devoted to terrorism research and education in the New York 
City area. Center researchers have published a range of books, article, chapters and reports covering different 
aspects of terrorism and counter-terrorism, from an interdisciplinary and policy-relevant perspective.”

1.11. Center on Terrorism, Extremism, and Counterterrorism (CTEC)

Location: Middlebury (VT), United States

Affiliated organizations: Middlebury Institute of International Studies at Monterey

Current Director: Jason Blazakis

Website: visit | Twitter: @MIIS

Description: “Formerly known as the Monterey Terrorism Research and Education Program, CTEC 
collaborates with [...] the Middlebury Institute’s Nonproliferation and Terrorism Studies degree program. 
Our research informs private, government, and multilateral institutional understanding of and responses 
to terrorism threats. CTEC is a mixed-methods research center, meaning that our experts and students use 
analytic tradecraft, data science, and linguistics.”

1.12. Center for Asymmetric Threats and Terrorist Studies (CATS)

Location: Stockholm, Sweden

Affiliated organizations: Swedish Defense University (Försvarshögskolan)

Current Director: Lars Nicander (Director); Magnus Ranstorp (Research Director) 

Website: visit | Twitter: @Forsvarshogsk

https://www.centeronnationalsecurity.org/
https://twitter.com/CNSFordhamLaw
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/center-terrorism
https://twitter.com/JohnJayCollege
https://www.middlebury.edu/institute/academics/centers-initiatives/ctec
https://twitter.com/MIIS
https://www.fhs.se/en/centre-for-societal-security/about-ctss/organization/cats.html
https://twitter.com/Forsvarshogsk
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Description: “CATS is a national center within the Swedish Defence University tasked with developing and 
disseminating knowledge about asymmetric threats within the context of societal security and resilience. 
Through research, analysis and training CATS concentrates on terrorism and intelligence studies as well as 
cyber and influence operations.”

1.13. Center for Conflict, Security and Terrorism (CST)

Location: Nottingham, United Kingdom

Affiliated organizations: University of Nottingham

Current Director: Edward Burke (co-director), Andrew Mumford (co-director)

Website: visit | Twitter: @UniofNottingham

Description: “The Center for Conflict, Security and Terrorism (CST) was established in 2011 and forms a 
[...] national research center investigating contemporary security issues. CST promotes the study of security 
politics within the UK and internationally, and is comprised of a staff and research students both within the 
School of Politics and International Relations, and further afield.”

1.14. Center for Defence and Security Studies

Location: Winnipeg, Canada

Affiliated organizations: University of Manitoba

Current Director: Andrea Charron

Website: visit | Twitter: @cdssuofm

Description: “As a center of national excellence, the mission of the Center for Defence and Security Studies 
(CDSS) is to advance knowledge, understanding and debate in Canada on defence and security issues through 
an active research, teaching and outreach program. The Center for Defence and Security Studies (CDSS) was 
established by the Senate of the University of Manitoba in 1993 based upon the Program in Strategic Studies 
which was established in 1986 on the reception of the first grant from the Canadian Department of National 
Defence’s Military and Strategic Studies (MSS) Program.”

1.15. Center for Research and Evidence on Security Threats (CREST)

Location: Lancaster, United Kingdom

Affiliated organizations: Lancaster University

Current Director: Paul Taylor

Website: visit | Twitter: @crest_research

Description: “CREST brings together [...] expertise in understanding the psychological and social drivers of 
the threat, the skills and technologies that enable its effective investigation, and the protective security measures 
that help counter the threat in the first place. It does so within a context of [...] stakeholder and international 
researcher engagement, and with a clear plan for sustained and long-term growth.”

1.16. Center of Religion, Reconciliation and Peace (CRRP)

Location: Winchester, United Kingdom

Affiliated organizations: University of Winchester

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/cst/
https://twitter.com/UniofNottingham
http://umanitoba.ca/centres/cdss/index.html
https://twitter.com/cdssuofm
https://crestresearch.ac.uk/
https://twitter.com/crest_research
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Current Director: Mark Own

Website: visit | Twitter: @WinchesterPeace

Description: “As a [...] center dedicated to helping make a tangible difference to those affected by structural 
violence and armed conflict, our work is particularly focused on examining the crucial links between theory 
and practice in religious peacebuilding and reconciliation processes, and how each informs, challenges and 
enhances the other.”

1.17. Chicago Project on Security & Threats (CPOST)

Location: Chicago (IL), United States

Affiliated organizations: University of Chicago

Current Director: Robert Pape

Website: visit | Twitter: @CPOST_UChicago

Description: “The Chicago Project on Security and Threats (CPOST) is a non-partisan research center at the 
University of Chicago dedicated to advancing scholarship on international politics, security, and trade that 
advances peace and prosperity. CPOST brings together [...] scholars at the University of Chicago conducting 
rigorous, data-driven research on issues of national and international importance to provide critical knowledge 
to policymakers, scholars, and the public.”

1.18. Combating Terrorism Center

Location: West Point (NY), United States

Affiliated organizations: United States Military Academy

Current Director: Brian Dodwell

Website: visit | Twitter: @CTCWP

Description: “The Combating Terrorism Center at West Point educates, advises, and conducts research to 
equip present and future leaders with the intellectual tools necessary to understand the challenges of terrorism 
and counterterrorism. As an institution, we embrace the unique responsibility to prepare cadets and other 
counterterrorism practitioners to think critically about the challenges they will face during war and peace. 
We are committed to producing objective, rigorous, and policy-relevant research that applies theory to 
practice, informs strategic counterterrorism thinking, and moves the boundaries of academic knowledge. We 
leverage our expertise and unique position to contribute to discrete advisory efforts for federal, state, and local 
government, and to build bridges between counterterrorism stakeholders.”

1.19. Conflict, Terrorism and Peace Group (CTAP)

Location: Auckland, New Zealand

Affiliated organizations: University of Auckland

Current Director: Chris Wilson (Convener)

Website: visit | Twitter: @ArtsAucklandUni

Description: “Located in Politics and International Relations at the University of Auckland, CTAP is a group of 
researchers who specialise in the study of the causes, dynamics, aftermath and prevention of all types of violent 
conflict. The core members and affiliates of CTAP work on a range of conflict-related topics from a variety of 

https://www.winchester.ac.uk/research/building-a-sustainable-and-responsible-future/centre-for-religion-reconciliation-and-peace/
https://twitter.com/WinchesterPeace
https://cpost.uchicago.edu/
https://twitter.com/CPOST_UChicago
https://ctc.usma.edu/
https://twitter.com/ctcwp
http://www.arts.auckland.ac.nz/en/about/schools-in-the-faculty-of-arts/school-of-social-sciences/politics-and-international-relations/staff-research/ctap.html
https://twitter.com/ArtsAucklandUni
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theoretical and methodological perspectives. Issues examined include: inter-state war; ethnic violence and 
civil conflict; terrorism and counter-terrorism; genocide and mass killing; peacebuilding and post-conflict 
reconstruction; and humanitarian intervention.”

1.20. Conflict, Violence and Terrorism Research Center (CVTRC)

Location: London, United Kingdom

Affiliated organizations: Royal Holloway University of London

Current Director: John F. Morrison, Akil N. Awan (co-directors)

Website: visit | Twitter: @CVTRC_RH

Description: “Our research intersects across multiple themes, from environment, embodiment and gender 
to violence, ideas and beliefs. We are especially interested in understanding societies and cultures from new 
perspectives, and generating thoughtful enquiry about the functioning of human societies and cultures, in line 
with Royal Holloway’s commitment to social justice and a shared belief in research that benefits and changes 
society.”

1.21. Counterterrorism, Intelligence, Risk and Resilience Group

Location: Cranfield, United Kingdom

Affiliated organizations: Cranfield University

Current Director: Andrew Silke

Website: visit | Twitter: @CranfieldCIRR

Description: “The Counterterrorism, Intelligence, Risk and Resilience Group offers a wide range of expertise 
in counterterrorism, intelligence, risk and resilience contexts, nationally and internationally. Our teaching 
ranges across these areas at MSc, PhD and postdoctoral level, and we also run a number of short courses open 
to students with an interest in these subjects. Our overall focus is on research and education, and training and 
consultancy.”

1.22. Department of Security Studies and Criminology

Location: Sydney, Australia

Affiliated organizations: Macquarie University

Current Director: Ben Schreer

Website: visit | Twitter: n/a

Description: The Department of Security Studies and Criminology supervises research students in several 
areas of expertise, including cyber security, intelligence studies, counter-intelligence, security and strategic 
studies and criminology.

1.23. George Washington University’s Program on Extremism (GWUPOE)

Location: Washington, D.C., United States

Affiliated organizations: George Washington University

Current Director: Lorenzo Vidino

https://www.royalholloway.ac.uk/research-and-teaching/departments-and-schools/history/research/
https://twitter.com/CVTRC_RH
https://www.cranfield.ac.uk/centres/cranfield-forensic-institute/our-research-groups/counterterrorism-intelligence-risk-and-resilience-group
https://twitter.com/CranfieldCIRR
https://www.mq.edu.au/faculty-of-arts/departments-and-schools/department-of-security-studies-and-criminology
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Website: visit | Twitter: @gwupoe

Description: “The Program on Extremism at George Washington University provides analysis on issues related 
to violent and non-violent extremism. The Program spearheads ... academic inquiry, producing empirical work 
that strengthens extremism research as a distinct field of study. The Program aims to develop pragmatic policy 
solutions that resonate with policymakers, civic leaders, and the general public.”

1.24. Global Terrorism Research Center (GTReC)

Location: Victoria, Australia

Affiliated organizations: Monash University

Current Director: Pete Lentini

Website: visit | Twitter: @Monash_Arts

Description: “The Center’s network of Adjunct Research Associates includes counter-terrorism practitioners 
within the Victoria Police; and scholars based in the US, New Zealand and elsewhere in Australia. GTReC’s 
staff members’ research interests straddle Australia, South East Asia, the US, East Africa, the Middle East and 
North Africa, and Russia. The researchers possess language competence in Arabic, French, Indonesian, Malay, 
Russian, Spanish, Swahili, Tagalog, Thai and Turkish.”

1.25. Handa Center for the Study of Terrorism and Political Violence (CSTPV)

Location: St. Andrews, United Kingdom

Affiliated organizations: University of St. Andrews

Current Director: Tim Wilson

Website: visit | Twitter: @CSTPV

Description: “The Handa Center for the Study of Terrorism and Political Violence (CSTPV) is dedicated to 
the study of the causes, dynamics, characteristics and consequences of terrorism and related forms of political 
violence. In doing so, it is committed to rigorous, evidence-based, scholarly analysis that is policy-relevant but 
independent. Founded in 1994, the Center is Europe’s oldest for the study of terrorism.”

1.26. Institute for Security and Global Affairs (ISGA)

Location: The Hague, the Netherlands

Affiliated organizations: Leiden University, The Hague Campus

Current Director: Erwin Muller (Dean), Joachim Koops (Scientific Director)

Website: visit | Twitter: @ISGA_Hague

Description: “The Institute of Security and Global Affairs (ISGA) focuses on multidisciplinary research and 
education within the international scientific field of security studies. The Institute analyses and studies issues 
in a coherent way from their local transnational, and global impact. ISGA operates from The Hague, the third 
major city of the Netherlands, center of national governance and International City of Peace, Justice and 
Security”.

1.27. Institute for Security Policy and Law

Location: Syracuse (NY), United States

https://extremism.gwu.edu/
https://twitter.com/gwupoe
https://www.monash.edu/arts/social-sciences/gtrec/
https://twitter.com/Monash_Arts
https://cstpv.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/
https://twitter.com/CSTPV
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/governance-and-global-affairs/institute-of-security-and-global-affairs
https://twitter.com/ISGA_Hague
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Affiliated organizations: Syracuse University

Current Director: James E. Baker

Website: visit | Twitter: @SU_ISPL

Description: “Through [...] educational programs, interdisciplinary scholarly research, and extensive public 
service, the Syracuse University Institute for Security Policy and Law examines laws and policies pertaining 
to national and international security, counterterrorism, international law, humanitarian law, human rights, 
defense policy, veterans affairs, cybersecurity, post conflict reconstruction, critical infrastructure, [and] 
emerging technologies”.

1.28. International Center for Political Violence and Terrorism Research (ICPVTR)

Location: Singapore, Singapore

Affiliated organizations: Nanyang Technological University

Current Director: Kumar Ramakrishna

Website: visit | Twitter: @rsis_ntu

Description: “The International Center for Political Violence and Terrorism Research (ICPVTR) is a specialist 
center within the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS) at Nanyang Technological University, 
Singapore. ICPVTR conducts research, training, and outreach programs aimed at reducing the threat of 
politically motivated violence and at mitigating its effects on the international system. The Center seeks to 
integrate academic theory with practical knowledge, which is essential for a complete and comprehensive 
understanding of threats from politically-motivated groups. The Center is staffed by academic specialists, 
religious scholars, and others. The Center is culturally and linguistically diverse, comprising of functional and 
regional analysts as well as Muslim religious scholars from Asia, the Middle East, Africa, Europe and North 
America.”

1.29. International Center for the Study of Radicalization (ICSR)

Location: London, United Kingdom

Affiliated organizations: King’s College London

Current Director: Shiraz Maher

Website: visit | Twitter: @ICSR_Center

Description: “Working across a number of different academic disciplines and in several languages, ICSR 
conducts thematic research on some of the world’s most pressing issues. Our researchers [...] have harnessed the 
capacity of ‘big data’ to bring an empirical understanding to the study of international security and terrorism 
issues.” 

1.30. Italian Team for Security, Terroristic Issues & Managing Emergencies (ITSTIME)

Location: Milan, Italy

Affiliated organizations: Sacred Heart University Department of Sociology

Current Director: Marco Lombardi

Website: visit Twitter: @ITSTIME_UC

Description: “ITSTIME collaborated with public and private subjects interested in monitoring different types 

https://securitypolicylaw.syr.edu/
https://twitter.com/SU_ISPL
https://www.rsis.edu.sg/research/icpvtr/
https://twitter.com/rsis_ntu
https://icsr.info/
https://twitter.com/ICSR_Centre
https://www.itstime.it/w/about-us/
https://twitter.com/ITSTIME_UC
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of threats, elaborating potential risk scenarios, planning prevention strategies, developing plans responding 
to emergency situations, including natural disaster and anthropic events. Their approach allows them to 
develop and conduct research focused on security issues from different perspectives. ITSTIME addresses both 
theoretically and empirically the new challenges in the new hybrid war domain. Studies, prevention activities 
and detailed analyses of security threats, the group addresses different issues from a new perspective in order 
to manage crisis situations in a proactive way.”

1.31. National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START)

Location: College Park (MD), United States

Affiliated organizations: University of Maryland

Current Director: William Braniff

Website: visit | Twitter: @START_umd

Description: “The National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism [...] is a 
university-based research and education center comprised of an international network of scholars committed 
to the scientific study of the causes and human consequences of terrorism in the United States and around the 
world.”

1.32. National Counterterrorism, Innovation, Technology, and Education Center (NCITE)

Location: Omaha (NE), United States

Affiliated organizations: University of Nebraska, Omaha, US Department of Homeland Security

Current Director: Gina Ligon

Website: visit | Twitter: @unomaha

Description: “NCITE is America’s latest terrorism and targeted violence-fighting tool. Our work is 
counterterrorism research: 50+ academics from 18 universities focused on 10 pressing areas of study. Our 
goal is to innovate, educate, and create new prevention strategies while building a workforce pipeline where it’s 
desperately needed: in STEM and Homeland Security fields.”

1.33. Nelson Institute

Location: Harrisonburg (VA), United States

Affiliated organizations: James Madison University

Current Director: Peggy Plass

Website: visit | Twitter: @JMU

Description: “The center is currently under the direction of Dr. Peggy Plass, whose research interests are in 
the areas of criminal victimization of children, property crime victimization, domestic violence, and evaluation 
of offender rehabilitation programs. Under the direction of Dr. Plass, the work of the Nelson Institute centers 
around engaging with global and local communities around issues of justice.”

1.34. Osservatoria sulla Sicurezza Internazionale (OSI; Observatory on International Security)

Location: Rome, Italy

Affiliated Organization: Luiss University of Rome

https://www.start.umd.edu/
https://twitter.com/START_umd
https://www.unomaha.edu/ncite/index.php
https://twitter.com/unomaha
https://www.jmu.edu/nelsoninstitute/index.shtml
https://twitter.com/JMU
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Current Director: Alessandro Orsini

Website: visit | Twitter: @sicurezzaint

Description: “The Observatory on International Security (OSI) promotes researches, public events, and 
advisory on international security, with a focus on countries that are strategic for the Italian national interest. 
Radicalization and migration are two of the main OSI research topics. Our mission is to create bridges between 
the academia and the public, aiming at enabling informed decision making and reasoning about international 
security issues.”

1.35. Reiss Center on Law and Security

Location: New York (NY), United States

Affiliated organizations: New York University School of Law

Current Director: Rachel Goldbrenner

Website: visit | Twitter: @RCLS_NYU

Description: “The Reiss Center works to address emerging national security challenges of our era, while also 
drawing on its rich history of study arising from the aftermath of the September 11 attacks. The Center engages 
in research that elevates and advances the public dialogue about national security law and policy issues and 
informs the policy-making process by engaging key stakeholders. Across all areas of its work the Center seeks 
to understand and illuminate the relationship between national security law and national security strategy, and 
examine the U.S. approach in a global context. Through its publications, conferences, and events, the Center 
endeavors to make our national security policies more effective, legitimate, and sustainable.”

1.36. Safety and Violence Initiative

Location: Cape Town, South Africa

Affiliated organizations: University of Cape Town

Current Director: Guy Lamb

Website: visit | Twitter: @UCTSaVI

Description: “The Safety and Violence Initiative (SaVI) facilitates debate, research and interventions across the 
university with a focus on understanding and responding to violence, and promoting safety.”

1.37. Terrorism and Disaster Center

Location: Oklahoma City (OK), United States

Affiliated organizations: University of Oklahoma

Current Director: Betty Pfefferbaum

Website: visit | Twitter: n/a

Description: “The Terrorism and Disaster Center (TDC) was established in 2005 to provide national leadership 
in the area of terrorism and disasters. TDC is a partner in the National Child Traumatic Stress Network, 
a national network funded by the Substance Abuse Mental Health Services Administration to improve the 
standard of care for traumatized children and to increase their access to care.”

https://osi.luiss.it/about-the-center/
https://twitter.com/sicurezzaint
https://www.lawandsecurity.org/
https://twitter.com/RCLS_NYU
http://www.savi.uct.ac.za/
https://twitter.com/UCTSaVI
https://medicine.ouhsc.edu/Academic-Departments/Psychiatry-and-Behavioral-Sciences/Terrorism-and-Disaster-Center
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1.38. Terrorism and Political Violence Association

Location: Leeds, United Kingdom

Affiliated organizations: University of Leeds

Current Director: Gordon Clubb

Website: visit | Twitter: @_TAPVA

Description: “The Terrorism and Political Violence Association (TAPVA) is an academic network based at the 
University of Leeds since 2011 and is a part of the Terrorism Research Initiative [TRI]. We seek to facilitate 
academic research in the field of Terrorism and Political Violence which can have an impact on society, both at 
the level of government policy and within communities. To meet this goal, TAPVA’s events have been held in 
conjunction with a number of …think tank organizations and have attracted… experts in the field of terrorism.”

