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Welcome from the Editors
Dear Reader,
We are pleased to announce the release of Volume XII, Issue 2 (April 2018) of Perspectives on Terrorism at
http://www.terrorismanalysts.com. Our free and independent online journal is a publication of the Terrorism
Research Initiative (TRI) and the Institute of Security and Global Affairs (ISGA) of Leiden University’s The
Hague Campus. Now in its twelfth year, Perspectives on Terrorism has close to 8,000 regular subscribers and
many more occasional readers and website visitors worldwide. The Articles of its six annual issues are fully
peer reviewed by external referees while its Research and Policy Notes, Special Correspondence, Resources
and other content are subject to internal editorial quality control.
A brief look at some of the contents of the current issue:
The first contribution in our Articles section addresses the issue of ‘freedom fighters vs. terrorists’ by
examining the record of the Tamil Tigers (LTTE); it is authored by Muttukrishna Sarvananthan, a former
insider. The second article, by Martin Kriner, looks at the way terrorist recruiters exploit feelings of shame
to radicalise people. Another article, by Stefan Malthaner, looks at the microdynamics of radicalisation in
the case of the German ‘Sauerland Group’. The last article, by a team of authors, explores ‘headhunting’ - the
recruitment of talented specialists by terrorist organisations.
This section is followed by a Policy Brief – in the form of an interview which Sam Mullins, one of the members of our Editorial Board, conducted with Max Hill, the British Independent Assessor of Counter-Terrorism Legislation.
This issue features two Research Notes; the first one from Ely Karmon & Michael Barak deals with Turkey’s
support for the Palestinian Hamas, while the second, compiled by Teun van Dongen, introduces an inventory
of more than 130 Centers, Think Tanks and Institutes in the field of (Counter-) Terrorism research.
This is followed by a Correspondence by a group of scholars who take issue with an article on Boko Haram,
published by Jacob Zenn in the December issue of our journal.
In the Book Review section the reader will find - next to twenty short reviews by our Book Reviews Editor two more detailed reviews from the hands of Beatrice de Graaf and Joshua Sinai.
This is followed by the Resources section which features another Bibliography on ISIS and Syria/Iraq from
Judith Tinnes. Berto Jongman shares with our readers the fruits of two months of Web monitoring, listing
new online resources on terrorism.
This issue ends with a report from our TRI Theses Writers Network - an overview of upcoming and completed doctoral dissertations from Canada and Flanders (Belgium), compiled by Ryan Scrivens and Jeanine de
Roy van Zuijdewijn.
In the future, our journal also seeks to bring to your attention upcoming conferences and workshops in the
field of (counter-) terrorism. For this reason, we have placed, in the Announcement section, a job vacancy for
the position of an Assistant Editor for Conference Monitoring.
The current issue of Perspectives on Terrorism has been prepared by the Editor-in-Chief, Prof. em. Alex P.
Schmid, and Associate Editor, Dr. Aaron Zelin, with the support of co-editor, Prof. James J. Forest, who will
be the principal editor for the June 2018 issue of our journal.
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Articles
‘Terrorism’ or ‘Liberation’? Towards a distinction: A Case study
of the Armed Struggle of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE)
by Muttukrishna Sarvananthan
Abstract
This article based on extensive empirical field research and primary sources/data attempts to distinguish terrorism
from liberation / freedom struggle by means of a case study of the armed struggle of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam in Sri Lanka. It is argued here that the LTTE was primarily a terrorist organisation/movement because:
(i) it’s struggle was overwhelmingly based on armed violence; (ii) it demanded support from the masses through
persecution; (iii) it intentionally targeted civilians; (iv) it substantially relied on suicide attacks; (v) it substantially
deployed under-age children; and (vi) it was proactively involved in internecine war.
Keywords: Civil War, Freedom Fighters, Liberation, LTTE, Sri Lanka, Tamil Tigers, Terrorism
Introduction
Mr. Sherman: “What is the difference between terrorism on the one hand and waging a legitimate
guerrilla struggle on the other? What is the difference between Al Qaida and George Washington?
……. George Washington did use violence.”
Mr. Camp: “Last I checked, though, he [GW] did not blow up buildings with civilians. I mean, the
LTTE has been famous for its attacks; its suicide bomb attacks on civilian targets.”
The foregoing exchange took place during a Hearing of the Congressional International Relations SubCommittee on Asia and the Pacific in the wake of the “unrest” [understatement] in Sri Lanka. The Hearing was
held on March 15, 2006 at the United States House of Representatives [aka Congress]. Mr. Donald Camp[1]
represented the State Department and Mr. Brad Sherman[2] represented the case of the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam [LTTE].[3]
What is the difference between Terrorism and Freedom/Liberation Struggles? This is the central research
question of this article. It will be addressed through a case study of the armed struggle of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam [LTTE] of Sri Lanka. These ‘Tamil Tigers’ had been waging a secessionist war against the Sri
Lankan state since May 5, 1976 [the date of the formal establishment of the LTTE][4] until it’s military defeat
in May 2009. The LTTE sought to carve out a separate state for the Tamil ethnic minority community in the
eastern and northern parts of Sri Lanka claimed to be the historical habitats or “traditional homeland” of the
Tamils.[5] This article is an outcome of an empirical study based on primary sources/data and extensive field
research carried out in the conflict-affected regions of Sri Lanka, in India, and within the Tamil Diaspora
community in the UK intermittently spanning over a decade and a half.
In the post-9/11/2001 period there is a tendency to castigate the use of violence for political purposes as terrorism
[especially in civil war situations]. This over-generalisation of the term ‘terrorism’ is simplistic because violence
has been used in many if not most intra-national and inter-national political conflicts throughout human
history. The American and Spanish civil wars, the French, Russian and Chinese revolutions, anti-colonial wars
of independence [including the Indian independence struggle against the British, notwithstanding Mohandas
Gandhi’s adherence to non-violence],6[] communist/socialist revolutions in Eastern Europe and the Third
World, and faith-based revolutions [e.g. the Iranian revolution of 1979] have all used, to varying degrees, acts
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of violence to attain political objectives. Historically, feudalist, mercantilist, and industrial states have almost
all been established through the use of armed force.[7] Therefore, the use of violence [particularly for political
objectives], per se, is an inadequate reason to brand a group ‘terrorist’ or its actions ‘terrorism’.
Having said that, there are indeed differences [and similarities as well] between the aforementioned violent
conflicts and terrorist campaigns. The twenty-first century is marked by what is popularly referred to as ‘new
wars’[8], which perhaps began with the end of the Cold War around 1990. The nature and characteristics of
different civil wars during different time periods were/are different. Understanding such differences is vital
for resolving contemporary internal and international conflicts around the world. Therefore, at the outset we
would like to highlight that the objective of this article is not an exercise in semantics; on the contrary, the
objective is to contribute to a better understanding of the modus operandi of different armed conflicts around
the world and thereby contribute to the resolution of such violent conflicts, one way or the other.[9]
In the same way that all armed conflicts could and should not be regarded as the same, there is no common
approach to resolving violent conflicts either. Thus, there is no blueprint for conflict resolution, so to speak,
either in theory or practice. There are causes of conflicts; some causes could be real, some could be perceived
or even contrived.[10] Besides, every conflict has a goal or set of goals. Certain goal/s are legitimate and
some illegitimate,[11] some attainable and some not. Similarly, the protagonists of violent conflict (both state
and anti-state armed groups) adopt or employ different means for achieving their set goal/s. Some means
of achieving the set goals are legitimate, and some are illegitimate, which applies to both the state and antistate armed groups.[12] There are instances where a particular goal is legitimate, but the adopted means for
achieving the set goal is illegitimate and vice versa.
Terrorism: an Ideology or a Tactic?
There has been a variety of political and/or economic systems practiced during the course of human history
such as Feudalism, Mercantilism, Capitalism, Communism, Socialism, Fascism, etc. Each of these had certain
ideological underpinnings and value systems based on particular historical time periods, nature of political
leaderships, and governance structures.
The term ‘terrorism’ appears resonant with a new ideology [yet another ‘ism’]. However, there seems no apparent
political and/or economic ideology or system underpinning terrorism as opposed to the aforementioned ‘isms’,
except for the fact that it is more often than not anti-state armed violence with political motive/s. To the best of
our understanding, terrorism is a means of achieving variety of goals such as getting rid of foreign occupation,
overthrowing a monarchic or despotic ruler, taking control of territory to set up a separate independent state,
overthrowing a capitalist or socialist/communist regime, overthrowing a democratic government, etc. Hence,
we would argue that terrorism is a means rather than a goal [end in itself]. That is, a tactic rather than an
ideology despite its connotation with the latter.
Terrorism is often touted as a weapon or tactic of choice of the weaker force [anti-state armed group] against
a stronger force [state security forces]. It is usually cheaper [in terms of money, material, and personnel] to
carry-out a terrorist attack as opposed to a conventional military attack. Yet some terrorist attacks have the
potential of inflicting greater collateral damage [both material and human] than conventional military attacks.
The weapons of choice of terrorist attacks are bombs [time bomb, suicide bomb, etc] or mines [claymore mine,
landmine, marine [underwater] mine, etc] rather than guns. Bombs and mines can be hidden more easily
than most guns. These are some of the characteristics that make terrorist warfare asymmetrical, irregular, or
unorthodox vis-à-vis conventional, regular, or orthodox warfare.
Religion is “opium of the masses” claimed Karl Marx. Similarly, it could be claimed that terrorism is opium of
the ‘wretched of the earth’ [aka ‘underdogs’].[13] One person’s terrorist could be another’s rambo, hero, martyr
or freedom/liberation fighter.[14]
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Epistemology of Terrorism
During the sixtieth annual sessions of the United Nations [UN] in 2005, the United States along with many
other countries proposed a resolution on terrorism to be adopted by the General Council of the UN. However,
it did not see the light of the day due to disagreements on the definition of terrorism among member countries.
Thus far, there is no universally accepted legal definition of terrorism in international law.[15] On the other
hand, there is variety of legalistic definitions of terrorism in different countries in their respective statute books.
The epistemology of ‘freedom/liberation fighters’ and ‘terrorists’ can be traced to Lenin’s extensive writings on
the ‘national question’, ‘right to self-determination’ and ‘liberation movements’, Mao Tse-Tung’s treatise ‘On
Guerrilla Warfare’, and Ernesto ‘Che’ Guevara’s distinction between ‘revolutionary’ and ‘terrorist’ tactics in
guerilla warfare.[16]
The following extracts from Guevara’s classic Guerrilla Warfare are pertinent to today’s anti-state armed
groups claiming political motives because it clearly distinguishes between individual terrorism and popular
insurgency/revolution:
“Acts of sabotage are very important. It is necessary to distinguish clearly between sabotage, a
revolutionary and highly effective method of warfare, and terrorism, a measure that is generally
ineffective and indiscriminate in its results, since it often makes victims of innocent people and destroys
a large number of lives that would be valuable to the revolution. Terrorism should be considered a
valuable tactic when it is used to put to death some noted leader of the oppressing forces well known
for his cruelty, his efficiency in repression, or other quality that makes his elimination useful. But the
killing of persons of small importance is never advisable, since it brings on an increase of reprisals,
including deaths.[17]
Sabotage has nothing to do with terrorism; terrorism and personal assaults are entirely different tactics.
We sincerely believe that terrorism is of negative value, that it by no means produces the desired effects,
that it can turn a people against a revolutionary movement, and that it can bring a loss of lives to its
agents out of proportion to what it produces. On the other hand, attempts to take the lives of particular
persons are to be made, though only in very special circumstances; this tactic should be used where it
will eliminate a leader of the oppression.[18]
In special circumstances, after careful analysis, assaults on persons will be used. In general we consider
that this is not desirable except for the purpose of eliminating some figure who is notorious for his
villainies [sic] against the people and the virulence of his repression. Our experience in the Cuban
struggle shows that it would have been possible to save the lives of numerous fine comrades who were
sacrificed in the performance of missions of small value.(…)Assaults and terrorism in indiscriminate
form should not be employed.”[19]
The types of warfare adopted in most of the post-Cold War era conflicts are antithesis to what revolutionary
icons such as Ernesto ‘Che’ Guevara envisioned. For the purpose of this article, terrorism could be understood
as a form of armed violence wherein ‘terrorist’ tactics [such as “individual assaults”, “killing of persons of small
importance”] are used extensively as opposed to ‘revolutionary’ tactics [such as “sabotage”] as illustrated by
Guevara in the foregoing paragraphs. That is, in terms of the distinction by Guevara, ‘terrorist’ tactics, which
are generally unpopular, overshadow ‘revolutionary’ tactics, which are generally popular, under terrorism.
LTTE: Terrorist Movement or Freedom Fighters/National Liberation Movement?
There has been renewed interest in the distinction between ‘terrorists’ and ‘freedom fighters’ [or terrorist
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movements and liberation movements] in the aftermath of 9/11 attacks in the United States in 2001.[20]
Nevertheless, there has been an ongoing debate on the semantics of these characterisations.[21]
In this article it is postulated that, the LTTE is to be viewed primarily as a terrorist movement based on the
following characteristics and modus operandi of the LTTE during much of its lifetime:
[1] Armed struggle was overwhelmingly based on acts of violence, devoid of mass mobilisation, political
agitations, or popular participation; [22]
[2] Support of the masses was solicited by persecution rather than persuasion;
[3] Deliberate targeting of unarmed civilians in armed attacks;
[4] Reliance on suicidal armed attacks;
[5] Recruitment and employment of children in active combat;
[6] Internecine war against members of its own community.
(1) Overwhelmingly based on Violent Armed Struggle
It is the political marginalisation encountered by the Tamil minority community in the post-independence
period that precipitated the armed struggle by disgruntled Tamil youths. Thus, the armed struggle was a means
of attaining a political goal. Therefore, a political strategy should have steered the armed struggle and not vice
versa as echoed by one of the earliest analysts of guerrilla warfare in anti-imperial struggles, namely Carl Von
Clausewitz[23], and, more than a century later, by Mao Tse-Tung.[24]
In Sri Lanka’s Parliamentary elections in 1977,[25] the Tamil United Liberation Front[26] [TULF] sought a
mandate from the people of the Eastern and Northern Provinces (particularly the Tamils) for the establishment
of a separate state called Tamil Eelam. The TULF received 57% of the total valid votes cast in the east and north
combined. Furthermore, 48% of the total of eligible voters voted for the TULF in that election.[27] This was
hardly an unambiguous mandate for the establishment of a separate state. Even more important is the fact that,
the TULF called for establishing a separate state by political means. The TULF had not explicitly espoused
violence, let alone terrorism, to achieve its avowed goal.[28] Therefore, the LTTE had no moral right to hijack
the popular mandate of the TULF [however tenuous it may have been] and claim popular support for its armed
struggle. The following observation by Martha Crenshaw about terrorism aptly applies to the LTTE.
“Terrorism is essentially the result of elite disaffection; it represents the strategy of a minority, who may act on
behalf of a wider popular constituency who have not been consulted about, and do not necessarily approve of,
the terrorists’ aims or methods.”[29]
Anti-state struggles [whether it is class-based, ethnicity-based, faith-based, anti-colonial, anti-foreign
occupation, or aims at capturing state power, or aims at secession of a minority from an existing state, etc]
can employ [a] purely non-violent means, [b] purely violent means or [c] a combination of non-violent means
[such as demonstrations, shut outs/hartals, civil disobedience, etc] as well as acts of violence [armed and/
or unarmed]. Both terrorist struggles and liberation struggles[30] can employ a combination of non-violent
agitation and acts of violence. Nonetheless, whilst non-violent agitations are predominant and violent acts are
sporadic in liberation struggles; in terrorist struggles violent acts are predominant.[31] This it is argued here,
is a fundamental difference between the two.
The modality of the secessionist struggle of the LTTE, right from its inception, has been overwhelmingly
violent and militaristic focusing on the use of force.[32] This was different from the struggles of similar antistate armed groups such as the one of the African National Congress [ANC]. Whilst the military wing of
the ANC was subservient to its political wing, it was the reverse in the case of the LTTE. The LTTE hardly
had an explicit or implicit political strategy to back up, bolster or complement its military struggle because
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Pirapakaran always believed that kertu vanga mudiyathu, thatti parikanum [[We] cannot ask and get [Tamil
Eelam], [instead we must] hit and grab].[33] In fact, there was an intense ideological debate within the LTTE
during the late-1970s, whether to solely or mainly rely on ‘individual terrorism’ [thani nabar payankaravatham
in Tamil] or steer the organisation towards a mass/popular movement combining non-violent mass protests/
uprisings and occasional, selective, or targeted guerrilla attacks on state security forces.[34]
In the formative years, the organisational structure of the LTTE was broad-based. That is, a Central Committee
was formed incorporating a political wing and a military wing. Veluppillai Pirapakaran (aka Thamby, which
means younger brother, or Karikalan; Pirapakaran was called Thamby because he was indeed the youngest
member of the Central Committee) was the head of the military wing while Uma Maheswaran was head of the
political wing. There were few other members of the Central Committee including Nagarajah [a mathematics
tuition master] and Iyer [a Hindu priest]. While Pirapakaran was the sole military leader, the other members
of the Central Committee shared the political and administrative leadership under the chairpersonship of
Uma Maheswaran. For example, Iyer was in-charge of the finance and the agricultural farms. While Uma
Maheswaran was sacked from the LTTE in 1978 on the allegation of having a girlfriend/s,[35] the remaining
members of the political wing of the Central Committee continued their attempts to steer the LTTE towards
a mass movement espousing a Leninist/Socialist ideology basing themselves on principle of the ‘right to
self-determination’ of the Tamil nation. In fact, the LTTE’s very first publication or manifesto was largely an
adapted [more or less plagiarised] version of Lenin’s writings on the ‘national question’ and the ‘right to self
determination’ of nations.[36]
Due to the intransigence of Pirapakaran, who was obsessed with pursuing an exclusive military struggle, some
members of the Central Committee [namely Nagarajah, Iyer, et al] along with many cadres took control of the
LTTE in early-1980. They forged a rapprochement with Uma Maheswaran and attempted to steer the LTTE
towards a mass movement in alliance with the youth wing of the premier democratic Tamil party, viz. Tamil
United Liberation Front [TULF]. Santhathiyar headed the youth wing of the TULF at that time. This attempted
re-structuring of the LTTE was dubbed “puthiya pathai” [new path]. Under the new management the LTTE
was also connected to Gandhiyam, a non-governmental organisation established in the aftermath of the antiTamil riots of 1977. Gandhiyam was instrumental in re-settling the hill-country Tamils who were displaced
due to the 1977 and 1981 anti-Tamil riots [in the hill-country] in the sparsely populated Vanni region[37] of
the Northern Province. They formed a reservoir of recruits to the LTTE under the new leadership [and later to
the Peoples’ Liberation Organisation of Tamil Eelam – PLOTE headed by Uma Maheswaran].
In the meantime, a disillusioned Pirapakaran deserted the LTTE and joined the second most prominent Tamil
armed group at that time, called Tamil Eelam Liberation Organisation [TELO]. However, the power struggle
between Pirapakaran and a handful of his loyalists and Uma Maheswaran and his loyalists continued. As a
result of this tug-of-war, eventually, Uma Maheswaran and his loyalists abandoned the LTTE and established a
new organisation called the People’s Liberation Organisation of Tamil Eelam [PLOTE]. Disillusioned with this
internecine conflict, Nagarajah and Iyer abandoned the armed struggle and settled in the South Indian State of
Tamilnadu and continue to live there to date (2018). After the PLOTE was established, Pirapakaran re-captured
the LTTE sometime in 1981 [deserting the TELO] and instituted himself as the sole leader doing away with the
erstwhile Central Committee that had led to internal bickering earlier. LTTE’s split in late-1979/early-1980 was
the first major split; it was due to differences in opinion regarding the ideological underpinning/s of the Tamil
national struggle and the pursuant political and military strategy to be adopted.[38]
After assuming sole-leadership, Pirapakaran tightened his grip on power within and outside the LTTE. This
culminated in the proscription of all other Tamil armed groups and the physical elimination of the members
of those groups by the LTTE, an ongoing process since 1986 until LTTE’s demise in May 2009. During the
1983-1986 period several founder and original members of the LTTE [and its predecessor TNT] deserted due
to the autocratic rule of the LTTE leader and went into exile abroad. Pirapakaran became the self-proclaimed
sole leader of the Tamil national struggle and, as a consequence, all other democratic Tamil parties and armed
Tamil groups were branded as traitors and their members hunted down. Almost the entire leadership of the
erstwhile premier democratic Tamil party, the TULF, was eliminated by the LTTE in 1989 in Colombo under
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the pretext of discussing a rapprochement.
The LTTE never had a political strategy [especially since 1983] towards the goal of establishing a separate
state. Its one and only means was militarily defeating the Sri Lankan armed forces; forcing them to withdraw
from the “traditional Tamil homeland”, i.e. the Eastern and Northern Provinces of Sri Lanka. Even within the
Tamil community and in the self-proclaimed Tamil homeland it never had a political strategy to win over the
hearts and minds of the people to support the LTTE’s military strategy or political cause. The LTTE took the
support of the Tamil people for granted,[39] instilled fear to obtain support and sought to win sympathy with
often exaggerated and sometimes untruthful propaganda. The LTTE regarded all dissidents as traitors, and
physically eliminated all those who did not accept their line of thinking and acting. Thus, an exclusive military
strategy was not only adopted against the enemy [Sri Lanka’s security forces and the state], but against the
dissidents within the Tamil community as well. The LTTE’s often recited mantra has always been that “even if
we pardon the enemy, we will never ever pardon the traitors”.
(2) Support Garnered through Persecution as Opposed to Persuasion
Although in the formative years [i.e. from 1972 until about mid-1980s] the LTTE [along with other Tamil
armed groups] drew support from the masses through political arguments and persuasion [especially after the
successive anti-Tamil pogroms of 1977, 1981 and 1983, which took place outside the Eastern and Northern
Provinces], in later years it resorted to instilling fear to draw support to its cause. This was done for recruitment
to its ranks as well as for gaining sympathy and support within the country and among the Tamil diaspora
communities throughout the world.
After the July-1983 anti-Tamil pogrom, youths joined the LTTE [and many other Tamil armed groups espousing
secessionism through armed struggle] in droves voluntarily due to real and perceived injustices meted out to
the Tamil minority community by successive governments of Sri Lanka in the post-independence period.
However, after the LTTE proscribed all other Tamil armed groups and went on hunting-down its cadres from
early-1986 onwards until its demise in May 2009, its political standing among the Tamil community started to
wane slowly but surely. Thereafter, the LTTE started propagating contrived grievances, half-truths, and even
falsehood to entice youths to join its ranks.[40] On the issue of propaganda, the following observations by
Guevara are very relevant and opportune to the case of the LTTE.
“One of the characteristics of revolutionary propaganda must be truth. Little by little, in this way, the
masses will be won over.[41] …observing always the fundamental principle that truth in the long run
is the best policy.[42] The radio[43] is a factor of extraordinary importance………However, the radio
should be ruled by the fundamental principle of popular propaganda, which is truth; it is preferable to
tell the truth, small in its dimensions, than a large lie artfully embellished.”[44]
Since the LTTE’s strategy of false propaganda had only limited success, it began to resort to involuntary
conscription through indoctrination, threats, abductions, etc. In the aftermath of the Indo-Sri Lanka peace
accord of July 1987, the LTTE lost much of the male youth constituency and began to recruit and deploy
teenage girls and children [both boys and girls under 16 years old] in combat for the first time. Although
women and children [over 16 years old] began to join the LTTE after 1983, they were not deployed on active
combat until 1987.[45]/[46]
(3) Deliberately Targeting Unarmed Civilians in Armed Attacks
As noted earlier, the fundamental distinction between terrorism and liberation struggle rests with the different
means of achieving an end. Although both terrorist struggles and liberation struggles may head toward the
same end, it is how [or the means by which] they arrive at the predetermined end what distinguishes the
two. Liberation struggles involve both violent and non-violent strategies. Importantly, liberation struggles are
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waged against the state’s security forces and not against unarmed civilians; therefore the majority of casualties
are armed combatants. In the case of terrorist struggles, violence dominates with very little or no role for
non-violent protests or civil disobedience. Besides, in terrorist struggles, the majority of victims are unarmed
civilians rather than armed combatants. Furthermore, whilst liberation movements target opposing armed
forces (the ‘enemy’) or civilian collaborators with their enemy [‘traitors’, ‘quislings’, ‘fifth columnists’], terrorist
movements target not only the foregoing but primarily unarmed civilians [including progressives, trade
unionists, and intellectuals] who do not agree with terrorists’ brutal tactics to achieving the ultimate goal
[whatever that may be].
One of the salient features of the ‘new wars’ of the post-cold war era is that majority of the victims of nearly
all civil wars around the globe are indeed unarmed civilians. During the anti-colonial, anti-feudal and antidictatorship struggles of the pre-World War II and the Cold-War era, unarmed civilian casualties were small
and deliberate targeting of unarmed civilians was almost absent. However, in nearly all the civil wars of the
post-Cold War era unarmed civilian casualties are higher than combatant casualties.[47] There have been
many instances where state security forces as well as anti-state armed groups deliberately target unarmed
civilians and put the blame on the opposite side in order to substantiate their claim of ‘terrorism’ and ‘genocide’
respectively, and this way seek to gain sympathy both nationally and internationally. The distinction between
combatants and civilians has become more blurred during the post-Cold War period.[48]
A hallmark of the LTTE was its targeted assassinations of unarmed civilians, including political leaders of the
government and the main opposition party, political dissidents, intellectuals, trade unionists, and journalists
within its own community. In addition, the LTTE also deliberately attacked civilians outside the Eastern and
Northern Provinces through claymore mine and landmine attacks, time bombs and suicide attacks, especially
targeting Sinhalese civilians. These attacks were carried-out in order to elicit a backlash against the Tamils
living outside the East and North, which could then be propagated as ‘genocide’ against the Tamils like in July
1983.[49] The LTTE frequently set-off claymore mines within the Eastern and Northern Provinces as well
against the armed forces personnel and police in urban areas and places where civilians congregated. There
was a political motive, in addition to a military motive, behind such attacks. When security forces are attacked,
they tend to randomly shoot or beat-up innocent people who happen to be in the vicinity of the attack. These
exigencies or extra judicial killings by the security forces are then used to demonise the enemy and portrayed
as ‘genocide’ in order to gain sympathy and support for its cause among the local population, with in the Tamil
Diaspora, and the international community at large. Therefore, such urban guerrilla [hit-and-run] attacks
have dual utility; one military [tactical] and the other political [strategic]. However, ordinary Tamil civilians
despised these attacks by the LTTE and have told this author that if the LTTE wanted to attack the security
forces it should have targeted the security forces in remote or isolated terrains rather than in places of high
population density.[50]
However, LTTE’s suicide attack on the Colombo [Katunayake] International Airport on July 25, 2001 could be
regarded as an act of economic sabotage [in Guevara’s parlance, as noted earlier] rather than a terrorist attack
because of zero civilian casualties in that operation. Only a couple of air force personnel and the suicide attackers
of the LTTE [all armed combatants] were killed in the entire operation. The LTTE did not attack the passenger
terminal or harm any civilian staff working at the airport at the time of operation. However, half the entire fleet
of aircrafts of the Sri Lankan Airlines [i.e. five out of ten] and a few [unspecified number] attack helicopters
and fighter jets of the Sri Lanka Air Force [SLAF] were either completely destroyed or severely damaged. The
attackers waited for the last departing aircraft to take off during the early hours of the day [well past midnight]
before launching their attack in order not to harm civilians. In the aftermath of the attack, international freight
insurance companies imposed war risk surcharge [premium] on exports and imports from and to Sri Lanka,
thereby dealing a severe blow to the economy, which resulted in the Sri Lankan economy recording negative
growth in 2001 for the first time since independence.
On the other hand, the suicide truck bombing of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka [CBSL] on January 31, 1996 was
clearly a terrorist act because of the death of nearly 100 unarmed civilians in that operation despite also being
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an act of economic sabotage similar to the attack on the international airport alluded to above. The suicide
truck bomb attack on the CBSL was in some ways similar to Hezbollah’s suicide truck bomb attack on the US
Marines in Beirut in August 1983. This attack was carried out during the rush hours of a weekday morning
around 10.30 AM. Several Tamils have pointed out to this author that they cannot condone such mindless
violence, because if the LTTE wanted to attack an economic target it could have done it during night-time
thereby avoiding civilian casualties. However, in the LTTE’s strategic political thinking, the suicide attack on
the CBSL would not have elicited such huge international attention [as reflected in spectacular international
media coverage of the attack] if it were carried out during the night-time with zero civilian casualties. Alas,
the foregoing line of thinking of the LTTE was counter-intuitive [or backfired] because the strategic political
cost of the attack on the Central Bank to the LTTE was enormous in the same way as the LTTE’s suicide bomb
assassination of the former Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on May 21, 1991. In the same way as India
proscribed the LTTE in 1992 in the aftermath of Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination, the United States proscribed the
LTTE in 1997, citing the LTTE as a threat to US strategic interests in Sri Lanka and the region, specifically as a
result of the attack on the Central Bank of Sri Lanka.
The majority of victims in the armed conflict in Sri Lanka have been civilians.[51] In fact, anecdotal evidence
indicates that LTTE has killed more civilians [from all three communities, namely Tamils, Sinhalese, and
Muslims] than the armed forces personnel, though numbers are unavailable. The LTTE has killed hundreds
of Sinhalese villagers in the border areas of Eastern and Northern Provinces in order to make the rest flee
their homes in the interior of Eastern and Northern Provinces. Similarly, hundreds of Muslims [who are, in
fact, Tamil speaking] were killed inside Mosques in Kattankudy and Eravur in the Batticaloa district of the
Eastern Province in August 1990. After these mass murders in the East, the entire Muslim population in the
Northern Province [particularly from Jaffna, Mannar and Mullaithivu districts] was ordered to vacate their
homes [leaving behind their belongings] within seventy-two hours [in many cases within twenty-four hours]
in October 1990. Many of them still languish in several welfare camps in the Puttalam district [North Western
Province].
The mass murders and forcible eviction of Muslims and Sinhalese from the Eastern and Northern Provinces
were part of the LTTE’s strategic logic of creating an ethnically homogeneous “Tamil homeland” through
ethnic cleansing. Only a tiny proportion of the Tamil population condones such a supremacist vision of an
imagined Tamil nation as envisioned by the LTTE.[52] Moreover, in the closing stages of the civil war during
March-May 2009, the LTTE deliberately attacked Tamil civilians who were attempting to flee to the areas
controlled by the security forces of Sri Lanka. These wanton attacks on unarmed civilians alienated even senior
cadres of the LTTE such as Thamilini Jayakumaran (nee Sivakami Subramaniam), the political head of the
LTTE women.[53]
(4) Heavy Reliance on Suicidal Armed Attacks
To run away from trouble is a form of cowardice and, while it is true that the suicide braves death, he does
it not for some noble object but to escape some ill – Aristotle
It is not only an ancient philosopher like Aristotle, but modern medical science as well holds that suicides are
acts of cowardice to get away from mental or physical illness,[54] rather than bravery or “martyrdom” as the
protagonists of suicidal armed attacks would want the world to believe.
According to an Associate Professor at the Medical Faculty of Kabul University, about 65% of the suicide
bombers during 2006-2008 [i.e. 52 out of 80] were physically disabled. His reading is that poor families with
disabled members could have been paid hefty sums of money to sell the disabled to the Taliban to be utilised as
suicide bombers.[55] Further, this author’s interviews with middle-level LTTE cadres revealed that those who
were physically handicapped in combat were encouraged to join the elite suicide squad, the so-called Black
Tigers. There are certain criteria and formal career path to join the Black Tigers squad, which will be detailed
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in a subsequent article.
The suicide attacks by Jewish Zealots against Roman occupation 2,000 years ago and kamikaze attacks by
the Japanese armed forces during the Second World War in the twentieth century offered role models for the
revival of suicide attacks in the early-1980s in the Middle East [notably by Hezbollah in Lebanon], which were
later adapted and improved upon by various anti-state armed groups such as the Al-Qaeda, Hamas, LTTE, and
more recently the Taliban in Afghanistan.[56]
Sri Lanka has one of the highest suicide rates in the world; suicide had been rising in the early 1980s, though
an ethnic or religious breakdown is unavailable.[57] Studies have shown that Sri Lankans tend to take away
their lives by committing suicide for trivial reasons. In this context, Robert Pape’s revelation that LTTE was
responsible for the single largest number of suicide attacks around the world in the period between 1980 to
2003 is not surprising.[58] However, Robert Pape’s attribution of foreign occupation as the primary cause of
suicide attacks is contentious.
First of all, in internal wars like that of Sri Lanka, where the presence of Sri Lankan armed forces in territories
largely inhabited by Tamil speaking people [“Tamil homeland”] could be regarded as “foreign occupation”
is debatable, in spite of LTTE’s claim to that effect [the same argument has been used in the case of Sikh and
Kashmiri separatism in India]. Secondly, if indeed Pape’s attribution of foreign occupation as the primary cause
of suicide attacks is true, how come the bulk of LTTE’s suicide attacks were carried out outside the “Tamil
homeland” [largely in and around Colombo] on civilian targets rather than against the occupying security
forces within? Even in the cases of suicide attacks carried out in Iraq after the US-led invasion in 2003 and
the rise of suicide attacks in Afghanistan since 2008, the bulk of those attacks were NOT carried out against
the occupying foreign armed forces. Rather, the larger number of attacks were carried out against Iraqi or
Afghan civilians in places where ordinary people congregate, while a smaller number of attacks wereare carried
out against the Iraqi or Afghan national armed forces. Thirdly, as Horowitz has pointed out [59], if foreign
occupation is the primary cause of suicide attacks, why was it that some other anti-state groups such as the Irish
Republican Army [IRA], the Basque separatist group ETA, or the Mujahedin in Afghanistan against the Soviet
occupation [from 1979 to 1989] have not resorted to suicide attacks to drive out the respective occupying
forces?
Mia Bloom, another pioneer in the study of suicide terrorism, asserts that suicide attacks are a strategy to
“outbid” other competing anti-state groups in garnering public support for the same cause.[60] That is, suicide
attacks are a means of establishing supremacy or claim to be authentic representatives of the masses whom they
claim to protect or liberate. Whilst in some cases this assertion could be valid, in the case of the LTTE it is NOT
valid because the LTTE had emerged as the sole anti-state Tamil armed group by around 1990 when it began
to use suicide attacks [barring the first suicide truck bomb attack on July 5, 1987 during the Vadamarachchi
operation by the security forces] as a regular politico-military tactic.[61]
When we trace the timings of suicide bombings or assassinations by the LTTE, it is evident that it had resorted
to such attacks out of desperation when the military odds were against them in the theatres of war and/or the
political odds were against them with regard to popular support from the Tamil people. For example, the first
suicide attack by the LTTE was carried out on July 5, 1987, when a suicide bomber rammed a lorry laden with
explosives into a makeshift military barrack set up at a school in Nelliady [near Point Pedro town in the Jaffna
peninsula]. This was carried out at a time when the Sri Lankan security forces were on an offensive to wrest
control of the Vadamarachchi area of the Jaffna peninsula from the LTTE, which had a free reign after virtually
eliminating all other Tamil armed groups (particularly the TELO and EPRLF) since the early-1986.
The second suicide attack by the LTTE was the assassination of former Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
on May 21, 1991 in Sriperumbudur [in the outskirts of Chennai, the capital of Tamilnadu state in India]. The
assassin was the first woman suicide bomber in recent history; it was the only suicide attack by the LTTE on
a foreign territory and the first assassination of a Prime Minister-in-waiting by a foreign armed group. The
suicide assassination of Rajiv Gandhi was also a sign of desperation as he was perceived to be anti-LTTE
[62] [especially anti-Pirapakaran]. Therefore Pirapakaran wanted to prevent Rajiv Gandhi from becoming the
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Prime Minster of India for the second time.[63] Moreover, Rajiv Gandhi was popular among the Tamil people
[in Sri Lanka as well as in India] as he was instrumental in pressurising the then Sri Lankan President to enact
the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution of Sri Lanka thereby devolving power to the regions through
the creation of Provincial Councils [a second tier of government]. Hence, Rajiv Gandhi’s popularity among the
Tamils was perceived to be a threat to LTTE’s military and political stranglehold on the Tamil masses.
Another prominent suicide attack by the LTTE that was a sign of desperation was the suicide lorry bombing of
the Central Bank of Sri Lanka on January 31, 1996. The LTTE, which was de-facto ruling the Jaffna peninsula
from 1990 to 1995, was driven out of Jaffna by a major military operation, beginning in August and ending in
December 1995. The LTTE wanted to avenge its eviction from Jaffna through a spectacular attack in the city of
Colombo, which resulted in the bombing of the Central Bank.
Another vivid example of a desperate suicide attack by the LTTE reflecting frustration of losing popular support
among the Tamils was the suicide assassination of a member of parliament from the erstwhile democratic party
of the Tamils [the TULF], namely Neelan Thiruchelvam. He was popular among the Tamils as the intellectual
standard-bearer of the legitimate democratic aspirations of the Tamils. As a Constitutional Lawyer with a
doctorate from Harvard University, he was instrumental in drafting a new Constitution in 1995 transforming
the Sri Lankan state from a unitary to a federal state [“union of regions”], which however never did see the light
of the day. Espousing federalism to resolve the Sri Lankan ethnic conflict was anathema to LTTE’s unwavering
maximalist demand for a separate sovereign state for the Tamils. So, bumping him off was necessary to the
LTTE in order to veer the Tamil people’s desire for a federal solution to the long-lasting ethno-national conflict.
The foregoing four examples illustrate the politico-military psyche of the LTTE leadership in carrying out
these suicidal attacks. It is pertinent to note and understand that all the foregoing high profile military attacks
could not have been possible using orthodox hit-and-run guerrilla tactics. Except the first one [suicide lorry
bomb attack on a military barrack] all other targets were non-military. The LTTE was fully aware of the likely
national and international political fall-out as a result of those attacks on unarmed high profile civilian targets
and therefore had to hide the affiliation of the perpetrators; that is, it did not claim responsibility for these
attacks or used the name of “Ellalan [an ancient Tamil king in Sri Lanka] Force” to claim responsibility for the
attack on the Central Bank. Nevertheless, in the worldview of the LTTE, those targets were imperative for its
very survival as a politico-military organisation. Therefore, it went ahead with the missions notwithstanding
the likely strategic political cost. The LTTE was very possessive of its claim to be a liberation organisation
spearheading the freedom struggle of the Tamils against the oppressive Sri Lankan state, and the claim to be the
“sole representatives” of the Tamils [occasionally tempered with the claim of “authentic representatives”]. That
is why it never owned-up responsibility for any suicidal [or other mode of] attacks on civilian targets or suicidal
[or other mode of] assassinations of unarmed individuals. This deceptive behaviour of the LTTE was unique
in the world of terrorism, because almost all other anti-state terror groups are eager to claim responsibility to
prove their brawn power or their commitment to “martyrdom”.
(5) Recruitment and Employment of Children in Active Combat
All armed forces/groups [either state, anti-state, or quasi-state] that use child combatants do so for lack popular
support for their cause whatever that may be. It is only those armed groups that are unable to convince adults
of the legitimacy or inevitability of armed struggle and/or justify the violent means of their struggle which are
forced to recruit children [either voluntarily or involuntarily], who can be easily brainwashed. Child combatants
are a sign of frustration and bankruptcy of political legitimacy of the armed group they belong to. Besides,
children are useful for espionage and logistical duties, as the enemy would least suspect them. Therefore, one
of the criteria that can be used to distinguish ‘terrorists’ from ‘freedom fighters’ is whether or not they recruit
children to fight their war.
The teenage period is an age of rebellion, within the household and/or within the community where they live.
It is a time of seeking self-identity and importance. It can also be a time of rebellion against parental authority.
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Terrorist groups exploit children’s ‘age of innocence’ for indoctrination, recruitment, and deployment. Children
are also usually obedient, compliant to authority, and easier to bully. However, they cannot be effective or
efficient fighters on the battlefield since they lack physical strength and/or mental resilience. Therefore, children
are often used as cannon-fodder in the battlefield to break through enemy lines [forward defence lines – FDL]
and have to pave the way for adult fighters to follow. It is always costly [in terms of human life] to break
through forward defence lines because the enemy is well-entrenched. The anti-state armed groups usually lack
adequate number of fighters to confront much larger state security forces. That is, anti-state armed groups are
far outnumbered in terms of personnel. Therefore, when there is a lack of adult recruits the anti-state armed
groups resort to child recruits, because the latter are easier to convince [voluntary recruitment] or conscript
[involuntary recruitment]. It is also true that abject poverty drives some parents to voluntarily handover their
child/children to rebel groups. This happens not only in Asia but also in Africa.
The LTTE started proactively recruiting children as young as ten years old in the late-1980s. As mentioned
above, since the LTTE unilaterally started fighting the IPKF in late-1987 its support among the Tamils started
to wane. Hence, it was compelled to actively recruit children in order to compensate for declining adult recruits.
Thus, child recruitment for combat is a sign of weakness of a liberation movement. Put it another way, child
recruitment by the LTTE was a sign of conversion into a terrorist movement.
The LTTE routinely showed video films of its military operations at schools as a means of enticing children
to join its ranks. If this strategy did not bear adequate results, it forcibly kidnapped children to fight for its
cause. In a survey conducted in all the five districts of the Northern Province in late-2004, including in LTTEcontrolled areas in the Vanni, the interviewed children did not indicate a desire to join the LTTE to fight for
their cause.[64] Furthermore, the following are excerpts from a news report about an exhibition of paintings of
nearly five hundred Sri Lankan refugee children born and bred in the refugee camps in Tamilnadu state, India.
“Not many children want to be fighters…Only one child in tens of thousands thinks of “fighting” as an
end by itself and this really is what is so “unique”... about Tamil refugees from Sri Lanka, growing up in
India, say relief officials. “The kids don’t admire militancy but every child wants to go home”…However,
Emee Perumal is an exception. As he makes tea for his mother’s friends, the 11-year-old watches a
Jackie Chan film on a tiny colour television set and admires “fighting”, not unusual at his age, his idol,
the LTTE fighter.”[65]
In the areas under its control, the LTTE and its proxies [camouflaged as NGOs, faith-based organisations and
humanitarian agencies] ran numerous orphanages, which were virtually factories producing child soldiers
or future adult soldiers.[66] In these factories, camouflaged as orphanages, children used to be indoctrinated
about the virtues of Tamils’ freedom struggle and instilled that their saviour and godfather was Pirapakaran
[aka the ‘sun god’].
In short, the use of child soldiers is a vivid example of moral, ethical, political, and military bankruptcy of
self-styled freedom/liberation movements in the late-twentieth and early twenty-first century. The scourge of
child soldiers is one of the critical differences between the anti-state armed movements of the pre- and postSecond World War period and the post-Cold War period rebel movements. It would be useful for the modern
day self-styled freedom/liberation fighters to do some soul-searching and realise that their predecessors had
much greater success in capturing state power and driving out foreign occupation forces without the use of
child soldiers and suicide bombers.
(6) Internecine War against Members of its own Community
One of the conjectures about the protracted conflict in Sri Lanka is that, according to anecdotal evidence, it
is probable that the LTTE might have killed more Tamils than the Sri Lankan security forces; especially in
internecine war against all other Tamil armed groups since the early-1980s [with the breakup of the LTTE into
two or more in 1980 as noted above] until its demise in 2009. This was due to the LTTE’s obsessive-compulsive
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claim to be the sole representatives of the Tamils in Sri Lanka. This might well be something unique in the
mystical world of freedom fighters/liberation movements. The LTTE has not only virtually decimated all other
Tamil armed groups, but also the Tamil democratic parties, dissenting voices in the academia, civil society,
and the media in order to establish itself as the sole and indispensable politico-military force representing the
Tamils. This type of behavior aligns more with mafia groups rather than liberation movements. This unique but
negative characteristic of the LTTE has, overtime, gradually dissipated popular support it ones enjoyed among
the Tamils during the late-1970s and early-1980s, not only in Sri Lanka but in India as well.
The LTTE’s pathological thirst for the sole leadership of the armed struggle of the Tamils has been absent in
almost all other anti-state struggles spearheaded by either liberation organisations or terrorist organisations
throughout the world. In the armed struggles of the Jews for establishment of Israel,[67] majority community
against the minority apartheid rule in South Africa,[68] Palestinians against Israel,[69] Bengalis against the
Pakistani rule in East Pakistan,[70] Kashmiris against the Indian rule, Mujahedin against the Soviet occupation
in Afghanistan, or in Al-Qaeda’s global war against Western countries, a variety of armed groups operate
in tandem complementing each others’ role, in spite of occasional internecine conflict among anti-state
movements. Rarely, if ever, did any one group stake claim sole leadership the way LTTE did.
Internecine war among freedom fighters is the anti-thesis of liberation struggle that is supposed to be against
a real or contrived common enemy. The fact of the matter is that, other terrorist organisations [let alone
liberation organisations], either in the past or present, have rarely indulged in killing each other when they
were faced with a common enemy because they very well knew that such actions would substantially weaken
their cause or undermine attaining their ultimate goal. On this score the LTTE was a terrorist organisation
par excellence since it had an explicit policy of systematically annihilating all other armed Tamil groups, and
among unarmed Tamil political parties, those had the potential to challenge its supremacy or the vanguard
role.[71] In fact, the LTTE had gone even beyond that by purging potential challengers/competitors to the selfappointed supreme leader Veluppillai Pirapakaran within the organisation itself from time to time throughout
its existence [i.e. 1972 to 2009], beginning with the murder of Chetti Thanabalasingam in the early-1970s [72]
and the attempted murder of Uma Maheswaran in Pondy Bazaar in Madras/Chennai [capital of Tamilnadu
state] in 1982 by Pirapakaran himself.
Studies by anthropologists and sociologists have showed that, among criminal gangs, organized crime
syndicates, and mafias, internecine warfare is a very common feature. In this light, the LTTE’s systemic intragroup and inter-group purges further lend support to the conclusion that the LTTE was a terrorist organisation
rather than as its leaders, supporters and sympathisers claimed, a liberation movement.
Towards a Distinction between ‘Terrorism’ and ‘Liberation’
One of the fundamental guiding principles [and often recited mantra] of the armed struggle waged by the
LTTE on behalf of the Tamil people was:
kertu vanga mudiyathu, thatti parikanum ([We] cannot ask and get, [instead we must] hit and grab)
This was often said by the LTTE leadership to its rank and file to justify its resort to arms in the struggle for
independence, but also to justify the repudiation of ceasefires and peace negotiations over and over again
throughout the civil war period.
Another of Veluppillai Pirapakaran’s mantra was:
sollukku mun ceyal irukavendum (Deed should precede word)
The logic of this statement from the leader [73] is easy to comprehend. In Pirapakaran’s worldview there is no
opportunity or necessity to think before you act. A true representative of an imagined nation [Tamil Eelam]
should not act like that;[74] yet this statement encapsulates the mindset of “the most dangerous man in South
Asia and the public enemy number one of the Tamils.”[75]