1.39. Terrorism & Preparedness Data Resource Center (TPDRC)

Location: Ann Arbor (MI), Michigan

Affiliated organizations: University of Michigan’s Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social 
Research (ICPSR)

Current Director: Tim Bynum

Website: visit | Twitter: @nackjaydee

Description: “The Terrorism & Preparedness Data Resource Center (TPDRC) is housed at the University 
of Michigan’s Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR). TPDRC archives and 
distributes data collected by government agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and researchers 
about the nature of intra- (domestic) and international terrorism incidents, organizations, perpetrators, and 
victims; governmental and nongovernmental responses to terror, including primary, secondary, and tertiary 
interventions; and citizen’s attitudes towards terrorism, terror incidents, and the response to terror. It also 
organizes and streamlines access to extant research and administrative data from across the world that are 
relevant to the study of terrorism and the response to terrorism for descriptive and scientific analysis by 
academics and researchers.”

1.40. Terrorism Research Center (TRC)

Location: Fayetteville (AR), United States

Affiliated organizations: University of Arkansas

Current Director: Brent L. Smith

Website: visit | Twitter: @uark_trc

Description: “The Terrorism Research Center in Fulbright College was founded by Dr. Brent L. Smith in 
2003 to facilitate research on terrorism, extremist violence, and effectiveness of anti-terrorism policies and 
programs. The TRC honors J.W. Fulbright’s legacy of “Peace Through Education” by conducting research that 
informs the work of those who seek to counter terrorism and other forms of extreme violence.”

1.41. Terrorism, Transnational Crime and Corruption Center (TraCC)

Location: Arlington (VA), United States

Affiliated organizations: George Mason University

http://tapva.leeds.ac.uk/
https://twitter.com/_TAPVA
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/NACJD/guides/tpdrc.html
https://twitter.com/nackjaydee
https://terrorismresearch.uark.edu/
https://twitter.com/uark_trc


106ISSN  2334-3745 February 2021

PERSPECTIVES ON TERRORISM Volume 15, Issue 1

Current Director: Louise I. Shelley

Website: visit | Twitter: @TraCCatGMU

Description: “The Terrorism, Transnational Crime and Corruption Center (TraCC) is the first center in the 
United States devoted to understanding the links among terrorism, transnational crime and corruption, and to 
teach, research, train and help formulate policy on these critical issues.”

1.42. Transcultural Conflict and Violence Initiative (TCV)

Location: Atlanta (GA), United States

Affiliated organizations: Georgia State University

Current Director: Carol Winkler

Website: visit | Twitter: @georgiastateu

Description: “The TCV seeks to bring together the work of several different groups of academics carrying 
out … research. Scholars in Political Science, Computer Science, Communications, and Global Studies are 
learning more about the seeds and solutions to ethnic, religious, and other transcultural conflicts.”

1.43. Transnational Configurations, Conflict and Governance (TCGG)

Location: Amsterdam, the Netherlands

Affiliated organizations: University of Amsterdam

Current Director: John Grin, Marieke de Goede

Website: visit | Twitter: @UvA_AISSR

Description: “The program group Transnational Configurations, Conflict and Governance (TCCG) analyses 
politics as transnational processes in which a multitude of actors are involved. The group critically examines the 
identities, categories and boundaries at work in these processes, beyond state-based concepts and explanations.”

1.44. Triangle Center on Terrorism and Homeland Security (TCTHS)

Location: Durham (NC), United States

Affiliated organizations: Duke University

Current Director: David Schanzer

Website: visit | Twitter: n/a

Description: “The mission of the Triangle Center on Terrorism and Homeland Security (TCTHS) is to enhance 
the understanding of terrorism and the means to combat it through education, research and the development 
of partnerships between universities, industry and government. Founded in 2005, the TCTHS faculty conduct 
research, comment on current events and policy debates, and run executive education programs. The center 
sponsors multiple events each year providing an opportunity for students to interact with… practitioners and 
scholars.”

https://traccc.gmu.edu/
https://twitter.com/TraCCatGMU
https://tcv.gsu.edu/
https://twitter.com/georgiastateu
https://aissr.uva.nl/content/research-groups/transnational-configurations-conflict-and-governance/transnational-configurations-conflict-and-governance.html
https://twitter.com/UvA_AISSR
https://sites.duke.edu/tcths/
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2. Think Tanks

2.1. African Center for the Study and Research of Terrorism (ACSRT)

Location: Algiers, Algeria

Affiliated organizations: Algerian government; African Union 

Current Director: Larry Gbevlo-Lartey Esq.

Website: visit | Twitter: @AU_ACSRT

Description: “The mission of the ACSRT is to conduct research and study on Terrorism and develop strategic 
policy, operational and training mechanisms within the context of International and Continental legal 
instruments to strengthen the capacity of the African Union and its Member States to prevent and combat 
terrorism in Africa.”

2.2. Al-Ahram Center for Political and Strategic Studies (ACPSS)

Location: Cairo, Egypt

Affiliated organizations: European Union and European Institute of the Mediterranean (IEMed)

Current Director: Senen Florensa

Website: visit | Twitter: @euromesco

Description: “Founded in 1996, EuroMeSCo (the Euro-Mediterranean Study Commission) is [a] network of 
research centers on politics and security in the Mediterranean, striving at building a community of research 
institutes and think tanks committed to strengthening Euro-Mediterranean relations.”

2.3. Anti-Defamation League (ADL)

Location: New York (NY), United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a 

Current Director: Jonathan Greenblatt

Website: visit | Twitter: @ADL

Description: “ADL is a[n] anti-hate organization. Founded in 1913 in response to an escalating climate of 
anti-Semitism and bigotry, its timeless mission is to protect the Jewish people and to secure justice and fair 
treatment for all. Today, ADL continues to fight all forms of hate with the same vigor and passion. ADL 
[exposes] extremism and delivering anti-bias education, and is a[n] organization in training law enforcement. 
[...] ADL’s ultimate goal is a world in which no group or individual suffers from bias, discrimination or hate.”

2.4. Aspen Institute

Location: Washington, D.C. (For more locations, see https://www.aspeninstitute.org/about/#locations)

Affiliated organizations: n/a 

Current Director: Daniel R. Porterfield

Website: visit | Twitter: @AspenInstitute

Description: “[The Aspen Institute provides] a bipartisan forum to explore policy strategies for homeland 

http://caert.org.dz/
https://twitter.com/AU_ACSRT
https://www.euromesco.net/institute/acpss-al-ahram-center-for-political-and-strategic-studies/
https://twitter.com/euromesco
https://www.adl.org/what-we-do/combat-hate/extremism-terrorism-bigotry
https://twitter.com/ADL
https://www.aspeninstitute.org/
https://twitter.com/AspenInstitute
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security, foreign policy, and global communities”

2.5. Atlantic Council

Location: Washington, D.C., United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a 

Current Director: Amjad Ahmad

Website: visit | Twitter: @AtlanticCouncil

Description: “Driven by a mission of “shaping the global future together,” the Atlantic Council is a nonpartisan 
organization that galvanizes US leadership and engagement in the world, in partnership with allies and partners, 
to shape solutions to global challenges.”

2.6. Australian Institute of International Affairs (AIIA)

Location: Canberra, Australia 

Affiliated organizations: n/a 

Current Director: Bryce Wakefield

Website: visit | Twitter: @ausoutlook

Description: “The Australian Institute of International Affairs (AIIA) seeks to promote interest in and 
understanding of international affairs in Australia. The institute provides a forum for discussion and debate, 
but does not seek to formulate its own institutional views. Formed in 1924, the AIIA was originally associated 
with the Royal Institute of International Affairs (Chatham House). Close contact is maintained with Chatham 
House and with similarly minded organizations around the world. Precluded by its constitution from expressing 
any opinion of its own on international affairs, the AIIA provides a national forum for the presentation and 
discussion of a wide range of views.”

2.7. Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI)

Location: Canberra, Australia 

Affiliated organizations: n/a 

Current Director: Peter Jennings PSM

Website: visit | Twitter: @ASPI_org

Description: “The program undertakes research across the spectrum of counter-terrorism topics, facilitates 
dialogue and discussion amongst stakeholders, and provides advice to government, community and industry 
stakeholders, with a particular focus on what can be done to counter terrorism.”

2.8. Bangladesh Center for Terrorism Research 

Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh

Affiliated organizations: Bangladesh Institute of Peace and Security Studies 

Current Director: A.N.M. Muniruzzaman 

Website: visit | Twitter: @bipss

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/
https://twitter.com/AtlanticCouncil
http://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/
https://twitter.com/ausoutlook?lang=en
https://www.aspi.org.au/
https://twitter.com/ASPI_org
https://bipss.org.bd/
https://twitter.com/bipss
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Description: “An [...] institution in Bangladesh for informed analysis on all aspects of a broad spectrum of 
peace and security studies in the region and beyond. It is a non-party, non-profit organization and independent 
think tank which provides a platform for the leading strategic thinkers, academics, former members of the 
civil, foreign and armed services and media persons to chalk out a comprehensive framework for peace and 
security issues.”

2.9. The Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies (BESA)

Location: Ramat Gan, Israel

Affiliated organizations: Bar-Ilan University 

Current Director: Thomas O. Hecht

Website: visit | Twitter: @BESA_Center

Description: “The Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies is an independent, non-partisan think tank 
conducting policy-relevant research on Middle Eastern and global strategic affairs, particularly as they relate 
to the national security and foreign policy of Israel and regional peace and stability.”

2.10. Brookings Institute

Location: Washington, D.C., United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Stephanie Aaronson

Website: visit | Twitter: @BrookingsInst

Description: “The Brookings Institution is a nonprofit public policy organization based in Washington, D.C.. 
[...] The research agenda and recommendations of Brookings’s experts are rooted in open-minded inquiry 
and our 300+ scholars represent diverse points of view. Research topics cover foreign policy, economics, 
development, governance and metropolitan policy.”

2.11. Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

Location: Washington, D.C., United States (head office); New Delhi, India; Moscow, Russia; Brussels, Belgium; 
Beirut, Lebanon; Beijing, China

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: William J. Burns

Website: visit | Twitter: @CarnegieEndow

Description: “In an increasingly crowded, chaotic, and contested world and marketplace of ideas, the Carnegie 
Endowment offers decisionmakers global, independent, and strategic insight and innovative ideas that advance 
international peace.”

2.12. Center for Analysis of Radical Right (CARR)

Location: London, UK

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Matthew Feldman

https://besacenter.org/
https://twitter.com/BESA_Center
https://www.brookings.edu/topic/terrorism-extremism/
https://twitter.com/BrookingsInst
https://carnegieendowment.org/
http://@carnegieendow
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Website: visit | Twitter: @C4ARR

Description: “The Center for Analysis of the Radical Right (CARR) is [an] information aggregator and 
knowledge repository on the radical right, past and present. Above all, CARR intends to lead discussion on the 
development of radical right extremism around the world.”

2.13. Center for a New American Security (CNAS)

Location: Washington, D.C., United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Richard Fontaine (CEO)

Website: visit | Twitter: @CNASdc

Description: “The Center for a New American Security (CNAS) is an independent, bipartisan, nonprofit 
organization that develops strong, pragmatic, and principled national security and defense policies. CNAS 
engages policymakers, experts, and the public with innovative, fact-based research, ideas, and analysis to shape 
and elevate the national security debate.”

2.14. Center for Conflict and Peace Studies (CAPS)

Location: Kabul, Afghanistan

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Unspecified

Website: visit | Twitter: @Insightconflict

Description: “The organization’s primary goals are: (1) to build local capacity and expertise; (2) to facilitate 
the Afghan government in promoting better governance and state building measures; and (3) to assist the 
international community in collaborating and coordinating perspectives on issues affecting Afghanistan.” 

2.15. Center for Land Warfare Studies (CLAWS)

Location: New Delhi, India 

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Lt Gen (Dr) Vijay Kumar Ahluwalia, PVSM, AVSM**, YSM, VSM (Ret.)

Website: visit | Twitter: @OfficialCLAWSIN

Description: “The vision of CLAWS is “to be a leading International Think Tank in development and promotion 
of strategic culture and futuristic thinking on security issues across the continuum of conflict affecting Land 
Warfare.”

2.16. Center for Research & Security Studies

Location: Islamabad, Pakistan 

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Imtiaz Gul

Website: visit | Twitter: @CRSSpak

https://www.radicalrightanalysis.com/
https://twitter.com/C4ARR
https://www.cnas.org/
https://twitter.com/CNASdc
https://www.peaceinsight.org/conflicts/afghanistan/peacebuilding-organisations/caps/
https://twitter.com/InsightConflict
https://www.claws.in/
https://twitter.com/OfficialCLAWSIN/
https://crss.pk/
https://twitter.com/Crsspak
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Description: “Pakistan’s first think-tank of its kind founded by civil society activists, committed to the cause of 
independent research and nonpartisan analysis to help people in and outside Pakistan better understand this 
nation of 180 million.”

2.17. Center for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS) 

Location: Washington, D.C., United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: John J. Hamre

Website: visit | Twitter: @CSIS

Description: “The Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) is a bipartisan, nonprofit policy 
research organization dedicated to advancing practical ideas to address the world’s greatest challenges. [...] 
CSIS’ terrorism research is led by the Transnational Threats Project, the International Security Program, and 
the Arleigh A. Burke Chair in Strategy”, held by Anthony H. Cordesman.

2.18. Center for the Analysis of Terrorism (CAT)

Location: Paris, France

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Jean Charles Brisard

Website: visit | Twitter: @CAT_Center

Description: “A research center aiming at becoming a European leading think tank on the analysis of terrorism.”

2.19. Center for the Prevention of Radicalization leading to Violence (CPRLV)

Location: Montréal, Canada

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Roselyne Mavungu 

Website: visit | Twitter: @info_radical

Description: “The Center for the Prevention of Radicalization Leading to Violence (CPRLV) [...] is the first 
independent non-profit organization aimed at preventing violent radicalization and providing support to 
individuals affected by the phenomenon, be they individuals who are radicalized or undergoing radicalization, 
family or friends of such individuals, teachers, professionals or field workers. The CPRLV is a provincially 
mandated organization whose work also includes the prevention of hate crimes and incidents as well as the 
provision of support and counselling for victims of such acts”.

2.20. Center for Democracy and Human Rights (CEDEM)

Location: Podgorica, Montenegro

Affiliated organizations: ESCR-Net

Current Director: Fernanda Hopenhaym

Website: visit | Twitter: @ESCRNet

https://www.csis.org/
https://twitter.com/CSIS
http://cat-int.org/?lang=en
https://twitter.com/CAT_Centre
https://info-radical.org/en/
https://twitter.com/info_radical
https://www.escr-net.org/member/centre-democracy-and-human-rights-cedem#:~:text=The%20Centre%20for%20Democracy%20and,society%20and%20human%20rights%20protection.
https://twitter.com/ESCRNet
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Description: “The Center for Democracy and Human Rights (CEDEM) works to advance and spread 
conscience on the importance of proper and successful democratic transition and contribute to strengthening 
civil society and human rights protection. CEDEM works to promote human rights in Montenegro by means 
of capacity building for people working in public administration, the media and the NGO sector; policy work 
and research in the field of human rights as well as advocacy actions aimed at policymakers at the national and 
regional level. The organization works on five main program areas: (1) European integration, (2) Rule of law, 
(3) Human rights, (4) Security and defense, and (5) social inclusion.”

2.21. Center for European Policy Studies (CEPS)

Location: Brussels, Belgium

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Daniel Gross (Director), Sergio Carrera (Head Justice & Home Affairs Unit)

Website: visit | Twitter: @CEPS_thinktank

Description: “At CEPS, researchers perform policy research on a wide range of policy areas: from the economy 
and finance to better regulation, the digital economy and trade, as well as energy and climate, education and 
innovation, foreign policy and the European integration process, or justice and home affairs.”

2.22. Center for Military Studies

Location: Copenhagen, Denmark

Affiliated organizations: University of Copenhagen

Current Director: Henrik Ø. Breitenbauch

Website: visit | Twitter: @uni_copenhagen

Description: “The Center for Military Studies is a university research center focusing on policy-relevant 
research and research-based information and innovation that identify options for Denmark’s defence and 
security policy in a globalised world. Research at the Center is thus a means to identify policy options in 
a complex, interconnected security environment. [The Center works] closely with the Danish Ministry of 
Defence, the Danish Armed Forces and the political level to investigate issues and develop ideas and options.”

2.23. Center on Asia and Globalization (CAG)

Location: Singapore

Affiliated organizations: Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore

Current Director: Kanti Prasad Bajpai

Website: visit | Twitter: n/a

Description: “The Center on Asia and Globalization (CAG) was established at the Lee Kuan Yew School of 
Public Policy, National University of Singapore, in 2006. The Center is dedicated to conducting in-depth research 
on developments in the Asia-Pacific and beyond. CAG’s mission is to provide accurate, independent, and high-
quality analysis on issues of regional and global significance for academia, decision-makers, commentators, 
and the general public.”

2.24. Center on Radicalization & Terrorism 

Location: London, United Kingdom 

https://www.ceps.eu/
https://twitter.com/CEPS_thinktank
https://cms.polsci.ku.dk/english/about/
https://twitter.com/uni_copenhagen
https://lkyspp.nus.edu.sg/cag
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Affiliated organizations: Henry Jackson Society

Current Director: Alan Mendoza

Website: visit | Twitter: @HJS_Org

Description: “By coupling [...] in-depth research with targeted and impactful policy recommendations, [The 
Henry Jackson Society aims] to combat the threat of radicalization and terrorism in our society.”

2.25. Chatham House

Location: London, United Kingdom 

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Robin Niblett

Website: visit | Twitter: @ChathamHouse

Description: “[Chatham House carries] out independent and rigorous analysis of critical global, regional and 
country-specific challenges and opportunities - offering new ideas and proposals from the near- to the long-
term.”

2.26. Civitas: Institute for the Study of Civil Society

Location: London, United Kingdom 

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: David Green

Website: visit | Twitter: @Civitas_UK

Description: “[Civitas strives] to benefit public debate through independent research, reasoned argument, 
lucid explanation and open discussion. We stand apart from party politics and transitory intellectual fashions. 
We make our work available in books, pamphlets, online, and in electronic formats and encourage authors 
to make their arguments accessible to non-specialists. Some publications are designed for use in schools and 
universities. Most recently, we have published a knowledge-rich primary school curriculum designed to enable 
children of all abilities to share in the intellectual heritage of Western civilization. Uniquely among think tanks, 
we play an active, practical part in rebuilding civil society by running schools on Saturdays and after-school 
hours so that children who are falling behind at school can achieve their full potential.”

2.27. Clingendael Institute/Conflict Research Unit (CRU) 

Location: The Hague, the Netherlands 

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Monika Sie Dhian Ho (Director)/Mariska van Beijnum (Head of Conflict Research Unit) 

Website: visit | Twitter: @clingendaelorg

Description: “The Conflict Research Unit conducts research on the political economy of 21st century conflict 
and fragility dynamics. By offering insights and innovative approaches as to how to reduce the occurrence, 
intensity and impact of violence, we aim to achieve that policy makers and practitioners feel urged and enabled 
to take informed action against the human suffering caused by violent conflict today.”

https://henryjacksonsociety.org/centre-on-radicalisation-and-terrorism/
https://twitter.com/HJS_Org
https://www.chathamhouse.org/
https://twitter.com/ChathamHouse
https://www.civitas.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/Civitas_UK
https://www.clingendael.org
https://twitter.com/clingendaelorg
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2.28. Council on Foreign Relations (CFR)

Location: New York (NY), United States (head office); Washington, D.C., United States 

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Richard N. Haass

Website: visit | Twitter: @CFR_org

Description: “The Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) is an independent, nonpartisan membership 
organization, think tank, and publisher dedicated to being a resource for its members, government officials, 
business executives, journalists, educators and students, civic and religious leaders, and other interested citizens 
in order to help them better understand the world and the foreign policy choices facing the United States and 
other countries. Founded in 1921, CFR takes no institutional positions on matters of policy. Our goal is to start 
a conversation in this country about the need for Americans to better understand the world.”