ISSN 2334-3745

12

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

The discourses on the semantics of terrorism, thus far, have tended to veer towards abstract conceptualisation.
That is, a top down approach from the general to the particular, which is deductive logic.[76] In this article,
an alternative approach to the understanding of terrorism has been chosen: a bottom-up approach from the
particular to the general, in other words, inductive logic. By way of critically analysing the modus operandi
of the LTTE, it is difficult to avoid the conclusion that the LTTE was a terrorist organisation rather than a
liberation organisation. The Tamil community’s struggle for equality in Sri Lanka, however, cannot be construed
as terrorism.
It is this author’s conviction that the same six criteria that have been postulated to distinguish terrorist struggles
from freedom fighting in the case of the LTTE could possibly be applied to other anti-state armed groups as well
as state actors. However, since each and every conflict and each and every anti-state armed group are different,
these criteria should not become static benchmarks to understand terrorism. Instead, these six criteria could
possibly be conceptual thresholds, but dynamic in practical application. Thus, these six criteria should become
evolutionary when applied to other cases. In the study of certain states or anti-state armed organisations, one
or more of these six criteria could be dropped and new ones incorporated.
As a matter of fact, many sovereign states have been involved in terrorism within and outside their territories
[through covert or proxy wars] at certain points of time, throughout human history, until today. This is likely
to continue to be so in the future as well. These states come from all ideological persuasions; authoritarian and
democratic. Therefore, it is a sine qua non to apply the concept of terrorism to sovereign states as well if only
because today’s anti-state armed groups [de facto states] could become de jure states tomorrow.
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Press.
[8] E.g. Kaldor, Mary, [1999], New and Old Wars: Organized Violence in a Global Era, Oxford: Polity Press.
[9] Throughout this article ‘conflict’ refers to violent or armed conflict.
[10] Read the debate on greed versus grievance in civil wars. [See: for example, Berdal, Mats and David M. Malone [Ed],
[2000], Greed and Grievance: Economic Agendas in Civil Wars, Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers; Collier, Paul and
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[11] What is a legitimate goal and what is not can differ from case to case, and is a matter of ongoing moral debates.
[12] Aka ‘non-state actors’ or ‘non-state armed groups’. In this article the author deliberately uses ‘anti-state armed groups’ because
non-state actors could refer to non-governmental/non-profit organisations [both national and international] as well, and non-state
armed groups could refer to vigilante/paramilitary groups [mostly set up by the state itself and therefore not necessarily anti-state],
criminal armed gangs [mafia, triads] and the like. [Policzer, Pablo, [2005: 6-8], Neither Terrorists nor Freedom Fighters, Armed
Groups Project Working Paper Series, Working Paper 5, March, Alberta: University of Calgary. Hence, it is acknowledged here that
‘anti-state armed groups’ have political cause/s or objective/s as opposed to criminal armed groups.
[13] Fanon, Frantz, [2001], The Wretched of the Earth, London: Penguin Books [Originally published in 1968]; Freire, Paulo, [1972],
Pedagogy of the Oppressed, London: Penguin Books.
[14] See Third World Quarterly, [2005], “The politics of naming: rebels, terrorists, criminals, bandits and subversives”, Special Issue,
26 [1], passim; Wieviorka, Michael, [1995: 598], ‘Terrorism in the Context of Academic Research’, Chapter 14 in Martha Crenshaw,
[Ed], Terrorism in Context, Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania State University Press.
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[15] See Whittaker, David J. [Ed], [2001: 3-4], The Terrorism Reader, London and New York: Routledge.
[16] Guevara, Ernesto ‘Che’, [1985], Guerrilla Warfare, Manchester: Manchester University Press; Lenin, Vladimir, [1976], On the
National Question, Moscow: Progressive Publishers. [Originally published in 1912]; Tse-Tung, Mao and Samuel B. Griffith, [2007],
On Guerrilla Warfare, Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press. [Translated from the original version, Tse-Tung, Mao,
[1937], On Guerrilla Warfare]
[17] Guevara, Ernesto ‘Che’, op cit. 62-63.
[18] Guevara, Ernesto ‘Che’, op cit. 140.
[19] Guevara, Ernesto ‘Che’, op cit. 131.
[20] For example see, Nadarajah, Suthaharan and Dhananjayan Sriskandarajah, [2005], “Liberation Struggle or Terrorism? The
Politics of Naming the LTTE”, Third World Quarterly, 26 [1], 87-100; Policzer, Pablo, [2005: 6-8], Neither Terrorists nor Freedom
Fighters, Armed Groups Project Working Paper Series, Working Paper 5, March, Alberta: University of Calgary; Third World
Quarterly, [2005], “The politics of naming: rebels, terrorists, criminals, bandits and subversives”, Special Issue, 26 (1), passim.
[21] For example, See: Tavin, Ely, and Yonah Alexander [Eds], [1986], Terrorists or Freedom Fighters: A Tool for the Full
Understanding of Who They Are and How They Affect Civilization Today, Virginia [USA]: HERO Books; Wieviorka, Michael, [1995],
‘Terrorism in the Context of Academic Research’, Chapter 14 in Martha Crenshaw, [Ed], Terrorism in Context, Pennsylvania:
Pennsylvania State University Press.
[22] However, the LTTE did hijack the non-violent ‘Pongu Thamil’ [Seethe Thamil] agitations staged by the Tamil civil society
groups in Trincomalee, Vavuniya, and Jaffna towns [which were under the control of the security forces] in the early 2000s, before
the ceasefire signed on February 22, 2002, in order to advance its demand for a separate state. Once the LTTE started getting
involved in the Pongu Thamil agitations it coerced the participation of the general public through intimidation. Besides, LTTE
cadres occasionally dressed-up in school uniforms took part in the Pongu Thamil [and similar] agitations in order to give the
impression that school students were also involved in those agitations, and also as a security cover/ruse on the expectation that the
security forces could be reluctant to act against school students.
[23] Clausewitz, Carl Von, [1997], On War, Hertfordshire: Wordsworth Editions Ltd [Originally published in German in 1832],
cited in Edwards, Aaron, [2009: 146], “Abandoning Armed Resistance? The Ulster Volunteer Force as a Case Study of Strategic
Terrorism in Northern Ireland”, Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 32 [2], 146-166.
[24] Tse-Tung, Mao and Samuel B. Griffith, [2007], On Guerrilla Warfare, Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press
[Translated from the original version Tse-Tung, Mao, [1937], On Guerrilla Warfare], cited in Kaempf, Sebastian, [2009: 131],
“Violence and Victory: guerrilla warfare, ‘authentic affirmation’ and the overthrow of the colonial state”, Third World Quarterly, 30
[1], February, 129-146.
[25] The last free and fair elections held, not only in the Eastern and Northern Provinces but also in the entire country, until 2015.
[26] The Tamil United Liberation Front [TULF] was the premier democratic political party of the Tamils from 1976 until 2000. The
TULF was the successor to the Thamil Arasu Katchi [Federal Party] from 1949 to 1971 and the Tamil United Front [TUF] from
1971-1976. However, in 2001 the Tamil National Alliance [TNA] was formed incorporating the bulk of the TULF and former Tamil
armed groups such as TELO, PLOTE, and EPRLF, which gave-up the armed struggle after the arrival of the Indian Peace Keeping
Force [IPKF] in Sri Lanka in July 1987. The TNA has been the premier democratic political party of the Tamils from 2001 to date,
having sixteen members in the current parliament of Sri Lanka (2015-2020).
[27] See De Silva, Kingsley M, [1981: 222-223], Universal Franchise 1931-1981: The Sri Lankan Experience, Colombo: Department
of Government Information.
[28] Notwithstanding the fact that some younger members of the TULF parliamentarians tacitly supported different Tamil militant
groups [especially the LTTE and TELO] in the 1970s and 1980s until the LTTE killed almost the entire TULF leadership in 1989 in
Colombo.
[29] See Crenshaw, Martha, [1981], “The Causes of Terrorism”, Comparative Politics, 13 (4), 384.
[30] The liberation struggles envisioned by Guevara, Lenin, Mao, et al, were against colonial, despotic, or feudal rulers rather than
against democracies.
[31] See, for example, Clausewitz, Carl Von, op cit, and Tse-Tung, Mao as well as Samuel B. Griffith, op cit.
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[32] Pirapakaran’s wife Mathivathani [prior to their marriage] was an undergraduate student at the University of Jaffna when
she along with a group of female undergraduates staged a fast-unto death campaign protesting some political incident [which
this author cannot remember anymore] within the premises of the university sometime in 1982. After few days into the fast-unto
death campaign the health of the participants deteriorated. At that moment the LTTE intervened and kidnapped the protesters
taking them by boat to Tamilnadu in India. The justification given to the general public by the LTTE for this forcible end to the
fast-unto death campaign by an independent group of female undergraduates was that the lives of the protesters have to be saved
for the armed struggle and that the LTTE could not allow the protesters to die in such callous manner. The foregoing is a concrete
example of the primacy given to armed struggle by the LTTE as opposed to any form of non-violent political protests/struggles.
While the group of kidnapped protesters was held in Tamilnadu by the LTTE, Pirapakaran fell in love with one of them, namely
Mathivathani, whom he married in 1984.
[33]This was revealed by Ganesan [Iyer], one of the founder members of the Central Committee of the LTTE, and another middlelevel leader during the course of interviews with this author. In spite of the fact that the LTTE participated in the Thimpu talks with
the Government of Sri Lanka in 1985 [along with other Tamil armed groups] as a result of the facilitation by the Government of
India and registered a political party named Popular Front of the Liberation Tigers [PFLT] in 1989 during the ceasefire with the
then government, it was never genuinely committed to non-violent democratic political processes [be it participation in elections
or organising political rallies or meetings to propagate its policies or demands]. However, the LTTE did use the Tamil United
Liberation Front [TULF] until 1983 and the Tamil National Alliance [TNA] since the ceasefire in February 2002 until its demise in
May 2009 as its proxy.
[34] See Ganesan [Iyer], [2011], Eelap porattaththil enathu pathivugal: Pirapakaranodu pulikal amaipai arampitha naatkal.... [in
Tamil] [My records of the Eelam struggle: days of establishment of the Tiger movement with Pirapakaran], Southall, Middlesex
[UK]: Inioru.
[35] See, Ganesan [Iyer], op cit.In those days LTTE cadres had to be unmarried and were barred from having a girlfriend [females
were deliberately kept out of becoming formal members of the group in order to keep the male members entirely devoted to the
armed struggle]. This practice existed until Pirapakaran got married in late-1984. Later, with the formal recruitment of females into
the organisation since 1985, the cadres were allowed to marry, but having girlfriend/s and extramarital affairs remained prohibited.
Pirapakaran also took action to purge homosexuals from the movement in the early-1980s. One such victim was Ranjan [who
was popularly known as Ranjan Lala] hailing from the Vadamarachchi area of the Jaffna peninsula. The witch hunt of Ranjan by
Pirapakaran was revealed to this author by Nirmala Rajasingam, who was an academic at the University of Jaffna in the late-1970s
and early 1980s and one of the earliest academic supporters of the LTTE, but deserted the LTTE in 1984 and sought asylum in the
UK and remains there to this day.
[36] Balasingam, Anton, [1979], The National Liberation Struggle of the Tamils, Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam [underground
publication].
[37] Vanni is the geographical area covering four out of five districts of the Northern Province, viz. Kilinochchi, Mannar,
Mullaithivu, and Vavuniya. These four districts were/are sparsely populated jungle areas where all the Tamil armed groups had
their military camps.
[38] This historical narrative of the birth and the first breakaway of the LTTE are based on firsthand experiences and information
of this author as well as interviews with former members of the LTTE who are now in exile in India, the UK and in Sri Lanka.
However, in any underground organisation/movement of this nature there is no perfect information available, which is
acknowledged by this author. Ganesan [Iyer], op cit, one of the original Central Committee members of the LTTE, in his memoir
[in Tamil] alludes to a similar narrative.
[39] For example, the LTTE would forcibly occupy the homes of civilians and confiscate the vehicles of ordinary people claiming
that those are “thesia soththu” [national assets].
[40] For example, the LTTE usually exaggerated their material and human strengths in order to entice the youths to join the
movement. Moreover, the LTTE used to propagate that the Sri Lankan security forces routinely sexually harass and rape Tamil girls
and women and therefore girls should join them and be armed in order to safeguard their honour and dignity. Although it is true
that considerable number of Tamil girls and women have been raped and harassed by the security forces throughout the civil war
period [and beyond], it was not routine and systemic as, for example, was the case in Bosnia in the mid-1990s.
[41] Guevara, Ernesto, op cit. 131.
[42] Guevara, Ernesto, op cit. 145.
[43] In this information age, the internet [especially the social media] is what almost all anti-state armed groups use very
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effectively. Virtual communications have become the most important tool of propaganda for various causes throughout the world.
The digital divide, in this respect, has been shrinking day by day.
[44] Guevara, Ernesto, op cit. 146.
[45] Until Pirapakaran got married in late-1984, the LTTE did not allow any of its armed cadres to get married and consciously
avoided recruiting married persons to its military wing until its demise in 2009.
[46] See Human Rights Watch, [2004], Living in Fear: Child Soldiers and the Tamil Tigers in Sri Lanka, 16 [13], New York: Human
Rights Watch. URL; http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/srilanka1104.pdf
[47] See Kaldor, Mary, [1999], New and Old Wars: Organized Violence in a Global Era, Oxford: Polity Press.
[48] Radu, Michael, [2009], “Gaza: Deterrence and other missed points”, E-Notes, January 19, Philadelphia, PA: Foreign Policy
Research Institute. URL; http://www.fpri.org/enotes/200901.radu.gazaconflict.html Wenger, Andreas and Simon Mason, [2008],
“The Growing Importance of Civilians in Armed Conflict”, CSS Analyses in Security Policy, 3 [45], December, Zurich: ETH Centre
for Security Studies.
[49] Anti-Tamil pogrom of July 1983 [popularly known as the ‘Black July’] outside the Eastern and Northern Provinces was a
spontaneous backlash against the ambush of 13 army personnel traveling in a truck [as a result of a landmine explosion and
subsequent firing] near the Jaffna University by the LTTE. This was the first mass casualties of armed forces personnel in the
protracted civil war in Sri Lanka. The previous casualties on the government side were all police personnel and only a few army
personnel.
[50] The results of the interviews conducted throughout the Eastern and Northern Provinces during 2002-2006.
[51] The LTTE claimed to have lost around 35,000 of its cadres and the government claimed to have lost around 26,000 security
forces personnel out of a total of about 125,000 lives lost between 1982 and 2009. The LTTE incurred its first casualty on November
27, 1982 and the last probably on May 18, 2009.
[52] See also; Sarvananthan, Muttukrishna, [2007], “In Pursuit of a Mythical State of Tamil Eelam: a rejoinder to Kristian Stokke”,
Third World Quarterly, 28 [6], 1185-95; Kristian Stokke’s reply to Muttukrishna Sarvananthan’s rejoinder in the same issue of the
journal.
[53] See her memoir, Jayakumaran, Thamilini, [2015], Oru Koorvaalin Nilalil [in Tamil] [In the shadow of a sharp sword]: A
Memoir, Kilinochchi [Sri Lanka]: Sivakami Foundation.
[54] “Suicide is the act of deliberately killing oneself. Risk factors for suicide include mental disorder [such as depression,
personality disorder, alcohol dependence, or schizophrenia], and some physical illnesses, such as neurological disorders, cancer,
and HIV infection.” World Health Organization [WHO]. URL; http://www.who.int/topics/suicide/en/
[55] Radgari, Rusuf, [2008], “Over 60 percent of suicide bombers in Afghanistan are physically disabled”, The Mainichi Daily News,
October 22. URL; http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20081022p2a00m0na002000c.html
[56] Horowitz, Michael, [2008: 2], “The History and Future of Suicide Terrorism”, E-Notes, August, Philadelphia, PA: Foreign Policy
Research Institute. URL; http://www.fpri.org/enotes/200808.horowitz.suicideterrorism.html
[57] World Health Organization. URL; http://www.who.int/mental_health/prevention/suicide_rates/en/index.html and http://
www.who.int/mental_health/media/sril.pdf
[58] Pape, Robert A. [2005], Dying to Win: The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism, New York: Random House.
[59] Horowitz, Michael, op cit. 3.
[60] Bloom, Mia, [2007], Dying to Kill: The Allure of Suicide Terror, New York: Columbia University Press.
[61] Horowitz, Michael, op cit. 4.
[62] Because the LTTE broke-off from the Indo-Sri Lanka Peace Accord and began fighting the Indian Peace Keeping Force [IPKF]
from October 1987 till September 1989 until the IPKF was abruptly requested to withdraw from North and East of Sri Lanka by the
then newly elected President of Sri Lanka.
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[63] In defiance of the counsel by the then second-in-command/deputy leader, Kopalasamy Mahendrarajah [alias Sri annai or
Mahathaya], and the political adviser to the LTTE leader, Anton Balasingam.
[64] Although the survey questionnaire did not directly ask a question whether they [children] would like to join the LTTE or
not, regarding questions about their aspirations for the future [education, employment, etc] not a single respondent expressed a
desire to become a combatant or join the LTTE in any other capacity. See Sarvananthan, Muttukrishna, [2006], Children of War:
Aspirations and Opportunities, Point Pedro [Sri Lanka]: Point Pedro Institute of Development.
[65] Hindu, The, [2009], “Refugee kids dream of return to an isle of peace”, January 25, Chennai, India. URL; http://www.hindu.
com/thehindu/holnus/004200901251080.html
[66] Amnesty International, [2004]. URL; http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/ASA37/002/2004 Child Soldiers Global Report,
[2008]. URL; www.child-soldiers.org/document/get?id=1453 Human Rights Watch, [2004], Living in Fear: Child Soldiers and
the Tamil Tigers in Sri Lanka, 16 [13], New York: Human Rights Watch. URL; http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/
srilanka1104.pdf
[67] Three groups were involved; the Hagana, International Zionist League [IZL], and Lechi. [See Tavin, Ely, and Yonah Alexander
[Ed], [1986], Terrorists or Freedom Fighters: A Tool for the Full Understanding of Who They Are and How They Affect Civilization
Today, Virginia [USA]: HERO Books.
[68] Three groups were involved; namely the African National Congress [ANC], Inkatha Freedom Party, and the Pan-Africanist
Congress.
[69] At least two main groups, namely the Palestinian Liberation Organisation [PLO] and the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine [PFLP], were involved. The PLO itself was an umbrella organisation of several armed Palestinian groups; Fatah being the
dominant one.
[70] Mukti Bahini, Mujib Bahini, Z [Zia] Force, and K [Khaled] Force.
[71] For example, while the LTTE eliminated virtually the entire leadership of the TULF in 1989, it did not do any harm to another
erstwhile democratic Tamil party, viz. All Ceylon Tamil Congress [ACTC], because it was a petty party with just marginal popular
support.
[72] Ganesan [Iyer], op cit.
[73] Noticed by this author on the wall of an LTTE office building on a visit to Kilinochchi [Northern Sri Lanka] in March 2003 as
part of a United Nations [UN] Mission to present the post-conflict needs assessment at a workshop co-hosted by the Government
of Sri Lanka [GoSL], LTTE, and the UN.
[74] “A nation must think before it acts” – anonymous.
[75] According to an elderly person during a casual conversation with this author in the LTTE-controlled area of Vanni in 2005.
[76] See Whittaker, David J. [Ed], [2001: 3-4], The Terrorism Reader, London and New York: Routledge.s