2.29. Counter Extremism Project (CEP)

Location: New York (NY), United States (head office); London, United Kingdom; Berlin, Germany

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Mark Wallace

Website: visit | Twitter: @FightExtremism

Description: “The Counter Extremism Project (CEP) is a not-for-profit, non-partisan, international policy 
organization formed to combat the growing threat from extremist ideologies. Led by a [...] group of former 
world leaders and diplomats it combats extremism by pressuring financial and material support networks; 
countering the narrative of extremists and their online recruitment; and advocating for smart laws, policies, 
and regulations.”

2.30. Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS)

Location: Copenhagen, Denmark

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Kristian Fischer

Website: visit | Twitter: @diisdk

Description: “DIIS is an independent public research institution for international studies. [It conducts] and 
communicate multidisciplinary research and aim[s] to be agenda-setting in research, policy and public debate. 
DIIS researches foreign, security and development policy. The institute carries out basic research, policy 
analysis and commissioned research.”

2.31. Eastern Mediterranean Academic Research Center (DAKAM)

Location: Beyoğlu, İstanbul

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Unspecified 

Website: visit | Twitter: @dakamtr

Description: “In cooperation with universities and scholars, DAKAM aims to organise international 

https://www.cfr.org/
https://twitter.com/CFR_org
https://www.counterextremism.com/
https://twitter.com/FightExtremism
https://www.diis.dk/en
https://twitter.com/diisdk
https://www.dakam.org/
https://twitter.com/DAKAMTR
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conferences, workshops and events.”

2.32. Egmont Royal Institute for International Relations

Location: Brussels, Belgium

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Hughes Chantry

Website: visit | Twitter: @EgmontInstitute

Description: “The Royal Institute for International Relations is an independent think-tank based in Brussels. 
Its interdisciplinary research is conducted in a spirit of total academic freedom. Drawing on the expertise of its 
own research fellows, as well as that of external specialists, both Belgian and foreign, it provides analysis and 
policy options that are meant to be as operational as possible.”

2.33. Elcano Royal Institute

Location: Madrid, Spain

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Charles Powell

Website: visit | Twitter: @rielcano

Description: “The Elcano Royal Institute is a think tank specialised in international and strategic studies 
conducted from a Spanish, European and global perspective. Its goal is to promote knowledge of the current 
international situation and of Spain’s foreign relations, as well as to provide a focal point for debating and 
generating ideas that may prove useful in the decision-making processes of political office-holders, the leaders 
of private enterprises and public institutions, social actors and academics. The overall concern is to be a meeting 
point for the exchange of ideas and the search for consensus in a spirit dominated by the defence of democracy, 
multilateralism, the social market economy, freedom and human rights.”

2.34. European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR) 

Locations: London, United Kingdom (head office); Berlin, Germany; Madrid, Spain; Paris, France; Rome, 
Italy; Sofia, Bulgaria; Warsaw, Poland

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Mark Leonard

Website: visit | Twitter: @ecfr

Description: “The European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR) is an [...] international think-tank that aims 
to conduct cutting-edge independent research on European foreign and security policy and to provide a safe 
meeting space for decision-makers, activists and influencers to share ideas.”

2.35. European Foundation for Democracy (EFD)

Location: Brussels, Belgium

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Roberta Bonazzi

http://www.egmontinstitute.be/
https://twitter.com/Egmontinstitute
http://realinstitutoelcano.org/wps/portal/rielcano_en/about-elcano/presentation
https://twitter.com/rielcano
https://www.ecfr.eu/
https://twitter.com/ecfr
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Website: visit | Twitter: @EFDBrussels

Description: “The European Foundation for Democracy is a policy institute that has been working with civil 
society, academic, government and other stakeholders on the prevention of radicalization for more than a 
decade. We address all forms of radicalization which can lead to violent extremism regardless of the political or 
religious ideology that may drive this. Specifically, we support initiatives to strengthen resilience of communities 
in different countries by empowering credible pro-democratic voices to prevent radicalization from gaining a 
foothold.”

2.36. European Institute for Counter-Terrorism and Conflict Prevention (EICTP)

Location: Vienna, Austria

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Herbert Scheibner (President)

Website: visit | Twitter: n/a

Description: “[The European Institute for Counter-Terrorism and Conflict Preventions deals] with the central 
security policy challenges for Europe. A worldwide network of internationally active terrorism and hybrid 
conflicts are a growing threat. [EICTP] devote[s itself] to in-depth analyses and studies of such uncertainty 
scenarios and want[s] to actively contribute well-founded strategies and solution scenarios or make the effects 
of prevention and intervention assessable.”

2.37. Foreign Policy Research Institute (FPRI)

Location: Philadelphia (PA), United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Jacques deLisle

Website: visit | Twitter: @FPRI

Description: “The Foreign Policy Research Institute is dedicated to producing the highest quality scholarship 
and nonpartisan policy analysis focused on crucial foreign policy and national security challenges facing the 
United States. We educate those who make and influence policy, as well as the public at large, through the lens 
of history, geography, and culture.”

2.38. Foundation for Defense of Democracies (FDD)

Location: Washington, D.C., United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Mark Dubowitz

Website: visit | Twitter: @FDD

Description: “A research institute focusing on national security and foreign policy. FDD conducts in-depth 
research, produces accurate and timely analyses, identifies illicit activities, and provides policy options – all 
with the aim of strengthening U.S. national security and reducing or eliminating threats posed by adversaries 
and enemies of the United States and other free nations.”

https://www.europeandemocracy.eu/about-us/
https://twitter.com/efdbrussels
https://www.eictp.eu/en/
https://www.fpri.org/
https://twitter.com/fpri/
https://www.fdd.org/
https://twitter.com/fdd
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2.39. l’Institut Français des Relations Internationales (IFRI; French Institute of International 
Affairs)

Location: Paris, France

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Thomas Gomart

Website: visit | Twitter: @IFRI

Description: “[L’Institut Français des Relations Internationales] brings together a multi-national team of 
fifty collaborators including about thirty permanent professional researchers divided into 10 research units 
with a regional focus: Europe, Russia / NIS, Asia, North America (United States and Canada), Sub-Saharan 
Africa, Turkey / Middle East and focusing on cross-cutting issues: Security and Strategic Affairs, Energy and 
Climate, Space, Migration and Citizenship. IFRI’s policy-oriented research strives to shed light on international 
events and put them in perspective. It is primarily useful for political and economic decision-makers as well as 
academics, opinion leaders, and civil society representatives.

2.40. Geneva Center for Security Policy

Location: Geneva, Switzerland

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Christian Dussey

Website: visit | Twitter: @theGCSP

Description: “[The Geneva Center for Security Policy is] an international foundation serving a global 
community of individuals and organizations. [Its] mission is to advance peace, security and international 
cooperation. [It] provides the knowledge, skills and network for effective and inclusive decision-making.”

2.41. Geneva Center for Security Sector Governance (DCAF)

Location: Geneva, Switzerland

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Thomas Guerber

Website: visit | Twitter: @DCAF_Geneva

Description: “We see security sector governance and reform as an essential contributor to peace and sustainable 
development. Our Strategy 2020-2024 demonstrates how, over the next five years, we will help make states and 
people safer by supporting efforts of national stakeholders and international actors to enhance the democratic 
governance of security sectors around the world.”

2.42. George C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies

Location: Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Lt. Gen. (Ret.) Keith W. Dayton

Website: visit | Twitter: @Marshal_Center

Description: “The George C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies is one of five U.S. Department 

https://www.ifri.org/en
https://twitter.com/ifri_
https://www.gcsp.ch/
https://twitter.com/theGCSP
https://www.dcaf.ch/
https://twitter.com/DCAF_Geneva
https://www.marshallcenter.org/en
https://twitter.com/Marshall_Center
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of Defense Regional Centers and the only bilateral Center. The mission of the Marshall Center is to enable 
solutions to regional and transnational security challenges through capacity building, access, and a globally 
connected network. An instrument of German-American cooperation, the center addresses regional and 
transnational security issues for the U.S. Department of Defense and the German Federal Ministry of Defense, 
and maintains contact with a vast alumni network of security professionals.”

2.43. Georgian Center for Strategy and Development (GCSD)

Location: Tbilisi, Georgia

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Giorgi Goguadze

Website: visit | Twitter: @GCSDorg

Description: “Georgian Center for Strategy and Development (GCSD) is a non-profit, non-partisan, non-
governmental organization, which intends to support Georgia’s national security, to strengthen principles 
of effective and democratic governance of the country and to create conditions for Georgia’s sustainable 
development. Based on the goals of the center, its work involves research, monitoring, advocacy and 
implementation of educational projects.”

2.44. German Institute on Radicalization and De-Radicalization Studies (GIRDS)

Location: Stuttgart, Germany

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Daniel Koehler

Website: visit | Twitter: @GIRD_S

Description: “The first German research and network initiative focusing solely on the theory and practice of 
de-radicalization and counter-radicalization, GIRDS is completely non-profit and independent. We are not 
institutionally bound and do not follow any partisan politics. GIRDS can be seen as a transparent network 
of experts both from practical backgrounds and academia aiming to foster the theoretical and practical 
development of de-radicalization methods, evaluation tools, training manuals, and concepts.” 

2.45. Global Center on Cooperative Security 

Location:New York, United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Eelco Kessels

Website: visit | Twitter: @GlobalCtr

Description: “The Global Center works to achieve lasting security by advancing inclusive, human rights–
based policies, partnerships, and practices to address the root causes of violent extremism. We focus on four 
mutually reinforcing objectives: (1) Supporting communities in addressing the drivers of conflict and violent 
extremism; (2) Advancing human rights and the rule of law to prevent and respond to violent extremism; 
(3) Combating illicit finance that enables criminal and violent extremist organizations; and (4) Promoting 
multilateral cooperation and rights-based standards in counterterrorism.”

http://www.gcsd.org.ge/en
https://twitter.com/GCSDorg
http://girds.org/
https://twitter.com/GIRD_S
https://www.globalcenter.org/
https://twitter.com/GlobalCtr
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2.46. Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime (GITOC) 

Location: Geneva, Switzerland

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Mark Shaw

Website: visit | Twitter: @GI_TOC

Description: “Founded in 2013 … The Global Initiative comprises a network of over 500 independent global and 
regional experts working on human rights, democracy, governance, and development issues where organized 
crime has become increasingly pertinent. The Global Initiative provides a platform to promote greater debate 
and innovative approaches as the building blocks to an inclusive global strategy against organized crime. It 
commissions and shares research globally; curates a [...] resource library of 2,000 reports and tools specific 
to organized crime; and uses its [...] convening power to unite both the private and public sectors against 
organized crime.”

2.47. Global Policy Institute (GPI)

Location: Washington, D.C., United States

Affiliated organizations: Bay Atlantic University

Current Director: Paolo von Schirach (President), Deniz Karatas (Executive Director)

Website: visit | Twitter: @GPInstitute

Description: “The Global Policy Institute (GPI) is an independent, non-partisan research institution 
headquartered in Washington, D.C. focusing on global affairs, economics, energy and education. GPI works 
closely with Bay Atlantic University (BAU). Through its international network of affiliated scholars, GPI 
conducts research and analysis, develops realistic policy solutions, organizes events and endeavors to unite 
political and business leaders in an ongoing effort aimed at addressing global issues in a constructive way.”

2.48. GLOBSEC

Location: Bratislava, Slovakia

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Henrieta Kunova

Website: visit | Twitter: @GLOBSEC

Description: “GLOBSEC is a global think-tank based in Bratislava committed to enhancing security, prosperity 
and sustainability in Europe and throughout the world. Its mission is to influence the future by generating new 
ideas and solutions for a better and safer world. We believe we can change the world by putting together the 
right stakeholders at the right time for a free exchange of ideas.”

2.49. Hedayah

Location: Abu Dhabi, UAE

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: H.E. Ahmed Al Qasimi

Website: visit | Twitter: @Hedayah_CVE

https://globalinitiative.net/
https://twitter.com/GI_TOC
http://globalpi.org/
https://twitter.com/GPInstitute
https://www.globsec.org/
https://twitter.com/GLOBSEC
https://www.hedayahcenter.org/
https://twitter.com/Hedayah_CVE
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Description: “Hedayah is [an] international organization dedicated to using its expertise and experiences to 
countering violent extremism (CVE) in all of its forms and manifestations through dialogue, communications, 
capacity building programs, research and analysis. [W]e work to enhance understanding and share good 
practices to effectively build the capacity of CVE actors across the globe to promote tolerance, stability, and 
security.”

2.50. Henry L. Stimson Center

Location: Washington, D.C., United States 

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Brian Eyler

Website: visit | Twitter: @StimsonCenter

Description: “Promotes international security, shared prosperity & justice through applied research and 
independent analysis, deep engagement, and policy innovation.”

2.51. Hoover Institution

Location: Stanford (CA) and Washington, D.C., United States

Affiliated organizations: Stanford University

Current Director: Thomas F. Stephenson

Website: visit | Twitter: @HooverInst

Description: “With its ... scholars and ... Library and Archives, the Hoover Institution seeks to improve the 
human condition by advancing ideas that promote economic opportunity and prosperity, while securing and 
safeguarding peace for America and all mankind.”

2.52. Hudson Institute

Location: Washington, D.C., United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Kenneth R. Weinstein

Website: visit | Twitter: @HudsonInstitute

Description: “The Hudson Institute challenges conventional thinking and helps manage strategic transitions 
to the future through interdisciplinary studies in defense, international relations, economics, health care, 
technology, culture, and law. Hudson guides public policy makers and global leaders in government and 
business through a ... program of publications, conferences, policy briefings, and recommendations.”

2.53. Institut de Relations Internationales et Stratégiques (IRIS; French Institute for 
International Relations and Strategic Affairs)

Location: Paris, France

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Pascal Boniface

Website: visit | Twitter: @InstitutIRIS

https://www.stimson.org/
https://twitter.com/StimsonCenter
https://www.hoover.org/
https://twitter.com/HooverInst
https://www.hudson.org/
https://twitter.com/HudsonInstitute
https://www.iris-france.org/liris/
https://twitter.com/InstitutIRIS
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Description: “The origin of the creation of IRIS stems from the desire to meet three main objectives: (1) 
contribute to research and debate on international and strategic issues, offering a different and original reading 
of national and international issues; (2) create a truly independent center of expertise; and (3) create a place of 
dialogue and reflection between all those who make up the strategic community specialists.”

2.54. Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses (IDSA)

Location: New Delhi, India

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Amb. Sujan R. Chinoy

Website: visit | Twitter: @IDSAIndia

Description: “The Manohar Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses (MP-IDSA), is a non-partisan, 
autonomous body dedicated to objective research and policy relevant studies on all aspects of defence and 
security. Its mission is to promote national and international security through the generation and dissemination 
of knowledge on defence and security-related issues.”

2.55. Institute for Islamic World Future Studies (IIWFS)

Location: Tehran, Iran

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Unspecified

Website: visit | Twitter: @IIWFS2

Description: “Introducing and promoting empowering teachings and models to create convergence and 
augmentation among Islamic societies counteracting the distortion of the image of Islam and undermining 
the… capabilities of the Islamic world.”

2.56. Institute for National Security Studies (INSS)

Location: Tel Aviv, Israel 

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Amos Yadlin

Website: visit | Twitter: @INSSIsrael

Description: “The Institute for National Security Studies launches and engages in innovative, relevant, high-
quality research that shapes the public discourse of issues on Israel’s national security agenda, and provides 
policy analysis and recommendations to decision makers, public leaders, and the strategic community, both 
in Israel and abroad. As part of its mission, it is committed to encourage new ways of thinking and expand the 
traditional contours of establishment analysis.”

2.57. International Center for Counter-Terrorism - The Hague (ICCT)

Location: The Hague, The Netherlands

Affiliated organizations: Clingendael Netherlands’ Institute for International Relations, TMC Asser Institute, 
Institute for Security & Global Affairs, Leiden University, Campus The Hague.

Current (Interim) Director: Alexander von Rosenbach

https://idsa.in/
https://twitter.com/IDSAIndia
https://www.iiwfs.com/
https://twitter.com/IIWFS2
https://www.inss.org.il/
https://twitter.com/inssisrael
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Website: visit | Twitter: @ICCT_TheHague

Description: “[Founded in 2010, the ICCT is] an independent think and do tank providing multidisciplinary 
policy advice and practical, solution-oriented implementation support on prevention and the rule of law, two 
vital pillars of effective counter-terrorism. ICCT’s work focuses on themes at the intersection of countering 
violent extremism and criminal justice sector responses, as well as human rights related aspects of counter-
terrorism. The major project areas concern countering violent extremism, rule of law, foreign fighters, country 
and regional analysis, rehabilitation, civil society engagement and victims’ voices.”

2.58. Italian Institute for International Political Studies (ISPI)

Location: Milan, Italy

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Giampiero Massolo

Website: visit | Twitter: @ISPIonline

Description: “Founded in 1934, the Institute for International Political Studies is now recognized as one 
of the most prestigious think tanks dedicated to the study of international dynamics. It is the only Italian 
institute – and among the very few in Europe – to support research with a significant commitment to training, 
conferences and analysis and guidance on risks and opportunities worldwide for companies and institutions. 
The whole activity is characterized by an approach that combines socio-political and economic analysis and by 
an extensive collaboration with the main think tanks around the world.”

2.59. Institute for Security Studies (ISS)

Location: Pretoria, South Africa (head office); also offices in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; Dakar, Senegal.

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Anton Du Plessis

Website: visit | Twitter: @issafrica

Description: “The ISS is an African non-profit organization …. Our work covers transnational crimes, 
migration, maritime security and development, peacekeeping, peacebuilding, crime prevention and criminal 
justice, and the analysis of conflict and governance”.

2.60. Institute for Strategic Dialogue (ISD)

Location: London, United Kingdom (head office); Beirut, Lebanon; Berlin, Germany; Paris, France; Washington, 
D.C., United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Sasha Havlicek

Website: visit | Twitter: @ISDGlobal

Description: “ISD is [a] ‘think and do’ tank dedicated to understanding and innovating real-world responses 
to the rising tide of polarization, hate and extremism of all forms. We combine anthropological research, 
expertise in international extremist movements and an advanced digital analysis capability that tracks hate, 
disinformation and extremism online, with policy advisory support and training to governments and cities 
around the world.”

https://www.icct.nl
https://twitter.com/ICCT_TheHague
https://www.ispionline.it/en
https://twitter.com/ispionline
https://issafrica.org/
https://twitter.com/issafrica/
https://www.isdglobal.org/
https://twitter.com/ISDGlobal
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2.61. Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS)

Location: Singapore

Affiliated organizations: Yusof Ishak Institute

Current Director: Choi Shing Kwok

Website: visit | Twitter: @ISEAS

Description: “ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute (formerly Institute of Southeast Asian Studies) is dedicated to 
the study of socio-political, security, and economic trends and developments in Southeast Asia and its wider 
geostrategic and economic environment. The Institute aims to stimulate research and debate within scholarly 
circles, enhance public awareness of the region, and facilitate the search for viable solutions to the varied 
problems confronting the region. It also strives to nurture a community of scholars interested in the region 
and to engage in research on the multi-faceted dimensions and issues of stability and security, economic 
development, and political, social, and cultural change.”

2.62. International Center for Terrorism Studies (ICTS)

Location: Arlington (VA) United States

Affiliated organizations: Potomac Institute for Policy Studies

Current Director: Mike Swetnam

Website: visit | Twitter: @PotomacInst

Description: “The Potomac Institute for Policy Studies is an independent, nonpartisan, not-for-profit, science 
and technology (S&T) policy research institute. The Institute identifies and leads discussions on key S&T and 
national security issues facing our society, providing an academic forum for the study of related policy issues. 
Based on data and evidence, we develop meaningful policy recommendations and ensure their implementation 
at the intersection of business and government.”