ISSN 2334-3745

18

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Tackling Terrorism’s Taboo: Shame
by Matthew Kriner
Abstract
This exploratory article provides a conceptual framework for explaining how shame is used by terrorist organizations
in their recruitment and radicalization strategies. Shame is a universal emotion, experienced across all cultures,
and as such presents scholars with a platform for easy cross-cultural comparisons of radicalization phenomena.
Terrorist use of entitative identities to divide society into adherents and apostates, particularly in the study of
religious extremists like jihadist entities, provides a verdant ground of understanding how organizations move
people into higher states of radicalization, and potentially enticing them to engage in terrorism. However, as an
aversive emotion, shame’s taboo status has, it is suggested here, led scholars to overlook its role in past studies
of radicalization. This article postulates that emotions and identity are an integral aspect of the social self, and
because of shame’s regulatory power over social identity and norm adherence, it should be at the core of the study
of radicalization processes.
Keywords: Radicalization, Recruitment, Religion, Shame, Social Identity, Terrorism
Introduction
Despite the development of a robust global counter-terrorism regime in the post-9/11 era, radicalization
continues to present a clear and present danger to societies around the world. Interdisciplinary efforts have
yielded promising avenues to be explored, such as the emotional and psychological mechanisms that affect
the social identities of human beings.[1] Given this, and knowing that no unique biographical terrorist profile
exists, there is a need to expand the radicalization literature to include more emotional mechanisms to better
understand how individuals come to embrace the extreme and violent belief systems threatening societies
around the world.[2]
Shame, an oft understudied emotion with powerful influence on the self, presents a compelling avenue to
explore, given its near universal applicability to all cultural settings.[3] Emotions and identity, through an
understanding of the social aspect of the self and shame’s regulatory power on norm adherence, can provide
a better understanding of radicalization processes. While modern scholarship has largely overlooked shame’s
role in radicalization as a mechanism used by terrorist organizations, Fyodr Dostoyevsky’s The Demons tackles
the issue directly, illustrating how deficiencies in the self, such as sexual fetishes and collectively committing a
murder, can help cement a secret terrorist cell’s motivation to conduct a revolution.[4] Why is it that a Russian
novelist was able to pinpoint the complex emotion that drove terrorism in his day, but modern scholars often
overlook the same emotion? In the many years since Dostoyevsky’s classic was published, the colloquial and
academic use of shame in describing emotional states has receded in favor of its hyponymic relatives, such
as humiliation, guilt, and anger. According to Scheff, shame’s taboo nature in our modern society may play a
role in shame’s decline.[5] Shame’s taboo is so powerful it is often avoided as a discussion topic even on the
conceptual level.[6]
This exploratory article will cast aside such concerns and attempt to peel back the complexity of shame as
it relates to terrorist organizations’ radicalization strategies. It will address what constitutes shame, through
the emotion’s associated appraisals, tendencies, and goals, and why it is a critically overlooked component in
the radicalization process.[7] With both concepts established, this article will explore how radicalization and
shame are related to identity formation and narrative framing, and briefly explore two cases. Finally, the article
will contribute a conceptual outline of how terrorist organizations use shame-based narratives and shame’s
unique nature to advance a radical identity within an established in-group, a process that has become known
as radicalization.
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Radicalization
Like terrorism and most other complex social science concepts, radicalization does not have a clearly agreed
upon definition.[8] A general consensus has emerged that, in terms of the radicalization process, what individuals
believe is less important than how they come to believe it.[9] Additionally, extant literature supports the notion
that radicalization can be understood as a phenomenon that can manifest itself cognitively and behaviorally,
and generally holds no set or shared profile as to who may become radicalized.[10] Understanding how an
individual comes to a new worldview that is relationally radical to the mainstream of the society requires an
examination of mechanisms.[11]
Three critical definitions can provide a robust framework for conceptualizing the role of shame within
radicalization. First, Hafez and Mullins argue that cognitive radicalization is more widespread than its behavioral
counterpart, and is defined by “acquiring values, attitudes, and political beliefs that deviate sharply from those of
mainstream society.”[12] Similarly, McCauley and Moskalenko posit the radicalization process as a “change in
beliefs, feelings, and behaviors in directions that increasingly justify intergroup violence and demand sacrifice
in defense of the ingroup.”[13] And Horgan defines radicalization as “the social and psychological process of
incrementally experienced commitment to extremist political or religious ideology.”[14] It is critical to note
that these definitions do not seek to claim that the use of violence is a necessary outcome of radicalization.[15]
Acknowledging that radicalization is not a deterministic pathway to terrorism is critical for the understanding
of shame as a radicalization mechanism and fits within the general consensus of radicalization as nondeterministic.[16]
Moreover, scholarly pursuits to find direct causal explanations for radicalization have largely failed.[17]
Alternative approaches have reached a consensus that there are many unique pathways and mechanisms that
can coalesce into necessary conditions for radicalization.[18] Importantly, radicalization mechanisms have been
identified as a useful way to study how someone comes to a radical belief, which incorporates psychological,
neurological, and physical stimuli.[19] Interestingly, in their mechanisms-based approach, McCauley and
Moskalenko examine humiliation, anger, hate, facing personal demons, and other similar concepts related to
shame in both the individual and collective, but fail to address shame directly.[20] This suggests two important
factors. First, emotions are a valid and critical mechanism in the understanding of radicalization.[21] Second,
shame is routinely overlooked by radicalization scholars in studying how organizations and movements recruit
and radicalize.
Discursive approaches are uniquely relevant when examining the issue of radicalization through the emotional
framework.[22] Critically, the discursive approach suggested by Costanza, provides a deeply contextual
analysis that seeks to limit the Western bias that pervades the field of radicalization studies. Costanza argues
that because individuals are embedded within society, and vice versa, our models to assess radicalization must
incorporate that unique and personal dynamic. Narratives, according to Costanza, establish “a standard of
conformity in which an individual must decide to either leave the group or share in the doctrinally established
group narrative.”[23]
Radicalization, therefore, can best be understood as a culturally contextual and highly personal experience,
governed by norms, rules, and societal expectations. When radical entities seek to establish deviant norms
from the majority norms, narratives used aid in forcing individuals to choose between the old and the new
identity. Thus, emotions and identity, being firmly rooted in the social aspect of the self, should be at the core
of the study of radicalization processes.
Shame
The first challenge in understanding shame’s role within radicalization is overcoming the traditional aspects
of shame that are associated with escape, aversion, and avoidance.[24] Because radicalization narratives are
conventionally understood to be aimed at motivating individuals, emotions that are negatively oriented, such
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as shame, are not immediately and logically connected to radicalization studies. Shame is a taboo, an often
subconscious emotion, which is triggered by self-reflection.[25] That some scholars suggest shame requires
self-reflection should not dismiss shame from a central focus in radicalization studies, as it may be one of
the most powerful and extensive emotion humans can experience.[26] The power of shame comes from
its ability to deeply challenge the core self with or without public exposure, separating it from other selfconscious emotions like humiliation and guilt, which are social reactions to an exposure of wrongdoing or
failure.[27] And according to Thomaes, et al., shame can leave people feeling “strongly devalued, inferior, and
exposed.”[28] It is commonly associated with internal attributions for a failure of the stable self, but also with
external attributions of a failure of the self. It is connected to a need to prevent public exposure, or the potential
exposure, of a self-failure.[29] Shame evokes action tendencies such as “defensiveness, interpersonal separation,
and distance.”[30] In the context of the socialized radicalization analysis model proposed by Costanza, shame’s
role within the social-self interaction makes it a highly valuable emotion from which to assess radicalization
processes.
Furthermore, shame is strongly associated with norm regulation through the concern of how others view
the self, particularly the concern that others view one as deficient due to an inability to live up to norms.
[31] According to Pivetti, Camodeca, and Rapino, “shame and guilt are generally considered to be the most
important adaptive moral, or social, emotions, because they tend to assure the adherence to social norms
through their internalization, without requiring the use of external sanctions.”[32] Based on the need to meet
certain societal expectations or uphold the norms (morals and belief systems), when the total self (and not just
a specific aspect of the self) fails to meet these standards, one may individually assign failure to the self or fear
that public exposure will bring social pain. Internalization of shame will lead to preemptive attempts to avoid
the public exposure; therefore, the overarching goal of shame is to avoid public and peer devaluation.[33]
In most cases, social pain may result in a casting out from the majority group, but in circumstances where the
social norms are set by more extreme actors, it can be accompanied by physical ramifications (e.g., honorkillings in ultra-conservative Muslim communities or labeling as an apostate by radical ideological terrorist
organizations). These failures are rooted in an understanding that their existence runs counter to mainstream
values and beliefs.[34] Therefore, when individuals assign a failure to meet standards of a stable internal factor
of the self (e.g. being a homosexual in a deeply conservative household), rather than an external factor (e.g.,
interference by another person) or an unstable factor of the self (e.g., a failed effort), shame will be evoked.[35]
When strategically deployed, shame’s inherent power over the individual can have devastating consequences.
Yet, its taboo nature has led to it being drastically understudied as an organizational tool in recruitment and
radicalization.
Another aspect of shame that lends promise to the study of radicalization is its long-term impact, or its emotional
sentiment.[36] According to Halperin, emotional sentiments exist as a baseline state toward a “person, group,
or symbol that is unrelated to any specific action or statement by this object.”[37] Discrete emotional responses
and long-term sentiments can take the same form, suggesting that long-term communal failures of identity
can imprint and be ‘spiked’ by recurring events that mimic traumatic shame-incidents in a collective identity’s
shared history.[38] This is supported by Tracy & Robins’ research, which found that individuals routinely
exposed to shame, “may learn to regulate it by making external attributions.”[39] Essentially, shame-prone
individuals will escape the conscious acknowledgement of shame within the self, and instead will unconsciously
blame others for their failure.[40]
Additionally, Tracy & Robins state that if one does not externalize the blame for failures, then they “may need
to adopt a long-term strategy of behavioral modification (e.g., working toward becoming a different kind of
person).”[41] The implications of shame’s role as a strategically employed mechanism for radicalization by
terrorist organizations is apparent in relation to ingroup-outgroup dynamics and identity formation tactics.
Exploitation of this condition of shame may be best understood through theories such as: framing theory,
which holds strong value in cognitive psychological processes; and uncertainty-identity theory, which suggests
that when individuals are uncertain in their identity of the self, they may turn toward more extreme sources of
identity to achieve closure.[42] This will be explored in the discussion section of this article. Furthermore, if
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framing narratives are meant to evoke specific emotional responses in a populace toward action, and adopting
a worldview, then we can also understand strategic invocations of historic shame-incidents as a means of
externally applied norm regulation. Additionally, the lack of resolution for specific shame-incidents may create
a festering wound in a shared identity that is free to be re-opened by radicalizers at will.
It is important to note that shame is often used interchangeably with guilt or humiliation (including within the
clinical setting), and distinctions from guilt and humiliation stem from the individual appraisal of a shameinducing event.[43] According to June Tangney, differentiation between the two emotions is delicate, but
important, and when people feel shame, “they feel badly for themselves; when people feel guilt, they feel badly
about a specific behavior.”[44] This presents unique challenges to past research (e.g. fury studies) that utilized
shame’s hyponymic cousins - anger and humiliation.[45] However, while this is beyond the scope of this article,
the potential of incorrect categorization of such similar emotions in past research on radicalization should be
addressed in future research.
What we can infer from the assessment of shame’s emotional uniqueness is that shame is an immensely
powerful and formative emotion. Moreover, shame-based narratives are powerful for pushing individuals
toward accepting a new worldview, particularly if the social pain derived from non-conformity is amplified
with a threat to an individual’s safety, stemming from moral transgressions and norm violations.[46] Second,
when an individual’s social value derives from an ingroup that is beset by a terrorist narrative that seeks to
divide the ingroup into adherents to their worldview and those that are in a state of impropriety, conditions for
the utilization of shame as a recruitment and radicalization mechanism emerge.[47]
The Conceptual Application of Shame to Radicalization Studies
Theoretical Connection
As the study of radicalization has largely shifted from examining what people believe, to how they come to
believe it, there is clear value in considering shame as an emotional mechanism within a process of incremental
adoption and commitment to a radical identity and worldview.[48] Emotional mechanisms provide a strong
understanding of how someone comes to believe something, and in ongoing conflicts, they can shed light on
the contributing radicalization factors within an individual or within communities that go unnoticed due to
their repressed taboo nature.[49] Terrorist organizations, like al- Qaeda or the Islamic State, routinely engage
in use of emotion-based narratives in their recruitment and radicalization strategies.[50] For example, in an
online statement released in March 2010, al-Qaeda’s infamous radicalizer, Anwar al-Awlaki, posed the following
question to American Muslims:
With the American invasion of Iraq and continued U.S. aggression against Muslims, I could not
reconcile between living in the U.S. and being a Muslim, and I eventually came to the conclusion that
jihad against America is binding upon myself just as it is binding on every other Muslim....
To the Muslims in America, I have this to say: How can your conscience allow you to live in peaceful
coexistence with a nation that is responsible for the tyranny and crimes committed against your own
brothers and sisters?[51]
Such questions within jihadist recruitment narratives are designed to stoke uncertainty within the dual identity
nature of Muslim Americans. In referencing the conscience and juxtaposing a shared proto-Muslim worldview
against the framed immorality of the host nation (in this case, America), al-Awlaki and his fellow jihadist
ideologues hope to shame listeners into abandoning their attachment to the American identity and taking
up arms to rectify its wrongdoings. Such pleas are supported by an internal ‘awakening’ by al-Awlaki who
determined that his identity could not support both American and Muslim values in his total self. On the other
hand, Muslim Americans who believe the teachings of al-Awlaki to be repugnant, may find it shameful to learn
that there are Muslim Americans who agree with him, or that he himself was American. To resolve such painful
revelations, they may distance themselves from challenging these individuals, or ignore the contentious topic
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altogether.
The following discussion of how shame may play a central role in terrorist organizations’ upstream recruitment
and radicalization strategies is not intended to be an exhaustive exploration of the interaction between the
two subjects. On the contrary, shame’s near universal presence in our lives and its need for self-reflection
suggest that its role within radicalization is likely present across the process as a whole, and not just in discrete
applications. [52]
First, shame’s ability to impact identity through peer devaluation and outgroup blame merits significant
attention by scholars. Analysis of terrorist organizations’ use of shame can, and should, be conducted on both
the individual and group level. Individual and collective experiences of shame are easily exploitable by those
seeking to affix an entitative identity onto as many recruits as possible. The nexus between shame’s concern
over others’ perception of one’s self and the role groups play in protecting the self through affiliation with an
identity group that provides the individual with a positive association, suggest a widespread presence of the use
of shame in individuals’ pursuit of a group identity which may affirm their worldview, and the use of shame to
increase the group’s identity narrative in a radical context.[53]
Uncertainty-identity theory provides a strong conceptualization of the relationship between shame and
“motivational underpinnings of social identity processes.”[54] Because uncertainty is an aversive sentiment, it
motivates one to take action at reducing uncertainty, particularly those uncertainties that relate to the self.[55]
Most notably, attachment to entitative groups (a pure representation of the ingroup identity) present a clear
resolution to the uncertainty of the self ’s categorization within the social sphere.[56] These narratives seek
to dismiss those within the ingroup that would, if given the proper platform or enough power, dismantle the
entitative argument of the terrorist organization.
This is remarkably like the action tendencies of shame, which seek to reduce uncertainty over the potential
publicization of moral transgressions and the effect that may have on one’s social standing.[57] Because
shame is a cognitive emotion that requires self-reflection, when narratives that seek to force a dichotomous
identity upon an ingroup emerge from terrorist organizations, an unconscious or conscious questioning of
an individual’s sense of attachment to the shared identity will occur, particularly if they center on morality
and norm violation.[58] In such circumstances, when one perceives the ingroup as having positive moral
value, adopting those values may provide an avenue to resolve the uncertainty the moral shaming instigated.
However, complete avoidance of the shame will likely occur among those that are more concerned with their
social image rather than the violation of the moral norm.[59]
Shame Narratives
Additionally, radicalization narratives are not only meant to attract people who are already sympathetic to
a terrorist cause but are also meant to divide populations into two groups: sympathizers (and thus potential
recruits) and apostates. Apostates, or those who reject the moral identity of the entitative group, thus serve
the terrorist agenda by providing a foil against which organizations can attach a negative image to that which
threatens the entitative identity they promote. The goal of shame, to distance one’s self from social pain, thus
presents terrorist organizations with a strong tool of societal division, particularly when attached to an entitative
narrative.[60] Once the societal division has been established, norm violation narratives become an even
more effective tool, particularly if the entitative group utilizes previously shared identity factors like a shared
religious or nationalist outlook. In situations where identity is multifaceted, such as religio-nationalist or ethnonationalist, the effectiveness of shame-based entitative group narratives may be particularly pronounced.
In addition to shame’s ingroup role in identification with entitative groups, its relation to norm regulation exposes
how radical narratives may find footholds in otherwise ‘normal’ individuals and inoculate communities. The
method by which terrorist organizations can utilize shame for norm regulation depends on how the narrative
is framed within societies.[61] Examples of these types of narratives exist in jihadist framings of conflicts
wherein the concept of the global ummah is evoked as a blanket identity for all Muslims, whereby anyone who
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does not seek to act in its protection against aggressors are considered inferior Muslims and possibly apostates.
Such narratives may evoke a sense of failure of the self within recipients of the message because much of
the narrative is rooted in an already shared worldview via vessels like Quranic texts, shame’s typical goals of
distancing become difficult if not impossible to achieve without also rejecting the stable self. Thus, it is entirely
possible that an acceptance of the radical narrative becomes easier than rejecting the stable aspects of the self
that is deemed to be a failure, thus fulfilling the action tendencies of shame through an unexpected pathway.
Importantly, the application of entitative, or vanguard, narratives to encourage popular support of a more
radical identity is not confined to the Islamic world’s internal jihadist challenge to the Muslim identity. Like
shame itself, entitative and vanguard narratives are found across most forms of social movements and extremist
entities. For example, extreme Israeli settler factions have long utilized a similar narrative that seeks to diminish
the majority of the Israeli populace who do not support a stronger adherence to the Greater Land of Israel
ideology. Shame is applied in their invocation of narratives that the Government of Israel will at times act as a
Nazi-esque regime bent on preventing the ‘true’ Jewish nation from emerging.[62]
Additionally, in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, various shame-incidents are routinely evoked by both sides
in their cultural framing of the necessity for in-group adherence and promotion. From the Palestinian side,
the Nakba (the great tragedy and failure to stop expulsion of Arabs at the hands of the Zionists) continues to
justify a strong ingroup defense against the ‘other’ (Israeli Zionists) which subjected the ingroup to a shameful
status.[63] The shame in this instance is a failure to be strong enough to stop the tragedy that befell those who
shared the ingroup identity. Radicalizing narratives thus attempt to capitalize on this open sore by stating that
a stronger, more self-sufficient Palestinian effort is required to atone for this past failure. Most importantly,
anyone who disagree with this approach can be shamed as ‘collaborators’ or ‘sympathizers’ with the Israelis.
On the other side of the conflict, Israeli settlers use similar narrative ploys to exploit nearly identical shameincidents. In Hebron, the 1929 massacre continues to serve as a recruitment and radicalization agent for
individuals to justify aggressive activities that fit a minimal definition of radical behavior.[64] What we can
infer from the actions taken is that these individuals have accepted the worldviews on both sides that they must
act to atone for past failures of the collective self to prevent an incident from occurring. Failure to have been
prepared for the event is a failure internally and collectively, and, as suggested by Tracy & Robins, the shame
of the event is shifted almost simultaneously into an anger at an outgroup.[65] While studies have examined
these types of incidents and grievances from the perspective of a humiliation motivation, there is a need to
look deeper as these types of events. This suggests a longer impact on the individual(s) and thus constitutes
an emotional sentiment rather than a discrete emotional response to a specific event or recurring events.[66]
Moreover, these group-based expressions of shame run parallel to individual capabilities to experience shame
over the same issues, and both act as norm regulators by rejecting individual failure to adhere to the belief as
incompatible with what constitutes a proper Palestinian or Israeli outlook. Additionally, these narratives serve
as bulwarks against perceived threats against the ingroup’s identity and thus against the norms and values to
which they adhere.[67] For those who identify as Israeli, rejection by other Israelis for not supporting the idea
that Jews should live in Biblical Jewish lands can lead to the appraisal that they will experience social pain
should that opinion be made public. Equally, Palestinians who do not share the belief in the so-called “right
to return” may asses that the social pain associated with publicization of their disagreement will be met with
ostracization. Ultimately, both sides may find that agreeing with the narrative, or saying nothing at all, is easier
than attempting to debate the topic internally, which may bring down social repercussions. While these cases
are not the same in terms of degree to terrorist organizational uses of shame, they demonstrate how communal
beliefs can justify adoption of more extreme narratives.
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Shame as a Terrorist Tool
In further exploring the social devaluation aspect of shame, we can look at efforts like jihadist’s da’wa recruitment.
In the United Kingdom, the al-Muhajiroun network’s (and its successors’) street da’wa recruitment efforts
offer a unique opportunity to examine the application of shame in recruitment and radicalization efforts. AlMuhajiroun embraces a stringent entitative narrative of ingroup-outgroup conflict between Islam and the West.
[68] The commitment to the identity extends beyond words through physical appearances which signify a ‘true’
Muslim, such as traditional Islamic garb, beards, and other items which essentially create an easily identifiable
uniform of the adherent Muslim. Furthermore, according to al-Muhajiroun, true Islam is incompatible with
secular nationalism, and thus any Muslim that claims to be British cannot also be a true Muslim, and thus is
inferior to the al-Muhajiroun’s members. Such a challenge to the stable self will drive uncertainty, and even the
slightest uncertainty can cognitively open the recipients to doubts about their own worldview.[69]
The organization’s action repertoire utilizes a street-level peer-to-peer advocacy for their radical worldview
and identity.[70] By challenging people in the streets with their bullhorn style of proselytizing, al-Muhajiroun’s
agents thrust the exposed individual into a reflection of the self. Peer devaluation and social pain is not a
potential in these circumstances, but is instead immediate and unavoidable given the intimacy of the encounters,
decreasing options to achieve shame’s goal orientations such as distancing, removal and avoidance.[71]
As evidenced by watching the al-Muhajiroun network’s online da’wa videos, most targets of the network’s
proselytizing will slide by and avoid any confrontation, clearly uncomfortable with the brazen display of radical
perceptions which deeply contradict British norms and values. For those passersby who are Muslim and identify
more strongly with a pluralistic British-Muslim identity, perceptions of how most British citizens view alMuhajiroun’s representation of Muslims may evoke a sense of shame for being associated with such perverted
understandings of what constitutes a ‘true’ Muslim, and may lead to disengagement and unwillingness to
challenge the al-Muhajiroun activists. In contemporary thinking of radicalization wherein the narrative failed
to attract support, this would preclude the street da’wa as a success. However, when we consider that shame can
act as a mechanism to both attract and push away people, such brazen and aggressive narratives actually benefit
the organizational needs of groups like al-Muhajiroun. Essentially, if such efforts by al-Muhajiroun yield one
recruit out of every 50 people that walk by, they have also created 49 individuals who aren’t actively banding
together against their narrative to the product al-Muhajiroun’s members are selling.[72] This is a crucial victory
for entitative groups, as overcoming their relative weakness as a minority status is their greatest challenge.
Framing Shame
To understand how to analyze shame within the radicalization process, it is important to understand the benefit
of emotions-based narrative framing. Hafez’s case study highlights the use of emotional narratives within
Iraq to mobilize recruits into conducting suicide bombings on behalf of terrorist organizations.[73] Hitting
the nail on the head, Hafez explains how these narratives “exaggerate mistreatment of women and appeal to
the masculinity of men” to shame them into action.[74] Suicide bombers, were given an elevated status of
“extraordinary moral beings who make the ultimate sacrifice” on behalf of the greater in-group identity, the
Muslim nation.[75]
The organizations Hafez highlighted in his study used narratives like global persecution of Muslims by Western
“crusaders,” failures of Muslim governments to protect against these persecutions (as well as their complicity in
the persecutions), and the promotion of the martyrdom of Muslims that have fought and sacrificed themselves
to protect the ingroup identity.[76] The purpose is to “weave together these three narratives to suggest a
deleterious condition that requires immediate action, offer an explanation of the causes of this persistent
condition, and present the necessary solution to overcome the problem.”[77] Hafez argues that “humiliation
is at the heart of the mobilizing narratives of insurgents” due to imagery that highlights violations of Iraqi and
Muslim norms (i.e., deaths of their women and children, the fall of the Iraqi government, military targeting
of mosques during prayers, U.S. soldiers shooting or denigrating Iraqi insurgents by stepping on their backs,
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and more).[78] Furthermore, Hafez asserts that these images are designed to “personalize the suffering and
heighten the sense of powerlessness and indignations that many Muslims feel.”[79] Such narratives are the gold
standard in understanding how uncertainty over one’s status quo can be pushed toward radical worldviews
through shame-inducing imagery and framings.
What Hafez describes is a clear attempt to manipulate the emotional sentiment of shame within the Iraqi and
broader Muslim identity. Moreover, Hafez highlights a specific hymn that is chanted in insurgent videos which
states:
With the Sharp Weapon of Truth
We will liberate the lands of the free
And bring back purity to the land of Jerusalem
After the humiliation and shame. [80]
What is abundantly clear from this passage and the study conducted by Hafez on the role that framing plays in
radicalization efforts by terrorist organizations, is the direct and intentional use of shame as a mobilizing and
radicalizing agent. The study also highlights the use of entitative narratives which promote ingroup divisions
between Sunni and Shia Muslims, and labels Iraqi security forces as “collaborators” of the American forces.[81]
Shame’s Role in Justifying Violence
Lastly, in tackling the potential link between shame and the justification for violence, scholarly efforts should
turn to theories such as the shame-rage spiral for explanation.[82] Through its combination with framing
narratives, this theory may shed light on how terrorist organizations can condition an ingroup to be accepting
of violent actions to alleviate or preempt the social pain that could emerge in an ‘other’-imposed shame
incident. Doojse et al. assert that virtually all ingroups perceive themselves as morally superior and when
threats manifest against that superiority, it could provoke a feeling of shame, making it easier to cognitively
accept violence to forcibly reject the perceived threat.[83]
Additionally, long-term collective shame sentiments framed by terrorist organizations, such as the ineptness of
Muslim regimes in protecting their land against Western invasions, present particularly rich mines of emotive
sentiment to draw upon for mobilizing individuals towards radical states and a willingness to justify violence.
Failures that are transformed into external blame may become a source of anger that is prompted by an effort
to internally escape the necessary self-reflection to process the shame event that is occurring.[84] Prolonged
exposure to shame may lead to shame proneness within affected communities and increased “anger arousal,
irritability, and indirect hostility.”[85] As of yet, there remains no indication that this shamed into anger state
of mind may lead to direct aggression, though it does suggest that individuals suffering from a shame-anger
emotional state could be more susceptible to narratives which help direct blame of negative events to external
targets.
In terms of jihadist radicalization, narratives that seek to establish a defensive jihad justification may declare
the need to deploy violent tactics or intimidation tactics in preemption of another Western effort that could
bring shame upon Islam or Muslims globally. By asking the global ummah to mobilize, these narratives seek
to cast those who do not act as complicit in perpetuating shame upon the collective Muslim identity. The
connection between the long-term stable self ’s failure to adhere to expected norms of collective defense of the
broader ingroup identity and the entitative identity narrative provide terrorist organizations with an immensely
influential tool. This may also explain why previous radicalization models portray the increasing assumption
of the entitative identity and actions in its defense as a deterministic pathway to terror.
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In a stark example of how shame-based activities and narratives can influence individual actions, al-Mahjiroun
was linked ideologically to the murderers of British soldier Lee Rigby. Both attackers, Michael Adebowale
and Michael Adebolajo, had attended al-Mahjiroun rallies and demonstrations.[86] Adebolajo, it was later
revealed, received direct tutoring from Omar Bakri Mohammad, the founder of al-Muhjiroun.[87] One of
the issues that motivated the recent convert to Islam, according to Bakri Mohammad, was the invasion of Iraq
and Afghanistan by American-led Western forces.[88] Narrative calls to defend against the West’s invasion
of those two countries are in no short supply, and there is a strong likelihood that the oft-angered Adebolajo
was struggling with the shame surrounding the injustices he perceived associated with those invasions. Many
others like Adebolajo exist, and not just in the context of jihadism. Shame is a universal emotion and its study
within radicalization should extend to other radicalization case studies, especially those that can be described
as attitudinal radicalization, wherein justification of violence is accepted, but the use of violence has not yet
materialized.[89]
Conclusion
This search for a hidden underlying factor that may predispose some individuals and communities to
radicalization narratives has identified shame, a self-conscious emotion which manifests itself unconsciously
at times, as a potential missing link in more upstream aspects of process-based radicalization models.
In addition, it is distinctly possible that individuals and communities routinely exposed to compelling shame
narratives and events may carry with them an emotional sentiment of shame that exists more persistently than
the discrete emotional experiences a single event may evoke. This persistent emotional predisposition can be
kindling for terrorist organizations keen on exploiting cultural, religious and political shifts. For example, in
looking beyond the case of al-Muhajiroun to other circumstances of recent domestic radicalization challenges,
long-term shame sentiments may play a role in understanding the phenomena of second and third generation
extremism in European countries such as France and Belgium, two countries recently beset by waves of terrorist
attacks perpetrated by Muslims with an immigration background in their families. To uncover the impact of
long-term shame narratives on radicalization, future research should employ empirical assessments of outlets
like al Qaeda’s Inspire and the Islamic State’s Dabiq magazines to assess how shame is situated and exploited in
the texts. Additionally, examinations of prominent radicalizers like Anwar al-Awlaki’s statements for shame
narratives could provide more robust support to the theoretical connections suggested in this article.
Most critically, future research should not shy away from expanding the role of shame beyond the immediate
threats posed by jihadist terrorist organizations, as shame’s universal presence suggests a broader role in political
extremism for this taboo emotion. The rise of right-wing nationalist groups and political parties expressing
their own distinct identity as a justification for expelling or maligning those they deem unfit to be part of the
community and therefore generally acceptable, should place shame firmly in the exploration of emotional
mechanisms which attract, mobilize and then exploit people through radicalization. In addition, future research
should also examine, in tandem, shame’s paired emotion – pride. Perceptions of ingroup superiority should not
be separated from perceptions of shame. If at one end of a pendular spectrum exists the complete withdrawal
from a shared identity due to shame, the other end logically would be the complete attachment to a collective
identity due to pride. The two should be explored together and in their interactions.
In conclusion, some terrorist organizations have knowingly, and others perhaps unknowingly, utilized this
extremely powerful emotional taboo to exploit societal schisms and drive recruitment and radicalization.
Shame gives these organizations a lever to cognitively break into their self and open them up for their radical
narrative. Framing conflicts or an ‘other’ as a perpetrator of routine and historic injustices against the society
can create a sense of failure of the stable self for not doing more to protect the in-group image and allow for
externalization of blame and anger. Moreover, targeted messaging and personal interactions are heightened in
their narrative ploys when shame is deployed via peer devaluation, the core tenet of shame’s aversion tendency.
In sum, shame deserves a more central place in explanations of both individual and collective radicalization.
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Spaces, Ties, and Agency: The Formation of Radical Networks
by Stefan Malthaner
Abstract:
The literature on radicalization as well as studies on participation in high-risk activism have emphasized the role
of personal ties and radical networks in shaping pathways towards political violence. Yet, our knowledge about
how these radical networks are formed remains limited. Drawing on an in-depth case study of the network around
the so-called “Sauerland-Group” in Germany, this article examines patterns of network-formation, focusing on: (i)
the role and function of different types of social ties in creating and sustaining radical networks; (ii) the importance
of different spaces and events in initiating and reinforcing connections between activists; and (iii) the role of
individual agency and pro-active connection-making in this process. In a more general sense, this article seeks to
contribute to a better understanding of radicalization as a relational process, emphasizing the fact that individual
trajectories are closely interlinked with radical networks as the dynamic setting of jihadist micro-mobilization.
This network facilitates and shapes pathways into violent activism and at the same time is created and constantly
re-shaped by militant activists.
Keywords: Radicalization, Networks, Jihadism, Radical Milieus, Germany

Introduction
That relationships and social networks matter is a rather well-established finding in research on radicalization.
Drawing, in part, on earlier works in the field of social movement studies, authors like Marc Sageman and
Quintan Wiktorowicz among numerous others have pointed out that participation in acts of political violence is
also the result of pre-existing personal ties to militant activists, processes of socialization in radical movements,
and small-group dynamics in clandestine cells.[1] Yet, despite these advances, our knowledge about how these
networks are formed remains limited, which is partly due to a lack of adequate data, but also results from the fact
that radicalization is often studied with a focus on individual characteristics and trajectories.[2] That networkformation processes are of particular relevance to the study of radicalization becomes clear if we look at the
phenomenon of jihadist radicalization in the West, which often (if not always) starts as a “bottom-up”-process
in which individuals radicalize within the loose context of a broader Salafist movement and actively seek to
establish contacts with like-minded activists, with whom they form informal and largely autonomous radical
networks, before they initiate ties with jihadist organizations abroad or, in some instances, carry out violent
attacks on their own.[3] In other words, rather than representing a process of “being recruited” into an existing
militant group, radicalization, in this case, often follows a rather complex, dynamic pattern in which the main
social settings of radicalization – informal radical networks – emerge and evolve as part of the process.
Drawing on an in-depth case study of the network around the so-called “Sauerland-Group”, a group of four
young men who were arrested in Germany in September 2007, this paper examines the formation of radical
“grassroots”-networks as a setting of jihadist radicalization in Europe. Building on the recent literature at the
intersection of social movement studies and research on political violence, it focuses on three elements in
the process of network-formation: (i) the role and function of different types of social ties in creating and
sustaining radical networks; (ii) the importance of different types of spaces, settings, and events in initiating
and reinforcing connections and social relations between activists; and (iii) the role of individual agency and
pro-active connection-making in this process. This implies conceiving of individuals not as passive objects of
radicalizing influences exerted by a (static) social environment, but as entrepreneurs actively creating the ties
and networks that then become the setting of their radicalization. In a more general sense, this article thus
seeks to contribute to our understanding of radicalization as a relational process by emphasizing the fact that
individual trajectories are closely and dynamically interlinked with emerging radical networks.
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The limits of this research-design are obvious. As a single case study – even one that comprises more than 40
individuals and three separate local clusters – the mechanisms and patterns identified in the analysis are not
generalizable. However, the article nevertheless seeks to identify potentially recurrent mechanisms and to offer
a theoretical perspective that can be relevant to the study of political violence more generally, while being aware
that specific processes in particular cases will differ with respect to the relative role of these mechanism as well
as in their overall trajectory.
At the outset, a note on some of the central concepts used in the analysis is in order. The term “radicalization”
is used here in the sense of violent radicalization, to refer to processes leading to acts of political violence. As
a more thorough conceptual debate, which would need to address the complex relation between cognitive
and behavioral aspects of radicalization (radicalization of beliefs vs. radicalization of actions) as well as the
fact that radicalization is a fundamentally social process (of joining and disengaging),[4] is beyond the scope
of this article, suffice it to say that “radicalization” will, in the following, denote to the composite processes by
which, as Borum put it, “people come to adopt beliefs that not only justify violence but compel it, and how
they progress – or not – from thinking to action”.[5] The term “radical networks” is used here in the sense of
emergent patterns of informal social relationships between activists participating, or seeking to participate, in
militant forms of action.[6] It is important to note that in research on terrorism, the term “network” has been
used in various and quite different ways. In addition to the notion of networks as informal radical “grassrootsnetworks” adopted here, the term has also been used to describe the overall structure of particular terrorist
groups, structured along a more horizontal, de-centralized pattern of semi-autonomous groups and individuals
coordinated by central nodes (i.e. al Qaeda as a transnational network).[7]
Social Ties and Radical Networks in Research on Radicalization
As mentioned above, network-approaches have been popular in studies on participation in protest movements
as well as in more recent research on radicalization. Numerous works refer to personal ties and informal radical
networks in order to explain how and why individuals end up participating in acts of violence, pointing, in
particular, to the role of friendship- and kinship relations in facilitating recruitment and to the dynamics of
small groups that become “echo-chambers” for radical beliefs and exert peer-pressure on their members.
[8] Yet, among these studies, only few undertake more serious efforts to contextualize radicalization within
movements and milieus, and even fewer actually analyze the structure or the formation of radical networks,
as most of them conceive of social ties primarily as a factor shaping individual pathways and the adoption of
radical beliefs.[9] In the field of radicalization studies, Quintan Wiktorowicz was one of the first to focus on
how individual trajectories are embedded in broader radical movements, emphasizing not only pre-existing
personal ties that function as a social pathway for joining a militant movement, but also intense processes of
socialization taking place within closed study groups where ideological commitment is reinforced by personal
and emotional ties that render individuals ready to engage in militant action.[10] Even more influential, Marc
Sageman has developed a perspective on jihadist radicalization in the West that takes into account its specific
micro-mobilization settings. He argues that radicalization, in this case, typically takes place as a process driven
by more or less autonomous cliques of like-minded friends in which strong bonds promote loyalty and groupcohesion. These small, tightly knit groups often form in the context of mosques, but then gradually withdraw
from that environment and become the site of intensive interactions (echo chambers), in which radical
perceptions and beliefs are reinforced.[11] Subsequent research has further elaborated upon particular places
and settings of radicalization;[12] and introducing the concept of “radical milieu” Waldmann and Malthaner
have drawn attention to the immediate, supportive environment of militant groups, which also forms the
social context in which individual pathways of radicalization and recruitment are embedded.[13] Moreover,
and a number of empirical case-studies provided valuable insights into the make-up of particular local jihadist
networks,[14] without, however, more systematically examining the patterns in which these networks emerge.
In the field of social movement studies, research on participation in high-risk activism has from quite early on
drawn attention to the fact that individual pathways are structurally embedded within socio-spatial settings
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and networks emerging in the context of broader movements.[15] Donatella della Porta, in particular, has
emphasized the crucial role of radical networks as micro-mobilization settings for militant activism.[16] As
she points out, joining a militant or clandestine group is rarely an isolated, individual process, but is facilitated
and shaped by informal cliques of comrade-friends formed within larger movements and smaller, radical
milieus.[17] While small, dense cliques of activist-friends generate trust and strong ties that encourage highrisk activism, radical milieus also serve as relays, providing connections between militant groups and wider
movements. Della Porta identifies a process of “mobilization of militant networks,” which she describes as “a
mechanism of radicalization in the formation of specific milieus, in which radical practices are accompanied
by cognitive radicalization as well as the development of strong affective ties in small groupings of friendscomrades”.[18] Yet, although della Porta, like few others, recognizes the importance of radical networks in
processes of radicalization, she offers only limited insights into how these networks emerge and evolve.
Analyzing the Formation of Radical Networks: Social Ties, Spaces, and the Role of
Agency
While, in research on mobilization and radicalization, the term “networks” is often used to designate relatively
stable patterns of relationships that allow for collective action, it is important, as Diani and Mische argue, to
highlight their dynamic character, which follows from the fact that networks comprise of social relationships
formed and transformed by interactions: “since networks are constructed through interactions – and interactions
always entail a degree of contingency and fluidity – then of course, networks change”.[19] Particularly in the
case of radical “grassroots”-networks, one should be careful not to reify them as structures determining actions
of the individuals involved, but conceive of networks as the outcome of patterned interactions, comprising ties
that are situationally activated in often contingent interaction settings.[20] It is with this basic understanding
in mind that an attempt is made here to develop a simple conceptual framework to analyze the formation and
evolution of radical networks, specifying forms and functions of social ties and some of the conditions and
mechanisms of their emergence.
Forms of Ties
A first, useful basic distinction, which is well established in the literature on micro-mobilization, is that between
weak ties and strong ties.[21] Strong ties imply prolonged interaction, significant emotional investment, loyalty,
and shared values. Weak ties, conversely, are characterized by lower levels of engagement and commitment
and may consist in mere superficial contacts based on few encounters. Because these establish links between
otherwise unconnected clusters, weak ties are considered crucial in enabling collaboration and the spread of
ideas and information across a broader movement, whereas strong personal ties, which generate trust and
loyalty, are important for recruiting new members into high-risk activism and underground groups.[22] In
other words, weak and strong ties both fulfill crucial but different roles in sustaining political activism as well as
in the formation and expansion of network-connections. Passy further specifies three main functions of social
ties, namely socialization, structural-connection, and decision-shaping.[23] Social relationships shape more
stable patterns of values, norms, and identities (socialization function) as well as more specific and short-term
perceptions and expectations that influence decision-making. The structural-connection function of social
ties, finally, corresponds to the role of personal relations in “structurally” linking potential recruits to other
social activists.
Formation of Ties
With respect to the question of how social ties emerge, a first assumption that can be derived from these
approaches, is that new social ties are often facilitated and created by pre-existing social ties. One gets to know
new people via the friends and acquaintances one already has, which involves a simple mechanic of connectionmaking but also a social dynamic of bestowing familiarity and trust on new relations formed via mutual friends
(who implicitly or explicitly “vouch” for new acquaintances). Thereby, it is important to take into account that
beyond pre-existing social ties that create initial access to social movement activists, important connections are
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also formed at later stages, based on newly formed comrade-friendships and acquaintances in a movement or
in certain milieus, which inter-link different clusters of activists, connect non-militant activists to more radical
cliques, or establish ties with terrorist organizations abroad.
Yet, new ties can also be formed in the absence of direct prior connections, by meeting people in “chance”
encounters. These encounters are facilitated and to some extent “produced” by particular socio-spatial settings,
shared membership in larger organizations or movements, or co-presence at events. In their earlier work on
micro-mobilization, Snow, Zurcher, and Ekland-Olson have emphasized the role of different types of social
settings in facilitating or constraining the formation of connections between movements and potential recruits.
[24] Similarly, in a more recent article, Cross and Snow point out that free spaces created by grassroots activism,
which are to some extent removed from state surveillance, provide spaces for militants to form ties with likeminded radical activists.[25] Thereby, beyond facilitating first encounters, particular social-spatial settings
can also be conducive to the strengthening of relationships, providing safe-spaces for comrade-friendships to
evolve.
Thus, an important element of the analytical framework developed here is the role of socio-spatial settings and
events in facilitating the formation of social ties. Based on their relative openness and the types of relationships
they allow to be formed, Lindekilde, Malthaner, and O’Connor have identified several types of spaces that are of
relevance to processes of radicalization [26]: (a) Neutral spaces are settings of daily life which have no political
or radical content but facilitate encounters and the formation of ties by creating structural proximity between
otherwise unconnected individuals (workplace, gym, school, etc.). (b) Open movement spaces represent spaces
– permanent or temporary (demonstrations, gatherings) – created by activities of the broader (non-militant)
movement, including, for example, mosques or Islam-seminars. As these spaces are accessible for a wide range
of activists and outsiders, and are characterized by a high turnover, they offer opportunities for a broad range
of encounters and foster the formation of new ties between a broad range of hitherto unconnected activists.
(c) Local radical milieus are spaces created by more radical parts of a movement in which a more or less stable
group of people meets and interacts regularly, including settings such as, for example, smaller Islamic centers,
“backstreet”-mosques, or associations around more or less openly radical preachers and activists. While still
accessible for outsiders, they are not as open as the first category of spaces, and newcomers are noted and
scrutinized and mechanisms of social control enforce a certain degree of conformity and limit defection.
These characteristics also mean that they represent to some extent protected spaces that allow for dissident
discourse to be voiced openly; but, at the same time, these are spaces that attract the authorities’ attention and
participation entails that individuals may be identified as “radicals” and become the object of police surveillance
or persecution. A last type, (d) radical micro-settings, are spaces created by smaller radical networks or groups,
composed of sites such as private meeting places or shared apartments. Particularly in later stages in the process
of radicalization, small radical groups tend to separate from larger milieus and meet in private places that
facilitate much more intensive forms of (peer-to-peer) socialization and group deliberation, based on close
and personal relationships, and are accessible to outsiders only if one is introduced by a member of that group.
Thus, establishing new ties is limited to bringing in close personal friends, and the role of these settings is as
much to reinforce established relationships as it is to create new ones. All of these settings are, of course, not
only “real-world” physical spaces, but also can take the form of virtual (online) spaces, such as websites, onlineforums, chat-rooms, and social-network-platforms, which, analogous to the categories described above, can
vary in terms of the openness/restricted nature of access, and their connection-establishing function.
Agency
One of the risks of conceiving of networks in processes of mobilization as simple “conduits” is to ignore the
multivalence of social ties; that is, the fact that relationships can facilitate as well as inhibit participation.[27]
Another, related tendency is to depict individuals as more or less passive objects of social dynamics, in which
ties are formed automatically along a mechanistic logic and individuals’ preferences are shaped by socialization
in cliques and networks that are seen as extant and stable. With respect to the processes in which networks
are formed, this is misleading in two ways. Not only is there a great degree of selectivity and individual choice
about which among a myriad of pre-existing ties and encounters becomes “activated” and significant for a
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person’s subsequent pathway.[28] There exists also a considerable amount of entrepreneurship and initiative
on the part of (at least some) individuals who actively seek to connect certain activists or groups, create and
sustain social relationships and thus establish and maintain radical networks. These represent the setting of
their own micro-mobilization as well as the basis for their militant activism. While pre-existing ties and sociospatial settings facilitate and foster connections and relationships, they are also “made” as a result of deliberate
and goal-oriented actions of individual activists. As a result, particularly (but not only) in the case of jihadist
radicalization in Europe, the distinction between individual pathways of radicalization on the one hand and
the formation of radical networks as their relational setting on the other becomes blurred. As this article seeks
to show, radical networks are built via connections actively formed between individuals in the process of
radicalization, representing the micro-mobilization setting shaping individual pathways and, at the same time,
the outcome of radicalization as a dynamic networking-process.
The Formation of the “Sauerland-Group” and its Radical Network
To illustrate and apply this analytical framework, this article draws on the case of the so-called “SauerlandGroup” and the network from which it emerged. The study is based on a combination of extensive use of
documentary sources, including restricted court documents and police files, a collection of primary sources
(newsletters of local Salafist groups, videos produced by members of the network, letters), and interviews with
police-officers, local Muslim activists and religious leaders, as well as former members and family members
of activists of one of the Salafist milieus connected to the case.[29] Successive stages of network formation,
thereby, are illustrated by charts specifying the most relevant ties as well as milieus and spaces (for legend, see
figure 1 below).
The name “Sauerland-Group” was coined by the press with reference to the area in Germany where the group
was arrested in September 2007 while in the process of preparing explosive devices they were planning to
use in attacks against US military and civilian targets in the country.[30] The three men who were arrested
included two German converts to Islam, Fritz G. and Daniel S., and Adem Y., the latter a son of Turkish Muslim
migrants. A fourth member, Attila S., had left the group shortly before. The four members of the group came
from three different areas in Germany – Frankfurt, Ulm/Neu-Ulm, and Neunkirchen, a smaller town in the
Saarland region – and had been members of local Salafist milieus and smaller friendship groups. Within these
local milieus, small groups of like-minded friends developed, which then became connected to form a largely
autonomous, informal jihadist network, which comprised more than 40 individuals. From that group, more
than a dozen travelled abroad to join armed groups in Afghanistan.
The Formation of Close Bonds in Local Milieus and Friendship Groups
Social ties played a crucial role in initial phases of the trajectories of all four later members of the “SauerlandGroup”, triggering their interest in Islam and linking them to local Salafist[31] milieus or friendship groups.
Yet, the types of connection and their later role in the process were quite different. In two cases (Adem Y.
and Daniel S.) chance encounters in neutral spaces, rather than pre-existing ties, provided initial inspiration
and contacts. Adem Y. started to take a renewed interest in Islam after meeting a colleague at work who was
an observant Muslim and who told him about his religion in long conversations. This brought him to attend
services at a Salafist mosque in the city – an open space of the Salafist movement –, where he met and became
part of a circle of like-minded friends, while contact with his acquaintance from work broke off soon thereafter.
Daniel S. met a young Salafist Muslim while playing basketball in a street-corner and, impressed by his calmness
and self-confidence, became his friend and mentee. In contrast to Adem Y.’s acquaintance who never was part
of a radical milieu, Daniel S.’ Salafist mentor became a member of the emerging jihadist network and eventually
travelled to Afghanistan, too. Together with two or three other young Muslims they formed a close group of
“brothers” in Neunkirchen. They attended a local mosque, but with their increasing radicalization the group
gradually isolated themselves within the (moderate) local Muslim community, making the group – even at this
early stage – the primary setting of radicalization.[32] Fritz G. and Attila S. both found their way to Islam via
pre-existing ties, namely childhood friends who had become observant (Salafist) Muslims. In both cases, these
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friends invited them to their homes, taught them about Islam, and gradually introduced them to the milieu
around the Multi-Kultur-Haus (“Multi-Culture-House”, MKH) in Neu-Ulm.[33] Within that environment,
Attila S. and Fritz G. were not only exposed to a framework of interpretation that emphasized the alleged
global persecution and suffering of Muslims and the glorification of jihad, but also formed relationships with
other young activists, particularly a group around the preacher’s son that organized a religious study circle and
produced a newsletter. For Attila S., Fritz G. became like an older brother and mentor and together with at least
two other individuals they formed a close friendship group that took a more serious interest in violent jihad,
together watching jihadist videos and making plans to join the jihad.[34] While, similar to Adem Y. and Daniel
S., this small clique of jihadist friends gradually became the main locus of their activities. In the case of Fritz G.
and Attila S., the group seemed much more embedded within the local milieu, where many held at least some
sympathies for the mudjahideen in Afghanistan or Iraq.
In other words, radical identities and beliefs were formed in processes at the intersection of – and in interactions
between – small cliques of like-minded friends, the larger milieus in which they had formed, and their broader
social environment.

Figure 1: First Contact and the Formation of Friendship Groups in Local Settings

Figure 2: Local Jihadist Clusters
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Connecting Local Clusters: The Role of Open Movement Spaces and Virtual Spaces
While local Salafist milieus and clusters of activist-friends were crucial in shaping initial stages of the various
pathways of radicalization, the actual jihadist network from which the terrorist cell emerged was formed when
these local clusters became connected and evolved into a trans-local radical network. In this development,
weak ties that had been formed in open spaces of the broader Salafist movement in Germany and Europe,
in particular so-called “Islam-seminars” organized by mainstream-Salafist organizations in different parts
of the country, were important. Although armed jihad was not discussed in these meetings, they provided
opportunities also for radically-inclined activists to meet.[35] In the case of the “Sauerland-Group”-network, a
crucial juncture was a pilgrimage journey to Mekka in January 2005, where the contact between Attila S., Fritz
G., Adem Y. and two other individuals was formed, facilitated by a previous encounter at an Islam seminar in
Bonn.[36] The new-found group spent a great deal of time together during the hajj discussing the jihad, and
agreed to stay in touch later on and to pursue their plans to join the armed struggle together. After several visits
to Frankfurt, Fritz G., Adem Y., and Attila S. decided to travel to Damascus to learn Arabic in the summer
of 2005 (in preparation for the jihad in Iraq, as they thought), where they were joined by several of Adem’s
friends.[37] At the language school in Damascus, a chance encounter also helped to establish the connection
to the cluster in Neunkirchen, when Attila S. met an acquaintance from an Islam-seminar in Bonn who was a
member of the group around Daniel S.[38]

Figure 3: Connecting Local Clusters - Connections Formed in Open Spaces of the Salafist Movement
In other words, weak ties that were formed in open spaces of the broader Salafist movement became crucial in
connecting the separate local clusters and in establishing the connections that gradually evolved into the close
bonds of activist-friendship on which the radical network around the “Sauerland-Group” was built. Thereby,
the formation of the core of the jihadist network also marked a step in individual pathways of radicalization,
towards discursively preparing and eventually realizing the shift from sympathy for jihad to actually engaging
in actions to travel abroad and to join the armed struggle. Forming the network and progressing from beliefs
to actions, thereby, seemed to be inextricable part of one and the same dynamic.
Consolidating the Network, Joining the Jihad: Connecting with Terrorist Organizations Abroad
When the core-network had formed (by summer 2005 in Damascus), several activists quite pro-actively tried
to find ways to participate in the armed struggle abroad. After some failed attempts, the connection through
which the group eventually managed to go to Afghanistan was established, again, via a chance-encounter with
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militants from Azerbaijan in the neighbourhood in Damascus where Adem Y., Fritz G., and the others resided.
[39] They received military training by an Usbek group called the “Islamic Jihad Union” (IJU) in a training
camp in Afghanistan, and it was the local IJU leader who suggested that they return to Germany to carry out
terrorist attacks. Thus, while emerging from a jihadist network that had formed autonomously in Germany, the
creation of the “Sauerland Group” as a terrorist cell was to some extent initiated and directed by an international
jihadist organization.[40] Yet, back in Germany the group was, again, largely autonomous and – although the
attack-plans were kept secret – relied on their network for assistance and support,[41] and remained connected
to that network throughout the entire period up to their arrests. At the same time, they provided others within
the network with contacts to the IJU and organized their trip to Waziristan. In other words, upon their return
from Afghanistan, the network expanded and built an autonomous “jihad-infrastructure”, providing activists
with connections and means to join the armed struggle in Afghanistan. Thereby, they “recruited” mainly via
pre-existing friendship-ties and established spaces that served as radical micro-settings. Particularly Adem
Y. established some kind of new sub-cluster around his previous friendship group in Frankfurt as well as via
acquaintances from Islam-seminars.[42] From March 2007 on, he organized regular get-togethers at his house
to talk about Islam, sometimes with barbecue in the garden, where Adem Y. took aside people who were willing
to join the jihad for preparatory conversations to probe their commitment and to take care of practicalities.[43]

Figure 4: The Expanded Radical Network
Dynamics of Strong Ties and Intensive Interactions in Micro-Settings: The Cell
The terrorist cell represents a distinct micro-setting of radicalization that is characterized by strong ties and
intense interactions among a small (and more or less confined) group of activists. Its function is mainly to
reinforce violent radicalization, sustain commitment, prevent defection, and shape decisions. As mentioned
above, the “Sauerland-Group” kept their plans secret from most members of the jihadist network and, even
though embedded in the network, at the same time formed a very tight core, characterized by close, affective
ties and intensive interaction. This configuration created small-group-dynamics of control and mutual
reinforcement which were clearly instrumental in taking and sustaining their collective decision to carry out
terrorist attacks; as discernible from Adem Y.’s testimony:
“You could note that Abdullah [Daniel S.] had his doubts and wavered a little. […] I think, these were
doubts about whether, from an Islamic point of view, everything [the attacks] was all right. […] We
then clarified this and explained to him […] that these doubts were from his [inner] devil. We told
him that he has to focus on his objective.”[44]
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What this statement seems to suggest, is that the “shift from beliefs to action” is not a one-step event, but a
continuing process of commitment to action, preparation, and actual violent act, that needs to be sustained in
the face of doubts over the legitimacy of violence as well as in the face of technical or logistical set-backs. The
terrorist cell, then, is the social configuration that is created in, and sustains, this process.
Conclusions: The Formation of Radical Networks and Pathways of Radicalization
Addressing a gap in the current literature on radicalization and jihadist micro-mobilization, this article
examined the emergence of radical “grass-roots” networks from which militant groups emerge. It developed an
analytical framework that focuses on three elements to explain processes of network formation: different forms
and functions of social ties, the particular socio-spatial settings in which these ties are formed, and the role of
individual agency in creating ties and forming radical networks. In line with Bosi, della Porta, and Fillieule,[45]
it is argued that we need to pay attention to the intersection and interaction between the individual and the
group/network level of analysis. Particularly (but not only) in the case of jihadist “grassroots”-networks it
seems misleading to conceive of radical networks as pre-existing, static environments to which an individual is
exposed. Rather, they constitute dynamically evolving relational settings, formed in processes in which, as the
small case study makes clear, individuals often are active agents of connection-making, creating and shaping
the networks as well as the spaces in which pathways of radicalization are embedded.
The case-study on the “Sauerland-Group”, while not claiming to be able to produce generalizable results,
describes a number of rather typical processes and constellations. The jihadist network, thereby, emerged from
connections between three local jihadist clusters (and a few isolated individuals), with pre-existing personal
ties and new acquaintances creating initial connections to local milieus. These milieus, in turn, allowed for
cliques of close activist-friends to form, which gradually separated from their social environment and became
the site of intensive interactions in which radical perceptions and identities were created. Actively seeking
to connect with like-minded activists beyond their local milieu, some of the young activists participated in
events and visited open spaces created by the wider Salafist movement, where they formed ties that connected
different local clusters of radical friends. Their activities created a distinct space, made up of mutual visits,
meetings in private homes (and “garden barbecues”), shared apartments in Damascus, or common travels
to certain mosques, which constituted a radical micro-mobilization setting that was further expanded via
pre-existing friendship- and family-ties. The emerging radical network not only was the site of consolidating
radical perspectives and identities, but also facilitated the shift to actually engaging in actions to join the armed
struggle.
Obviously, the degree to which radical groups and networks are dynamic and fluent, and to which individuals
are active agents (rather than passive fellow-runners) varies significantly. In some cases, individuals may, in
fact, radicalize along a pattern in which they are “recruited into” an already established group and are socialized
into pre-formed radical perspectives as more or less passive recipient of environmental influences. Yet, the
point here is that this is not necessarily the case, and it is not only “leader-types” who have a pro-active role
in establishing new contacts, but often also more marginal “follower-type” individuals. Moreover, while this
approach seems particularly helpful to analyzing jihadist “grassroots”-networks in the West, it is equally relevant
to understanding early phases of recruitment into established armed groups, which often include a significant
amount of self-selection, pro-actively forming ties with like-minded activists, and the autonomous emergence
of informal networks within broader radical milieus.
About the Author: Stefan Malthaner, Ph.D., is a Research Fellow at the Hamburg Institute for Social Research
(HIS). Previously, he was Assistant Professor at Aarhus University, Denmark, and Marie Curie Fellow at the
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Headhunting Among Extremist Organizations: An Empirical
Assessment of Talent Spotting
by Steven Windisch, Michael K. Logan and Gina Scott Ligon
Abstract
In recent years, terrorism scholars have proposed that more established and popular extremist organizations make
pragmatic assessments of their human capital needs and modify operating standards to acquire members with
advanced training and expertise such as medical, religious, or military backgrounds that may benefit extremist
activities. To examine these claims, we rely on data pertaining to 105 extremist organizations gathered throughout
the Leadership of the Extreme and Dangerous for Innovative Results (LEADIR) project. The results provide empirical
support for these propositions by suggesting that older and more publicly supported extremist organizations contain
membership populations that possess expertise, and these organizations also become increasingly diverse across
demographic characteristics of members. We conclude with suggestions for future research that extend the study of
extremist recruitment and provide recommendations for practitioners in terms of addressing terrorism prevention
initiatives.
Keywords: Recruitment, Extremist Organizations, Human Capital, Headhunting, Talent Spotting
Introduction
Since the attacks of September 11, 2001, violent extremism has gained near universal attention among
researchers, media, governmental officials, and the general public concerned about national defense and public
safety.[1] Terrorism researchers, in particular, have dedicated considerable energy toward understanding
radicalization processes and what people do once they become members of terrorist groups.[2] To a lesser
degree, terrorism researchers have also examined the dynamic nature of extremist recruitment, which refers to
an “active process through which an organizational insider gets a new person to work for the organization.”[3]
Prior research focused on extremist recruitment highlights a variety of individual-level characteristics that
influence a person’s receptively toward extremist participation, including one’s “biographical availability,”[4]
relationship with formal and informal social-networks,[5] and psychological vulnerabilities such as depression,
deprivation, and perceived discrimination.[6] Moreover, in the case of extremist radicalization, researchers
often focus on individual-level variation such as offender characteristics[7] and distinctions between groupbased and lone offenders.[8] While we agree that individual-level characteristics are critical issues that deserve
further attention, the current investigation represents a key step forward by investigating variation at the
organizational level.
Specifically, we test recent propositions by terrorism scholars who suggested that extremist groups, like
conventional organizations (e.g., Apple Inc.), make pragmatic assessments of their human capital needs and
modify operating standards to acquire recruits with diverse expertise (e.g., medical, religious, or military
training) that may help the group achieve ideological objectives.[9] Currently, however, these claims have not
been assessed in an empirical fashion beyond case studies. To address this gap in the literature, we employ
data on 105 extremist organizations gathered throughout the Leadership of the Extreme and Dangerous for
Innovative Results (LEADIR) project. The purpose of the current article is to empirically test whether there
is systematic variation in human capital between extremist groups at various stages of social popularity and
organizational age.
Such an investigation may have substantial implications for terrorism prevention initiatives due to the fact that
internal organizational activities (e.g., branding, recruitment) have been identified as essential components for
ensuring sustainability of extremist activities through the supply of resources (i.e., manpower).[10] From this