2.63. International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism (ICSVE)

Location: Washington, D.C., United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Anne Speckhard

Website: visit | Twitter: @icsve

Description: “The International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism (ICSVE) is an action based, 
interdisciplinary, research center working on psychosocial, cultural, political, economic, ideological, and 
technological topics impacting global peace and security. ICSVE … provides research, training, and strategic 
advice to government leaders, intelligence, defense, international organizations, and civilian communities, 
worldwide, to prevent and deter the threat of violent extremism in the core areas such as capacity building 
and programmatic support, countering extremist narrative, developing community resilience, managing 
intervention activities, understanding pathways into and back out of terrorism and countering violent 
extremism training.”

2.64. International Institute for Justice and the Rule of Law

Location: Valletta, Malta

https://www.iseas.edu.sg/
https://twitter.com/iseas
https://potomacinstitute.org/academic-centers/international-center-for-terrorism-studies-icts
https://twitter.com/PotomacInst
https://www.icsve.org/
https://twitter.com/icsve
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Affiliated organization: n/a 

Current Director: Thomas Wuchte

Website: visit | Twitter: @iijmalta

Description: “The International Institute for Justice and the Rule of Law (IIJ) provides rule of law-based 
training to lawmakers, police, prosecutors, judges, corrections officials, and other justice sector stakeholders 
on how to address terrorism and related transnational criminal activities within a rule of law framework. More 
broadly, it works to strengthen criminal justice systems and build regional judicial, police and other criminal 
justice practitioner networks to promote justice, security, and human rights. The IIJ places a particular focus on 
countries seeking to develop rule of law-based approaches to addressing security challenges such as terrorism 
and other transnational criminal activities. Although the IIJ’s mandate will be global in nature, initial focus is 
on countries in North, West, and East Africa, and the Middle East, paying particular attention to supporting 
countries in transition.”

2.65. The Institute of International & European Affairs (IIEA)

Location: Dublin, Ireland

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Brendan Halligan

Website: visit | Twitter: @iiea

Description: “The Institute of International and European Affairs is [an Irish] international affairs think tank. 
We are an independent, not-for-profit organization with charitable status. Our aim is to provide a forum for all 
those interested in EU and International affairs to engage in debate and discussion, and to evaluate and share 
policy options.”

2.66. Institute for International & Strategic Studies (IISS)

Location: London, United Kingdom (head office); Washington, D.C., United States; Singapore, Singapore, 
Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain.

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: John Chipman

Website: visit | Twitter: @IISS_org

Description: “The International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) has helped to shape the strategic agenda 
for governments, businesses, the media and experts across the world. We earn our revenue from the sale of 
our databases and publications, host-nation support for conferences, corporate sponsorship, research work, 
consultancy, and donations from private individuals and foundations.” 

2.67. International Crisis Group

Location: Brussels, Belgium (head office); Washington, D.C., United States; New York (NY), United States; 
London, United Kingdom.

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Robert Malley

Website: visit | Twitter: @CrisisGroup

https://theiij.org/
https://twitter.com/iijmalta
https://www.iiea.com/
https://twitter.com/iicea
https://www.iiss.org/
https://twitter.com/IISS_org
https://www.crisisgroup.org/
https://twitter.com/CrisisGroup
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Description: “The International Crisis Group is an independent organization working to prevent wars and 
shape policies that will build a more peaceful world. Crisis Group sounds the alarm to prevent deadly conflict. 
We build support for the good governance and inclusive politics that enable societies to flourish. We engage 
directly with a range of conflict actors to seek and share information, and to encourage intelligent action for 
peace.”

2.68. International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT)

Location: Herzliya, Israel

Affiliated organizations: Interdisciplinary Center (IDC)

Current Director: Boaz Ganor

Website: visit | Twitter: @ICT_org

Description: “The International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) is [an] academic institute for counter-
terrorism, facilitating international cooperation in the global struggle against terrorism. ICT is an independent 
think tank providing expertise in terrorism, counter-terrorism, homeland security, threat vulnerability, risk 
assessment, intelligence analysis, national security and defense policy.” 

2.69. International Peace Institute (IPI)

Location: New York (NY), United States (head office); Vienna, Austria; Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Terje Rød-Larsen

Website: visit | Twitter: @ipinst

Description: “The International Peace Institute (IPI) is an independent, international not-for-profit think tank 
dedicated to managing risk and building resilience to promote peace, security, and sustainable development. 
To achieve its purpose, IPI employs a mix of policy research, strategic analysis, publishing, and convening. 
With staff from more than twenty countries and a broad range of academic fields, IPI has offices facing United 
Nations headquarters in New York and offices in Vienna and Manama.”

2.70. Investigative Project on Terrorism (IPT)

Location: Washington, D.C., United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Steven Emerson

Website: visit | Twitter: @TheIPT

Description: “The Investigative Project on Terrorism (IPT) is a non-profit research group founded by Steven 
Emerson in 1995. It [maintains a] comprehensive data center on radical Islamic terrorist groups. For more than 
two decades, the IPT has investigated the operations, funding, activities and front groups of Islamic terrorist 
and extremist groups in the United States and around the world.”

2.71. Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI; Institute for International Affairs)

Location: Rome, Italy

Affiliated organizations: n/a

http://www.ict.org.il/
https://twitter.com/ICT_org
https://twitter.com/ICT_org
https://www.ipinst.org/
https://twitter.com/ipinst
https://www.investigativeproject.org/
https://twitter.com/TheIPT
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Current Director: Nathalie Tocci

Website: visit | Twitter: n/a

Description: “We are a private, independent non-profit think tank, founded in 1965 on the initiative of 
Altiero Spinelli. We seek to promote awareness of international politics and contribute to the advancement of 
European integration and multilateral cooperation. We are part of a vast international network, and interact 
and cooperate with the government and its ministries, European and international institutions, universities, 
major national economic actors, the media and the most authoritative international think tanks.”

2.72. The Jamestown Foundation

Location: Washington, D.C., United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Glen Howard

Website: visit | Twitter: @JamestownTweets

Description: “The Jamestown Foundation’s mission is to inform and educate policy makers and the broader 
community about events and trends in those societies which are strategically or tactically important to the 
United States and which frequently restrict access to such information. Utilizing indigenous and primary 
sources, Jamestown’s material is delivered without political bias, filter or agenda. It is often the only source of 
information which should be, but is not always, available through official or intelligence channels, especially in 
regard to Eurasia and terrorism.”

2.73. Kazakhstan Institute for Strategic Studies (KAZISS)

Location: Nur Sultan, Kazakhstan

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Shaukenova Zarema Kaukenovna

Website: visit | Twitter: @KAZ_ISS

Description: “KAZISS holds strategic research on foreign and domestic policy topics, Kazakhstan’s social and 
economic development, provides the leadership of the state with perspectives and recommendations”.

2.74. Latin American Security and Defence Network (RESDAL)

Location: Buenos Aires, Argentina

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Marcela Donadio (Executive Secretary)

Website: visit | Twitter: @RESDAL

Description: “A network that creates, strengthens and links the capacities and efforts of decision-makers, 
academics and members of civil society within the field of security and defence, collaborating in the construction 
of a peaceful democratic environment in Latin America and the Caribbean where democratic institutions 
exist that generate policies, experiences and initiatives that at the same time impact the hemispheric and 
international security environment.”

https://www.iai.it/en
https://jamestown.org/
https://twitter.com/JamestownTweets
http://kisi.kz/index.php/en/
https://twitter.com/KAZ_ISS
https://www.resdal.org/ing/index.html
https://twitter.com/RESDAL_
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2.75. Lowy Institute

Location: Sydney, Australia 

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Michael Fullilove

Website: visit | Twitter: @LowyInstitute

Description: “The Lowy Institute is an Australian think tank with a global outlook. Our research interests are 
as broad as Australia’s interests, and we host distinguished speakers from around the globe on foreign policy, 
defence, politics, aid and development, journalism, science and the arts. The Lowy Institute is at the center of 
Australia’s foreign policy and national security debates.”

2.76. The MacKenzie Institute

Location: Toronto, Canada

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Lou Milrad (chair)

Website: visit | Twitter: @TheMackenzieIn1

Description: “The Mackenzie Institute, an independent think tank, brings a strategic and pragmatic approach 
to security matters that affect both domestic and global audiences. The Mackenzie Institute brings together 
external independent thinking for policymakers, governments, private sector entities, and educational 
institutions. We propose an open forum for global conversations on the threats and security vulnerabilities we 
face in order to best advise these various entities.”

2.77. Manhattan Institute

Location: New York (NY), United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Reihan Salam

Website: visit | Twitter: @ManhattanInst

Description: “The mission of the Manhattan Institute is to develop and disseminate new ideas that foster 
greater economic choice and individual responsibility.”

2.78. Meir Amit Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center (ITIC)

Location: Ramat Hasharon, Israel

Affiliated organizations: Israeli Intelligence Heritage and Commemoration Center

Current Director: Reuven Erlich

Website: visit | Twitter: @terrorisminfo

Description: “The Meir Amit Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center (ITIC) issues information 
bulletins and studies about terrorist organizations. Its research fields include Palestinian terrorist organizations, 
Lebanese terrorist organizations, and organizations affiliated with global jihad. The ITIC researchers monitor 
the various aspects of the activities of the terrorist organizations in the Middle East and elsewhere, countries 
sponsoring terrorism, terrorist attacks, terrorist infrastructure, weapons, funding terrorist organizations, 

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/
https://twitter.com/LowyInstitute
https://mackenzieinstitute.com/
https://twitter.com/TheMackenzieIn1
https://www.manhattan-institute.org/
https://twitter.com/ManhattanInst
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/
https://twitter.com/terrorisminfo
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terrorist organizations’ media outlets and more.”

2.79. National Institute for Defense Studies (NIDS)

Location: Tokyo, Japan

Affiliated organizations: Japanese Ministry of Defence

Current Director: Tanaka Satoshi

Website: visit | Twitter: n/a

Description: “The National Institute for Defense Studies (NIDS) is the Ministry of Defense’s core policy research 
arm, conducting research and studies with a policy orientation primarily on security and military history, 
while also serving as a strategic college-level educational institution for the training of high-level officers of the 
Self-Defense Forces. In addition, NIDS engages in such activities as the administration of military and naval 
documents, records and publications, and is considered to be the nation’s foremost military history research 
center.”

2.80. National Institute of Foreign Affairs and National Security (IFANS)

Location: Seoul, South Korea

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Jun Bong-Geun

Website: visit | Twitter: n/a

Description: “The Institute of Foreign Affairs and National Security (IFANS) is Korea’s top foreign policy 
and security think tank. IFANS is primarily responsible for: 1. Conducting research on and analysis of 
the government’s mid to long-term foreign policy and diplomatic strategy, and 2. Developing policy 
recommendations on pending diplomatic issues. In addition, IFANS continues to build a wide-ranging policy 
research network with the academia and research institutions in Korea and abroad, share Korea’s diplomatic 
agenda with domestic and foreign audiences, and promote public understanding on foreign policy through 
“open diplomacy together with people.”

2.81. Norwegian Institute of International Affairs (NUPI)

Location: Oslo, Norway

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Ulf Sverdrup

Website: visit | Twitter: @nupinytt

Description: “[NUPI studies] military strategy and geopolitics, EU foreign and security policy, terrorism and 
organized crime, and the privatization of security, with an emphasis on new security actors. The geographical 
focus in this research area ranges from the USA, Asia and the Pacific, to North Africa and Europe. Issues 
related to military concepts and doctrines, irregular and hybrid warfare, civilian–military relations, maritime 
security, cyber security and technology, security governance, and reform of intelligence and security services 
are also addressed.”

2.82. The Orient-Institute Beirut (OIB)

Location: Beirut, Lebanon

http://www.nids.mod.go.jp/english/
https://onthinktanks.org/think-tank/national-institute-of-foreign-affairs-and-national-security/
https://www.nupi.no/
https://twitter.com/nupinytt
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Affiliated organizations: Max Weber Stiftung

Current Director: Birgit Schäbler

Website: visit | Twitter: n/a

Description: “The Orient-Institut Beirut (OIB) is an independent academic research institute, belonging to 
the Max Weber Foundation. It is mainly funded through the Federal Ministry of Education and Research in 
Germany. It conducts interdisciplinary research on the Arab world and the region of West Asia and North 
Africa at large. Its research community comprises long-term research associates from Germany and short-
term visiting fellows from all over the world, who represent the major disciplines of the humanities and social 
sciences, including Islamic and Arab studies, history and anthropology of the Middle East, as well as sociology 
and political sciences.” 

2.83. Ortadoğu Araştırmaları Merkezi (ORSAM; Center for Middle Eastern Studies)

Location: Ankara, Turkey

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Ahmet Uysal

Website: visit | Twitter: @orsamorgtr

Description: “The Center for Middle Eastern Studies (ORSAM) was established in January 2009 to inform 
the general public and the foreign policy community on the Middle East. ORSAM is a nonpartisan and non-
profit research center based in Ankara. ORSAM provides information on Middle Eastern affairs and exposes 
the Turkish academia and political circles to the perspectives of researchers from the region. ORSAM, by 
facilitating the visits of Middle Eastern statesmen, bureaucrats, academics, strategists, businessmen, journalists, 
and NGO representatives to Turkey, seeks to ensure their knowledge and ideas are shared with the Turkish and 
international community”.

2.84. Overseas Development Institute (ODI)

Location: London, United Kingdom

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Marta Foresti

Website: visit | Twitter: @ODIdev

Description: “ODI is an independent, global think tank, working for a sustainable and peaceful world in 
which every person thrives. We harness the power of evidence and ideas through research and partnership to 
confront challenges, develop solutions and create change.”

2.85. Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO)

Location: Oslo, Norway

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Henrik Urdal

Website: visit | Twitter: n/a

Description: “The Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO) conducts research on the conditions for peaceful 
relations between states, groups and people. Researchers at PRIO seek to understand the processes that bring 

https://www.orient-institut.org/
https://orsam.org.tr/
https://twitter.com/orsamorgtr
https://www.odi.org/
https://twitter.com/ODIdev/
https://www.prio.org/
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societies together or split them apart. We explore how conflicts erupt and how they can be resolved; we investigate 
how different kinds of violence affect people; and we examine how societies tackle crises – and the threat of 
crisis. We document general trends, seek to understand processes, and inform concrete responses. PRIO is 
committed to academic excellence. We aim to develop theoretical insights, refine research methodologies, 
and communicate our findings widely. We see this academic excellence as paramount to having a meaningful 
impact on society. The institute is an independent foundation, international in its orientation, with an extensive 
network of collaborators worldwide.”

2.86. Philippine Institute for Peace, Violence and Terrorism Research (PIPVTR)

Location: Quezon City, Philippines

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Albert Ignatius D. Ferro (President)

Website: visit | Twitter: n/a

Description: “PIPVTR is an independent academic research institute and a non-government, non-profit, and 
non-partisan think-tank. [Its objective is to] promote the principle of non-violence and to uphold the culture 
of peace by conducting rigorous investigative studies, intelligence analysis, and peace research to understand 
the pathologies of terrorism in the Philippines.”

2.87. Polski Instytut Spraw Miedzynarodowych (PISM; Polish Institute of International 
Affairs)

Location: Warsaw, Poland

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Sławomir Dębski

Website: visit | Twitter: @PISM_Poland

Description: “The Polish Institute of International Affairs (PISM) is a leading Central European think tank that 
positions itself between the world of politics and independent analysis. PISM provides analytical support to 
decisionmakers and diplomats, initiates public debate and disseminates expert knowledge about contemporary 
international relations. The work of PISM is guided by the conviction that the decision-making process in 
international relations should be based on knowledge that comes from reliable and valid research.”

2.88. Prague Security Studies Institute (PIIS)

Location: Prague, Czech Republic

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Jana Robinson

Website: visit | Twitter: @pssi_prague

Description: “The mission of the Prague Security Studies Institute is to help safeguard and strengthen the 
individual freedoms and democratic institutions of the countries in Central and Eastern Europe and beyond. 
The Institute also seeks to illuminate select unconventional threats emanating from authoritarian governments 
that challenge the transatlantic alliance and other partners globally, especially in the economic & financial and 
space domains. PSSI is dedicated to the education and training of new generations of security-minded students 
and young professionals, including through its programmatic activities and growing academic network in the 

https://pipvtr.org/
https://www.pism.pl/
https://twitter.com/PISM_Poland
http://www.pssi.cz/about-us
https://twitter.com/pssi_prague
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Czech Republic and abroad.”

2.89. Quilliam Foundation

Location: London, United Kingdom

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Haras Rafiq

Website: visit | Twitter: @QuilliamF

Description: “Quilliam is [a] counter-extremism organization. We have a full spectrum and values-based 
approach to counter-extremism which means promoting pluralism and inspiring change. Quilliam seeks to 
challenge what we think, and the way we think. We aim to generate creative, informed and inclusive discussions 
to counter the ideological underpinnings of terrorism, while simultaneously providing evidence-based policy 
recommendations to governments, and building civil society networks and programs to lead the change 
towards a more positive future”.

2.90. RAND Corporation

Location: Santa Monica (CA), United States (head office); Washington, D.C., United States; Pittsburgh (PA), 
United States, New Orleans (LA), United States; Boston (MA), United States; Manuka, Australia (RAND 
Australia); Cambridge, United Kingdom; Brussels, Belgium (RAND Europe).

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Michael D. Rich (President & CEO), Terrence Kelly (Vice President & Director, Homeland 
Security Operational Analysis Center), K. Jack Riley (Vice President, RAND National Security Research 
Division, Director, RAND National Defense Research Institute)

Website: visit | Twitter: @RANDCorporation

Description: “The RAND Corporation is a research organization that develops solutions to public policy 
challenges to help make communities throughout the world safer and more secure, healthier and more 
prosperous. RAND is nonprofit, nonpartisan, and committed to the public interest.”

2.91. Rasanah: International Institute for Iranian Studies

Location: Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Adel Z. Al-Toraifi

Website: visit | Twitter: @rasanhiis

Description: “As an independent non-profit NGO, Rasanah is keen to deal objectively, impartially, professionally 
in accordance with the highest standards of international proficiency to produce intellectual knowledge and 
training content by attracting specialized cadres from around the world.”

2.92. Research Institute for European and American Studies (RIEAS)

Location: Athens, Greece

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: John M. Nomikos

https://www.quilliaminternational.com/
https://twitter.com/QuilliamF
https://www.rand.org
https://twitter.com/RANDCorporation
https://rasanah-iiis.org/english/
https://twitter.com/rasanahiiis
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Website: visit | Twitter: @rieasgreece

Description: “The Research Institute for European and American Studies (RIEAS) is aimed to provide a better 
understanding of international affairs by creating a framework for creative thinking, honest discussions and 
nonpartisan dissemination of multidisciplinary reflections and innovative ideas.”

2.93. Royal United Services Institute (RUSI)

Location: London, United Kingdom (head office); Brussels, Belgium

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Karin von Hippel (Director-General), Emily Winterbotham (Director RUSI Terrorism & 
Conflict)

Website: visit | Twitter: @RUSI_org

Description: “The Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) is [a] defence and security think tank. Its mission 
is to inform, influence and enhance public debate on a safer and more stable world. RUSI is a research-led 
institute, producing independent, practical and innovative analysis to address today’s complex challenges.”

2.94. Shanghai Institutes for International Studies (SIIS)

Location: Shanghai, China

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Chen Dongxiao

Website: visit | Twitter: n/a

Description: “Founded in 1960, the Shanghai Institutes for International Studies (SIIS) is a government-
affiliated [...] think tank dedicated to informing government decision-making by conducting policy-oriented 
studies in world politics, economics, foreign policy, and international security. SIIS maintains intensive 
and extensive exchanges and cooperation with research institutions at home and abroad, bolstering China’s 
international influence and soft power.”

2.95. The Soufan Center (TSC)/The Soufan Group (TSG) 

Location: New York (NY), United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Ali Soufan

Website: visit | Twitter: @thesoufancenter

Description: “The Soufan Center is a non-partisan strategy center dedicated to increasing awareness of 
global security issues in the United States and around the world. The Center fills a niche-role by producing 
independent, quality research and hosting proactive conversations in order to effectively equip thought leaders, 
policy makers, governments, bi- and multilateral institutions, media, and those in the non-profit and academic 
communities to engage in strategic security-related practices and dialogue about complex challenges. Our 
work focuses on a broad range of critical security issues including: international and domestic terrorism, 
humanitarian crisis analysis, great power competition, refugee and immigrant issues, and more.”

https://www.rieas.gr/
https://twitter.com/rieasgreece
https://rusi.org/
https://twitter.com/RUSI_org
http://www.siis.org.cn/EnIndex
https://thesoufancenter.org/
https://twitter.com/thesoufancenter
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2.96. South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA)

Location: Johannesburg, South Africa

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Elizabeth Sidiropoulos

Website: visit | Twitter: @SAIIA_info

Description: “SAIIA is a non-governmental research institute focused on South Africa’s and Africa’s 
international relations. We provide analysis, promote dialogue and contribute to African policy making in a 
dynamic global context. Our vision is to be the pre-eminent think-tank on Africa and on global issues as they 
affect Africa.”

2.97. Southern Poverty Law Center (SPL Center)

Location: Montgomery (AL), United States; Atlanta (GA), United States; Miami (FL), United States; New 
Orleans (LA), United States; Jackson (MS)

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Margaret Huang

Website: visit | Twitter: @splcenter

Description: “The SPLC is a catalyst for racial justice in the [US] South and beyond, working in partnership 
with communities to dismantle white supremacy, strengthen intersectional movements, and advance the 
human rights of all people.”

2.98. Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP; Science and Politics Foundation)

Location: Berlin, Germany

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Volker Perthes

Website: visit | Twitter: @SWPBerlin

Description: “The Science and Politics Foundation (SWP) advises political decision-makers on questions of 
foreign and security policy and international politics. Their offers are primarily aimed at the Bundestag and 
the Federal Government as well as international organizations that are important for Germany, such as the EU, 
NATO and the United Nations.”

2.99. Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI)

Location: Stockholm, Sweden

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Dan Smith

Website: visit | Twitter: @sipriorg

Description: “SIPRI is an independent international institute dedicated to research into conflict, armaments, 
arms control and disarmament. Established in 1966, SIPRI provides data, analysis and recommendations, 
based on open sources, to policymakers, researchers, media and the interested public.”

https://saiia.org.za/
https://twitter.com/SAIIA_info
https://www.splcenter.org/
https://twitter.com/splcenter
https://www.swp-berlin.org/ueber-uns/
https://twitter.com/SWPBerlin
https://www.sipri.org/
https://twitter.com/sipriorg
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2.100. T.M.C. Asser Institute

Location: The Hague, the Netherlands

Affiliated organizations: International Center for Counter-Terrorism – The Hague

Current Directors: Gert Grift, Janne Nijman

Website: visit | Twitter: @TMCAsser

Description: “The institute is a center of expertise in the fields of public international law, private international 
law, and European law. It fulfils [a] role in undertaking fundamental and independent policy-oriented research 
and providing a platform for international cooperation and partnering in fields of law at the cutting edge of 
academia and practice.”

2.101. Turkish Asian Center for Strategic Studies (TASAM)

Location: Istanbul, Tukey; Ankara, Turkey

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Engin Selcuk

Website: visit | Twitter: @TASAMorg

Description: “On the foreign policy field, TASAM acts under 11 different titles. These fields are … Africa, 
Asia, Europe, Latin America and Caribbean and North America. The regional ones are Balkans, Middle East, 
Mediterranean and Black Sea - Caucasus which are - in every parameter- the security zone of these four 
continents in terms of Turkey. Also Turkic World and Islamic World are called as identical fields.”

2.102. UK in a Changing Europe (UKICE)

Location: London, United Kingdom

Affiliated organizations: King’s College London - Policy Institute; ESRC

Current Director: Thomas Mansfield

Website: visit | Twitter: @UKandEU

Description: “The UK in a Changing Europe promotes rigorous, high-quality and independent research 
into the complex and ever-changing relationship between the UK and the European Union (EU). It provides 
an authoritative, non-partisan and impartial reference point for those looking for information, insights and 
analysis about UK - EU relations that stands aside from the politics surrounding the debate. The Initiative’s 
work is tailored to be easily accessible to policy makers, businesses, journalists, civil society organizations, 
educational institutions and the general public who are interested in the UK’s relationship with the EU.”

2.103. United States Institute of Peace (USIP)

Location: Washington, D.C., United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Joe Lataille (Acting President), Leanne Erdberg Steadman (Director Countering Violent 
Extremism)

Website: visit | Twitter: @USIP

Description: “The United States Institute of Peace is a national, nonpartisan, independent institute, founded 

https://www.asser.nl/
https://twitter.com/TMCAsser
https://tasam.org/
https://twitter.com/TASAMorg
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/
https://twitter.com/ukandeu
https://www.usip.org/
https://twitter.com/USIP
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by Congress and dedicated to the proposition that a world without violent conflict is possible, practical, 
and essential for U.S. and global security. In conflict zones abroad, the Institute works with local partners to 
prevent, mitigate, and resolve violent conflict. To reduce future crises and the need for costly interventions, 
USIP works with governments and civil societies to build local capacities to manage conflict peacefully. The 
Institute pursues its mission by linking research, policy, training, analysis, and direct action to support those 
who are working to build a more peaceful, inclusive world.”

2.104. Vivekananda International Foundation (VIF)

Location: New Delhi, India

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: S Gurumurthy

Website: visit | Twitter: @vifindia

Description: “The Vivekananda International Foundation (VIF) is a New Delhi-based think tank set up with 
the collaborative efforts of India’s leading security experts, diplomats, industrialists and philanthropists under 
the aegis of the Vivekananda Kendra. The VIF’s objective is to become a center of excellence to kick start 
innovative ideas and thoughts that can lead to a stronger, secure and prosperous India playing its destined role 
in global affairs.”

2.105. Vlaams Vredesinstituut (Flemish Peace Institute)

Location: Brussels, Belgium

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Nils Duquet

Website: visit | Twitter: @Vredesinstituut

Description: “In 2004, the Flemish Peace Institute was established as a para-parliamentary organization within 
the Flemish Parliament. On the initiative of the members of the Sub-commission on Arms Trade, the decree 
establishing the Flemish Institute for Peace and Prevention of Violence was adopted with a large majority of 
votes by the plenary session of Parliament on 5 May 2004. The decree determines the four tasks of the Institute. 
For its operation, the Peace Institute receives a working allowance from the Flemish Parliament.”

2.106. Washington Institute’s Jeanette and Eli Reinhard Program on Counterterrorism 
and Intelligence

Location: Washington, D.C., United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Robert Satloff

Website: visit | Twitter: @washinstitute

Description: “The mission of The Washington Institute is to advance a balanced and realistic understanding of 
American interests in the Middle East and to promote the policies that secure them.”

2.107. West Africa Network for Peacebuilding (WANEP)

Location: Tamale, Ghana

https://www.vifindia.org/AboutUs1
https://twitter.com/vifindia
https://vlaamsvredesinstituut.eu/
https://twitter.com/Vredesinstituut
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/
https://twitter.com/washinstitute
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Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Chukwuemeka B. Eze

Website: visit | Twitter: @WANEP_Ghana

Description: “The West Africa Network for Peacebuilding (WANEP) is a leading Regional Peacebuilding 
organization founded in 1998 in response to civil wars that plagued West Africa in the 1990s. Over the years, 
WANEP has succeeded in establishing strong national networks in every Member State of ECOWAS with 
over 500 member organizations across West Africa. WANEP places special focus on collaborative approaches 
to conflict prevention, and peacebuilding, working with diverse actors from civil society, governments, 
intergovernmental bodies, women groups and other partners in a bid to establish a platform for dialogue, 
experience sharing and learning, thereby complementing efforts at ensuring sustainable peace and development 
in West Africa and beyond.”

2.108. The Wilson Center

Location: Washington, D.C., United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Jane Harman

Website: visit | Twitter: @thewilsoncenter

Description: “The Wilson Center, chartered by Congress in 1968 as the official memorial to President Woodrow 
Wilson, is the nation’s key non-partisan policy forum for tackling global issues through independent research 
and open dialogue to inform actionable ideas for the policy community.”

3. Governmental and Inter-Governmental Organizations

3.1. Algemene Inlichtingen- en Veiligheidsdienst (AIVD; General Intelligence and Security 
Service)

Location: Zoetermeer, the Netherlands

Affiliated organizations: Ministry of the Interior and Kingdom Relations

Current Director: Erik Akerboom

Website: visit | Twitter: @AIVD

Description: “The AIVD has six core tasks: (1) investigating individuals and organizations, (2) conducting 
security screenings, (3) promoting the security of vital sectors, (4) gathering international intelligence, (5) 
drawing up risk and threat analyses, and (6) (upon request) reporting on data processed by the service on 
designated persons or bodies. The AIVD also has several areas of particular interest, including: terrorism, 
radicalism and Islamic fundamentalism; left-wing, right-wing extremism; covert interference by foreign 
powers; proliferation of weapons of mass destruction; foreign intelligence (country studies); promoting 
security through, for example: the national Safety and Security System; security screenings; the evaluation of 
information security products.”

https://www.wanep.org/wanep/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=7&Itemid=11
https://twitter.com/WANEP_Ghana
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/
https://twitter.com/thewilsoncenter
https://english.aivd.nl/
https://twitter.com/AIVD
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3.2. Bundesamt für Verfassungsschutz (BfV;The Federal Office for the Protection of the 
Constitution) 

Location: Köln, Germany

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Thomas Haldenwang

Website: visit | Twitter: @BfV_Bund

Description: “The Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution collects information together with the 
state authorities for the protection of the constitution.”

3.3. Bundeskriminalamt (BKA; Federal Criminal Police Office)

Location: Wiesbaden, Germany

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Holger Münch (President)

Website: visit | Twitter: @bka 

Description: “The Bundeskriminalamt dates back to March 1951. At that point in time, the ‘Law on the 
Establishment of a Federal Criminal Police Office’ came into force. A short time afterwards the ‘Criminal 
Police Office for the British Zone’ in Hamburg became the Bundeskriminalamt (Federal Criminal Police 
Office), abbreviated BKA. Legislators thus acted on the authority granted by the German Constitution to set up 
central agencies at Federal level for police information and communications as well as for criminal police work. 
Wiesbaden was designated as the headquarters for the new criminal police agency that same year.”

3.4. Bureau of Counterterrorism and Countering Violent Extremism

Location: Washington, D.C., United States 

Affiliated organizations: US State Department 

Current Director: Nathan A. Sales

Website: visit | Twitter: @StateDeptCT

Description: “The Bureau of Counterterrorism’s mission is to promote U.S. national security by taking a 
leading role in developing coordinated strategies and approaches to defeat terrorism abroad and securing the 
counterterrorism cooperation of international partners”.

3.5. The Canadian Network for Research on Terrorism, Security and Society (TSAS)

Location: Ontario, Canada

Affiliated organization: Balsillie School of International Affairs

Current Director: Lorne Dawson

Website: visit | Twitter: @TSASNetwork

Description: “The Canadian Network for Research on Terrorism, Security and Society (TSAS) was founded in 
2012. It supports research, and the dissemination of research, related to the threat of terrorism, security responses 
to terrorism, and the impact of both terrorism and securitization on Canadian society. The organization has 
three primary objectives: (1) to foster communication and collaboration between academic researchers in 

https://www.verfassungsschutz.de/en/fields-of-work
https://twitter.com/BfV_Bund
https://www.bka.de/DE/Home/home_node.html
https://twitter.com/bka
https://www.state.gov/bureaus-offices/under-secretary-for-civilian-security-democracy-and-human-rights/bureau-of-counterterrorism/
https://twitter.com/StateDeptCT
https://www.tsas.ca/about/
https://twitter.com/TSASNetwork
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multiple disciplines on these topics; (2) to facilitate the interaction and collaboration of researchers and policy 
officials; and (3) to help cultivate a new and larger generation of scholars interested in these fields of study. TSAS 
is focused on developments in Canada, but with our multiple partners in other countries, we also encourage 
international collaborations. We are seeking to help create a uniquely Canadian response to terrorism and its 
social consequences.”

3.6. Canadian Security and Intelligence Service (CSIS)

Location: Ottawa, Ontario

Affiliated organizations: n/a 

Current Director: David Vigneault

Website: visit | Twitter: @scrscanada

Description: “The Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS) is at the forefront of Canada’s national security 
system. CSIS’ role is to investigate activities suspected of constituting threats to the security of Canada and to 
report on these to the Government of Canada. Vision: a safe, secure and prosperous Canada through trusted 
intelligence and advice.”

3.7. Center of Excellence Defence Against Terrorism (COE-DAT)

Location: Ankara, Turkey

Affiliated organizations: NATO

Current Director: Col. Barbaros Dagli

Website: visit | Twitter: n.a.

Description: “COE -DAT’s mission is to provide key decision-makers with a comprehensive understanding 
to terrorism and CT challenges, in order to transform NATO and Nations of interest to meet future security 
challenges. This transformation is embedded into NATO’s three declared core task[s] of collective defence, 
crisis management, and cooperative security.”

3.8. Center for Strategic Studies and Simulation

Location: New Delhi, India

Affiliated organization: United Services Institute of India (military academy)

Current Director: Rajiv Narayanan

Website: visit | Twitter: @USI_1870

Description: “The Armed Forces leadership of today demands a quality of professionalism that can only come 
with education and informed opinion on various aspects of national security, international relations, defence 
strategy, management of the economy of the country, social issues, internal security problems, and appropriate 
interaction with other sections of society in the country at various levels. The Charter builds on the initial 
founding aim of ‘furtherance of interest and knowledge in the art, science and literature of the defence services’.”

3.9. Center for Terror Analysis (CTA)

Location: Søborg, Denmark

Affiliated organizations: PET (Danish security and intelligence agency)

https://www.canada.ca/fr/service-renseignement-securite.html
https://twitter.com/scrscanada
https://www.tmmm.tsk.tr/dir_bio.html
https://usiofindia.org/
https://twitter.com/USI_1870
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Current Director: Finch Borch Andersen (Head of PET)

Website: visit | Twitter: n/a 

Description: “The Center for Terror Analysis (CTA) was established in PET on 1 January 2007. CTA was set up 
as part of the implementation of the Government’s Action Plan for the Fight against Terrorism. CTA analyses 
the threat of terrorism against Denmark and Danish interests abroad. The analyses aim to provide Danish 
authorities with a better basis for preventing and neutralising terrorist acts. The CTA comprises staff from the 
Danish authorities that play a key role in the fight against terrorism. These employees are analysts from the 
Danish Defence Intelligence Service (DDIS), the Danish Security and Intelligence Service (PET), the Danish 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Danish Emergency Management Agency (DEMA).”

3.10. CEPOL

Location: Budapest, Hungary

Affiliated organizations: European Commission

Current Director: José Leitão

Website: visit | Twitter: @EU_CEPOL

Description: “CEPOL is an agency of the European Union dedicated to develop, implement and coordinate 
training for law enforcement officials. CEPOL brings together a network of training institutes for law 
enforcement officials in EU Member States and supports them in providing frontline training on security 
priorities, law enforcement cooperation and information exchange. CEPOL also works with EU bodies, 
international organizations, and third countries to ensure that the most serious security threats are tackled 
with a collective response.”

3.11. CIVIPOL

Location: Paris, France

Affiliated organizations: French Ministry of Interior

Current Director: Yann Jounot

Website: visit | Twitter: n/a

Description: “CIVIPOL is the technical cooperation operator of the French Ministry of the Interior. Combining 
the efficiency of a private company with the power of its public service mission, and financed almost exclusively 
by international sponsors, CIVIPOL builds cooperative security projects with states on a fair return basis in 
internal security.”

3.12. Council of Europe Committee on Counter-Terrorism (CDCT)

Location: Strasbourg, France

Affiliated organizations: Council of Europe (CoE)

Current Director: Marija Pejčinović Burić (President of CofE)

Website: visit | Twitter: @CoE_HRightsRLaw

Description: “The Council of Europe Committee on Counter-Terrorism (CDCT) (formerly called the 
Committee of Experts on Terrorism (CODEXTER) is the key coordinating body for the Council of Europe 
activities to combat terrorism. Building on the pioneering work of the CODEXTER, the CDCT’s primary 

https://www.pet.dk/English/Center%20for%20Terror%20Analysis.aspx
https://www.cepol.europa.eu/
https://twitter.com/eu_cepol
http://www.civipol.fr/en/
https://twitter.com/CoE_HRightsRLaw
http://www.coe.int/en/web/counter-terrorism/cdct
https://www.coe.int/web/counter-terrorism/codexter
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objectives are to oversee and ensure the successful implementation of relevant Council of Europe legal 
instruments while also providing a means for international experts to analyse and respond to developments in 
the counter-terrorism area, including through international standard-setting.”

3.13. Eurojust

Location: The Hague, Netherlands

Affiliated organizations: European Union

Current Director: Ladislav Hamran (President)

Website: visit | Twitter: @Eurojust

Description: “To reinforce the fight against serious organised crime, the European Council, in its Conclusion 
46, agreed that a unit (Eurojust) should be set up, composed of national prosecutors, magistrates, or police 
officers of equivalent competence, detached from each Member State according to its own legal system. [...] 
Eurojust assists prosecutors and other investigators from EU Member States in cases of serious crime where 
that crime affects two or more Member States, or requires prosecution on common bases, on the basis of 
operations conducted and information supplied by the Member States’ authorities, by Europol, by the EPPO 
and by OLAF.”

3.14. Europol

Location: The Hague, the Netherlands

Affiliated organization: European Union, Police Organization of EU Member States

Current Director: Catherine de Bolle

Website: visit | Twitter: @Europol

Description: “Headquartered in The Hague, the Netherlands, we support the 27 EU Member States in their 
fight against terrorism, cybercrime and other serious and organised forms of crime. We also work with many 
non-EU partner states and international organizations. [...] Europol’s counter-terrorism efforts are coordinated 
by the European Counter Terrorism Center (ECTC) which officially started operations on 1 January 2016. The 
ECTC seeks to enhanced cross-border cooperation between relevant counter-terrorist authorities.”

3.15. Federal Intelligence Service (FIS)

Location: Bern, Switzerland

Affiliated organization: Federal Department of Defence, Civil Protection, and Sport

Current Director: Viola Amherd

Website: visit | Twitter: @vbs_ddps

Description: “The Federal Intelligence Service (FIS) is a Swiss security policy instrument with a mission that is 
clearly defined in legal terms. Its core tasks are prevention and situation assessment for the political leaders. The 
FIS is concerned with early perception and prevention of terrorism, violent extremism, espionage, proliferation 
of weapons of mass destruction and their delivery system technology as well as cyberattacks against critical 
infrastructure. Furthermore, the FIS obtains information relevant to security policy from abroad and evaluates 
it.”

http://www.eurojust.europa.eu/Pages/home.aspx
https://twitter.com/Eurojust
https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism
https://twitter.com/Europol
https://www.vbs.admin.ch/en/ddps/organisation/administrative-units/intelligence-service.html
https://twitter.com/vbs_ddps
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3.16. Global Counterterrorism Forum (GCTF)

Location: Unspecified

Affiliated organization: Asser Institute, GCERF, Hedayah, International Institute for Justice (IIJ) 

Current Director: Miriam van Nie (Head of Administrative Unit, The Hague)

Website: | Twitter: n/a 

Description: “The Global Counterterrorism Forum is an international forum of 29 countries and the European 
Union with an overarching mission of reducing the vulnerability of people worldwide to terrorism by preventing, 
combating, and prosecuting terrorist acts and countering incitement and recruitment to terrorism. The forum 
brings together experts and practitioners from countries and regions around the world to share experiences 
and expertise, and develop tools and strategies on how to counter the evolving terrorist threat.”