ISSN 2334-3745

44

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

perspective, knowing where an extremist group is in its lifecycle can give clues as to what demographics are
most vulnerable to recruitment strategies. Finally, due to the analogous group structures and internal dynamics
shared among violent extremist groups and conventional organizations,[11] the current investigation has
the potential to highlight important points of continuity between terrorist groups and the broader realm of
organizational behavior. In the following sections, we discuss specific hypotheses tested throughout the current
study as well as key concepts that guide our analysis.[12]
Recruitment Cycling among Extremist Organizations
Due to the dynamic nature of extremist violence, organizational tactics often evolve as terrorist campaigns
intensify and extremist organizations respond to counter-terrorism measures. For example, both the
Provisional Irish Republican Army and al-Qaeda experienced structural and tactical shifts as consequences of
effective counter-terrorism measures.[13] Governmental pressure forced both groups to implement a “cellular”
organizational structure with increased autonomy among individual cells in order to evade infiltration. As
a result of this move from a hierarchical to cellular structure, recruitment efforts were redirected toward
individuals who were already close to the movement and within existing social networks – effectively limiting
the group’s recruitment pool. In addition to external pressures from state and security apparatuses, scholars
in the field of terrorism studies have also suggested that recruitment approaches evolve over time as extremist
organizations become established and the number of quality applicants interested in joining the group increases.
[14] In particular, Bloom argues that, like conventional organizations[15], extremist groups follow a “cycle” of
recruitment that alternates between labor-intensive and expertise-intensive recruitment periods.[16]
The labor-intensive period is characterized as “open recruitment,” which is inclusive and contains low standards
for acceptance.[17] During this recruitment phase, extremist organizations target “low hanging fruit” individuals often lacking strong ideological convictions and/or expertise that would benefit the organization.
[18] As Bloom argues, this recruitment strategy is particularly common for newly established extremist
organizations, as they must initially focus energy and resources toward recruiting large numbers and securing
financial resources. While individuals recruited during this phase may lack experience or skills that benefit the
organization, this recruitment strategy allows the group to maximize the number of supporters either active
in the organization, or at least, sympathetic toward the cause. Such an approach can then have subsequent
favorable outcomes on the organization’s brand by projecting an image of strength and large size to external
stakeholders.[19]
Alternatively, expertise-intensive periods involve raising the standards for admittance and intentionally
targeting individuals with expertise that help the group achieve organizational objectives.[20] In these
situations, instead of enacting open recruitment strategies, more established extremist organizations engage
in “talent spotting” or “headhunting” recruitment techniques.[21] These recruitment strategies involve the
selection of educated and trained individuals with specific expertise such as religious, military, or medical
training. According to Hunter and colleagues, experts are necessary for sustaining operational functioning as
they are more effective and creative in problem-solving matters and possess a wider knowledge-base. This is
especially relevant for extremist organizations who control territory and function as service providers (e.g., law
enforcement, developing infrastructure, education) in place of government structures. [22]
Based on the propositions set forth by Bloom and Hunter and colleagues that human capital needs shift over
time as extremist organizations become more established, we hypothesize that as extremist organizations
become more popular, these groups will diversify their workforce by making pragmatic assessments of their
human capital needs and acquire members with advanced training and expertise. Moreover, we hypothesize
that as extremist organizations become more popular, their membership population will diversify regarding
age, race, ethnicity, and gender because the organizational value or benefit regarding expertise and training
will offset the composition of a prototypical membership population in terms of observable characteristics
(e.g., gender). In other words, these groups begin to place a premium on skillsets rather than maintaining
homogeneous individual-level characteristics. These observations lead us to the first and second hypotheses to
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be tested in this study.
H1: Popular extremist organizations are more likely to contain a membership population with experience,
expertise, and advanced training.
H2: Popular extremist organizations are more likely to contain a membership population with an assortment
of individual-level characteristics (e.g., gender, race, age).
In the next section, we provide a brief overview of how conventional organizations specialize as they mature
and the numerous benefits that can be expected from this recruitment approach.
An Organizational Perspective on Headhunting and Specialization
While the application of an organizational perspective to the study of terrorism may seem novel, scholars
have generated a considerable body of research that explores the applicability of this framework to help
explain violent extremism vis-à-vis organizational theory, signaling theory, organizational trust, transnational
advocacy networks, social entrepreneurship, marketing as well as organizational branding and legitimacy.
[23] Despite these advances, however, the use of an organizational perspective to study terrorist recruitment
remains substantially underdeveloped.
To address this issue, the current study relies on organizational life-cycling (OLC) theory to examine variation
in human capital needs among extremist organizations. Research focused on OLC has made considerable
empirical advancement by modeling what happens to organizations as they age and gain stakeholder support.
[24] In general, OLC models suggest that organizations progress through a number of different transitional
stages over time.[25] While there is no straightforward evidence as to how many distinct stages an organization
may experience, there is consensus among researchers that each stage is determined by contextual factors such
as age, growth, and size. Researchers also agree that an organization’s leadership will prioritize needs of the
group based on these contextual factors.[26]
During transitional phases, organizations will inevitably encounter challenges that arise as a firm grows in size,
age, and/or popularity. For example, while researchers have found that organizations do have some degree
of discretion when dealing with institutional pressures such as growth and stakeholder support,[27] changes
experienced by contextually similar organizations (e.g., those in the same industry) can result in commonalities
in how disparate organizations respond.[28] In a similar way, it is well-established that the “talent pool” changes
depending on the maturity of the firm and that more popular organizations are able to attract a greater number
of talented applicants, which increases an organization’s ability to be more selective in whom it hires.[29]
In light of these challenges, OLC theorists have identified some generic strategies across each transitional
stage.[30] Of specific focus as it relates to propositions from Bloom and Hunter and colleagues are the human
resource (HR) strategies organizations utilize to navigate these changes.[31] By HR strategies, we refer to
the formal and informal practices used by an organization to resolve personnel problems. A common HR
strategy is to align firm-specific resources in a way that gives the organization a competitive advantage. Dess
and Lumpkin identified human capital as one of these firm-specific resources, which involves “individual
capabilities, knowledge, skills, and experience of the company’s employees and managers.”[32]
For example, OLC researchers have found that newly formed organizations are less effective at research and
development (R&D) activities because young firms lack an adequate number of employees to execute the
mission of the organization, much less engage in long-range thinking required for R&D. In these situations,
newly formed organizations can overcome a lack of production by conducting open recruitment and
hiring minimally competent employees. Moreover, OLC researchers note the importance of formalizing an
organizational identity for new firms and have found that identity formation initially plays a pivotal role in
determining workforce composition.[33] In these situations, newly formed organizations are more likely to
prioritize individual-level characteristics (e.g., age, race) that contribute to the organization’s identity formation
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process. For instance, a newly formed tech company may initially place a premium on appearing energetic and
vigorous and as a result recruit younger applicants who project this sense of identity.
As the organization matures, however, recruiting shifts to align human capital needs in a strategically
competitive way. For instance, mature organizations will modify recruitment strategies and aim to attract
individuals who will enhance the organization’s competitive advantage rather than hire unskilled employees
because they match organizational identity needs.[34] If successful, these organizations will be able to produce
firm-specific resources that are deemed valuable, rare, and difficult to imitate. From this perspective, a focus
on specialization rather than individual-characteristics (e.g., gender, ethnicity) as a response to dominant
strategic problems (e.g., need to make more sophisticated widgets) occurs predominantly among older, more
mature organizations whose goal is to stay competitive by strategically aligning talent in a way that benefits the
organization.[35]
Based on existing OLC theory, we hypothesize that older extremist organizations will contain a diversified
workforce by making pragmatic assessments of their human capital needs and acquire members with specialized
experience, expertise, and advanced training. We also hypothesize that older extremist organizations will
possess a diversified membership population regarding age, race, ethnicity, and gender because these groups
place a premium on expertise rather than individual-level characteristics. These observations lead us to the
third and fourth hypotheses to be tested in this study.
H3: Older extremist organizations are more likely to contain a membership population with experience,
expertise, and advanced training.
H4: Older extremist organizations are more likely to contain a membership population with an assortment
of individual-level characteristics (e.g., gender, race, age).
In the next section, we outline the methodology and analytic approach used to answer our hypotheses.
Following this section, we present results from the LEADIR dataset.
Methodology
Data Collection
The current study relies on data collected from the Leadership of the Extreme and Dangerous for Innovative
Results (LEADIR) project.[36] The LEADIR dataset contains organizational and leadership data on extremist
organizations active between 1970 and 2016. Organizational data were gathered using a historiometric
approach, which involves the testing of hypotheses by applying quantitative techniques to qualitative data.
[37] Historiometry is widely used in personality studies and social psychology[38] as well as industrial and
organizational (IO) psychology[39] to examine historically notable instances of performance of people and
organizations during their period of peak performance (e.g., Dean Simonton uses the approach to study
Presidents during their terms in office).[40]
LEADIR relies on historical accounts described in open-source data gathered from academic and government
sources (e.g., National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Response to Terrorism, Southern Poverty
Law Center, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Mapping Militant Organizations), scholarly case studies (e.g.,
The Jamestown Foundation Militant Leadership Monitor, the West Point Counter Terrorism Center), and
public-records databases (e.g., Lexis-Nexis). We also used primary documents from extremist organizations
themselves, such as propaganda, videos, and websites run by the groups (e.g., all sources were queried and
translated from the Open Source Center). Sources were evaluated on a credibility scale, comprised of items to
assess internal validity (i.e., report quality, authorship credentials) and external validity (i.e., generalizability),
allowing for statistical control of source quality.[41] As one indication of the depth and detail of the data
collection, source material for organizations in LEADIR averaged fifteen pages of text or roughly 3,454 words
per extremist group.
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Information and data resources were gathered by graduate students with expertise in criminology, IO
psychology, and information science and technology. Prior to data collection, researchers received 20 hours
of training bearing on the nature of ideological organizations, extremist recruitment, and their manifestation
in the context of extremism as well as on search tactics and filtering information. This ensured that (a) all
data were gathered from reputable sources; and (b) sufficient data were found for a variety of organizational
characteristics (e.g., member demographics). The accuracy of the data was safeguarded through periodic
“consistency checks” and any inconsistencies were discussed between raters and project managers. Data that
were found to be conflicting between sources were further investigated, with information from academic and
government resources being the primary sources to determine the final ratings for each of the indices assessed.
In accordance with best practices in historiometric methods,[42] organizational data were collected for specific
time spans termed “period of peak performance” in order to ensure enough data was able to be reliably collected
from archival records. This period was characterized by (a) consistent organizational performance (e.g.,
executing attacks); (b) the largest period of growth in terms of membership and/or financing; and (c) relative
stability of organizational structure and leadership. The benefit of this strategy is that it ensures that sufficient
and reliable data are being collected, coded, and used in subsequent analyses as extremist organizations tend
to have the most written about them during their peak performance years. The drawback is that the period of
peak performance is not universal and often differs between extremist organizations. Furthermore, any given
extremist organization often ebbs-and-flows in their level of activity and determining their specific period
of peak performance can be difficult. To mitigate this issue, subject matter experts (SMEs) with ten or more
years of domain expertise in terrorism research were consulted for groups without a clear period of peak
performance. These criteria (i.e., multiple credible sources, agreed upon period of peak performance) resulted
in 105 extremist organizations for inclusion in the present study.
Coding Strategy
After data collection, a research team consisting of subject matter experts (SMEs) in extremist organizations
developed behaviorally anchored rating scales (BARS) for organizational predictors.[43] These scales included
operational definitions with readily observable and concrete examples as a reference point to facilitate reliable,
valid ratings for each category of variables (i.e., organizational characteristics, performance-related constructs,
and source controls) and were developed with the same practices used in psychometric test development.[44]
The development of BARS requires an initial oversampling from the population of interest to identify low,
moderate, and high behavioral examples of a given construct. We oversampled by 10%, and then randomly
selected 10% of that sample to a priori identify benchmark behaviors to exemplify constructs.[45] These
illustrative examples provide a sample-bound reference for raters to use in assessing organizational constructs
relative to those of other outstanding groups. This approach is commonly employed in the use of historical
records to examine organizational behavior.[46] These BARS were also defined, iteratively reviewed, and edited
to ensure clarity, parsimony, and uni-dimensionality.
The central purpose of this methodological approach is to reliably assess organizational constructs of interest
across independent raters based on SME-generated benchmarks to increase the validity of inferences drawn
from the historical records of interest.[47] A benefit of this approach is that it takes into account the context
in which each organization conducted affairs, and because of the depth of the investigations, the data are
often quite rich. More importantly, as opposed to cross sectional research (e.g., one-time interviews, surveys),
historiometric approaches allow us to examine the sustainability of performance.[48] Because the approach
itself is rooted in the historical significance of these organizations, examining the lasting (and sometimes nonlasting) effects of their decisions provides researchers with a time-tested gauge of performance.[49]
To assess reliability among judges, raters coded 10% of the sample independently, resulting in an interrater
reliability of α= .93, which is much higher than the accepted appropriate interrater reliability with historiometry
(α= .80).[50] Ratings were then averaged across independent judges to lessen the likelihood of spurious errors
in any one individual’s scores.
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Sample
Table 1 presents descriptive statistics for extremist organizations in our sample. As illustrated, organizational
size of these groups varies from less than 100 to over 10,000 members. Organizational size is an ordinal scale
of the membership used to assess the number of individuals that contribute to the group’s overall strength. As
noted previously, membership data for each of these organizations were collected during the group’s period of
peak performance, which is defined by the period in which the organization was most active. Given that best
practices in studying organizations via historiometry requires an examination of groups during their period
of peak performance, [51] figures relating to organizational size may be slightly elevated. Despite this concern,
the rich open-source data gathered during the organizations’ periods of peak performance provide important
insights pertaining to these groups that could not have been gathered through other approaches.
Among these organizations, religiously motivated groups accounted for half of our sample (50.0%) followed
by ethno-nationalist (43.8%), left-wing (25.7%), and right-wing (13.3%) groups. These ideological clusters
are not mutually exclusive and more than a quarter (28.3%) of the extremist organizations were classified
in multiple categories. For example, the Kurdistan Workers’ Party prescribes to both ethno-nationalist and
left-wing ideological beliefs.[52] Finally, in terms of region of operations, the current sample is diverse with
organizations located in six out of the seven continents. With that said, most organizations operated in the
Middle East and North Africa (26.7%), South Asia (19.0%), Western Europe (16.2%), and North America
(15.2%).
Table 1. Sample Characteristics (n = 105)
Variable

n

%

1-99

28

26.7%

100-999

30

28.6%

1,000-9,999

29

27.6%

10,000+

18

17.1%

Religious

53

50.0%

Ethno-nationalist

46

43.8%

Left-wing

27

25.7%

Right-wing

14

13.3%

Middle East and North Africa

28

26.7%

South Asia

20

19.0%

Western Europe

17

16.2%

North America

16

15.2%

Sub-Saharan Africa

10

9.5%

Organizational Size

Ideology

Region of Operation

Southeast Asia

5

4.7%

South America

5

4.7%

Eastern Europe

2

1.9%

East Asia

2

1.9%

*Note: Ideology does not add up to 100% because these categories are not mutually exclusive.

Independent Variables
To examine whether older and more popular extremist organizations vary from younger and less reputable
organizations in regard to human capital needs, we selected the following independent variables: organizational
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age and public support.
Organizational age is an estimate of the total number of years an organization was in existence. As Miller notes,
operationalizing the age of terrorist organizations can be difficult considering how often groups rebrand by
changing their name or form and break up alliances.[53] Furthermore, defining the year in which a group
ends is often problematic, especially when an extremist organization contains weak organizational boundaries
or competing performance goals. As such, we calculated organizational age as the number of years (in whole
numbers) that have elapsed between the year in which the group was founded and the year they ended, inclusive
of the year of founding. If the group is still active, we used the last year data were collected (i.e., 2016).
In terms of the current study, extremist organizations that underwent a rebranding effort were only considered
“new” if the change had a substantive impact on the extremist organization’s mission. For example, we argue
that the Islamic State “began” in 2004 when then leader, Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, pledged alliance to Osama bin
Laden and formally became al-Qaeda in Iraq (AQI). Prior to the rise of the Islamic State, al-Qaeda was (and
still is) the dominant brand among global Jihadi groups. Thus, al-Zarqawi’s pledge of alliance had significant
implications for their recruitment and fundraising beyond what was available to Tawhid and Jihadi – AQI’s
name before becoming an al-Qaeda franchisee. The same could be said for other al-Qaeda affiliates such alQaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (2007-2018) and al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (2009-2018).
For extremist organizations which are currently inactive, we drew from source material as well as incident-level
data to determine when each organization ended. We agree with Miller’s assertion that the sole use of incidentlevel data is not optimal for determining when an extremist organization ended, particularly for those groups
which oscillate between periods of violence and non-violence.[54] In light of these concerns, quality control
checks were conducted among raters and SMEs to avoid inflating the ages of extremist organizations whose
ideology may still exist but which do not advocate violence. Similar protection measures were conducted for
groups which have largely disbanded only to resurface under the same or a similar name later. For example, the
Army of God (1982-2001), the Red Brigades (1969-1988), November 18 Revolutionary Organization (19752002), and the Armed Revolutionary Nuclei (1977-1988) are all examples of groups that underwent SME
adjudication of age.
In terms of the current analysis, organizational age was recoded into a 4-point categorical variable reflecting
the total number of years an extremist organization was in existence. The four categories are as follows: 1)
newly formed = 1-5 years; 2) up-and-coming = 6-18 years; 3) experienced = 19-32 years; and 4) veteran = 33+
years. The age ranges coinciding with each category were developed using the mean (19.52) plus or minus
one standard deviation (14.06) and remaining values were used to represent extremist organizations at both
extremes. Table 2 indicates that 14 extremist organizations were classified as “newly formed” (13.3%), 48 as
“up-and-coming” (45.7%), 23 as “experienced” (21.9%), and 20 extremist organizations were classified as
“veteran” (19.0%).
The average age of the organizations in LEADIR was approximately 19.52 years old (SD = 14.06). Based on our
sample, organizational age is rather high considering most extremist organizations do not last this long. In fact,
Rapoport suggests that most terrorist groups last less than one year.[55] Recall, however, that our focus is on
“successful” extremist organizations based on the theoretical postulations set forth by Bloom and Hunter and
colleagues,[56] which largely excludes extremist groups which lasted less than one year. Furthermore, Philips
has recently suggested that terrorist groups are more durable than conventional wisdom suggests.[57]
Our second independent variable is public support, which reflects the degree to which some or all of the public
support the organization’s mission, tactics, media reputation, or actions. Indicators of high public support
included non-coercive backing such as contributing material support (e.g., money, weapons), publicly
displaying sympathy, and claiming allegiances (e.g., social media followership, exhibiting organizational flags
or logos) or concentrating government aid toward the group. Alternatively, low levels of public support involved
a lack of social acceptance (e.g., social stigma, protests) or coercive support such as imposing taxes or tariffs
on citizens or mandating participation in the organization (e.g., Boko Haram). Using a 3-point categorical
variable ranging from 1 (very limited to no public support) to 3 (high public support), raters coded each extremist
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organization indicating the amount of public support in their favor during their period of peak performance.
For example, the Japanese Red Army received a low public support rating because its leaders were not effective
in gaining wide-spread sympathy for their organization’s mission. As Table 2 illustrates, 46 (43.8%) extremist
organizations were classified as having “little to no public support,” 30 (28.6%) as a “moderate public support,”
and 29 (27.6%) extremist organizations were classified as having a “high public support.”
Table 2. Frequency Distribution of Key Variables
Variable
Organizational Age

n

%

Newly Formed

14

13.3%

Up-and-Coming

48

45.7%

Experienced

23

21.9%

Veteran

20

19.0%

Low

46

43.8%

Moderate

30

28.6%

High

29

27.6%

Low

17

16.2%

Below Average

36

34.3%

Average

23

21.9%

Above Average

16

15.2%

High

13

12.4%

Low

19

18.1%

Below Average

38

36.2%

Average

25

23.8%

Above Average

16

15.2%

High

7

6.7%

Public Support

Deep-Level Diversity

Surface-Level Diversity

Dependent Variables
To examine whether older and more popular organizations differ from younger and less reputable organizations
in regard to human capital needs, we selected the following dependent variables: deep-level diversity and
surface-level diversity.
Deep-level diversity is a 5-point Likert-type scale reflecting the degree to which an extremist organization’s
membership is categorized by an assortment of individual characteristics including educational background,
wealth, and/or specialized skills such as weapons or religious training. One indicator of deep-level diversity
included the degree to which organizations engaged in attacks demanding a high level of expertise or advanced
training. For example, the level of technical skill required for driving a truck through a crowed street or shooting
people in a populated area is considered low, whereas complex attacks involving improvised explosive devices
(IEDs) or flying a hijacked plane are considered high.[58] As a method of triangulation, we also coded the level
of tactical diversity demonstrated by the organization.[59] Tactically diverse organizations are more likely to
have the necessary human capital to execute different types of violence (e.g., shootings, bombings, hijackings,
kidnappings), while groups with low levels of tactical diversity are likely pulling from a limited membership
base.[60] The Global Terrorism Database (GTD) offered comparable quantitative data on both the types of
weapons and type of attacks employed by each organization.[61] Whenever possible, we triangulated data with
government, media, and thinktank reports (e.g., Militant Leadership Monitor) that profile individual members
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of extremist organizations in our sample.
Overall, deep-level diversity ranged from 1 (organization recruits any person regardless of skillset) to 5
(organization actively recruits individuals based on specialization). Table 2 indicates that 17 (16.2%) extremist
organizations were classified as low on deep-level diversity, 36 (34.3%) as below average, 23 (21.9%) as average,
16 (15.2%) as above average, and 13 (12.4%) extremist organizations were classified as high on deep-level
diversity. Taken together, a little over half (50.5%) of the extremist organizations in our sampled scored below
average on deep-level diversity as compared to just over one-fourth of our sample (27.6%) that were classified
as above average.
Surface-level diversity is a 5-point Likert-type scale reflecting the degree to which an extremist organization’s
membership is heterogeneous in terms of individual-level traits such as race, age, gender and/or ethnicity.
Responses ranged from 1 (organization is homogeneous and adheres to strict codes regarding racial, religious, or
ethnic status) to 5 (organization is heterogeneous and is welcoming of individuals with assorted racial, religious,
or ethnic backgrounds). For example, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam received a high surface-level
diversity rating because they actively recruited members of a variety of ages and welcomed both male and
female members. Table 2 indicates that 19 (18.1%) extremist organizations were classified as low on surfacelevel diversity, 38 (36.2%) as below average, 25 (23.8%) as average, 16 (15.2%) as above average and 7 (6.7%)
extremist organizations were classified as high on surface-level diversity. Taken together, 54.3% of our sample
was classified as below average on surface-level diversity.
Statistical Analysis
To examine the relationship between our independent (i.e., organizational age and public support) and
dependent variables (i.e., deep-level diversity and surface-level diversity), we used between subject analysis
of variance (ANOVA). A Scheffe post hoc test was then employed to probe for the sources and direction of
differences between extremist organizations.
Results
As a preliminary diagnostic assessment, we employed a Levene’s test to assess potential violations of the
homogeneity of variance assumption. All four Levene’s tests produced a non-significant F-statistic (p > .01),
which indicated that heterogeneity of variance was not problematic. As illustrated in Table 3, results obtained
in the analyses of variance highlight four noteworthy trends. First, as expected, public support was found to
share a significant relationship with the degree of deep-level diversity among extremist organizations F(4, 102)
= 15.88, p ≤ .001. Post-hoc analysis indicated notable differences between organizations with the lowest levels
of public support and those with the highest levels of public support. Specifically, extremist organizations
with low levels of public support were found to contain lower levels of deep-level diversity, whereas extremist
organizations with higher levels of public support displayed significantly higher levels of deep-level diversity
(M = 2.17 vs. M = 3.66). These observations support hypothesis 1: Popular extremist organizations are more
likely to contain a membership population with experience, expertise, and advanced training.
Table 3. Analysis of Variance
Deep-Level Diversity
Variables

Surface-Level Diversity

MS

F

E

MS

F

E

Organizational Age

17.57

15.87***

0.32

6.20

5.25**

0.14

Public Support

19.54

15.88***

0.24

9.26

7.91**

0.13

Note. df organization age (1, 101), df public support (1, 102). E reflect effect size using Cohen’s (1988) formula;
**p < .01 ***p <.001