3.17. Interpol

Location: Lyon, France

Affiliated organization: n/a 

Current Director: Kim Jong Yang (Republic of Korea)

Website: visit | Twitter: @Interpol_HQ

Description: “Our full name is the International Criminal Police Organization and we are an inter-governmental 
organization. We have 194 member countries, and we help police in all of them to work together to make the 
world a safer place. To do this, we enable them to share and access data on crimes and criminals, and we offer 
a range of technical and operational support.”

3.18. Nationaal Coördinator Terrorismebestrijding & Veiligheid (NCTV; National Coordinator 
for Security and Coordination)

Location: The Hague, the Netherlands

Affiliated organization: Netherlands’ Ministry of Justice and Security

Current Director: Pieter-Jaap Aalbersberg

Website: visit | Twitter: @NCTV_NL

Description: “The National Coordinator for Security and Counterterrorism protects the Netherlands from 
threats that could disrupt Dutch society. Together with the partners within the government, the research 
community and the private sector, the NCTV ensures that the Netherlands’ critical infrastructure is safe and 
remains that way. Since the establishment of the NCTV, central government has had a single organization 
that deals with counterterrorism, cyber security, national security and crisis management. Together with our 
partners in the security sector, the NCTV is committed to making the Netherlands a safe and stable place. The 
focus is on preventing and minimising social disruption.”

3.19. NATO Defense College Foundation (NDCF)

Location: Rome, Italy

Affiliated organization: n/a

Current Director: Alessandro Politi

https://www.interpol.int/
https://twitter.com/INTERPOL_HQ
https://english.nctv.nl/
https://twitter.com/NCTV_NL


142ISSN  2334-3745 February 2021

PERSPECTIVES ON TERRORISM Volume 15, Issue 1

Website: visit | Twitter: @NATOFoundation

Description: “The NATO Defense College grew from a common intuition of President Alessandro Minuto-
Rizzo and the NATO Defense College top decision makers who understood the value of a non-profit NGO that 
could work beyond usual and institutional outreach, training, communication and scientific research activities. 
The NDCF strives to consider relevant issues not in a descriptive or prescriptive way, but by catching the sense 
of events and the essential vectors of future developments. In a word: charting ahead. The mission is to promote 
the culture of stability and well-being in the North Atlantic area and in NATO partner nations. The aim is to 
meet the highest standards in contributing to public debate and future deliberations on strategic, security and 
geopolitical issues.” NDCF fosters dialogue through education, research and outreach to the challenges that 
they are confronting. 

3.20. Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE)

Location: Vienna, Austria

Affiliated organization: n/a

Current Director: Helga Schmid (Administrative head)

Website: visit | Twitter: @OSCE

Description: “The OSCE works for stability, peace and democracy for more than a billion people, through 
political dialogue about shared values and through practical work that contributes to sustainable progress. 
The OSCE’s comprehensive concept of security covers the politico-military; the economic and environment; 
and the human dimensions.(…)The OSCE promotes a co-operative and co-ordinated approach to countering 
terrorism at all levels, including co-ordination among national authorities, co-operation among states, co-
operation with relevant international and regional organizations and, where appropriate, establishment of 
public-private partnerships between state authorities, the private sector (business community, industry), civil 
society and the media”.

3.21. Southeast Asia Regional Center for Counter-Terrorism (SEARCCT)

Location: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

Affiliated organization: Ministry of Foreign Affairs Malaysia

Current Director: Chuah Teong Ban

Website: visit | Twitter: @searcct2003

Description: “SEARCCT has the vision of working towards a robust community in countering terrorism and 
violent extremism. The Center aims to achieve its vision based on the following Mission Statement: Enhance 
regional competence in countering terrorism through quality and comprehensive capacity-building programs; 
Conduct and publish in significant areas of terrorism and counter-terrorism; Implement effective soft approach 
initiatives in countering extremism via strategic communications; Promote public awareness and disseminate 
information on the threats of terrorism and measures taken to counter them; and Establish and strengthen 
strategic partnerships at the local and international level.”

3.22. United Nations Counter-Terrorism Committee (UNCTC)

Location: New York (NY), United States

Affiliated organization: United Nations Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate (CTED)

http://www.natofoundation.org/
https://twitter.com/NatoFoundation
https://www.osce.org/
https://twitter.com/osce
https://www.searcct.gov.my/
https://twitter.com/searcct2003
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Current Director: Michèle Coninsx

Website: visit | Twitter: @UN_CTED

Description: “The Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC) was established by Security Council resolution 1373 
(2001), which was adopted unanimously on 28 September 2001 in the wake of the 11 September terrorist 
attacks in the United States. The Committee, comprising all 15 Security Council members, was tasked with 
monitoring implementation of resolution 1373 (2001), which requested countries to implement a number 
of measures intended to enhance their legal and institutional ability to counter terrorist activities at home, in 
their regions and around the world, including taking steps to: (1) Criminalize the financing of terrorism, (2) 
Freeze without delay any funds related to persons involved in acts of terrorism; (3) Deny all forms of financial 
support for terrorist groups, (4) Suppress the provision of safe haven, sustenance or support for terrorists, (5) 
Share information with other governments on any groups practicing or planning terrorist acts, (6) Cooperate 
with other governments in the investigation, detection, arrest, extradition and prosecution of those involved in 
such acts; and (7) Criminalize active and passive assistance for terrorism in domestic law and bring violators 
to justice.”

3.23. United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT)

Location: New York, New York (USA)

Affiliated Organizations: United Nations

Current Director: Under-Secretary General Vladimir I. Voronkov

Website: visit | Twitter: @UN_OCT

Description: “The Office of Counter-Terrorism has five main functions: (1) Provide leadership on the General 
Assembly counter-terrorism mandates entrusted to the Secretary general from across the United Nations 
system, (2) Enhance coordination and coherence across the Global Counter-Terrorism Coordination Compact 
entities to ensure the balanced implementation of the four pillars of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, 
(3) Strengthen the delivery of the United Nations counter-terrorism capacity-building assistance to Member 
States, (4) Improve visibility, advocacy and resource mobilization for the United Nations counter-terrorism 
efforts; and (5) Ensure that due priority is given to counterterrorism across the United Nations system and that 
the important work on preventing violent extremism is firmly rooted in the Strategy.” 

3.24. Terrorism Prevention Branch, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (TPB/UNODC)

Location: Vienna, Austria

Affiliated organization: United Nations

Current Director: Masood Karimipour

Website: visit | Twitter: @UNODC

Description: “The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime has been helping make the world safer from 
drugs, organized crime, corruption and terrorism. We are committed to achieving health, security and justice for 
all by tackling these threats and promoting peace and sustainable well-being as deterrents to them.” UNODC’s 
Terrorism Prevention Branch was established in 1999, “TPB has been the key United Nations entity providing 
legal counter-terrorism technical assistance to Member States. As mandated by the United Nations General 
Assembly, TPB works to assist Member States, upon request, with the ratification, legislative incorporation and 
implementation of the universal legal framework against terrorism”.

https://www.searcct.gov.my/
https://twitter.com/UN_CTED
https://www.un.org/counterterrorism/about
https://twitter.com/UN_OCT?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Eprofile%3AUN_OCT&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.un.org%2Fcounterterrorism%2F
https://www.unodc.org/
https://twitter.com/UNODC
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4. Research Networks

4.1. Global Research Network

Location: Canterbury, United Kingdom

Affiliated organization: n/a

Current Director: Yoriko Otomo

Website: visit | Twitter: @GlobalResearchN

Description: “The Global Research Network (GRN) formed in early 2019, and launched in October, 
responding to a need for genuine support for emerging scholars around the world. Recognising that academia 
has transitioned into a new era vastly different to that of the last century, we have created a space that is 
generous, collegial, and truly diverse.”

4.2. Global Internet Forum to Counter Terrorism 

Location: Unspecified

Affiliated organizations: Tech Against Terrorism, International Center for the Study of Radicalization (ICSR), 
Global Network on Extremism and Technology (GNET), Royal United Services Institute (RUSI), Brookings 
Institution, International Center for Counter-Terrorism (ICCT), Swansea University, Observer Research 
Foundation, International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT), Institute for Policy Analysis of Conflict, 
Policy Center for the New South

Current Director: Nicholas Rasmussen

Website: visit | Twitter: @GIFCT_official

Description: “The Global Internet Forum to Counter Terrorism (GIFCT) was formally established in July 2017 
as a group of companies, dedicated to disrupting terrorist abuse of members’ digital platforms. The original 
Forum was led by a rotating chair drawn from the founding four companies—Facebook, Microsoft, Twitter 
and YouTube—and managed a program of knowledge-sharing, technical collaboration and shared research.”

4.3. Intelligence and National Security Alliance

Location: Arlington (VA), United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Suzanne Wilson Heckenberg

Website: visit | Twitter: @INSAlliance

Description: “INSA provides a nonpartisan forum for collaboration between the public, private, and academic 
sectors of the intelligence and national security communities that bring together committed experts in and out 
of government to identify, develop, and promote practical and creative solutions to national security problems.”

4.4. International Counter-Terrorism Youth Network (ICTYN)

Location: Unspecified

Affiliated organizations: NextGen 5.0

Current Director: Nicolo Scremin

https://grn.global/
https://twitter.com/GlobalResearchN
https://www.gifct.org/
https://twitter.com/GIFCT_official
https://www.insaonline.org/
https://twitter.com/insalliance
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Website: visit | Twitter: @ICTYN

Description: “The International Counter-Terrorism Youth Network [is] a global network specifically tailored 
to meet the needs of both employers and young researchers by providing the former with the opportunity to 
be connected to fresh talented candidates who match their job specifications, and the latter with the chance to 
connect with their peers, collaborate, and discover career opportunities.”

4.5. Radar Solutions

Location: Melbourne, Australia

Affiliated organization: n/a

Current Director: Shandon Harris-Hogan

Website: visit | Twitter: n/a

Description: “A consultancy specialising in understanding how people join violent extremist groups, and 
why individuals commit acts of political violence. They work with government officials and frontline service 
providers to counter the effects of violent extremism, and to assist individuals in disengaging from violent 
extremist networks. Their work covers three main areas: (1) research, (2) training, and (3) evaluation.” 

4.6. Radicalization Awareness Network (RAN)

Location: Brussels, Belgium

Affiliated organization: European Union, European Commission 

Current Director: Monique Pariat

Website: visit | Twitter: @RANEurope

Description: “The Radicalization Awareness Network is a network of frontline practitioners who work daily 
with both those vulnerable to radicalization and those who have already been radicalised. As civil society 
representatives, social workers, youth workers, teachers, healthcare professionals, local authority representatives, 
police officers and prison officers, they are engaged in both preventing and countering violent extremism in 
all its forms and rehabilitation and reintegrating violent extremists.” Sponsored by the European Commission, 
the RAN network includes more than 3,000 practitioners, professionals and researchers from EU countries.

4.7. RESOLVE Network

Location: Washington, D.C., United States

Affiliated organizations: United States Institute of Peace (USIP)

Current Director: Alastair Reed

Website: visit | Twitter: @resolvenet

Description: “The RESOLVE Network is a global consortium of researchers, research organizations, 
policymakers and practitioners committed to empirically-driven, locally-defined research on the drivers of 
violent extremism and sources of community resilience. International stakeholders established RESOLVE 
to generate, facilitate, aggregate, and synthesize methodologically sound, locally informed research on the 
dynamics of violent extremism. RESOLVE is a resource hub for researchers, practitioners, and policymakers 
in need of nuanced, multidisciplinary, empirical approaches to analyze the drivers of violent extremism and 
sources of community resilience. RESOLVE’s work provides key insights on violent extremism by establishing 
connections and asking critical questions to enhance and inform P/CVE research, policy, and practice.”

https://www.nextgen50.org/ictyn
https://twitter.com/ictyn
http://radarsolutions.com.au/index.html
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/about-ran_en
https://twitter.com/RANEurope
https://www.resolvenet.org/
https://twitter.com/resolvenet
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4.8. Society for Terrorism Research

Location: Newton (MA), United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Rachel Monaghan

Website: visit | Twitter: @SocTerRes

Description: “The Society for Terrorism Research is an international, multi-disciplinary organization of 
theoretical and empirical researchers whose mission is to enhance knowledge and understanding of terrorism 
and political violence”. It organises annual conferences.

4.9. Terrorism Research Initiative

Location: Vienna, Austria

Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Directors: Alex P. Schmid, Edwin Bakker, and Robert Wesley (President)

Website: visit | Twitter: n/a

Description:.“Founded in 2007, TRI’s mission is to enhance security through collaborative research. It does 
so by facilitating cooperative efforts among scholars and institutes from a broad range of disciplines and 
backgrounds. The Initiative brings together individual and institutional research efforts, enabling knowledge 
accumulation in order to suggest policy-relevant courses of action on security issues related to terrorism. TRI 
is best known for its online journal Perspectives on Terrorism.”

4.10. Vox Pol

Location: Dublin, Ireland

Affiliated organizations: European Union 

Current Director: Maura Conway

Website: visit | Twitter: @Vox_pol

Description: “The VOX-Pol Network of Excellence (NoE) is a European Union Framework Program 7 (FP7)-
funded academic research network focused on researching the prevalence, contours, functions, and impacts of 
Violent Online Political Extremism and responses to it.”

5. Commercial Entities

5.1. Control Risks

Location: London, UK (Head office) For a list of foreign offices, see https://www.controlrisks.com/contact-us/
office-search?q=&sort=1

Affiliated organizations: n/a 

Current Director: Irene Dorner (chair of the Board of Directors)

Website: visit | Twitter: @Control_Risks

https://www.societyforterrorismresearch.org/
https://twitter.com/SocTerRes
https://www.terrorism-research.org/
https://www.voxpol.eu/
https://twitter.com/VOX_Pol
https://www.controlrisks.com/contact-us/office-search?q=&sort=1
https://www.controlrisks.com/contact-us/office-search?q=&sort=1
https://www.controlrisks.com/
https://twitter.com/Control_Risks
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Description: “A specialist risk consultancy that includes forensic and anti-kidnapping expertise.”

5.2. IntelCenter Database

Location: Washington, D.C., United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a 

Current Director: Ben Venzke (CEO)

Website: visit | Twitter: @IntelCenter1

Description: “Private company providing counterterrorism intelligence support products and services.”

5.3. Jane’s Terrorism and Insurgency Center

Location: London, UK

Affiliated organizations: n/a 

Current Director: James Green

Website: visit | Twitter: @JanesINTEL

Description: “Janes delivers validated open-source defence intelligence that is aligned with workflows across 
the defence industry, national security and government. Focused across four core capability areas, threat 
intelligence, equipment intelligence, defence industry intelligence and country intelligence the processes, 
sources and expert judgement that make up Janes tradecraft enables them to offer the highest levels of assurance.”

5.4. SITE Intelligence Group

Location: Bethesda (MD), United States

Affiliated organizations: n/a 

Current Director: Rita Katz

Website: visit | Twitter: @siteintelgroup

Description: “Counterterrorism threat intelligence group specializing in tracking and analyzing global 
extremism.”

5.5. Terrorism Research & Analysis Consortium

Location: Washington, D.C., United States 

Affiliated organizations: Beacham Group

Current Director: Veryan Khan 

Website: visit | Twitter: @TRACterrorism

Description: “For a list of topics that TRAC is collecting information on, see https://www.trackingterrorism.
org/about.”

5.6. Valens Global

Location: Washington, D.C., United States

https://www.intelcenter.com/
https://twitter.com/IntelCenter1
https://www.janes.com/home
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?source=followbutton&variant=1.0&screen_name=JanesIntel
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fent.siteintelgroup.com%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=follow_link&screen_name=siteintelgroup&tw_p=followbutton
https://www.trackingterrorism.org/
https://twitter.com/TRACterrorism
https://www.trackingterrorism.org/about
https://www.trackingterrorism.org/about
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Affiliated organizations: n/a

Current Director: Daveed Gartenstein-Ross

Website: visit | Twitter: @Valens_Global

Description: “Valens was founded on the belief that the private sector was vital to advancing the national 
security interests of America and its allies, and to saving lives by protecting the public from terrorist attacks 
and other threats of sub-state violence. Also central to Valens Global’s founding mission was the belief that the 
national-security field needed to improve.”

6. Other

6.1. Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) 

Location: Washington, D.C., United States

Affiliated organization: n/a

Current Director: Clionadh Raleigh

Website: visit | Twitter: @ACLEDINFO

Description: “The Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) is a disaggregated data collection, 
analysis, and crisis mapping project. ACLED collects the dates, actors, locations, fatalities, and types of all 
reported political violence and protest events across Africa, East Asia, South Asia, Southeast Asia, the Middle 
East, Central Asia and the Caucasus, Latin America and the Caribbean, and Southeastern and Eastern Europe 
and the Balkans. The ACLED team conducts analysis to describe, explore, and test conflict scenarios, and 
makes both data and analysis open for free use by the public.”

6.2. Bellingcat

Location: Leicester, United Kingdom

Affiliated organization: n/a 

Current Director: Eliot Higgins

Website: visit | Twitter: @Bellingcat

Description: “International collective of researchers & open source investigators to advance justice and 
transparency.”

6.3. European Forum for Urban Security (EFUS)

Location: Paris, France

Affiliated organization: n/a 

Current Director: Elizabeth Johnston

Website: visit | Twitter: @Efusnews

Description: “It is the only European network of local and regional authorities dedicated to urban security. 
It aims to: (1) Promote a balanced vision of urban security, combining prevention, sanctions and social 
cohesion, (2) Support local and regional authorities in the conception, implementation and evaluation of their 

https://valensglobal.com/
https://twitter.com/Valens_Global
https://acleddate.com/
https://twitter.com/ACLEDINFO
https://www.bellingcat.com/
https://twitter.com/bellingcat
https://efus.eu/en/
https://twitter.com/Efusnews
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local security policy, and (3) Help local elected officials get recognition for their role in the development and 
implementation of national and European policies.”

6.4. Global Community Engagement and Resilience Fund (GCERF) 

Location: Geneva, Switzerland

Affiliated organization: n/a 

Current Director: Khalid Koser

Website: visit | Twitter: @theGCERF

Description: “The Global Community Engagement and Resilience Fund (GCERF) is the global fund dedicated 
to preventing violent extremism. We connect local communities to global resources, supporting grassroots 
initiatives that are typically out of reach for international donors and helping them thrive.”

6.5. Human Rights Watch (HRW)

Location: New York (NY), United States

Affiliated organization: n/a 

Current Director: Stacy Sullivan

Website: visit | Twitter: @hrw

Description: “Human Rights Watch investigates and reports on abuses happening in all corners of the world. 
We are roughly 450 people of 70-plus nationalities who are country experts, lawyers, journalists, and others 
who work to protect the most at risk, from vulnerable minorities and civilians in wartime, to refugees and 
children in need. We direct our advocacy towards governments, armed groups and businesses, pushing them 
to change or enforce their laws, policies and practices. To ensure our independence, we refuse government 
funding and carefully review all donations to ensure that they are consistent with our policies, mission, and 
values. We partner with organizations large and small across the globe to protect embattled activists and to help 
hold abusers to account and bring justice to victims.”

6.6. Jihadology

Location: Washington, D.C., United States

Affiliated organization: n/a

Current Director: Aaron Zelin

Website: visit | Twitter: @Jihadology_Net

Description: “A clearinghouse for jihadi primary source material, original analysis, and translation service.”

6.7. Radicalization Research

Location: Lancaster, United Kingdom

Affiliated organization: Center for Research and Evidence on Security Threats (CREST)

Current Director: Linda Woodhead

Website: visit | Twitter: @radicalization

https://www.gcerf.org/
https://twitter.com/theGCERF
https://www.hrw.org/topic/terrorism-counterterrorism
https://twitter.com/hrw
https://jihadology.net/
https://twitter.com/Jihadology_Net
https://www.radicalisationresearch.org/
https://twitter.com/radicalisation
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Description: “Our aim is to provide policymakers, journalists, and anyone whose work utilises concepts such 
as radicalization, fundamentalism or extremism, with easy access to high-quality academic research on these 
controversial issues. By taking a non-partisan approach and providing access to the best, including the latest, 
research we hope to challenge ungrounded assumptions that may obscure a clear understanding of violent 
extremism, especially where that is associated with ‘Islamicism’.”

6.8. Tech Against Terrorism

Location: London, United Kingdom

Affiliated organization: UN CTED and UN SC CTC

Current Director: Adam Hadley

Website: visit | Twitter: @techvsterrorism

Description: “Tech Against Terrorism is an initiative launched and supported by the United Nations Counter 
Terrorism Executive Directorate (UN CTED) working with the global tech industry to tackle terrorist use of the 
internet whilst respecting human rights. Our plan of action revolves around three pillars: outreach, knowledge-
sharing, and practical support. As part of our outreach, we promote constructive working relationships between 
the tech and government sectors, and organise global workshops and e-learning sessions to conduct in-person 
training with tech companies.”

6.9. Victim Support Europe

Location: Brussels, Belgium

Affiliated organization: Justice Program of the European Union

Current Director: Levent Altan 

Website: visit | Twitter: @VictimSupportEU

Description: “VSE works regularly with European and International Institutions to influence EU and 
international laws and policies on victims’ rights. We have formal consultative status with the UN’s ECOSOC 
Committee and work closely with the European Commission, the European Parliament and various EU 
Agencies such as the Fundamental Rights Agency. We inform organizations about future policy needs, gaps in 
rights and implementation etc. through consultation replies, bilateral meetings, attendance of expert groups 
and conferences. VSE is regularly invited to speak at conferences and seminars to share our expertise on victims’ 
rights and victim support.”

Acknowledgement
Special thanks to Alex Schmid, James Forest, and John Morrison for their contributions and suggestions to this 
inventory.
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https://www.techagainstterrorism.org/
https://twitter.com/techvsterrorism
https://victimsupport.eu/
https://twitter.com/VictimSupportEU
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Counterterrorism Bookshelf: Eight Books on Terrorism & 
Counter- Terrorism-Related Subjects 
Reviewed by Joshua Sinai 

So many books are published on terrorism- and counterterrorism-related subjects that it is difficult to catch up on a 
large backlog of monographs and edited volumes received for review. In order to deal with this backlog, this column 
consists of capsule reviews, including Tables of Contents of eight recently published books. The main focus of five of 
the eight books reviewed below is on military literature that is also relevant for counter-terrorist operations.

General

John Withington, Assassins’ Deeds: A History of Assassination from Ancient Egypt to the Present Day 
(London, England, UK: Reaktion Books, 2020), 368 pp., US $ 25.00 [Hardcover], ISBN: 978-1-7891-4351-5.

This is a fascinating and important account of significant politically-motivated assassinations throughout 
history, whether by regimes or against political leaders. In the modern era, the author observes, motivations 
for assassinations include religious and political fanaticism, political revolution and national liberation. Some 
of the significant assassinations by terrorist groups include those by the Sicarii, the Jewish zealots who resisted 
the Roman rule over Judea around 54 CE, the Provisional IRA, who assassinated several British leaders, such as 
Earl Mountbatten in August 1979, and the Stern Gang, the Jewish terrorist group in Palestine, who assassinated 
Swedish Count Folke Bernadotte, who had served as a United Nations mediator, in September 1948. Significant 
assassinations by governments of terrorist leaders include the assassination by a U.S. Seal team of Usama bin 
Laden in his hideout in Abbottabad, Pakistan, on May 2, 2011, as well as numerous targeted assassinations 
of Palestinian terrorist leaders by Israeli Special Forces. Regarding the question of whether assassinations 
work, the author concludes that terrorists have switched “from hard, well-protected targets, such as prominent 
politicians, to soft targets” which are easier to attack (p. 281). This is an interesting explanation for the decline 
in assassinations of well-protected political leaders by terrorists, although the author should have added 
that targeted killings by governments of top terrorist leaders have not abated over the years. The last chapter 
presents an interesting and under-researched account of unsuccessful assassination attempts of leaders such as 
Adolph Hitler, Benito Mussolini, Lenin, Napoleon, as well as several British and American leaders, all of whom 
survived such attempts on their lives. The author is a British-based television journalist and writer on historical 
subjects. 

Table of Contents: Prologue; The Ancient World; The Roman Empire and the Dark Ages; The Age of Chivalry; The Wars of 
Religion; The Age of Revolution; The Modern Age: World Wars and Terrorism; The Ones That Got Away. 

Global Jihad

Michael Freeman, with Katherine Ellena &Amina Kator-Mubarez, The Global Spread of Islamism and the 
Consequences of Terrorism (Lincoln, NE: Potomac Books/University of Nebraska Press, 2021), 264 pp., US $ 
50.00 [Hardcover], ISBN: 978-1-6401-2370-0.

This is a well analyzed account of the spread of Islamist religious ideology around the world since the late 
1970s, with the authors utilizing David Rapoport’s religious fourth historical wave of modern terrorism to 
provide a historical timeframe for their discussion. Drawing on their thesis that understanding the “supply side 
of ideologies is particularly useful in answering the ‘why now’ question of the recent rise of Islamic extremist 
violence” (p. 6), four countries are selected to examine how it applies: Indonesia, Pakistan, Great Britain, and the 
United States. For countermeasures, the authors developed a useful y and x axis graph, with the vertical y axis 
indicating the degree of ease and difficulty in countering violent extremism along five areas (violent outputs, 



152ISSN  2334-3745 February 2021

PERSPECTIVES ON TERRORISM Volume 15, Issue 1

non-violent outputs, organizations, funds/sponsors/ and incentives), and the horizontal x axis indicating the 
degree of effectiveness of such measures. The authors conclude that targeting the supply-side’s incentives to 
counter the spread of Islamist extremist is the most difficult – but also the most effective countermeasure. 
Michael Freeman is a professor in the Department of Defense Analysis at the Naval Postgraduate School in 
Monterey, CA. Katherine Ellena is the senior global legal advisor for the International Foundation for Electoral 
Systems, and Amina Kator-Mubarez is a faculty associate at the Naval Postgraduate School for the Global 
ECCO Project.

Table of Contents: List of Figures; The Supply of an Ideology; Exporting Islamism; Islamism in Indonesia; Islamism in Pakistan; 
Islamism in Britain; Islamism in the United States; Countering an Ideology.

Douglas Weeks, Al Muhajiroun, A Case Study in Contemporary Islamic Activism (Cham, Switzerland: 
Springer, 2020), 393 pp., US $ 99.99 [Hardcover], ISBN: 978-3-0303-5839-6.

This is a highly interesting and important study about the origins, evolution and current state of the British-
based al Muhajiroun/Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jamaah (ALM/ASWJ) militant movement. Especially noteworthy is 
the author’s several years-long ethnographic field research in which he extensively interacted with the group and 
its leaders, which began during the field research work conducted for his doctoral dissertation at the University 
of St. Andrews. In his ethnographic study, the author focuses on the movement’s “day-to-day leadership and 
how the group functioned as an organization (or not), including the internal challenges that the movement 
faced, interaction with government, and the threat they actually pose” (p. 308).The author’s discussion begins 
with his definition of radicalization, which he characterizes, especially as it applies to al Muhajiroun, as a 
process involving three fundamental needs: “the response to perceived injustice, the need for social ties, and 
the need for meaning/identity” (p. 13). What makes al Muhaijiroun a threat to Britain, the author explains, is 
that as a “radical religiously based social movement” its radical message, while non-violent, makes its adherents 
“vulnerable to violent messaging from sources outside the group” (p. 288). This has led to many of its members 
(but few of its leaders, according to the author) to leave Britain for Syria, where they joined jihadi groups such 
as the Islamic State. The author concludes with eight policy recommendations for the British government to 
effectively mitigate the threats posed by this militant movement, including understanding that it is a “social 
and political agency”, that “social protest is a safety valve”, that “the government’s pursuit of security through 
repression” needs to be moderated, and that a repatriation scheme needs to be established to manage the return 
of British citizens who had joined the jihadi fighters in Syria (pp. 313-314). The author, a former official in 
emergency services and counter-terrorism in Southern California, is a Lecturer at California State University, 
Long Beach.

Table of Contents: Researching the Activists: Understanding Methods, Data, and Approaches; The Vanguards of Radicalism in 
the UK; Al Muhajiroun: The Early Days (1996-2004); The Ideology of Al Muhajiroun; The Post Al Muhajiroun Years (2005-
2014): Proscription and other Means of Deterrence; The Impacts of the Islamic State and Strategies of Control; Comparing 
Ideologies: Al Muhajiroun, Al Qaeda, and Islamic State; Understanding and Managing the Threat; Conclusion: Summing up 
the Activists; Appendix 1: ALM/ASWJ and Related Interviews; Appendix 2: Protests, Dawah Stalls, and Halaqah Sessions; 
Appendix 3: Radical Preachers; Appendix 4: Arabic Terms Glossary. 

Counterterrorism within Military Warfare

Peter Darman, SAS: From World War II to the Gulf War [Republished Edition] (London: Amber Books, 2019), 
192 pp., US $ 29.95 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-1-7827-4751-2.

This is a fascinating and detailed reference volume on the Special Air Service (SAS) Regiment, the elite British 
special forces military units. As explained in the entry on the SAS, which was formed in 1941, it has several 
wartime roles of a strategic nature. These include operating in small, self-contained groups behind enemy 
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lines, conducting sabotage and intelligence-gathering operations, prosecuting counter-insurgency warfare, 
and conducting counter-terrorist operations, including in hostage-rescue. The volume’s more than 600 
alphabetically arranged entries list the Regiment’s battles and campaigns, weapons, equipment, techniques, as 
well as the biographies of leading commanders. The author is a veteran British writer on military history.

Table of Contents: Alphabetic A – Z entries.

Kelly Devries, Iain Dickie, Martin J. Dougherty, Phyllis G. Jestice, Christer Jorgensen, and Michel F. Pavkovic, 
Battles of the Crusades, 1097-1444: From Dorylaeum to Varna [Republished Edition] (London: Amber 
Books, 2019), 224 pp., US $ 29.95 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-1-2827-4704-8.

It is important for analysts on terrorism to understand the history of the Crusades because although Muslim 
forces ultimately expelled the European Christian armies who invaded the eastern Mediterranean in the 12th 
and 13th centuries, thereby thwarting them from regaining control of sacred Holy Land sites such as Jerusalem, 
to this day the Crusades form a central component in Jihadi literature on the dangers posed by foreign military 
invaders to Muslim lands. For this and other reasons, this authoritative and beautifully illustrated reference 
volume on the Crusaders’ main battles is indispensable for understanding the nature of the confrontation. 
Each entry consists of an introduction, a description and an analysis of the battle and its aftermath. These are 
accompanied by color maps of the battles and contending forces. The volume’s authors are prominent academic 
experts on military history. 

Table of Contents: Introduction; Dorylaeum, 1097; Antioch, 1098; Jerusalem, 1099; Ascalon, 1099; Harran, 1104; Sarmada, 
1119; Lisbon, 1147; Montgisard, 1177; Hattin, 1187; Acre, 1191; Constantinople, 1203; Adrianople, 1205; Beziers, 1209; Las 
Navas, 1212; Lake Peipus, 1242; La Forble, 1244; Mansura, 1250; Nicopolis, 1396; Gunwald, 1410; Varna, 1444.

Chris McNab, World’s Worst Military Disasters: Battlefield Calamities from the Ancient World to the Present 
Day [Republished Edition] (London: Amber Books, 2020), 320 pp., US $ 14.95 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-1-
2827-4981-3.

Terrorism is sometimes also a component of military warfare, involving a failure to anticipate unexpected 
surprise attack by an asymmetric actor against a more powerful adversary. In a second component, it involves 
badly executed counter-terrorism campaigns, which result in failure to defeat a terrorist (or guerrilla) adversary. 
Understanding the nature of military surprise and failure in battle is important for effective counter-terrorism 
campaign planners so that they can take preemptive measures to reduce the element of military surprise and 
ensure that their response operations are effectively executed. These and other issues involved in military 
disasters are authoritatively discussed in this illustrated pocket reference handbook’s capsule entries. Following 
the author’s insightful introduction, some 70 battlefield disasters are covered from ancient times to the fall of 
Mosul in Iraq in 2014. Some of these military disasters involved terrorist actors, such as in Operation Irene, 
on October 3, 1993, with the downing of the two Blackhawk helicopters carrying U.S. Special Forces who were 
on a mission to capture key militia leaders associated with warlord Mohamed Farrah Aidid in Mogadishu, 
Somalia. Each entry, which is accompanied by an illustration, provides an explanation of the events leading up 
to the military disaster, including the reasons for the failure. The entries also include side boxes with key facts 
about the events. The author is a veteran British writer on military history. 

Table of Contents: Introduction; Ancient Battles 2000 BC – 300 BC; Roman Victories, Roman Defeats 300 BC – AD 450; The 
Dark Ages 450 – 1100; Medieval Melees 1100 – 1500; Early Modern Disasters 1500 – 1763; Imperial Disasters 1760 – 1900; 
Modern Catastrophes 1900 – Present Day. 

Chris McNab and Martin J. Dougherty, Combat Techniques: The Skills, Weaponry, and Tactics of the Modern 
Combat Soldier [Republished Edition] (London: Amber Books, 2020), 192 pp., US $ 29.95 [Paperback], ISBN: 
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978-1-8388-6015-8.
This is a practitioner-oriented comprehensive analysis on many aspects of warfare, ranging from infantry 
tactics against conventional forces to counter-insurgency tactics against guerrilla and terrorist forces in 
asymmetric warfare. Of special interest are the volume’s detailed discussions of how Special Forces units 
operate clandestinely in all environments to carry out their missions against their guerrilla and terrorist 
adversaries. To defeat insurgents, the author outlines six factors that need to be achieved in combination: 
removal of popular support, removal of necessary outside support, creating the perception that the 
insurrection cannot succeed, death or capture of insurgent leaders and personnel, lack of feasible targets or 
means to carry out operations, and an offer of an acceptable settlement involving little or no ‘loss of face’ 
(p. 171). This indispensable account of combat techniques for military and academic analysts is illustrated 
by numerous photographs, diagrams of military tactics, and side boxes with information supplementing 
the overall text. The authors are United Kingdom-based veteran writers on military and defense topics.   
 
Table of Contents: Introduction; Infantry Firepower; Infantry Tactics; Heavy Support; Tactical Terrain; Special Forces; Counter-
Insurgency Warfare.

Malcolm Swanston and Alexander Swanston, History of Air Warfare: From World War I to the Present Day 
[Republished Edition] (London: Amber Books, 2019), 224 pp., US $ 29.95 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-1-7827-
4709-3.

As explained by the authors of this fascinating, detailed and authoritative volume, “Air power remains at the 
forefront of modern warfare. In Afghanistan, attack aircraft and bombers are still called upon by ground forces 
for support, as in World War II. Ground offensives are supplemented and informed by improved reconnaissance, 
much as they were during World War I. This time the machines are likely to be unmanned, and are armed with 
ever-improving, sophisticated weaponry” (p. 9). To explain how fighter aircraft have evolved from World War 
I to become a dominant instrument in military warfare, the volume’s chapters cover technological innovations 
and significant battles in which the continuously improved fighter aircrafts have been employed. Fighter 
aircraft, helicopters, such as the AH-64 Apaches (which the authors term “flying tanks”), and unmanned 
aerial vehicles (UAVs) are employed extensively in countering terrorist and guerrilla forces, with the volume’s 
last chapter devoted to how drones and manned aircrafts are deployed in Afghanistan. The volume is richly 
illustrated with some 150 photographs of various types of aircraft and 120 colorful computer-generated battle 
maps and graphics that visualize aerial combat maneuvers, squadron locations, bombing targets and other 
military tactics. The father-and-son authors are veteran writers and mappers on military warfare history.  
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Bibliography: Terrorism by Region – Southeast Asia

Compiled and selected by Judith Tinnes

[Bibliographic Series of Perspectives on Terrorism – BSPT-JT-2021-1]

Abstract

This bibliography contains journal articles, book chapters, books, edited volumes, theses, grey literature, bibli-
ographies and other resources on terrorism affecting Southeast Asia. It covers both terrorist activity within the 
region’s territory (regardless of the perpetrators’ nationality) and terrorist acts by nationals from this region 
abroad. The bibliography focuses on recent publications (up to January 2021) and should not be considered as 
exhaustive. The literature has been retrieved by manually browsing more than 200 core and periphery sources in 
the field of Terrorism Studies. In addition, full-text and reference retrieval systems have been employed to broad-
en the search.

Keywords: bibliography, resources, literature, terrorism, Southeast Asia, Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Myanmar, Thailand, Abu Sayyaf, Jemaah Islamiyah, Al-Qaeda, Islamic State

NB: All websites were last visited on 20.01.2021. - See also Note for the Reader at the end of this literature list.
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Bibliography: Civilian Casualties of Terrorism and Counter-
Terrorism
Compiled and selected by David Teiner

Abstract

This bibliography contains bibliographies, books, including edited volumes, book chapters, articles theses, and grey 
literature on civilian casualties of terrorism and counter-terrorism. It presents quantitative, qualitative as well as 
mixed-method approaches to provide a wide range of perspectives. This bibliography should not be regarded as 
exhaustive, considering the multidisciplinary nature of the field. For instance, publications on the use of drones 
(UAVs) are not fully reflected here as the literature in this particular area has grown considerably in recent years. 
Inclusion here would otherwise distort the thematic balance of this bibliography. Full coverage of the debate on the 
use of UAVs in conflicts will have to wait for a future stand-alone bibliography.

Keywords: civilians, casualties, indiscriminate violence, civilian immunity, targeted killings, genocide
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https://www.foreignaffairs.com/lists/2020-12-04/best-books-2020?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter_posts&utm_campaign=tw_daily_soc
https://warontherocks.com/2020/12/2020-wotr-holiday-reading-list/
https://warontherocks.com/2020/12/2020-wotr-holiday-reading-list/
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Conference Monitor/Calendar of Events
Compiled by Olivia Kearney

 
The Terrorism Research Initiative (TRI), in its mission to provide a platform for academics and practitioners 
in the field of terrorism and counter-terrorism, compiles an online calendar, listing recent and upcoming 
academic and professional conferences, symposia and similar events that are directly or indirectly relevant to 
the readers of Perspectives on Terrorism. The calendar includes academic and (inter-) governmental conferences, 
professional expert meetings, civil society events and educational programs organised between February and 
April 2021 (with a few shortly thereafter). The listed events are organised by a wide variety of governmental 
and non-governmental institutions, including several key (counter) terrorism research centres and institutes 
identified in this issue.

We encourage readers to contact the journal’s Associate Editor for Conference Monitoring, Olivia Kearney, and 
provide her with relevant information, preferably in the same format as the items listed below. Olivia Kearney 
can be reached at <oliviaj.kearney@gmail.com> or via Twitter: @oliviajkearney.