This finding is in line with prior research focusing on the cyclical nature of organizational popularity and
extremist activities (e.g., recruitment, branding, attacks).[62] Based on this framework, increased popularity
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leads to sustainable performance, which in turn, leads to more popularity. To ensure sustainable performance
over time, extremist organizations have been found to “up-skill” their workforce by recruiting highly qualified
members.[63] A common method used to attract highly qualified recruits is to depict the organization as
capable of providing meaningful opportunities as well as highlighting military prowess and organizational
legitimacy.[64] Web-based approaches such as social media (e.g., Facebook, Twitter) and video exchange sites
(e.g., YouTube) are well suited for developing such an image as they can reach a wide audience and present
information in a tailored way.[65] For instance, in a review of YouTube videos posted by The Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), Dauber found images that projected meaningful jobs with orderliness, training, and
resources.[66] Moreover, in an examination of ISIL’s social media output, Zelin found that ISIL often highlights
its social services as well as “the great life one can live under the Caliphate, especially by foreign fighters.”
[67] The mixture of organizational popularity, operational success, and effective branding creates a need for
more qualified recruits that helps ensure sustainability over time when conducting highly destructive acts of
terrorism.
Second, public support was also found to share a significant relationship with an extremist organization’s
surface-level diversity of members F(4, 102) = 7.91, p ≤ .01. Specifically, extremist organizations with low levels
of public support were found to have more homogenous memberships in terms of observable differences,
whereas extremist organizations with high levels of public support had more heterogeneous memberships (M
= 2.13 vs. M = 3.14). This observation supports hypothesis 2: Popular extremist organizations are more likely to
contain a membership population with an assortment of observable individual-level characteristics (e.g., gender,
race, age).
As outlined by Hunter and colleagues, extremist organizations make pragmatic assessments of their human
capital needs and modify operating standards based on environmental and organizational conditions.[68] For
example, even the most patriarchal terrorist groups have been found to allow women to serve as front-line fighters
in times of need.[69] From this perspective, extremist organizations in the process of up-skilling their workforce
may place expertise and organizational sustainability at a premium and overlook individual characteristics that
may not adhere to the prototypical membership profile. In this way, irrespective of the individuals’ background
characteristics (e.g., age, gender, race), extremist organizations understand the likelihood of operational success
increases with more talented members. As a result, popular extremist organizations are more likely to contain
a diversified workforce in terms of age, race, and gender in exchange for sustainable organizational success.
Taken together, these two findings indicate that publicly supported extremist organizations are more likely to
contain members with high expertise and training and are also more likely to welcome qualified individuals
whose surface-level characteristics (e.g., age, race) may not adhere to the standard of their ideal membership.
Third, similar observations were obtained regarding organizational age and deep-level diversity. Based on the
data, older extremist organizations contained membership populations with more expert, specialized affiliates,
F(2, 101) = 15.87, p ≤ .001. In general, differences regarding organizational age and deep-level diversity
were most prominent between the “newly formed,” “experienced,” and “veteran” extremist organizations (M
= 1.64 vs. M = 3.00 vs. M = 3.95). Specifically, younger extremist organizations were found to attract less
talented members compared to the highly specialized skillsets and backgrounds found among older extremist
groups. Apparently, older extremist organizations, regardless of surface-level characteristics (e.g., age, race,
ethnicity), contained members with more education and training. These observations support hypothesis 3:
Older extremist organizations are more likely to contain a membership population with experience, expertise, and
advanced training.
This finding further supports Bloom’s argument pertaining to the Provisional Irish Republican Army’s (PIRA)
decades long expansion, selective recruitment operations, and the establishment of command and control
structures throughout the latter part of the twentieth-century.[70] In particular, PIRA’s recruitment operations
were aimed at college students with advanced educational degrees in STEM-related fields (science, technology,
engineering, mathematics). As Bloom explains, this approach is in stark contrast to younger extremist
organizations which cast as wide a net as possible and accept any recruit, regardless of their professionalism or
experience.[71] Moreover, this finding supports prior research pertaining to al-Qaeda, an extremist organization
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that has long been involved in insurgencies spanning from Africa to Southeast Asia over the past three decades
[72]. For example, an operations document known as the Manchester Manual lists 14 different desirable assets
that characterize a prospective jihadi member such as intelligence, ability to observe and conceal oneself, as
well as maturity and a willingness to make sacrifices.[73] Along these lines, recently declassified documents
recovered from Osama bin Laden’s former compound revealed that al-Qaeda recruits were asked to provide
information on relevant experiences and expertise such as their proficiency in foreign languages, previous
occupations, and relevant military experience.[74] Taken together, these lines of research complement our
quantitative findings by indicating that older, more experienced extremist organizations assess their human
capital needs and target recruits with advanced training and expertise.
Finally, significant differences were identified between the youngest extremist organizations and the oldest
organizations with regard to surface-level characteristics F(2, 101) = 5.25, p ≤ .01. Specifically, older extremist
organizations were more likely to contain members with diverse backgrounds in terms of race, ethnicity,
and/or age. Based on our results, “veteran” extremist organizations were identified as containing the most
diversified membership populations (M = 1.93 vs. M = 2.38 vs. M = 2.70 vs. M = 3.30). This observation
supports hypothesis 4: Older extremist organizations are more likely to contain a membership population with
an assortment of individual-level characteristics (e.g., gender, race, age).
Based on structural inertia theory,[75] as organizations age they invest in stable technologies and gain other
resources that develop dense social networks.[76] If we apply this framework to extremist organizations, as
these groups age and invest in stable technologies such as web-based and social-media methods (e.g., Twitter,
Facebook, YouTube), these groups would expect to see a “return” on their investments in the form of dense
social networks.[77] ISIL, for example, has been found to use web-domains and automated mechanisms (i.e.,
“bots”) to disseminate their messages in a coherent, layered fashion.[78] These methods allow organizations to
attract a larger pool of potential recruits from a wider range of demographic backgrounds. The benefit of this
approach is that extremist organizations increase their chances of operational success by connecting with more
talented recruits and simultaneously poaching talent away from competitors.[79]
Discussion
In recent years, terrorism scholars have proposed that extremist groups, like conventional organizations, make
pragmatic assessments of their human capital needs and modify operating standards to acquire members with
advanced training and expertise (e.g., medical, religious, or military training) that may help the group achieve
organizational objectives.[80] Relying upon data from 105 extremist organizations gathered throughout the
Leadership of the Extreme and Dangerous for Innovative Results (LEADIR) project, the current study provides
empirical support for these propositions. In particular, our findings point to two conclusions. First, in support
of Bloom’s argument, more popular extremist organizations tend to contain highly diversified membership
populations in terms of education, training, and skill sets. The mixture of organizational popularity, and
operational success creates a need for more qualified recruits that helps ensure sustainability over time while
engaging in terrorist campaigns. Second, our results support Hunter and colleagues’ claims that older, more
established extremist organizations prioritize specialization, and as a result, recruit members with skills that
will benefit the organization irrespective of their demographic backgrounds. In doing so, these organizations
diversify their workforce, sustain operational functioning, and increase their competitive advantage.
These findings are important for at least four reasons. First, this study innovatively compares extremist groups to
uncover variation at the organizational level. While terrorism scholars have examined radicalization processes
and developed models to explain individual-level variation, far less attention has been aimed at understanding
organizational-level variation. Our review of the literature indicates that this is one of first studies to conduct
such a comparison.[81] Instead of adopting a “one-size fits all” approach toward extremist organizations, the
current study draws special attention to the dynamic nature of extremist groups and highlights the importance
of exploring heterogeneity between these collectives. In particular, while extremist organizations contain
similarities that bring them together (e.g., political or religious grievances), these groups also possess unique
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organizational factors that differentiate them from one another (e.g., level of expertise, network density,
selection criteria, demographic composition).
Second, despite previous efforts to apply organizational perspectives to the study of terrorism, this framework
remains substantially underutilized among terrorism scholars. To address this issue, the current study relied on
organizational life-cycling theory to examine variation in human capital needs among extremist organizations.
In doing so, the current investigation highlights overlap between violent extremist groups and industrial
and organizational psychology. For instance, while there are numerous pressures that uniquely impact an
organization’s overall performance, both extremist groups and conventional legal organizations respond to
internal (e.g., membership growth and decline) and external pressures (e.g., competition for resources and
legitimacy). One takeaway from this study is that, like conventional organizations, the greater the number of
quality recruits interested in joining an extremist organization, the better the talent pool these groups have to
pursue organizational objectives.
Third, scholars often debate about the effects of organizational age on violent performances.[82] While some
scholars have found that older organizations are more likely to be more violent because they learn from past
experiences and acquire knowledge that increases chances of successful violent performances,[83] other
researchers have found that organizational age does not have an effect or has an inverse effect on violence.
[84] Findings from the current study add to this debate by highlighting variation in human capital among
older and younger extremist groups. Specifically, we found that older extremist organizations contain highly
qualified members with training and tactical expertise, which allows these groups to engage in more complex
attacks and execute a wide range of actions (e.g., shootings, bombings, hijackings, kidnappings). From this
perspective, in addition to overcoming organizational setbacks, older extremist organizations “up-skill” their
workforce, and therefore, increase chances of successful violent performance and sustainability.
Finally, while the focus of the current study tends to favor a “top-down” recruitment strategy, there are important
theoretical implications for a “bottom-up” approach. In recent years, emerging insights into the recruitment
processes of al-Qaeda and ISIL demonstrate a selection component. Specifically, these organizations have been
found to determine whether a recruit has unique skills such as engineering or computer programing versus
whether he/she is better suited for combat. While consideration of an individual’s background qualifications
are critical in the selection process, placement is often based on environmental and organizational demands.
[85] For instance, while officially enlisting as an ISIL recruit in Suluk, Syria, former Columbia University
student Mohimanul Alam Bhuiya advertised his “clever… technical knowledge” and hoped to plan attacks
that would “break down aircraft” but was rather assigned as a front-line operative.[86] From this perspective,
although highly qualified recruits may seek out and enlist into extremist organizations, these individuals might
be assigned to serve in a capacity below their training because this role best serves the immediate human
capital needs of the group.
In terms of policy, knowing where an organization is situated in its lifecycle can give clues as to which
individuals are most vulnerable to recruitment. Based on prior research, there is a growing concern that
extremist organizations are increasingly focused on recruiting younger individuals.[87] This demographic is
especially vulnerable to organizations that portray themselves as capable of providing a stronger sense of self and
purpose. In recent years, governmental and non-governmental efforts have focused on disrupting recruitment
processes via counter-messaging campaigns. Since our findings indicate extremist organizations may favor
talented individuals who possess advanced educational degrees in science, technology and engineering and
prior research highlights the role of cyber-mediated recruitment strategies,[88] we recommend that countermessaging strategies should be tailored toward younger, highly educated individuals (e.g., experts in software
programing, aviation, or engineering) who utilize cyber communication devices. Moreover, according to
source credibility theory,[89] the origin of these messages are just as important as content of the message. From
this perspective, in addition to targeting highly educated youth, counter-messaging strategies should originate
from highly credible sources whom technically skilled individuals hold in high regard (e.g., other technically
expert individuals). In this way, using tailored strategies to disrupt recruitment processes may increase countermessaging viability and effectiveness.
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Despite these contributions, several limitations related to this study are important to bear in mind. First, although
studies relying upon open-source data have come to play important roles in terrorism research, secondary data
have the potential of reporting inaccurate, biased or false information, or are tainted by government censorship
and disinformation.[90] It is important to note that in the present effort, however, researchers employed a
historiometric technique to overcome source credibility limitations, and this technique is used successfully in
a wide variety of other literatures that examine outstanding or unique organizational phenomena.
Second, it is important to note that certain ideological motivations have a role in extremist recruitment strategies.
For instance, a variety of ethno-national extremist groups (e.g., National Alliance) are unlikely to target and
select individuals who do not adhere to specific individual characteristics (e.g., race, religious denomination,
ethnicity), regardless of their expertise and training.[91] In these situations, it is possible to see a divergence
from the talent spotting or headhunting recruitment strategies previously theorized because membership is
predicated by rigid ideological convictions (e.g., Ku Klux Klan’s slogan of “100 percent American”). Thus,
future studies should examine these types of groups to determine how they manage these stringent individuallevel selection criteria when searching for highly qualified members.
Finally, while we were unable to examine organizational changes over time, the current investigation represents
a key step forward in moving beyond case study approaches that investigate a single group or small number
of organizations. In doing so, we provide empirical support that suggests differences in human capital across
extremist organizations. Given that best practices in studying organizations via historiometry requires an
examination of groups during their period of peak performance,[92] we examined these groups at the pinnacle
of their extremist reigns. From a developmental standpoint, this is likely when the organization’s most prototypic
mode of performance will manifest itself. From a pragmatic and scholarly standpoint, we have also found
that this is when the organization is “watched” the most. Studying organizations during their period of peak
performance may yield the most information about organizational style and contextual influences associated
with this behavior as more academic biographers and journalists are likely to record events during this period.
In terms of future research, we think it is important to examine the interaction between extremist recruitment
techniques and individual life-history characteristics. To date, psychological models of radicalization have been
primarily individual-focused. They emphasize the cognitive and emotional processes that motivate individuals’
involvement in extremism.[93] At the same time, researchers have found that extremist recruitment strategies
are often tailored around themes of organizational legitimacy intended to highlight strong leadership style,
strategic branding, and consistent ideological messaging.[94] An investigation that examines the interaction
between consumption (i.e., individual) and messaging (i.e., extremist recruitment strategies) could eventually
be used to enhance our understanding of how extremist organizations capitalize on individual vulnerabilities
and predispositions.
Moreover, in the case of extremist organizations, there are numerous pressures that uniquely impact an
organization’s overall life-cycle and these factors rarely occur in isolation. While the primary focus of this
study was on the role of age, public support, and human capital, it is unlikely these are the only factors affecting
extremist activities. Rather, organizational characteristics such as leadership style, fundraising, and marketing
vary widely from organization to organization, and even within organizations there is often a great deal of
variation. As a counterpoint, it is possible our findings regarding public support may also be influenced
by regional demographics. For instance, extremist groups like the Taliban often draw from unskilled labor
pools to fill their ranks, which might contrast with other groups who have access to better qualified and
educated recruits. Moreover, due to the fact that extremist groups have been found to provide training for new
members,[95] higher rates of bomb-making experts, suicide bomber handlers, and financial experts among
older extremist organizations may be influenced by “on the job” training.[96] Future research should examine
these issues as well as investigate other factors that may influence recruitment strategies and the selection of
specialized recruits.
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Policy Brief
Interview with Max Hill, QC, Independent Reviewer of Terrorism

Legislation for the United Kingdom
by Sam Mullins1
Abstract

The following text is a transcript of an interview between the author and the Independent Reviewer of
Terrorism Legislation (IRTL) for the United Kingdom, Max Hill, QC, which took place on March 9, 2018
in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany. Topics discussed included the role of the IRTL, prosecution of
terrorism in the UK, returning foreign fighters, terrorism prevention and investigation measures (TPIMs),
deportation of terrorism suspects, the involvement of children in terrorism, hate-preachers, and the
British government’s efforts to counter non-violent extremism. The transcript has been edited for brevity.
Keywords: terrorism, counter-terrorism, prosecution, security, human rights, civil liberties, United Kingdom.
Introduction
Security versus civil liberties. How to safeguard the population from the actions of terrorists, while at
the same time preserving fundamental rights such as freedom of speech, movement and association?
This is the age-old debate that lies at the heart of counter-terrorism (CT) in liberal democracies.
The precise balance varies from country to country and across time but in the aftermath of attacks
it is particularly likely to tip in favour of security, sometimes at the expense of certain liberties.
The UK is no stranger to terrorism, but - similar to many other countries around the world - it has been
on a heightened state of alert since 2014 when ISIS declared its caliphate, and last year the UK was rocked
by a string of successful attacks, resulting in 36 fatalities [1]. Within days of the attack on London Bridge
and Borough Market in June 2017, Prime Minister Theresa May declared that “If human rights get in the
way of [new measures to counter-terrorism], we will change those laws to make sure we can do them” [2].
But although strong powers may well be appropriate, the danger in adopting such a stance is that we end up
sacrificing our way of life and playing into the terrorists’ hands. Indeed, a key part of terrorist strategy is to
deliberately provoke a heavy-handed response that only adds fuel to the fire [3]. In striving to maintain balance,
the British government relies –at least in part– on the Independent Reviewer of Terrorism Legislation (IRTL).
Anti-terrorism legislation in the UK has been subject to independent review since the 1970’s. However, the first
IRTL was formally appointed on September 11th, 2001, just a few hours before the fateful attacks on the US by
al-Qaeda [4]. The Independent Reviewer’s role is “to inform the public and political debate on anti-terrorism
law in the United Kingdom” by way of regular reports submitted to the Home Secretary or Treasury, which
then go before Parliament [5]. In addition, the IRTL gives evidence to parliamentary committees and also
produces one-off reports on request from Ministers, or at his/her own initiative. These functions are facilitated
by virtue of a high level of security clearance, which enables access to secret national security information
and personnel. In addition, the IRTL travels widely, engages with all segments of society, and frequently
contributes to public discourse on matters of terrorism and CT, utilizing a variety of different platforms.
In March 2017, Max Hill succeeded David Anderson to become the third IRTL. Appointed Queen’s Counsel
in 2008, he has been practicing law for thirty years and has fifteen years’ of experience prosecuting terrorism
cases ranging from the Real IRA to ISIS [6]. These included the 2003 ricin conspiracy [7], the 21/7 bombings
in 2005 [8], the prosecution of Anis Sardar [9], who was responsible for the murder of an American
1

The views expressed in this article are solely those of the author/interviewee.

ISSN 2334-3745

63

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

serviceman in Iraq in 2007, and the recent prosecution of Zakaria Boufassil and Mohammed Ali, who gave
£3,000 to Mohamed Abrini –allegedly a key player behind the Paris and Brussels attacks– in July 2015 [10].
Mr. Hill also acted for the Metropolitan Police in the Inquests into the 7/7 bombings in London in 2005.
On March 9, 2018 - a year into his new role - Mr. Hill addressed the Program on Terrorism and Security
Studies (PTSS) [11] at the George C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies in GarmischPartenkirchen, Germany. Following his remarks, he was gracious enough to grant an interview. Topics
discussed included the role of the IRTL, prosecution of terrorism, returning foreign fighters, terrorism
prevention and investigation measures (TPIMs), deportation of terrorism suspects, the involvement of
children in terrorism, hate-preachers such as Anjem Choudary [12], and the British government’s efforts
to counter non-violent extremism. The following transcript of that interview has been edited for brevity.
Interview Transcript
Sam Mullins (SM): People in the UK and elsewhere are becoming more aware of the role of the Independent
Reviewer of Terrorism Legislation, but for the benefit of those for whom this is new, could you start by briefly
explaining your new position?
Max Hill (MH): The task is to provide independent scrutiny of the use of the legislation – the two Terrorism
Acts (2000 [13] and 2006 [14]), the [Terrorism Prevention and Investigative Measures] TPIM Act (2011)
[15], and TAFA, the Terrorism Asset-Freezing Act, 2010 [16]. In the minds of many there should be a wider
remit to look at policy and strategy around counter-terrorism government-wide, but that’s not my remit.
The way which I have engaged has been to travel as widely as I can. And where I engage at a civil society level, I have
said you can say anything you like to me. If that involves expressing your views on things like Prevent [17], I won’t
shut you down but you need to know at the very start that I’m not going to make recommendations on Prevent and
I don’t review it. But it seemed to me it was necessary to have those conversations because of the confusion in so
many minds between policy and statute. You only uncover that confusion and have a chance of dealing with it if
you allow people to say what they think about state intervention into their society. I have tried to separate out the
areas within my remit and those that aren’t, but I’ve been as open as I can to conversation across the whole piece.
SM: Your background is as a prosecutor, with fifteen years of experience prosecuting terrorists of all stripes. How
does prosecuting terrorism today compare to, say, ten or fifteen years ago and what would you say about the
evolution of CT in the UK from a prosecutor’s perspective?
MH: The way we prosecute hasn’t changed dramatically in many respects, although at the practical
level, the courtroom presentation of a terrorist case has changed really significantly. In the last of the IRA
cases, which is where I came in, we were looking at human witnesses and paper documents and nothing
else. Now, although many witnesses are still available to be called, we have full, electronic presentations
of evidence, and that has increased efficiency. Particularly when you’re dealing with either foreign
conflict, or terrorism which has been borne out of a foreign theatre, bringing far-flung countries to bear
on the mind of a jury in London or elsewhere in England was a challenge. Now, that’s much easier to do.
That’s been accompanied by the emergence of expert witnesses, where necessary, to assist judge and
jury, and advocates, with situational evidence, country-based evidence. If you’re trying to bring to a
jury’s understanding separatist conflict in Pakistan, or ideological conflict in Somalia, or terrorism in
Syria, expert witnesses can be very appropriate. That’s developed over time, and has also expanded in
appropriate cases to theological guidance. Those aspects of prosecution were absent fifteen years ago.
SM: You mentioned Syria, which raises the issue of returning foreign fighters. One of the challenges seems to
be in obtaining sufficient evidence where people have spent time in a conflict zone and there are limited
opportunities to confirm what exactly people were up to. Figures published by British media in 2016 suggested
that only about 20% of known returnees from Syria and Iraq had been charged with an offence [18]. In
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your view, how serious a problem is this apparent lack of, or difficulty in gathering sufficient evidence?
MH: It’s important to emphasise that in the vast majority of cases returning foreign fighters will be prosecuted.
But I’ve been at pains to leave at least the possibility, let’s say in the case of radicalised teenagers or schoolgirls,
of other options on return. In terms of the statistics of those who have returned and have been prosecuted, I
think that actually we have to wait and see, because in the vast majority of cases those who’ve returned and
have been through the system of investigation and prosecution originally travelled out before the declaration
of the caliphate. So, these are British citizens who went out there between 2011, at the start of the conflict,
and 2014, when there was a more confused picture on the ground. And, of course, there were legitimate
reasons for travel – aid convoys etc. So, where people have returned and there’s been a non-prosecution
decision, I think that is reflective of the time-period in which these people were actually in Syria or Iraq.
We’ve not yet seen, to its full extent, the return of those who left after the declaration of the caliphate. Where they
did, and where they now return, it is even more likely that they will be prosecuted. But I don’t think we’ve seen that
yet. Your question is obviously going to that category of people who require prosecution, but against whom there’s
intelligence and not evidence. That is a real phenomenon. In terms of legal instruments, that is where the TPIM
Act comes into play. And I’ve said before that I would predict at least a modest rise in the use of TPIM legislation,
perhaps to deal with these sort of cases. You have to make a decision between closing criminal proceedings to
reflect this issue or maintaining the primacy of open proceedings in our criminal courts, in which case you need
the part open, part closed process that’s already available under TPIMs and that is the solution that I prefer.
Yes, we do have one recent precedent case (Incedal [19]), for part-closed proceedings in a criminal court, and
therefore there may be an argument that with certain returning fighters yet to come [back to the UK], where there is
heavyweight intelligence but a lack of evidence, you could make the case for another Incedal-style criminal charge.
The court of appeals at the highest levels scrutinized the procedure that was used in Incedal and Lord Chief Justice
Thomas ultimately approved it but said that it should be used very rarely. As a criminal lawyer, I believe I speak for
almost everyone by saying we do not want to see the proliferation of closed criminal trials. Fortunately, because
we have closed process in civil proceedings, we have another route to take, and I think the better route forward.
But there will undoubtedly be a longer conversation about the extent to which intelligence-led
information can or should be filtered through to open court proceedings. There are a number of ways of
doing that. Gisting, or the process of redaction, is the most obvious that can and should be used. But the
impossibility of opening up information that would place covert human intelligence sources at risk
means that there is always going to be intelligence information that you cannot deploy in open court.
The final possible mechanism would be to introduce the non-jury trials [NJTs] that we still see in
Northern Ireland. The availability of jurors in Northern Ireland, where jurors are selected from
communities that have been in conflict in recent history, is much narrower than in England and Wales.
So, there are particular reasons why there are good arguments for retaining NJTs in Northern Ireland,
but I don’t see any good reason for introducing them in our larger population in England and Wales.
SM: You’ve pre-empted my next question, which is to do with the appropriateness of TPIMs in dealing with people
who can’t be prosecuted but against whom there is substantial intelligence. Of course, TPIMs are a very expensive
tool to apply and there were some high-profile cases where people actually absconded while subject to these measures.
MH: Yes, there has been one or two celebrated absconder cases, although that happened more, funnily
enough, under control orders (the precursor regime) than under TPIMs. The Independent Reviewer sits as
an observer on every TPIM review group [TRG] meeting. These meetings take place regularly throughout the
year - at least quarterly - and I’m always looking at the necessity and proportionality of the TPIM legislation.
What I’d add to that is that the future use of the TPIM Act could, in my view, be a little more flexible, and although
everyone hates the phrase ‘TPIM lite’, I would encourage the imposition of TPIMs, provided it passes the necessity
and proportionality tests, in cases where you don’t have to apply the full suite of measures against each individual.
What we tend to see at the moment is a very low number of TPIMs where those subjects are facing almost
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all of the measures, and in almost every case, relocation up to 200 miles from home is used. I accept that it’s
a necessity in the cases where it’s currently imposed, but it would be perfectly in tune with the legislation
to say that a TPIM is going to be imposed without relocation, but in order to protect against unwarranted
use of the internet or communication with online propaganda in mind, where an individual will stay at
home, will be subject to electronic and other monitoring, and will be subject to a TPIM. That would be an
appropriate use of the legislation. So, I think when we talk about modest expansion, if that’s the method
by which they expand, that would come at lower cost. A relocation TPIM is extremely costly – it involves
teams of officers in locations around the country. Doing it at a lower cost but with sufficient effectiveness
would be a good thing. Every time any form of legislation is used that doesn’t involve actual remand into
custody there is a risk of absconding, but that’s a risk for security services to manage day-by-day, case-by-case.
SM: Another somewhat controversial issue, and one of the things that the UK has often struggled with, has been
the deportation of both suspected and sometimes convicted foreign terrorists. The Abu Qatada [20] saga, of course,
comes to mind, but there are numerous other cases where it’s been extremely difficult, if not impossible to deport
foreign terrorists from the UK due to human rights issues. By comparison, other European countries such as
France and Italy appear to make use of deportations far more often (Italy has deported more than 260 terrorism
suspects since January 2015 [21]). Of course, David Anderson and Clive Walker’s recent report on deportation with
assurances (DWAs) explores this issue in detail, [22] but I’d be interested to hear your thoughts on the reason for
this disparity, and whether you think the UK could or should strive to increase its use of deportations as a CT tool?
MH: It comes down fundamentally to the state’s responsibility for an individual, however odious that individual
may be. The leading writing on it is David Anderson’s and Clive Walker’s report and I would defer to that. However,
the principles that have underpinned removal of people from this country for some time now include the twin
objectives, to put it one way, or the collision to put it another way, between national security risk and safety on return
[to the person’s country of origin]. Of course, wherever you identify a person who represents a risk to national
security, we all want to take every step to minimize that risk and one way to minimize it is to remove the individual.
But we live in a rights-based society in Europe. That means article 2 [of the European Convention on Human
Rights [23]], and article 2 mandates contracting states to consider what in this context we describe as safety
on return. Although that has been irritatingly difficult for the British state to apply, it’s right that states should
maintain that responsibility. Equally, because of the international nature of terrorism, as we’ve seen over the last
handful of years, the mere fact of successful deportation doesn’t necessarily negate the risk because individuals
can travel back or, still worse, can train and send others back whom we’re not expecting. So, I think deportation,
with the right assurances, has its place and is being used, but shouldn’t be seen as a one-stop solution to risk
from individuals or groups. Sometimes one country ridding itself of a problem is merely giving that problem
to another country. Sometimes [deportation is] an effective tool, but for those who would argue politically,
as it were, that it’s a one-stop solution that rids a state of the problem, it’s much more complicated than that.
SM: When it comes to prosecuting terrorists, you’ve previously pointed out that existing criminal legislation is
often sufficient. We saw this in a number of recent prosecutions in the UK - for instance both the murderers of
Lee Rigby [24] and of Jo Cox [25] were convicted of murder, rather than terrorism. Yet many people seem to think
there’s a double-standard in how terrorism cases are dealt with. The perception is that there’s a bias towards using
the term terrorism and applying terrorism legislation when the offender is Muslim. Can you give us your thoughts
on this issue and talk us through the decision-making process in terms of what kind of charge is ultimately applied?
MH: You don’t take a charging decision based exclusively on the sentencing power that it may give
a court months or years later. You look at the seriousness of the offending and the most apt and frankly,
the most straightforward way of describing to judge and jury what you allege the individual has done.
If they have taken life unlawfully then in the vast majority of cases the Common Law offence of murder
is fit for purpose. And if they have deployed explosive substances or devices, then in the majority
of cases the Explosive Substances Act of 1883 sets it out clearly and simply [26]. So, as a prosecutor
you look for appropriate solutions to what sometimes could otherwise be a more complex problem.
Although the section 1 definition of terrorism [27] is comprehensible if very carefully explained, if you don’t
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need to use that definition as part of the evidence proving guilt, why would you? So, I think that sometimes
it’s not actually about the charging decision. The use of the word ‘terrorism’ is still very important at the
policing and investigative stage so that if, heaven forbid, there were another Lee Rigby case or another Jo
Cox case, it’s important on day one to describe that activity as terrorism in both cases. But in charging
decisions you look at what is most appropriate and worry less about applying the terrorism label. In that
context, the Counter-Terrorism Act 2008 [28] created a schedule of offences, which at the sentencing
stage are aggravated by the presence of terrorism. So, you can pick up the terrorism context specifically
as part of the sentencing exercise. You don’t have to advertise that at the front end of a criminal trial.
In fact, because there are one or two gaps on the schedule in the 2008 Act, I would support, if the
government chooses to go this road, the addition of some other general crime offences to that schedule. I
think an example of that would be section 18 of the Offences Against the Person Act 1861 [29] [wounding
with intent to do grievous bodily harm], which doesn’t appear on the schedule at the moment. So, we
can badge things as terrorism early on as part of the investigation, and we should wherever it applies.
We can badge things as terrorism at the sentencing stage. In the middle, when we’re dealing with an
indictment before a jury, what we should do is robustly cover all of the criminality. If that involves some
bespoke terrorism offences all well and good. If it involves general crime offences, that also is appropriate.
SM: You mentioned gaps in Counter-Terrorism. An unfortunate development that many countries around the world
are currently facing is the increasing involvement of children, under the age of 18, in acts of terrorism. As a result
of that, we’re seeing changes in legislation - for instance in Germany [30] and Australia [31]- aimed at ensuring
that appropriate powers are in place to monitor and manage the level of risk presented by radicalised children.
You were personally involved in such a prosecution in the UK. What legal or other challenges does this pose, and
do you see a need for legislative amendments in the UK to manage the risk associated with radicalised children?
MH: I was involved in the prosecution of Michael Piggin, [32], who was 17 at the time he was
charged under the Explosive Substances Act, to which he pleaded guilty for making pipe bombs. But
he was also charged with preparation for terrorism, to which he pleaded not guilty and ultimately a
jury failed to agree on that. It’s a very serious aspect of any terrorism case where you’re dealing with
someone below the age of majority and there are any number of ramifications when that applies.
Starting with the age of criminal responsibility, that varies as you go around the world between about
nine in some countries and at least eighteen in others. We [in the UK] have a comparatively low age of
ten, so, put simply, we don’t have a criminal age of responsibility problem in terms of charging young
offenders. Heaven forbid we ever find individuals below the age of ten getting involved in terrorist activity,
as opposed to being impacted by the terrorist activity of their parents. That’s where the family courts possibly with the use of closed material proceedings - need to intervene to safeguard those children.
But talking about those who are committing offences, criminal responsibility is a relatively settled issue in
our jurisdiction. I appreciate, it is not so elsewhere. But taking individuals into custody pre-charge, and
then at the remand stage, post-charge, then at the post-conviction sentencing stage, at all of those stages
the age [of the suspect/ offender] has a real impact on what is appropriate. I’m particularly interested
in the use of Terrorism Act custody suites for young offenders, and where we need robust rights-based
procedures for adults in pre-charge detention, you absolutely need to provide support for young adults.
There’s a National Appropriate Adult Network [33] in England and Wales, which is extremely useful in
this regard and the Independent Custody Visiting Association [34], which also plays an important role.
In the later stages, obviously separate sentencing regimes apply for young offenders. In between, in terms
of trial, I think whether you’re talking about young offenders charged with terrorism, or young offenders
charged with other kinds of crime, we’ve seen a sharp rise in the detection of educational and other
disorders at the point of admission into the criminal justice system. In the last decade, [there’s been] a seachange in terms of criminal court procedure for people who are off and on the autistic spectrum. The case
of Piggin is a case in point because he suffers from Asperger’s Syndrome [a form of autism [35]]. But with
or without Asperger’s we have a very well-worked, sophisticated system of intermediaries in crown courts
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now, who are there to provide support and facilitate communication wherever a vulnerable individual
is involved in the criminal justice system, which may be [as a] witness, victim, or defendant. The legal
profession is undergoing specific training for the handling and questioning of young people and that’s
overdue. So, I think the system is reacting to this awareness that there are sometimes more young people
going through, and young people with legitimate problems and concerns which need to be addressed.
Back to terrorism specifically, I don’t see the need for any specialist regime in terms of offences for young people,
and in the case of Michael Piggin, the old offences under the Explosive Substances Act proved valuable and his
age was neither here nor there. However, the jury failed to agree that this young man, who was plainly criminal
by virtue of his guilt under the Explosive Substances Act, was a terrorist. I don’t know, but I suspect that at least
part of the problem may have been describing someone of that age as being involved in preparation for terrorism.
It may be that applying the section 1 definition to a young teenager like that was even more difficult than it is in
some of the adult terrorism cases. Does that mean that we apply a separate terrorism definition for youngsters?
No. Does it mean that we lack powers to deal with young people involved in terrorism? No, because general crime
statutes provide an answer. But it certainly means that we have to watch this over time and make sure that our
processes keep up with, not just the problem but also the needs of young people who are put in front of the courts.
SM: Another challenge that I’d like to discuss with you, which is not new - and in fact is something that the
UK and others have been struggling with for many years - is how we go about dealing with people who’re
involved in the radicalisation and recruitment of others. We mentioned Abu Qatada earlier, but, of course,
there’s been many others, including Abdullah el-Faisal [36], Omar Bakri Mohammed [37], Abu Hamza [38],
and, more recently, Anjem Choudary, who was convicted of inviting support for a proscribed organisation [39].
It could be argued that individuals like these are in some ways more dangerous than someone who conducts
an attack, since they often play key roles in the expansion of extremist networks. Yet they’ve also proven to
be extremely difficult to prosecute. Choudary, for instance, evaded the law for many years and ultimately
only received a sentence of five-and-a-half years. The maximum sentences for encouragement of terrorism
[40] and inviting support for a proscribed organisation [41]are just seven and ten years respectively. So, I’m
curious to know your thoughts on why it’s so difficult to prosecute such individuals and whether or not you
think it might be appropriate to allow longer discretionary sentences for these offences in more serious cases?
MH: I do think that there are a number of what you might call middle-order terrorism offences for which
the discretionary maximum sentence set by Parliament in 2000 or 2006 is proven by recent history to be
too low. And so, I do think that you can make a case for increasing the discretionary maximum under
section 12 [inviting support] to, let’s say fifteen years. That is very different to imposing a mandatory
minimum sentence, which I disapprove. We see it in other general crime areas in England and Wales multiple burglary offences being one example, certain types of knife crime being another example - whereas
in terrorism I would argue that we should not move to mandatory minimum sentences, but should provide
the very experienced and senior judges who try terrorism with greater discretion and a higher potential
maximum. I think you could very easily put the Choudary case in that category - a very significant individual.
Anecdotally said, to have tip-toed along the margin between legality and illegality for many years. Highly
significant within a certain, small sector of the community - the al-Muhajiroun membership. To find that
an individual as significant as that is sentenced to no more than five-and-a-half years suggests that it is
time for the discretionary maximum to increase. The offence itself, however, I think is fit for purpose. So, I
endorse the use of section 12 to deal with that sort of individual, potentially with a higher maximum sentence.
This phenomenon of malevolent individuals online or offline, who are seeking to radicalise a very specifically
targeted audience – the question that that poses is whether we need some further offence against that sort of
activity? I find that difficult because, I think from the law-versus-rights perspective, section 12 is already a
significant intervention bringing with it arguments about intervening against mindset alone, and that is why the
sentencing remarks in the Choudary case are particularly apposite because the judge indicated that in section
12 cases, although individuals are sentenced for what they say, it’s not just what they say, it’s the target audience
that they have in mind that is important [42]. There is a difference between a public speaker on a soapbox
expressing views with which the majority disagrees - which to my mind is not terrorism - and an individual
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who is specifically targeting what he or she knows to be a vulnerable, tiny minority who may be radicalised
by his or her words. That, applying section 12, is or can be [considered inviting support for] terrorism. So, I
think it is a powerful offence, with probably not a powerful enough sentencing provision [43]. I wouldn’t go
a step further and say that we need some other specific offence to deal with radicalisers or hate preachers.
That is all a separate argument to intervening against the platforms that they use for their messaging. The
whole tech company debate has been raging, certainly since March last year. My position there has been
that we should not intervene by criminalising tech companies and I don’t see real force in the argument that
we should regard them henceforth as disseminators and charge them under section 2 of the 2006 Act [44].
But, where I’ve been criticised for that, what I’ve repeatedly said is that the tech companies, if they haven’t
done so already, need to wake up, need to realise the abuse of their platforms by a minority, and we’ve got to
see even greater cooperation with investigators. And more aggressive policy towards identifying [terrorist]
material and taking it down. We do have the Global Internet Forum [45], which has made a very useful
start in data-banking known extremist material so that that’s accessible to all tech companies who can then
identify and remove it. We do have, certainly in England and Wales, a very successful referral mechanism by
way of the Counter-Terrorism Internet Referral Unit (CTIRU) [46], who would report that in almost every
occasion that when they notify a webhost of extremist material, it is taken down within about 40 minutes.
What that leaves [us] is putting all of that together and finding a mechanism for stopping the material
from being uploaded in the first place. And that’s where at the moment I part company with the German
solution, where forms of statutory coercion are being used against tech companies [47]. I would rather
that we see the tech companies as part of the solution and not part of the problem. Of course, we’d have to
revisit that if, let’s say, in a year’s time more progress hasn’t been made. We have to maintain pressure on
these vast companies with huge economic power at their disposal to do more, but legislating against tech
companies I believe would come with unintended consequences, which unless we’re very careful about it, could
involve bearing down on the freedom of the internet generally, which would be to the detriment of all of us.
SM: This brings to mind the counter extremism strategy and related efforts in the UK, which have slowly been gathering
pace over the last few years. As you know, there were proposals for a counter extremism bill of some kind and although
that appears to have fallen by the wayside, more recently we’ve seen signs of progress in the appointment of Sara Khan
as head of the Commission for Countering Extremism [48]. The big challenge, of course, will be in coming up with
an operational definition of ‘extremism’. What are your thoughts on this, and do you think that measures such as
the formerly proposed extremism disruption orders [49] (which conceivably might have banned certain individuals
from working with children, or from broadcasting their views online) would be better reserved for those actually
convicted of a terrorist offence, as opposed to merely being designated as an extremist in the absence of prosecution?
MH: I find it much more comfortable to imagine a range of consequences on conviction, which would include
disruption orders of some sort where, at the moment we have notification requirements and a raft of other
consequences of imprisonment - that’s much easier to contemplate than imposing those orders as a civil
sanction without any prosecution.
What I think is very positive about the current government’s approach is that they do appear to have rowed
back from their intention to legislate against non-violent extremism. Where the law comes into play and is
necessary and must be robust is in relation to violent extremism. That is what we want to outlaw and that is
where there should be no safe place to hide for terrorists. Whether they’re espousing violent extremism online
or they’re planning or executing their plots offline, that is where the law comes in as a statutory measure.
Where it is non-violent extremism, if we intervene by creating criminal offences and we do that crudely or
imperfectly, we will have done what I constantly warn against, which is to create a state in which freedom
of thought is suppressed. There are very few countries in the world where that is regarded as a good thing.
From my position, reviewing legislation against violent extremism, I’m relieved that we don’t face a
further statute against non-violent extremism, which seemed to me would have led to endless arguments,
not just about definition of terms but definition of territory covered by these twin statutory regimes.
Far better to do what the government has, which is to say that in the non-violent sphere, there should
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be a commission for countering extremism. I welcome that, and I also have welcomed Sara Khan’s
appointment. I’ve been disappointed that she’s been so roundly criticised. It seems to me that it’s vitally
important that the lead commissioner is given the opportunity to set out her terms, to go through a long
process of taking soundings far and wide and then to grapple with the fundamental problem of what
is extremism in Britain today. All of that is being done on a non-statutory model, which I welcome.
Violent extremism has no place [in society]. Extremism is abhorrent, but if you get the mesh of the
net wrong - in other words if you define your terms badly - that net will catch huge areas of free
speech including the general political arena. The expression of a view, however much you might
disagree with it, is part of a rights-based society. It’s those who then act on that view and turn
to violent extremism who must be hunted down and the force of the law applied against them.
SM: I’d love to chat all day about this, but I realise you’re a busy man! Is there anything else you’d like to highlight
in conclusion?
MH: Although it’s been developed in a time of great stress and sometimes disaster through the attacks
we’ve witnessed, what we have in Britain is a pretty remarkable and robust system of investigation and
prosecution, which is now underpinned by very impressive interoperability between policing at a national
level and at a local level, and between the other sources of investigation. It’s never going to be perfect.
Questions are naturally asked about missed opportunities to intervene before one or more of the attacks last year.
Further questions are asked about whether more needs to be done through legislation or otherwise. But in the midst
of it all, we have a counter-terrorist machine, which demonstrated that it worked in very difficult circumstances
running multiple, contemporaneous terrorism investigations, starting with Westminster Bridge, going on to
Manchester Arena and London Bridge and Finsbury Park - and the system didn’t wilt under that pressure.
So, if there is a positive [element] of the horror from last year, it is that we have a system that works far
more often than not. We’ve got to continually strive to improve it. In a small way, I try to play my
part in that. But if people ask me whether I’m dismayed by British policing, or disappointed by
what I see, the answer is that increasingly over time it’s the opposite, that we have an impressive and
dedicated system from the CPS [Crown Prosecution Service] Counter-Terrorism Division, to national
counter-terror policing, to regional units linking in with general crime policing, and I applaud that.
About the Independent Reviewer: Max Hill, QC, is Head of Red Lion Chambers and, since March 2017,
Britain’s Independent Reviewer of Terrorism Legislation. Whilst unable to advise or appear in terrorismrelated cases during his tenure as Independent Reviewer, Max Hill maintains a heavy-weight crime
practice, defending and prosecuting in a number of complex cases of homicide, violent crime and high value
fraud and corporate crime. He also has extensive advisory experience, both nationally and internationally.
About the Interviewer: Sam Mullins is a Professor of Counter-Terrorism at the George C. Marshall European
Center for Security Studies, Germany, and an Honorary Principle Fellow at the University of Wollongong,
Australia. He is the author of ‘Home-Grown’ Jihad: Understanding Islamist Terrorism in the US and UK.
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Research Notes
Erdogan’s Turkey and the Palestinian Issue
by Ely Karmon & Michael Barak
Abstract
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan attributes great importance to the Palestinian issue, portraying himself as the
defender of the Palestinians and of the holy Islamic sites in Jerusalem. One should consider his infatuation with
the Palestinian cause, and especially Turkey’s very robust relations with Hamas, the Palestinian radical Islamist
movement, in the larger context of Erdogan and his party’s, the Justice and Development Party (AKP), ideological
and strategic goals. The Islamist inclinations of President Erdogan endanger the already strained relations with
Israel. In addition, they can also undermine relations with the Palestinian Authority and threaten the multifaceted
Middle Eastern arena. Moreover, it seems Erdogan dreams of building an Islamist army, on the Iranian model, to
fight for the liberation of Palestine.
Keywords: Erdogan, Hamas, Iran, Turkey
The Neo-Ottoman Vision
Ahmed Davutoglu, the academic who published the book Stratejik Derinlik (Strategic Depth), international
advisor for the Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan and later Foreign Minister (2009-2014), was nicknamed the
“architect of the new Turkish foreign policy”. Davutoglu’s doctrine revolved around the concept of Ottoman
greatness as rooted in a period of revivalism, during Sultan Abdulhamid II’s rule in the late nineteenth century.
He emphasized the Middle East, suggesting that Turkey had a responsibility to actively cooperate with the
Muslim states in the area, because only by reaching out to them and others in the Muslim world could Turkey
become a great power.[1]
Indeed, in the early years of Davutoglu’s tenure as foreign minister, Turkey did pivot toward the Middle East
and sought rapprochement with Iran, Iraq, Syria and the Gulf monarchies, and built good ties with countries
as far away as Sudan. His policy, dubbed “Zero Problems with Neighbors,” helped establish Turkey as a Middle
Eastern power. The second tenet of Davutoglu’s doctrine envisioned Turkey as powerful not just in the Middle
East, but also throughout the Muslim world, assuming the mantle of the “protector of Muslims, from the
Philippines and Somalia to Myanmar and Bosnia,” carrying for Muslims around the world. Although a country
with a secular constitution, Turkey took over the presidency of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation in
2004 for a ten-year period.[2]
However, rather than being neo-Ottoman in a “secular” sense, the AKP’s foreign policy is asymmetrically
focused on Arab Islamists in particular and the Muslim Middle East more generally. The AKP views the
world as composed of religious blocks, and this disposition colors its views of the region and the world. The
subsequent anti-Western, anti-U.S., and anti-Israeli views have become a new paradigm promoted by pundits,
think tanks, and newspapers close to the AKP.[3]
Some commentators claim that the AKP is a concealed form of an Islamist party more dangerous and cunning
than Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood. According to Mustafa Akyol, AKP is not Islamist because it does not intend
to implement Sharia law in Turkey. Akyol prefers to use the term “Muslimist” ideology or “Muslim nationalism,”
which implies “an emotional affinity” to the Muslim Brothers around the world, and a presumption of being
the rightful party in their disputes with non-Muslims.[4] Muslimism is wrong, argues Akyol, when it blindly
supports Muslim Brothers regardless of whatever they do. Erdogan’s rhetoric crossed that line when he failed to
criticize the brutal crackdown on the Iranian opposition after the faked elections of June 2009, Ahmadinejad’s
threats to wipe Israel off from the map or when he dismissed the atrocities in Darfur by pretending that
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“Muslims cannot commit genocide”.[4]
According to Kadri Gursel, the AKP’s foreign policy in the Middle East “has been infected with the viruses of
Islamist ideology, populism, and emotionalism” and therefore cannot lead a Realpolitik policy.[5] Although
Neo-Ottomanism helps present Turkey as a leader of the Sunni world, Turkey developed a multidimensional
foreign policy. “I’m neither a Shiite nor a Sunni; I’m a Muslim”, declared Erdogan during his July 2008 visit to
Iraq. Turkey’s popularity, after the 2009 Gaza war and the crisis of the Turkish Mavy Marmara ship bound to
Gaza, not only grew in the Sunni street but also in the Shiite communities, where Erdogan attracted the support
of Lebanon’s Shiites. In 2010, Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah declared Erdogan “a Muslim hero.” Turkey’s
defense of Iran, Syria and Hamas in international arena was criticized by the Western media and perceived as
a shift in its pro-Western axis.[6]
The quest for “strategic autonomy” is the ultimate goal of this multidimensional approach. Examples include
the Brazilian-Turkish-led negotiations on the Iranian nuclear dossier in 2010 and the uninterrupted dialogue
with Hamas since their victory in the Palestinian Authority parliamentary elections in 2006.[7]
But all these policies were challenged after the 2011 Arab uprisings, as the status quo in the region changed.
At the beginning of the uprisings many observers suggested that Turkey will emerge as the leader of a Sunni
bloc. Tariq Ramadan, the grandson of the founder of the Muslim Brotherhood, Hassan al-Banna, stated that
“democratic Turkey is the template for Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood.” Indeed, the AKP government had
positioned itself very well for the exceptional events, bolstering its credibility in Islamist circles by actively
supporting Hamas in its competition with the Fatah-controlled Palestinian Authority and against Israeli
attempts to isolate it in Gaza; by supporting Sudanese Islamist President Omar al-Bashir, accused of genocide
in Darfur; by maintaining excellent relations with the Syrian regime; and by improving its position in Lebanon
by courting all the parties in conflict.[8]
The Palestinian Factor
By exploiting the Palestinian issue, Erdogan tries to present Turkey to the Arab public as a leading power in
the Middle East, to gain Islamic legitimacy, and to build an economic infrastructure in the region.[9] Speaking
in September 2014 in New York at the Foreign Relations Council (CFR), one of the leading think tanks of
the United States, Erdogan declared: “The Palestinian issue is an important issue that has an impact not just
on the Palestinians, but on all the Muslims and everyone who has a conscience in the world. And in fact, the
Palestinian issue lies in the heart of many of the issues in the region. And the Israeli government, although they
know this sensitivity very well, has not refrained from putting its own people and the people of the region on
fire.”[10]
Erdogan’s speeches are imbued with great sympathy for the Palestinian people and he often mixes it with
emotions and identification. In September 2017, he declared at the United Nations General Assembly in
New York: “I call on the international community to support our Palestinian brothers and sisters in Eastern
Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza in their struggle for an independent and geographically unified Palestinian
State”.[11] Erdogan manifests his support for the Palestinians by symbolic gestures. In 2012, he met with Aaed
al-Tamimi, a 13-year-old girl who provoked IDF soldiers and was invited to Turkey where she received an
award from Erdogan in recognition of her bravery.[12] In December 2017, he hosted a 14-year-old Palestinian
boy with Down syndrome, who was detained by Israeli soldiers in the West Bank.[13] In January 2018, he
hosted a Palestinian teen who became a symbol of Palestinian opposition to the U.S. decision to recognize
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.[14]
The Special Relations with Hamas
Since the AKP took office in November 2002, the party’s pro-Hamas rhetoric and conduct as well as government-
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sponsored Hamas fundraisings and gatherings, have for the first time turned the traditional Turkish sympathy
for the Palestinians into sympathy for Hamas. Thus, young Turks have been exposed to a worldview of “good
Hamas versus evil Israel,” while whitewashing Hamas’ violent actions. [15] In March 2006 Erdogan invited
a high-level Hamas delegation to visit Turkey, immediately after its success at the January 2006 Palestinian
Legislative Council elections. Erdogan argued that the visit created an opportunity for the Turkish authorities
to “sincerely convey the expectations of the whole humanity to the Hamas delegation.”[16]
The AKP government called on Western countries to “recognize Hamas as the legitimate government of the
Palestinian people,” while labeling Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas as “head of an illegitimate
government.”[17] Turkish officials repeatedly refer to Hamas as a democratically elected group that was denied
the chance to govern and call on the international community to engage with Hamas. [18] AKP Group Acting
Chairman, Eyup Fatsa, claimed that as Arafat and Fatah in the past negotiated a peace with Israel “this may also
be possible with Hamas.” According to him it was explained to the Hamas leadership during the 2006 meetings
that “the struggle should continue on a democratic platform; that it should contribute to the peace process; that
weapons and democracy cannot coexist; that if it intends to assume political responsibility, it should lay down
arms; that Israel and Hamas should reciprocally recognize each other; that this process cannot continue with
armed struggle.”[19]
Many Turkish newspapers like the pro-Islamic daily Yeni Safak and the center-right daily Sabah expressed
support for Hamas’ leader Khaled Meshal visit and presented it as a Turkish attempt to mediate in the IsraeliPalestinian conflict. Hakan Albayrak in Yeni Safak asked Ankara to “put pressure on Israel to force it to
withdraw from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip instead of urging Hamas to renounce violence, cooperate
with Mahmoud Abbas, head of the Palestinian Authority, and recognize Israel.”[20] However, Kerim Balci
in the pro-Islamic Zaman argued that contacts should be held “when the time is right” and warned that it is
“imperative for lasting peace” that Arab countries and leaders accept Hamas. He wondered whether “Arab
countries [will] accept Hamas as their interlocutor? Will they be able to make peace with an ideology that views
the destruction of Israel as the first step of a rooted revolution in the Muslim world? Will Hamas leaders be able
to embrace the Arab leaders whom they have been declaring infidel, hypocrite, traitor, spy, and convert?”[21]
Turkish center-right and conservative newspapers opposed the visit and columnist Cengiz Candar claimed
that Ankara could have conveyed its messages to Hamas through its ambassador in Syria. Criticizing Meshal’s
visit, columnist Emin Colasan argued that the great importance the AKP administration attached to Hamas
was due to the organization’s plan to “establish an Islamic state.... That suits the AKP very much,” he wrote.[22]
AKP’s government clear support to Hamas and its violent strategy became obvious during the 2008 Israeli Cast
Lead operation in the Gaza Strip, following the massive launching of rockets against Israeli territory. Erdogan
expressed his anger towards the Israeli government and Prime Minister Ehud Olmert personally, claiming that
he was betrayed by the Israeli PM for not informing him beforehand about the projected operation while he
was engaged in mediating between Israel and Syria.
In reality this was a well-prepared move. Erdogan and his government did not utter a word against the rocket
attacks of Hamas on Israeli territory before and during the operation. Erdogan’s aggressive and undiplomatic
verbal attack on Israeli president Shimon Peres at the now famous Davos meeting on January 29, 2009, raised
the tension between the two countries at its utmost. Moreover, Erdogan and his government not only fervently
supported Hamas but delegitimized PA President Mahmud Abbas, claiming that his legal term ended on 9
January 2009, thus raising Abbas’ suspicions and anger concerning the real goals of Turkey. Ramallah worried
about the way in which Turkey became one of the chief supporters of Hamas and the enemy of Al-Fatah,
showing its shifting toward the radical camp in the Middle East.[23]
Columnist Cuneyt Ulsever deplored the rapprochement with Hamas “because it isolates Turkey in the world
and incites anti-Semitism in the county,” for instance after the minister of national education issued a circular
requiring primary school children to condemn Israeli raids on Gaza. Her suggested that the AKP minister
should have also protested the Hamas brainwashing of the five- and six-year-old children by making them wear
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military fatigues and handing them rifles.[24]