February 2021 

Book Launch: Terrorist Mind – From Social-Psychological Profiling to Assessing the Risk 
International Centre for the Study of Radicalisation (ICSR), London 
1 February, online  
Website: visit | Twitter: @ICSR_Centre

How Did 9/11 Affect Terrorism Research? A Look at Disciplines and Gender  
National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START), College Park, Maryland 
3 February, online  
Website: visit | Twitter: @START_umd

Empowering the Youth on the Path to Conflict Prevention 
Center for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), Washington, DC 
8 February, online 
Website: visit | Twitter: @CSIS

ISIS & Al Qaeda: What’s the State of Global Terrorism? 
The Soufan Center, New York 
9 February, online 
Website: visit | Twitter: @thesoufancenter

Storming the Capitol: Implications for Intelligence, Security, and American Society 
Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, Cambridge, MA 
10 February, online 
Website: visit | Twitter: @BelferCenter

Understanding Q-Anon
International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism (ICSVE), Washington, DC
10 February, online
Website: visit | Twitter: @icsve

mailto:oliviaj.kearney@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/OliviaJKearney
https://icsr.info/2021/01/21/icsr-event-sagit-yehoshua-book-launch-february-1st/
https://twitter.com/ICSR_Centre
https://www.start.umd.edu/events/how-did-911-affect-terrorism-research-look-disciplines-and-gender
https://twitter.com/START_umd
https://www.csis.org/events/online-event-empowering-youth-path-conflict-prevention
https://twitter.com/CSIS
https://thesoufancenter.org/isis-al-qaeda-whats-the-state-of-global-terrorism/
https://twitter.com/thesoufancenter
https://www.belfercenter.org/event/storming-capitol-implications-intelligence-security-and-american-society
https://twitter.com/BelferCenter
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/understanding-q-anon-tickets-139785525269
https://twitter.com/icsve
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Approaching Counter-Terrorism in Sub-Saharan Africa in Covid 19 Era – The Case of ISIS in Central & 
West Africa
GTTAC, Bethseda, MD
11 February, online
Website: visit | Twitter: @DSGNow

Normalisation to the Right: Analysing the Micro-politics of the Far Right
Center for Research on Extremism (C-REX), Oslo
11 February, online
Website: visit | Twitter: @CrexUiO

The Caravan: Abdallah Azzam and the Rise of Global Jihad
Sam Nunn School at Georgia Tech, Atlanta, GA
11 February, online
Website: visit | Twitter: @NunnSchoolGT

Open-Source Intelligence Summit
SANS CyberDefense, Worldwide
11-12 February, online
Website: visit | Twitter: @SANSDefense

Edlis Neeson Great Decisions: Persian Gulf Security Issues 
Aspen Institute, Washington DC
16 February, online 
Website: visit | Twitter: @aspeninstitute 

The Growth of the Far Right in the United States and its Implications for Australia
Australian Institute of International Affairs (AIIA)
16 February, NSW, Australia
Website: visit | Twitter: @ausoutlook

Virtual Information Session: Global Terrorism Studies Minor Program
National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START), College Park, MD 
16 February, online
Website: visit | Twitter: @START_umd

Radicalisation Hubs in the EU
Radicalisation Awareness Network (RAN), Brussels
17 February, online
Website: visit | Twitter: @RANEurope

Nonstate Armed Actors and the US Global Fragility Strategy: Challenges and Opportunities
Brookings Institute, Washington, DC
18 February, online
Website: visit | Twitter: @BrookingsInst

Paper Launch – The Contested Relationship Between Youth and Violent Extremism 
Royal United Services Institute (RUSI), London
18 February, online
Website: visit | Twitter: @Rusi_Terrorism

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_krJ2qp2LTIujuYvOVC1qbw
https://twitter.com/DSGNow
https://www.sv.uio.no/c-rex/english/news-and-events/events/2021/february11normalization-to-the-right-analyzing-the.html
https://twitter.com/CrexUiO
https://inta.gatech.edu/events/item/643809/caravan-abdallah-azzam-rise-global-jihad
https://twitter.com/NunnSchoolGT
https://www.sans.org/event/osint-summit-2021/summit-agenda
https://twitter.com/SANSDefense
https://www.aspeninstitute.org/events/edlis-neeson-great-decisions-climate-change-and-the-global-order-2-3-2-2-2/
https://twitter.com/AspenInstitute
https://aiiansw.tidyhq.com/public/schedule/events/33154-the-growth-of-the-far-right-in-the-united-states-and-its-implications-for-australia
https://twitter.com/ausoutlook?lang=en
https://www.start.umd.edu/events/virtual-information-session-global-terrorism-studies-minor-program-021621
https://twitter.com/START_umd
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/home/newsletter-specific-archive-issue.cfm?newsletter_service_id=1495&lang=en
https://twitter.com/RANEurope
https://www.brookings.edu/events/nonstate-armed-actors-and-the-us-global-fragility-strategy-challenges-and-opportunities/
https://twitter.com/BrookingsInst
https://rusi.org/event/paper-launch-contested-relationship-between-youth-and-violent-extremism
https://twitter.com/Rusi_Terrorism
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Security Challenges in Africa: 2021 and Beyond – Countering Violent Extremism by Refocusing on 
Communities
United States Institute of Peace (USIP), Washington, DC
24 February, online
Website: visit | Twitter: @USIP

ICCT Live Briefing: How Terror Evolves
International Centre for Counter-Terrorism (ICCT), The Hague
25 February, online
Website: visit | Twitter: @ICCT_TheHague 

March 2021

The UK Experience of Learning Lessons from Countering Terrorism 2014 to 2020
International Center for Political Violence and Terrorism Research (ICPVTR), Singapore
4 March, online
Website: visit | Twitter: @rsis_ntu

A Tale of Two Caliphates
National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START), College Park, MD 
8 March, online 
Website: visit | Twitter: @START_umd

Islamic State: A View from Within with Nicolas Hénin
Co-hosted by ICSR and RESOLVE Network
9 March, online 
Website: visit | Twitter: @ICSR_Centre

Is Ebola the “The ISIS of Disease”?: When Counter-Terrorism Meets Humanitarian Medicine 
Center for International Security and Cooperation, Stanford, CA 
10 March, online 
Website: visit | Twitter: @FSIStanford 

An Observational Study of the Norwegian Far Right: Some Reflections
Center for Research on Extremism (C-REX), Oslo
11 March, online
Website: visit | Twitter: @CrexUiO

Tracking Emerging Threats and Risk Networks in Eurasia
National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START), College Park, MD
24 March, online 
Website: visit | Twitter: @START_umd

April 2021 & Beyond

International Online Conference on Terrorism and Political Violence
Eastern Mediterranean Academic Research Center (DAKAM), Beyoğlu
23 April, online 
Website: visit | Twitter: @dakamtr

https://www.usip.org/events/security-challenges-africa-2021-and-beyond
https://twitter.com/USIP
https://icct.nl/event/icct-live-briefing-how-terror-evolves/
https://twitter.com/ICCT_TheHague
https://twitter.com/rsis_ntu
https://www.start.umd.edu/events/tale-two-caliphates-3
https://twitter.com/START_umd
https://icsr.info/2021/02/09/icsr-resolve-network-event-islamic-state-a-view-from-within-with-nicolas-henin-march-9th/
https://twitter.com/ICSR_Centre
https://cisac.fsi.stanford.edu/events/ebola-%E2%80%9C-isis-disease%E2%80%9D-when-counter-terrorism-meets-humanitarian-medicine
https://twitter.com/FSIStanford
https://www.sv.uio.no/c-rex/english/news-and-events/events/2021/march-11-an-observational-study-of-the-norwegian-f.html
https://twitter.com/CrexUiO
https://www.start.umd.edu/events/tracking-emerging-threats-and-risk-networks-eurasia
https://twitter.com/START_umd
https://www.dakamconferences.org/terrorism
https://twitter.com/DAKAMTR
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Online Seminar: Cyber Terrorism 
The Institute of World Politics, Washington, DC 
28 April, online 
Website: visit | Twitter: @theIWP

2021 Stockholm Forum on Peace and Development 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), Stockholm 
4-6 May, online 
Website: visit | Twitter: @sipriorg

26th German Prevention Congress/ 14th Annual International Forum
German Prevention Congress
10-11 May 2021, Cologne, Germany
Website: visit | Twitter: @praeventionstag

Online Seminar: Counterintelligence and Cyber Technology 
The Institute of World Politics, Washington, DC 
9 June, online 
Website: visit | Twitter: @theIWP

The 20th Jan Tinbergen European Peace Science Conference
European Peace Scientists
29 June – 1 July 2021, London, United Kingdom
Website: visit | Twitter: @NEPS01

Acknowledgement: Special thanks go to Alex Schmid and Berto Jongman for their suggestions and contributions 
to this conference calendar.

About the Compiler:  Olivia Kearney is an Associate Editor of Perspectives on Terrorism as well as a member of 
the Editorial Board for the ICTR Journal. She is the Community Building Officer for Project CRAAFT led by RUSI 
Europe. Before that, she worked as an Project Assistant for the International Centre for Counter-Terrorism – The 
Hague (ICCT) after having obtained a Master’s degree  in Crime and Criminal Justice at Leiden University.

https://www.iwp.edu/events/online-seminar-cyber-terrorism/
https://twitter.com/theIWP
https://www.sipri.org/events/2021/2021-stockholm-forum-peace-and-development?utm_source=phpList&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Save+the+date%3A+2021+Stockholm+Forum+on+Peace+and+Development&utm_content=HTML
https://twitter.com/sipriorg
https://www.praeventionstag.de/nano.cms/international
https://twitter.com/praeventionstag
https://www.iwp.edu/events/online-seminar-counterintelligence-and-cyber-technology-2/
https://twitter.com/theIWP
https://www.europeanpeacescientists.org/jan-tinbergen-european-peace-science-conference/
https://twitter.com/NEPS01
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Words of Appreciation from Alex Schmid and James Forest 
Perspectives on Terrorism is entirely the product of volunteers – academics, professionals and practitioners – 
who for fourteen consecutive years have been giving their time and providing their expertise to keep this free 
and independent scholarly online journal alive and increasing in circulation to nearly 9,400 subscriptions 
today. While the main burden of producing six issues per year rests on the shoulders of the Editorial Team and 
those of the Editorial Board members who do most of the reviewing, there are many others who assist us in 
producing timely Articles and Research Notes six times a year. The 18 members of the Editorial Team and the 
29 Editorial Board members alone would not be able to handle and review the growing number of submissions 
that reach us now on an almost daily basis. We could not function without the selfless help of our esteemed 
external reviewers who read and critique the articles submitted to us. Once a year we wish to thank these 
anonymous reviewers publicly by listing here their names. 

For reviewing article submitted to Perspectives on Terrorism in 2020, we sincerely thank the individuals listed 
here: 
Eitan Alimi, Dina Al Raffie, Victor Asal,Tricia Bacon, Jason Bakas, Bahar Baser, Mia Bloom, Eke Bont, Anneli 
Botha, Neil Bowie, Clairissa Breen, Miguel Buesa Blanco, Robert Bunker, Alex Carter, Mahmut Cengiz, Maura 
Conway, Ryan Cummings, Jessica M. Davis, Gianluca De Fazio, Catriona Dowd, Nils Duits, Neil Ferguson, 
Marcos Alan Ferreira, Joseph Franco, Sajjan Gohel, Zakir Gul, Claire Hamilton, Tore Hamming, William 
Hansen, Gareth Harris, John Hart, Dorle Hellmuth, Rolando Ochoa Hernandez, Sam Jackson, Ali Jones, Nathan 
P. Jones, Marc Juergensmeyer, Aleksandre Kvakhadze, Ariel Koch, Daniel Koehler, Benjamin Lee, Genevieve 
Lennon, Jorge M. Lasmar, Rüdiger Lohlker, Russell Lundberg, James Lutz, Devorah Margolin, Francesco 
Marone, Sarah Marsden, Alex Meleagrou-Hitchens, Erin Miller, Vera Mironova, Cerwyn Moore, Mark E. 
Murtha, Brigitte Nacos, Petter Nesser, Jesse Norris, Jessica Northey, Oscar Palma, Christophe Paulussen, Anita 
Peresin, Arie Perlinger, Daniela Pisoiu, Muhammad Rahim, Elizabeth Ralph-Morrow, Jacob Ravndal, Ken 
Reidy, Fernando Reinares, Anthony Richards,Peter Romaniuk, Raquel da Silva, Hussein Salomon, Thomas 
Samuels, Daniela Scerri, Andrew Silke, Anne Stenersen, J.P. Sullivan, Matthew Valasik, Carlos Vazquez, Fabian 
Virchow, Stanislav Vysotsky, Daan Weggemans, Tony Wege, Gabriel Weimann, James Welch, Julie Wilhelmsen, 
James Wirtz, Joel Young, Mark Youngman, and Pedro Zuquete. 

THANK YOU, Peer Reviewers for Perspectives on Terrorism (2020)!

We also wish to thank our not so anonymous regular members of the Editorial Board: 

Max Abrahms, Shazad Ali, Joost Augusteijn, Jeff Bale, Michael Boyle, Jarret Brachman, Richard J. Chasdi, 
Colin P. Clarke, James ‘Chip’ O. Ellis, Leah Farrall, Paul Gill, Jennifer Giroux, M.J. Gohel, Beatrice de Graaf, 
Thomas Hegghammer, Aaron Hoffman, Jeffrey Kaplan, Bradley McAllister, John Morrison, Assaf Moghadam, 
Sam Mullins, Brian Nussbaum, Brian J. Phillips, David C. Rapoport, Thomas Riegler, Peter Romaniuk, Simon 
Shen, Neil Shortland, Anne Speckhard, and Ahmet S. Yayla. 

These members of the Editorial Board were approached most often and asked again and again to give us their 
professional assessment on the quality of submissions reaching our Open Access journal. 

And of course, our team of Associate Editors also served as peer reviewers many times throughout the year: 

Tore Bjørgo, Christine Boelema Robertus, Gregory Miller, John Morrison, Bart Schuurman, Rashmi Singh, 
and Aaron Y. Zelin. 

Thanks also go to our other Associate Editors, Assistant Editors and Editorial Assistants: Reinier Bergema, 
Berto Jongman, Olivia Kearney, Brody McDonald, Joshua Sinai, David Teiner, Judith Tinnes, and Jodi Moore. 

They were also crucial in making our Resources Section what it is – an indispensable resource in the field of 
(Counter-)Terrorism Studies. 
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Altogether, many authors submitting manuscripts have benefitted from the reviews, constructive criticism, 
editing, formatting and proof-reading provided by everyone listed above. 

Again, THANK YOU to all! 

Alex Schmid & James Forest (Editor-in-Chief & Co-Editor) 
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TRI Award for Best Ph.D. Thesis Submitted in 2019 or 2020
Deadline for Submissions – 31 March 2021 - Approaching Fast

The Terrorism Research Initiative (TRI) seeks to enhance the quality of research in the field of Terrorism 
Studies. For this purpose, TRI established in 2014 an Award for the Best Doctoral Dissertation on Terrorism 
and Counter-Terrorism. Among the incoming submissions of Ph.D. theses, the TRI Award jury identifies three 
finalists and from these the winner. 

With the present announcement, a call is being made for sending to the jury Ph.D. theses submitted or defended 
at an academic institution in the calendar years 2019 or 2020. Doctoral theses in the field of terrorism- and 
counterterrorism studies can be submitted either by the authors or by the academic supervisors. 

Theses should be sent in electronic form as a Word document to the chairman of the jury at < apschmid@
terrorismanalysts.com >, together with a cover letter (1-3 pp.), highlighting the merits of the submitted Ph.D. 
thesis. Submissions must be in English (or translated into English). 

The deadline for entries is 31 March, 2021. The TRI Award jury - consisting of Prof. Edwin Bakker, Prof. 
James Forest, Prof. Clark McCauley and Prof. em. Alex P. Schmid - will evaluate and compare the submissions, 
based on criteria such as originality in terms of introducing new data, theory and/or methodology, novelty and 
uniqueness of findings as well as degree of in-depth research. 

The chairman of the jury will inform the three finalists identified by the jury’s evaluation process before the 
end of July 2021. The winner among them will be announced during the summer of 2021 and can expect an 
Award of US $ 1,000.-, plus a certificate of achievement, signed by the chairman of the jury, acknowledging the 
granting of the TRI Thesis Award. The other two finalists will receive a certificate of achievement. For all three 
finalist theses, TRI will assist the authors in finding a publisher for their thesis. The winner of the latest TRI 
Thesis Award will also be invited to submit an article for publication in Perspectives on Terrorism, summarising 
the winning thesis’ main findings. 

P.S.: Due to an insufficient number of submissions up to 31 March 2020, no thesis award was issued for theses completed in 2019 
and the TRI annual thesis award was changed into a bi-annual award. Those who have submitted their doctoral thesis for the 
skipped past round of submissions are invited to reconfirm their submission for the current round before 31 March 2021 to the 
chairman at <apschmid@terrorismanalysts.com >.

mailto:apschmid@terrorismanalysts.com
mailto:apschmid@terrorismanalysts.com
mailto:apschmid@terrorismanalysts.com
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About Perspectives on Terrorism 
Perspectives on Terrorism (PoT) is a joint publication of the Terrorism Research Initiative (TRI), headquartered 
in Vienna, Austria, and the Institute of Security and Global Affairs (ISGA) of Leiden University, Campus The 
Hague. Now in its 15th year, PoT is published six times annually as a free, independent, scholarly peer-reviewed 
online journal available at the URL: https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/perspectives-on-terrorism. 

Perspectives on Terrorism has recently been ranked by Google Scholars again as No. 3 in ‘Terrorism Studies” (as 
well as No. 5 in “Military Studies”). PoT has close to 9,400 subscribers and many more occasional readers. Our 
journal seeks to provide a platform for established scholars as well as academics and professionals entering the 
interdisciplinary fields of (Counter-)Terrorism, Political Violence and Conflict Studies. 

The editors invite researchers and readers to: 

•	 present their perspectives on the prevention of, and response to, terrorism and related forms of violent 
conflict; 

•	 submit to the journal accounts of evidence-based, empirical scientific research and analyses on 
terrorism; 

•	 use the journal as a forum for debate and commentary on issues related to the above. 

Perspectives on Terrorism has sometimes been characterised as ‘non-traditional’ in that it dispenses with some 
of the rigidities associated with commercial print journals. Topical articles can be published at short notice and 
reach, through the Internet, a much larger audience than subscription-fee based paper journals. Our online 
journal also offers contributors a higher degree of flexibility in terms of content, style and length of articles – but 
without compromising professional scholarly standards. The journal’s Research Notes, Special Correspondence, 
Op-Eds and other content are reviewed by members of the Editorial Team, while its Articles are peer-reviewed 
(double-blind) by outside academic experts and professionals. Due to the hundreds of submissions we receive 
every year, only the most promising and original ones can be sent for external peer-review.

While aiming to be policy-relevant, PoT does not support any partisan policies regarding (counter-) terrorism 
and waging conflicts. Impartiality, objectivity and accuracy are guiding principles that we require contributors 
to adhere to. They are responsible for the content of their contributions and retain the copyright of their 
publication. 

The Editorial Team of Perspectives on Terrorism consists of: 

Prof. em. Alex P. Schmid, Editor-in-Chief 

Dr. James J.F. Forest, Co-Editor 

M.Sc. Christine Boelema Robertus, Associate Editor for IT 

Dr. Tore Bjørgo, Associate Editor

Dr. Leah Farrall, Associate Editor

Dr. Jeffrey Kaplan, Associate Editor 

Dr. Gregory Miller, Associate Editor 

Dr. John Morrison, Associate Editor 

Dr. Bart Schuurman, Associate Editor 

Dr. Rashmi Singh, Associate Editor 

Dr. Craig Whiteside, Associate Editor

Dr. Aaron Y. Zelin, Associate Editor 

Dr. Joshua Sinai, Books Reviews Editor 

Dr. Judith Tinnes, Information Resources Editor 

Mr. David Teiner, Assistant Information Resources Editor 

Drs. Berto Jongman, Associate Editor for Web Resources

Ms. Olivia Kearney, Associate Editor for Conference Monitoring 

Mr. Brody McDonald, Assistant Editor for Theses 

Mrs. Jodi Moore, Editorial Assistant 

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/perspectives-on-terrorism