Hamas’ Militant and Terrorist Activities Supported by Turkey
Turkey’s operative support to Hamas materialized when the Mavi Marmara, a Turkish ship carrying a sizeable
Turkish militant group from the Foundation for Human Rights and Freedoms and Humanitarian Relief (İnsan
Hak ve Hürriyetleri İnsani Yardım Vakfi - IHH) leading an international flotilla, tried to break the Israeli
blockade of the Gaza Strip in May 2010. In spite of Israel’s attempts through diplomatic channels to convince the
Turkish government to transport the humanitarian aid convoy to Gaza through the Israeli border, the Turkish
leaders preferred to support the provocative aid flotilla which terminated in an Israeli military operation and
the death of nine violent Turkish militants of the IHH.
IHH is a Turkish Islamist NGO established two decades ago in Istanbul, an affiliate of the Union of Good (‘I’tilaf
al-Khayr), a Saudi-based organization. In the mid-1990s, the IHH was associated with radical Islamist groups
in Algeria and Iran and one of the NGOs financing and supporting terrorist jihadist activities in Chechnya and
Bosnia. The former head of the French judiciary’s counterterrorism unit, Judge Jean-Louis Bruguiere, testified
that the IHH played important logistical roles in the facilitation of bogus passports and other counterfeited
documents, the trafficking of weapons, recruitment of fighters, and the infiltration of mujahideen into various
war zones.[25] Hurriyet columnist Semih Idiz stated that the Erdogan government has close relations with
the IHH and stands morally and politically behind this group and argued that events like the flotilla clash
endanger Turkey’s long-term interests. This happened, he noted humorously, “because the NGO in question
is…a ‘GNGO’: a ‘governmental-non-governmental-organization’.” Another columnist of the same daily, Barcin
Yinanc, wondered if the Turkish government mourned the flotilla activists killed by Israel because they “have
become martyrs” and went to Gaza not for humanitarian purposes but for jihad.[26]
While Israel decided on an Independent Public Commission with international observers to examine the
maritime incident and to cooperate with the UN investigative panel appointed by Secretary-General Ban KiMoon, Turkey formed a national commission under the coordination of the prime minister’s office, with the
participation of bureaucrats from the Foreign, Justice, Transportation and Interior Ministries for investigating
“the treatment to which persons in the convoy had been exposed.” No word about investigating Turkey
government’s responsibilities in the incident and its relations with IHH. Following the events of the May 2010
Gaza flotilla, Sheikh Yousef Al-Qaradhawi, a spiritual leader of Hamas, praised Turkey for its contribution:
“All the shahids are from among our Turkish brothers – scions of Muhammad the Conqueror and his mighty
brothers.” He also thanked the Turkish participants, adding that “another flotilla will avenge the deaths” of the
Turkish activists.”[27] It seems the Turkish government was interested to achieve at all costs the end of the
Gaza blockade and Hamas’ international isolation in its bid for the leadership in the Palestinian issue, growing
influence in the Arab world and strategic rapprochement, at that time, with Syria and Iran. The Palestinian
issue is also an important card on the Turkish internal arena, a rallying populist flag for the Islamist masses.
When at the end of August 2010, the already difficult peace negotiations between Israel and the Palestinian
Authority finally resumed in Washington after a ten months long stalemate, Hamas staged two terrorist attacks
in the West Bank, killing four Israelis and wounding two others, in an attempt to derail the fragile process.
Mahmoud Zahar, the Hamas leader in the Gaza Strip, rejected in a fiery speech any compromise with Israel,
took responsibility for the shootings and indicated that more attacks could be expected. He attacked Palestinian
Chairman Mahmoud Abbas who, he claimed, has no right to represent the Palestinian people. [28] Turkey’s
reaction to these events was to welcome “the resumption of direct talks between Israel and Palestine,” and
to declare that “it was important to avoid unilateral acts which would negatively affect the process”, without
mentioning the Hamas responsibility for the “heroic” murder of four innocent civilians or publicly appealing
to its leaders to stop the use of terrorism. [29]
While many years have passed since the 2006 Hamas leader’s visit to Ankara, argued Cuneyt Ulsever, Hamas
did not take the slightest notice of Turkey’s peaceful appeals. “Did it hand over a single rocket? Could [Turkey]
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prevent Hamas rockets…from raining on Israel? he asked.[30] Hamas has refused to recognize Israel and
work with the Palestinian Authority in uniting the Palestinian people. “A true friend of the Palestinians would
support them to take the road to peace, not that of death, destruction and disunity”, argued Hayri Abaza,
another Turkish journalist.[31]
Since the Mavi Marmara diplomatic and political crisis between Turkey and Israel in 2010, and more so since
the 2011 agreement between Israel and Hamas to release Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit in exchange for 1,027
Palestinian prisoners and the expulsion of 10 operatives to Turkey, Turkey has become a “second home” for
Hamas militants and terrorists. There they invest efforts to recruit members, build financial resources and
cooperate with other actors against Israel. According to the Turkish media, once they arrived in Turkey the
Hamas militants were supposed to be under surveillance of Turkish intelligence and not permitted to circulate
unaccompanied. However, Turkey did not require them to remain in the country or forbid them to go to
another country if they so desired.[32]
Since 2014, Turkey is host to Salah al-Arouri, a senior Hamas political bureau member and the major operative
commander responsible for establishing, funding and strengthening the Hamas military-terrorist infrastructure
in the West Bank, operating out of his headquarters in Istanbul. Between May and August 2014, the Israeli
security forces detained 94 Hamas members in the West Bank and Jerusalem suspected of involvement in
establishing a military-terrorist infrastructure to carry out terrorist attacks in Israel. The network was headed
by Riyad Nasser and included cells in Nablus, Bethlehem, the Yatir region, Jerusalem and Tulkarm. Riyad
Nasser was recruited and his network’s activity directed by Saleh al-Arouri from Istanbul.[33] According to
the Israel Security Agency (ISA), one of the network’s objectives, still in its first stages, was to overthrow the
Palestinian Authority and Mahmoud Abbas’ rule. The then-leader of ISA, Yoram Cohen, traveled personally
to Ramallah to inform Mahmoud Abbas, who thanked Israel for its assistance. [34]
Saleh al-Arouri was behind the Hamas cell responsible for the abduction and murder of three Jewish youths
in Gush Etzion on June 12, 2014. This was followed by a major operation by the IDF in the West Bank and
finally led to the 50-day Protective Edge operation, beginning 8 July 2014, in the Hamas ruled Gaza Strip. On
August 20, 2014, al-Arouri told the participants of the fourth conference of the World Union of Islamic Sages
(held in Turkey) that Hamas was behind the abduction and murder of the three Jewish youths in Gush Etzion.
[35] With increased attention on al-Arouri, including concern over the fact he was headquartered in the heart
of a NATO country, the U.S. Treasury designated him as a terrorist in September 2015. According to media
accounts, the Hamas leader was then deported from Turkey in December 2015. President Erdogan, Prime
Minister Davutoglu, and Hamas leader Meshal agreed that al-Arouri would “voluntarily” depart the country
and not return, though Hamas will be allowed to continue other operations on Turkish soil. While al-Arouri
was the most prominent member of Hamas, ten senior Hamas officials were believed to be still in Turkey before
the rapprochement talks between Israel and Turkey by mid-2015. [36]
More recently, the Israeli Security Agency announced that on 1 January 2018, a Turkish citizen, Cemil Tekeli, a
lecturer in law, was arrested on suspicion of aiding Hamas terrorists in Turkey. On 21 January, Dara’am Jabarin,
an Israeli citizen, was also arrested. The two had been recruited in Turkey by senior Hamas terrorist Zaher
Jabarin, released in the Shalit deal. He is responsible for Hamas’ budget and promotes terrorist operations
in the West Bank on instruction from Salah Arouri, who serves these days as the deputy chairman of the
organization and head of its operations in the West Bank. Investigation findings have revealed wide-ranging
Hamas activity in money laundering in Turkey on instruction from Zaher Jabarin.[37] Tekeli admitted during
the investigation that Turkey contributes to the military strengthening of Hamas via the SADAT company,
established at the behest of Adnan Tanriverdi, an adviser close to the Turkish establishment. The company was
founded to assist with funds and war materials the creation of the “Palestine Army,” the goal of which is to fight
Israel. One of its employees even helped senior Hamas officials to visit a 2015 weapon show in Turkey, where
they expressed interest in UAVs. [38]
Interestingly, when in March 2013 Erdogan decided to reach a reconciliation agreement with Israel, Turkey
asked for support from Hamas to recognize his move as a “victory”. Hamas applauded Erdogan for having
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won the apology from Israel and informing Hamas political chief Khaled Meshal that Netanyahu promised to
“lift the siege on the Palestinian people.”[39] Some Hamas voices complained that Erdogan did not stand to
his pledge to “accompany the Palestinians during the liberation of al-Quds (Jerusalem).” [40] The day after the
deal was made public, Erdogan called the Palestinian President Mahmud Abbas and heard bitter words from
him for having negotiated Palestinian concerns with Israel without so much as briefing Ramallah, even though
the Jerusalem-Ankara deal specifically states that it would be the Palestinian Authority, not Hamas, which shall
administer Turkish aid to Gaza.[41]
The Islamist ideology of the AKP and Hamas contributed to a deepening of their relationship, as they share
common values and vision. Hamas has encouraged Erdogan many times to take an active role regarding
the Palestinian issue. In June 2016, for example, Hamas praised Turkey’s “continuing role in supporting the
Palestinian issue and in ending the siege totally and “to stop Israel’s aggression against our people, lands and
foremost al-Aqsa”.[42] Following President Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, Hamas leader
Ismail Haniyye called Erdogan in December 2017, praising the brave attitude of Turkey and its determination
to thwart the decision. He stressed that Turkey had a major regional and international role in the region and
in the issue of Jerusalem.
Relations with the Palestinian Authority (PA)
Under Erdogan’s rule, Turkey-PA relations were not very close, as the Chairman Mahmud Abbas disliked the
warm ties between Turkey and Hamas. However, both sides have attempted to portray an image of cooperation
and solidarity. In 2014-2015 the cooperation became stronger as Turkey made efforts to support Palestine’s
status as an observer at the United Nations. In January 2015, Mahmud Abbas was the first guest hosted in
the new palace of Erdogan, inaugurated after the latter was elected president. The efforts made by Erdogan to
reconcile between PA and Hamas were welcomed by both sides.[43]
Following Trump’s declaration on Jerusalem, Turkey and the PA have strengthened their ties. In May 2017, at
the International Jerusalem Foundations Forum (Kudüs Vakıfları Forumu) in Istanbul, Erdogan emphasized
the importance of Jerusalem to Islam and called to the Muslims to visit Jerusalem to defend it by challenging
occupation and oppression by Israel. He demanded that Israel desist from harming the holy sites of Islam
in Jerusalem, “the harassments and assaults against the Al Aqsa Mosque, our first kiblah…The Haram alSharif, covering the al-Aqsa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock, with its 144 dunam land, is a whole, belongs
to Muslims and will remain so forever. We will never consent to such provocations, aimed at changing the
characteristics”.[44]
Relations with the Northern Wing of the Arab Islamic Movement in Israel
Since AKP’s ascending to power, the relations with the Northern wing of the Islamic Movement in Israel have
become stronger as both share a common ideology and aim to promote Jerusalem as issue in radical Islamic
discourse. In November 2015, Sheikh Raed Salah, the leader of the northern branch, declared that “the victory
of AKP in the Turkish elections will contribute to defend the issue of the oppressed and al-Aqsa mosque”.
[45] Turkey tried to penetrate east Jerusalem and the Al-Aqsa plaza through two dedicated representatives of
the Muslim Brotherhood, Raed Salah and Akrima Sabri. According to east Jerusalem sources, it is the Israeli
activists at the mosque plaza who hang the Turkish flags on al-Aqsa. The main institution out of which Akrima
Sabri operates is the Association of Love for Protecting Children in Distress in Ras al-Amoud, which is funding
the purchasing of buildings that will become a center for Turkish activity in east Jerusalem. Along with Akrima
Sabri’s establishment, the government agency called Turkish International Cooperation and Development
Agency (TIKA), led by Dr. Serdar Cam, a close ally of Erdogan, works in all territories of the Ottoman Empire
to rehabilitate the old Ottoman heritage.[46]
According to a report by Israeli journalist Nadav Shragai, since 2004 some $63 million donated by the Turkish
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government have gone, mainly through TIKA, to organizations in eastern Jerusalem dedicated to defending
and strengthening the Muslim heritage and character of Jerusalem, used for various building or restoration
projects. Some money has funded the Murabitoun (formed of male militants) and Murabitat (formed of female
militants), two organizations tied to the northern branch of the Islamic Movement. Declaring themselves the
‘Garrison of the Temple Mount’, the Murabitoun and Murabitat organize groups of radical Islamists to harass
and physically assault Jews visiting the Temple Mount.[47]
Another Turkish association that cultivates the Islamic heritage of Jerusalem is the Turkish Islamic Association,
“Irade”, which has ties to Hamas and the northern branch of the Islamic movement. [48] On September 28,
2014, it launched an online campaign called, “Al-Quds Amanati” in order to strengthen Jerusalem’s Islamic
identity. The campaign gained the support of various Islamic organizations in Muslim countries. Kamal Khatib,
a leader of the northern branch of the Islamic Movement, was interviewed for “Irade” in September 2014 and
he emphasized the importance of al-Aqsa Mosque to the Muslim world and the campaign on the subject.[49]
On the website of the city of Umm al-Fahm, a stronghold of the northern branch, one can find a propaganda
video of the “Irade” organization regarding the importance of resistance to Israeli sovereignty on the Temple
Mount.[50]
The Northern Faction of the Islamic Movement, headed by Sheikh Raed Salah, which denies Israel’s right
to exist, calls for replacing the State of Israel with an Islamic caliphate and does not recognize governmental
institutions; it was outlawed by Israel in November 2015. According to the Israeli authorities, a significant body
of evidence demonstrates that the Northern Faction is closely related to the Hamas terrorist organization and
clandestine cooperation between the two groups is ongoing. [51] Raed Salah was previously convicted for his
links to Hamas and for contact with an Iranian agent. Most recently, in October 2017, he was sentenced to
eleven months in prison on incitement charges. The Israeli government also banned the two groups funded by
Salah’s Northern Branch, the Murabitoun and Murabitat.[52]
The Israeli Factor
Mehmet Ali Birand claims that Erdogan’s speech at the 2009 AKP’s third congress represented a “historic
crossroads” when it proclaimed the “New Turkish Republic,” a more religious country by changing the contents
of the old secularity concept. By proclaiming loudly his criticism against Israel, Erdogan became “a very
respectable leader in Middle Eastern countries.”[53] Even in his bid for the presidency, Erdogan used the
Palestinian issue to feed nationalist feelings among his supporters. Erdogan was able to divert public attention
by stoking popular discontent against Israel’s military operations in Gaza.[54] According to some experts,
Turkey puts more emphasis on value-driven policies, standing against Israel’s alleged human rights violations,
specifically with regard to the situation in Gaza, as a way to present Turkey as a moral actor.[55] It stands to
reason that Turkey thereby hopes to distract from its repressive policies against its own important Kurdish
minority, and the Kurds in Syria and Iraq.
In an analysis of Erdogan’s political activity co-authored by Prof. Shaul Kimhi, based on his personality and
psychological profile, it was found that when it comes to Israel, it is Erdogan who calls the shots, and he is
personally responsible for the deterioration in bilateral relations. One source noted that Erdogan has strong
anti-Israeli sentiments, based on deeply rooted religious beliefs. American diplomats, cited in Wikileaks
documents, reported that sources both inside and outside the Turkish government confirmed that Erdogan
simply abhors Israel.[56]
The Competition with Iran
Turkey is allied with Hamas in its fight for ending the Gaza siege by Israel, its search for domination in the
internal Palestinian arena and its quest for gaining international legitimacy. But at the same time Hamas has
been strategically allied since 1992 with Iran, which has bolstered its military capabilities and largely financed
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its terrorist activities against Israel. Moreover, Iran, like Hamas, openly professes the destruction of the Jewish
state.
In this sense, there is an ongoing competition between the two regional powers, Turkey and Iran, for the
“hearts and minds” of the Palestinian people and close relations with Hamas. The sectarian war in Syria and the
larger Sunni-Shia conflict have tilted Hamas towards Erdogan’s Turkey while relations with Iran have suffered
ups and downs since 2012. The change of regime in Cairo and the closing of the Gaza border and destruction
of the smuggling tunnels by Egypt have limited Iran’s military and financial support to Hamas.
However, after a period of tension and uncertainty and on the backdrop of president Trump’s decision to move
the US embassy to Jerusalem, Tehran and Hamas recently took steps to improve their relationship. Tehran
may be finding comfort now that Hamas is returning to the Iranian orbit. In October 2017, a senior Hamas
delegation visited Tehran and met with top Iranian leaders. In January 2018, the Hamas spokesman thanked
for their support to the “anti-Israeli resistance front”. Soon after Trump’s announcement, both President Hassan
Rouhani and Quds Force Commander Qassem Soleimani called leaders of Hamas and other Palestinian
militant groups to pledge Iran’s “all-out support” for their struggle against Israel.[57]
Turkey, and its ally Qatar, have been lately hampered in their freedom of action and support to Hamas in Gaza,
mainly due to the Egyptian government’s firm stand and the Cairo alliance with Saudi Arabia and the Emirates
and their own intervention in the internal situation in Gaza. Fatah’s Abbas Zaki, a known Iran supporter, told
Al Mayadeen TV in Lebanon that if Turkey abandons the Palestinians in the wake of the agreement with Israel,
it will mark the end of the Palestinian issue. He expressed confidence that this will not happen, saying that the
agreement is a fruit of circumstances that will change and that Turkey supports “every Palestinian” (and not
only Hamas). [58] At the same time the Turkish – Iranian relations have improved, on the backdrop of their
alliance with Russia in the civil war in Syria and with their common interest to sabotage any Kurdish steps to
independence, in Syria and Iraq.
It would appear that lately Turkey has passed from a regional political and ideological competition with Iran to
a kind of emulation of the Iranian strategy to support Islamist and jihadists groups in the region.
Erdogan Builds His Own Islamist Guards. Palestine Major Target?
In recent times, Turkey’s policy and relationships with Middle Eastern Islamist movements, jihadist
organizations, and even ISIS, have been widely discussed in academia, political and defense circles, and in
the media.[59] However, the special relationship Turkey and its president Erdogan have with the Palestinian
Islamist and terrorist organization and Gaza regime which is Hamas, merit distinct attention as it impacts on
one of the most sensitive, and at times explosive, conflicts in the region. It is quite clear that Turkish support
cannot serve as compensation for the loss of support by the Muslim Brotherhood regime of president Morsi in
Egypt, nor can it replace Iran as a military bulwark for Hamas. In this respect, Turkish-Hamas relations point
to the limits of Turkey’s influence in the Middle East, as some of the Arab/Muslim states are trying to curb
Turkey’s attempts to gain more influence.[60]
According to Emrullah Uslu, Turkish support to jihadists is not merely a tactic aimed at removing Assad
from power but rather a strategic decision by the Turkish regime to influence Middle Eastern affairs through
non-state actors, much as Iran has been doing since the Khomeinist revolution. Turkey’s support of jihadists
transiting into Syria and its establishment of close ties with Hamas and the Muslim Brotherhood are joint
aspects of this strategy.[61]
This trend has accelerated since the attempted military coup of 15 July 2016. A Turkish opposition website,
Sound of Silence Group (SoS), one of the few active after the arrest of 231 journalists and closing of 149 media
outlets by the Turkish government, claims, like some other observers and analysts, that the coup was actually
“self-staged” in order to permit Erdogan the massive purge and enhanced control of the state.[62]
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One of the main documents published on the SoS website is a comprehensive analysis of the SADAT organization,
actually identifying a longer list of paramilitary organizations in the service of President Erdogan personally,
like IHH–Human Rights and Freedoms Humanity Aid Charity, Ottoman Hearths, IBDA–C Great Eastern
Islamic Raiders Front, KKT–Stay Brothers Turkey and others.[63]
According to its website, SADAT A.S. International Defense Consulting “is the first and the only company in
Turkey, that internationally provides consultancy and military training services at the international defense and
interior security sector.” It was founded under the presidency of Brigadier General (Retired) Adnan Tanriverdi,
by 23 Officers and NCOs retired from various units of Turkish Armed Forces and began its activities in February,
2012. “SADAT Inc. aims at establishing the cooperation among the Islamic Countries in the sense of military
and defense industries, in order to assist the Islamic World to take the rank it deserves among the Super Global
Powers as a self-sufficient military power, by submitting them the services regarding the organization of Armed
Forces, defense consultancy, military training, and ordnance”. Depending on requests, SADAT A.S. has ability
to perform the basic and advanced trainings and orientation programs effectively with the training teams
composed from professionals chosen from a large circle of reserves at all fields of Armed Forces of Friendly
Countries in their own territories.[64]
Erdogan employs SADAT, alongside with other paramilitary organizations, to serve his covert agenda in- and
outside of Turkey. One major act attributed by some to SADAT was its role in the coup on 15 July 2016.
Substantial indications also show that SADAT adopts a Salafist–Jihadist ideology. There are serious claims
about SADAT, which range from providing weapons and guerrilla training to Salafist–Jihadist Al Nusra, Al–
Qaeda and ISIL militants to establishing a pro–Erdogan Salafist–Jihadist militia in Turkey and abroad.[65]
SADAT can be compared with Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), which may provide the potential
trajectories for SADAT’s involvement in Turkish politics, still an unexperienced institution which seems to
be following the footsteps of its Iranian counterpart in many respects. SADAT, with the support of Turkish
Intelligence (MIT), serves as an agent for foreign missions, which is similar to the Quds Force in the IRGC.
In parallel to what the Iranian counterpart has been doing for decades by creating its own proxies such as
Hezbollah in Lebanon, SADAT has been working with radical groups within the Syrian insurgents, including
al–Nusra Front, Ahrar ash-Sham & Jaysh al-Islam and also the extremist groups in Libya, linked to al-Qaeda
and ISIL.[66]
The latest worrying event has been the proposal by SADAT, in December 2017, ahead of the summit of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) called by Erdogan in Istanbul, as published by the Turkish proErdogan daily Yeni Safak, to form a joint “Army of Islam” by the member states of the OIC, to besiege and
attack the state of Israel. According to the article, if the member states of the OIC unite militarily, they will
form the world’s largest and most comprehensive army and could play a major role in the Jerusalem issue. The
number of active soldiers would be at least 5,206,100, while the defense budget would reach approximately
$175 billion, dwarfing the Israeli army, which numbers 160,000 active soldiers and Israel’s defense budget of
$15.6 billion. Turkey may play an important role as an operational center and an army ranking second among
NATO members. The article also mentions the nuclear capabilities of the OIC member Pakistan.[67]
Possibly this proposal is related to the information provided to the Israeli Security Agency by the Turkish
militant Cemil Tekeli about SADAT, indicating that it is actually Turkey, helping Hamas to form a “Palestinian
Army”. According to the Israeli paper Makor Rishon, Tekeli, who has since been deported to Turkey, is a close
associate of Adnan Tanriverdi. The report links this proposal to the growing Turkish activity in Jerusalem and
the Jerusalem issue and features a photo of Tekeli with Tanriverdi. Does the Palestinian Army envisioned by
SADAT represent the first phase in Erdogan’s battle for Jerusalem?[68]
Israel, but also the international community, should follow closely the disturbing policies of Turkey, an active
member of NATO and close associate, in principle, of the European Union.
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130+ (Counter-) Terrorism Research Centres – an Inventory
compiled and selected by Teun van Dongen

Introduction
In the still expanding field of Terrorism Studies, it is difficult to keep track of who is doing what. Anyone
looking for a research partner, a particular type of expertise or, perhaps, a research position, will have a hard
time finding his or her way in the myriad of centres, institutes, think tanks, councils and foundations that seek
to enlarge our understanding of terrorism. Since ‘enhancing security through collaborative research’ is the
mission of the Terrorism Research Initiative (TRI), the editors of its journal Perspectives on Terrorism invited
me to compile a list of terrorism research centres.
What is a terrorism research centre? There is a vast number of organisations that at some point in their existence
conducted terrorism research, but in order to keep this survey manageable, the focus here is on organisations
that have terrorism research as a ‘core business’, i.e. that have a department or a programme specifically devoted
to terrorism or counter-terrorism and/or that list terrorism and related forms of political violence as one of
their research priorities. It is important to note that only organisations with English-language websites are
included.
To a significant extent, the list below is building on previous efforts to make an inventory of security and
terrorism research centres. First of all, a similar list appeared in Perspectives on Terrorism in 2010 (vol. 5, no. 4).
Many of the research centres on that list are still active; therefore, they have been included in the list presented
below. Another useful source was the list of ‘Top Defense and National Security Think Tanks’ from the 2016
Global Go To Think Tank Index Report, which contains rank-ordered lists of the most influential think tanks
in several categories. Not all think tanks in the category ‘Defense and National Security’ conduct terrorism
research, but some of them certainly do. Therefore, a selection from the ‘go to’-think tanks index has been
included here as well. Third, the reports of the United Nations’ Counter-Terrorism Executive Directorate (UNCTED) contain the names of some of the participants in the UN’s Global Research Network. Clearly, these
participants qualify for a place in the list (as does the network itself). In addition, Google online searches with
combinations of search terms like ‘terrorism’, ‘research’, ‘think tank’ and ‘university’ were helpful in finding
organisations that did not appear in one of the sources already mentioned.
The organisations identified here have been divided into six categories: (i) universities, (ii) think tanks, (iii)
government organisations, (iv) networks, (v) commercial organisations and (vi) other organisations. As this is
a list of research organisations, we only included government and commercial organisations that publish freely
available research reports in English. Within the six categories, the organisations are listed alphabetically, but
no distinction has been made between the British and American spelling of ‘centre’/‘center’.
All entries on the list below contain the organisation’s location, its affiliated organisation, its type, the name of
its director, a link to its website (or to the site describing its work on terrorism), an e-mail address (or a link to
a contact form) and, if readily available, a brief description of the organisation’s work. For the organisations in
the category ‘other’, a short characterisation has been added (‘type’). Most of these data points are self-evident,
but three may warrant a brief explanation:
•

Location: this refers to the city where the organisation is based, but the state has been added to the
locations of US-based organisations, not only to be more specific about the location, but also to avoid
misunderstandings about whether a certain city is in the US, Canada, the UK or Australia. In cases
where the reader might be in doubt regarding the specific location of a city, the country has been
added.

•

Affiliated organisation: this refers to organisations that the research centres listed are part of (e.g.,
some research centres are parts of a faculty and a university).
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Director: the people named as ‘director’ are the director of the organisation that is listed - unless stated
otherwise between brackets.

We are under no illusion regarding the completeness of this list; therefore, we encourage readers of Perspectives on Terrorism to come forward (through info@terrorismanalysts.com) with suggestions for terrorism
research centres that might be included in a future inventory. Since the list has been compiled based only on
the websites of the organisations, some of the information below may be outdated. We corrected some entries
that we knew to be no longer accurate, but since we did not have the time to double-check all information,
we cannot rule out the possibility that some of the information presented below is already outdated. Finally,
the presence or absence of research centres in the present list should not be viewed as a value judgment on
the quality of the research conducted at these organisations.

1

Universities

Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs
Location: Cambridge, MA
Affiliated organisation: Harvard University, John F. Kennedy School of Government
Director: William H. Tobey
Website: https://www.belfercenter.org/project/us-russia-initiative-prevent-nuclear-terrorism
Contact: simon_saradzhyan@hks.harvard.edu
Focus: nuclear terrorism and the proliferation of nuclear weapons.

1.1

Centre for Asymmetric Threat Studies

Location: Stockholm
Affiliated organisation: Swedish Defence University
Director: Magnus Ranstorp
Website: http://www.fhs.se/en/research/research-centres-and-programmes/center-for-asymmetric-threat-studies/about/
Contact: registrator@fhs.se
Focus: strategic counterterrorism policy, intelligence studies.

1.2

Centre for Conflict, Security and Terrorism

Location: Nottingham (UK)
Affiliated organisation: School of Politics and International Relations, University of Nottingham
Director: Rory Cormac and Andrew Mumford
Website: http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/cst/
Contact: cst@nottingham.ac.uk
Focus: “security politics in the UK and internationally”.
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Center for Cyber and Homeland Security

Location: Washington, DC
Affiliated organisation: George Washington University
Director: Frank J. Cilluffo
Website: https://cchs.gwu.edu/counterterrorism-intelligence
Contact: CCHS@gwu.edu
Focus: the centre mentions ‘Counterterrorism and Intelligence’ and ‘Homegrown terror & radicalization’ as
research topics.

1.4

Center for Defense and Security Studies

Location: Winnipeg (Canada)
Affiliated organisation: Faculty of Arts, University of Manitoba
Director: Andrea Charron
Website: http://umanitoba.ca/centres/cdss/index.html
Contact: cdss@umanitoba.ca
Focus: not stated specifically with regard to terrorism.

1.5

Center for International Security and Cooperation

Location: Stanford, CA
Affiliated organisation: Stanford University
Director / contact person: Martha Crenshaw, Joseph Felter
Website: https://cisac.fsi.stanford.edu/research/organization/6069/67114
Contact: https://cisac.fsi.stanford.edu/about-cisac
Focus: one of CISAC’s research areas is ‘Terrorism and Homeland Security’; research focuses on “the nature
and organizational structure of international terrorist organizations, and how best to prevent, mitigate, or
counter violence committed by non-state actors”.

1.6

Center on Law and Security

Location: New York
Affiliated organisation: NYU School of Law
Director: Samuel J. Rascoff
Website: https://www.lawandsecurity.org/
Contact: cls@mercury.law.nyu.edu
Focus: big data techniques to counter violent extremism online.
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Center on National Security

Location: New York
Affiliated organisation: Fordham University School of Law
Director: Karen J. Greenberg
Website: http://www.centeronnationalsecurity.org/
Contact: nationalsecurity@law.fordham.edu
Focus: the prosecution of jihadist terrorists in the US.

1.8

Center for Strategic Communication

Location: Tempe, AZ
Affiliated organisation: Arizona State University
Director: Steve Corman
Website: http://csc.asu.edu/
Contact: csc.hdshc@asu.edu
Focus: “countering ideological support for terrorism”.

1.9

Center on Terrorism

Location: New York
Affiliated organisation: John Jay College of Criminal Justice
Director: Charles B. Strozier
Website: http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/center-terrorism
Contact: terrorism@jjay.cuny.edu
Focus: “The goals of the Center are to study terrorism conceptually in ways that are familiar and appropriate
for a university and to identify the practical applications of that knowledge in the search for alternative forms
of human security.”

1.10

Center for Terrorism Law

Location: San Antonio, TX
Affiliated organisation: School of Law, St. Mary’s University
Director: Jeffrey F. Addicott
Website: https://law.stmarytx.edu/academics/special-programs/center-for-terrorism-law/
Contact: terrorismlaw@stmarytx.edu
Focus: “legal issues associated with antiterrorism and counterterrorism. Particular emphasis is given to cyberterrorism, bioterrorism, critical infrastructure and information assurance technologies”.
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Center for Terrorism and Security Studies

Location: Lowell, MA
Affiliated organisation: School of Criminology and Justice Studies, UMass Lowell
Director: Neil Shortland
Website: https://www.uml.edu/Research/CTSS/
Contact: ctss@uml.edu
Focus: CTSS “leads and facilitates scientific research, education and training to help understand and respond
to the evolution, convergence and complexity of domestic and foreign security challenges”. The CTSS was
originally established by Prof. James J.F. Forest, who is co-editor of Perspectives on Terrorism and a Jury
member of TRI’s Annual Award for the Best Ph.D. Thesis in the field of Terrorism Studies.

1.12

Centre for Research and Evidence on Security Threats

Location: Lancaster (UK)
Affiliated organisation: Economic & Social Research Council, Lancaster University
Director: Paul Taylor
Website: https://crestresearch.ac.uk/
Contact: https://crestresearch.ac.uk/contact/
Focus: the website lists five programmes:
•

Actors and narratives

•

Ideas, beliefs and values in social contexts

•

Understanding and countering online behaviour

•

Eliciting information

•

Protective security and risk assessment

1.13

Center for Research on Extremism

Location: Oslo
Affiliated organisation: Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Oslo
Director: Tore Bjørgo
Website: http://www.sv.uio.no/c-rex/english/
Contact: post@c-rex.uio.no
Focus: the causes and consequences of violent right-wing extremism, policies against violent right-wing
extremism.

1.14

Center for Risk and Economic Analysis of Terrorism Events

Location: Los Angeles
Affiliated organisation: University of Southern California
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Director: Detlof von Winterfeldt
Website: http://create.usc.edu/research/research/countering-violent-extremism
Contact: create@usc.edu
Focus: “behavioral and environmental factors that influence an individual’s proclivity toward joining terrorist
networks in the United States or traveling to fight abroad”.

1.15

Center for Security Studies

Location: Zürich (Switzerland)
Affiliated organisation: ETH Zürich, Department of Humanities, Social and Political Sciences
Director: Andreas Wenger
Website: http://www.css.ethz.ch/en/think-tank/themes/global-security/non-state-violence-and-terrorism-energy-issues.html
Contact: karrer@sipo.gess.ethz.ch
Focus: “all forms of counter-terrorism measures past and present, from the Indian-Pakistani conflict to the
US’ ‘Global War on Terror’ and European security challenges”.

1.16

Chicago Center for Security and Threats

Location: Chicago
Affiliated organisation: University of Chicago
Director: Robert A. Pape
Website: https://cpost.uchicago.edu/
Contact: cpost@uchicago.edu
Focus: suicide terrorism (including maintaining a suicide attack database).

1.17

Conflict, Terrorism and Peace Group

Location: Auckland (New Zealand)
Affiliated organisation: School of Social Sciences, University of Auckland
Director: Chris Wilson (group convenor)
Website: http://www.arts.auckland.ac.nz/en/about/schools-in-the-faculty-of-arts/school-of-social-sciences/
politics-and-international-relations/staff-research/ctap.html
Contact: socialsciences@auckland.ac.nz
Focus: “the causes, dynamics, aftermath and prevention of all types of violent conflict; inter-state war; ethnic
violence and civil conflict; terrorism and counter-terrorism; genocide and mass killing; peacebuilding and
post-conflict reconstruction; and humanitarian intervention”.

1.18

Council on Foreign Relations

Location: New York and Washington, DC
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Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Richard N. Haass
Website: https://www.cfr.org/defense-and-security/terrorism-and-counterterrorism
Contact: https://www.cfr.org/contact-us
Focus: not stated specifically with regard to terrorism.

1.19

Cranfield Forensic Institute

Location: Cranfield (UK)
Affiliated organisation: Cranfield University
Director: Andrew Silke (Professor of Risk, Terrorism and Resilience)
Website: https://www.cranfield.ac.uk/centres/cranfield-forensic-institute
Contact: A.Silke@cranfield.ac.uk
Focus: “(1) radicalisation and de-radicalisation processes; (2) risk assessment; (3) prison, detention and terrorism; (4) counterterrorism strategies; and (5) climate change and terrorism”.

1.20

Cyberterrorism Project

Location: not stated
Affiliated organisation: Swansea University
Directors: Thomas Chen, Lee Jarvis, Stuart Macdonald
Website: http://www.cyberterrorism-project.org/
Contact: ctproject@swansea.ac.uk
Focus: cyberterrorism.

1.21

Department of Politics and International Relations

Location: Reading (UK)
Affiliated organisation: University of Reading
Director: Colin Gray
Website: http://www.reading.ac.uk/spirs/research/spirs-cssresearchcluster.aspx
Contact: politics@reading.ac.uk
Focus: critical terrorism studies.

1.22

Department of Security Studies and Criminology

Location: Macquarie County (Australia)
Affiliated organisation: Macquarie University
Director/contact person: Julian Droogan
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Website: https://www.mq.edu.au/about/about-the-university/faculties-and-departments/faculty-of-arts/departments-and-centres/department-of-security-studies-and-criminology
Contact: bighistoryinstitute@mq.edu.au
Focus: the website lists the following priorities:
•

Determine the drivers of violent extremism domestically and nationally

•

Map the nature and effectiveness of CVE programs in Australia and abroad

•

Provide research into violent extremist narratives and counter narratives

•

Deliver policy advice on how best to support CT and CVE in Australia

•

Research emerging trends in terrorism such as the cyber domain.

1.23

Global Studies Institute

Location: Atlanta, GA
Affiliated organisation: Georgia State University
Director: Tony Lemieux
Website: http://gsi.gsu.edu/research/conflict-violence-and-terrorism/
Contact: globalstudies@gsu.edu
Focus: not stated specifically with regard to terrorism.

1.24

Global Terrorism Research Centre

Location: Monash (Australia)
Affiliated organisation: Monash University
Director: Pete Lentini
Website: http://artsonline.monash.edu.au/gtrec/
Contact: http://artsonline.monash.edu.au/gtrec/contact-us/
Focus: “research into terrorism, counter-terrorism, cultural conflict and cooperation”.

1.25

GW Program on Extremism

Location: Washington, DC
Affiliated organisation: George Washington University
Director: Lorenzo Vidino
Website: https://extremism.gwu.edu/
Contact: extremism@gwu.edu
Focus: ISIS in America, American foreign fighters and ISIS’ online activities.
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Handa Centre for the Study of Terrorism and Political Violence

Location: St Andrews (UK)
Affiliated organisation: University of St Andrews
Director: Tim Wilson
Website: https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/~cstpv/
Contact: Gillian Brunton (gm39@st-andrews.ac.uk)
Focus: “the causes, dynamics, characteristics and consequences of terrorism and related forms of political
violence”.

1.27

Institute for Conflict Management

Location: Delhi
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: K.P.S. Gill
Website: http://www.satp.org/satporgtp/icm/index.html
Contact: icm@satp.org
Focus: “terrorism, low intensity warfare, sectarian and other conflict, developmental and economic policies
in areas of widespread disorder and the effective civil administration of areas under threat of terrorism or
other patterns of widespread strife” (the geographical focus is on India and South Asia).

1.28

Institute for National Security and Counterterrorism

Location: Syracuse, NY
Affiliated organisation: Syracuse University
Director: William C. Banks
Website: http://insct.syr.edu/
Contact: insct@syr.edu
Focus: national and international security, counterterrorism and post-conflict reconstruction.

1.29

Institute of Security and Global Affairs

Location: The Hague
Affiliated organisation: Leiden University, Campus The Hague
Director: position vacant; until recently Edwin Bakker
Website: https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/governance-and-global-affairs/institute-of-security-and-global-affairs
Contact: ctc@fgga.leidenuniv.nl
Focus: interdisciplinary research and teaching in the field of security studies, using a ‘glocal’ approach, i.e. local, national, transnational and global impact are studied and analysed in conjunction with each other. ISGA
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and TRI are parent organisations of Perspectives on Terrorism.

1.30

Institute for Security Policy

Location: Kiel (Germany)
Affiliated organisation: Christian-Albrechts Universität zu Kiel
Director: Joachim Krause
Website: http://www.ispk.uni-kiel.de/en
Contact: shansen@politik.uni-kiel.de
Focus: the institute publishes a yearbook on terrorism.

1.31

Institute for the Study of Violent Groups

Location: New Haven, CT
Affiliated organisation: University of New Haven
Director: Richard Ward
Website: http://www.isvg.org/organization.php
Contact: http://www.isvg.org/organization-contact.php
Focus: ISVG maintains a large database on extremist organizations worldwide.

1.32

Institute for the Theory & Practice of International Relations

Location: Williamsburg, VA
Affiliated organisation: William & Mary College
Director: Steve Shellman
Website: http://www.wm.edu/offices/itpir/projects/vipcat/
Contact: smshel@wm.edu
Focus: not stated specifically with regard to terrorism.

1.33

International Centre for Political Violence and Terrorism Research

Location: Singapore
Affiliated organisation: Nanyang Technical University, S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies
Director: Rohan Gunaratna
Website: http://www.rsis.edu.sg/research/icpvtr/
Contact: contact form at http://www.rsis.edu.sg/research/icpvtr/
Focus: not stated specifically.
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International Centre for the Study of Radicalisation

Location: London
Affiliated organisation: King’s College London, War Studies Department
Director: Peter Neumann
Website: http://icsr.info/
Contact: mail@icsr.info
Focus: ICSR’s research strands include:
•

Countering terrorist financing

•

Jihadist media strategy

•

Western foreign fighters in Syria

•

De-radicalisation

•

Europe’s new far-right

•

The King’s programme for Middle East Dialogue

1.35

International Crisis Group

Location: Brussels (HQ), New York, Washington, DC and London
Affilliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Robert Malley
Website: https://www.crisisgroup.org/
Contact: https://www.crisisgroup.org/contact-us
Focus: the website lists two ‘Global Issues’ related to terrorism, i.e. ‘Jihad in Modern Conflict’ and ‘The Boko
Haram Insurgency’.

1.36

International Institute for Counter-Terrorism

Location: Herzliya, Israel
Affiliated organisation: Interdisciplinary Center
Director: Boaz Ganor
Website: http://www.ict.org.il
Contact: ict@idc.ac.il
Focus: ICT organizes an annual World Summit on Counter-Terrorism in early September of each year and is
the home of many academics with CT practitioner backgrounds. ICT’s website lists eight ‘desks’:
•

Cyber

•

International humanitarian law

•

CBRN

•

Jihadi websites monitoring
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Governance and political violence

•

Database

•

Terrorist prosecution

•

Extremism and hate crime

1.37
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Middlebury Institute of International Studies at Monterey

Location: Monterey, CA
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Jeff Dayton-Johnson
Website: http://www.miis.edu/academics/researchcenters/terrorism-research
Contact: http://www.miis.edu/about/contact
Focus: “terrorism and counterterrorism, extremist groups, regional studies of terrorism, and related aspects
of international and homeland security”.

1.38

National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism

Location: College Park, MD
Affiliated organisation: University of Maryland
Director: Gary LaFree
Website: http://www.start.umd.edu/
Contact: infostart@start.umd.edu
Focus: the website lists the following research themes:
•

Terrorism and Violent Extremism

•

Counterterrorism and Countering Violent Extremism

•

Risk Communication and Resilience

•

Radicalization and Deradicalization

•

Unconventional Weapons and Technology

1.39

Nelson Institute

Location: Harrisonburg, VA
Affiliated organisation: James Madison University
Director: Peggy Plass
Website: http://www.jmu.edu/nelsoninstitute/projects/terror.shtml
Contact: nelsoninstitute@jmu.edu
Focus: “the Institute (…) seeks not only to analyze specific terrorist threats, but also to understand the historical, cultural, philosophical, and religious factors that drive terrorist groups and the consequent challenge
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that they present to free societies”.

1.40

Terrorism and Disaster Center

Location: Norman, OK
Affiliated organisation: College of Medicine, University of Oklahoma
Director: Betty Pfefferbaum
Website: https://www.oumedicine.com/TDC
Contact: TDC@ouhsc.edu
Focus: the website lists the following focal points:
•

enhancing the resilience of communities to address disaster –related mental health issues for children
and families;

•

increasing the resilience of children for disaster and terrorism preparedness, response, and recovery;
and

•

offering training, consultation, and technical assistance to prepare providers and community programs to address disaster preparedness and response for children, families, and communities.

1.41

Terrorism and Extremism Research Centre

Location: London
Affiliated organisation: University of East London
Director: John Morrison
Website: https://www.uel.ac.uk/schools/royal-docks/terrorism-and-extremism-research-centre
Contact: e-mail addresses of individual staff members of TERC are available here.
Focus: “the act of terrorism itself and the motivations and rationale of the terrorist actor; counter-terrorist
policies, tactics and strategies; the history, manifestations and modern-day versions of political, social and
religious extremism; internal and external influences on terrorist and extremist individuals, groups and their
activities”.

1.42

Terrorism & Preparedness Resource Center

Location: Ann Arbor, MI
Affiliated organisation: University of Michigan (Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social Research and the National Archive for Criminal Justice Data) and START (see National Consortium for the
Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism)
Director: Tim Bynum
Website: https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/content/NACJD/guides/tpdrc.html
Contact: nacjd@icpsr.umich.edu
Focus: “nature of intra- (domestic) and international terrorism incidents, organizations, perpetrators, and
victims; governmental and nongovernmental responses to terror, including primary, secondary, and tertiary
interventions; and citizen’s attitudes towards terrorism, terror incidents, and the response to terror”.
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Terrorism and Political Violence Association

Location: Leeds (UK)
Affiliated organisation: University of Leeds
Director/Coordinator: Gordon Clubb, Hanna Palgaard Munden
Website: http://tapva.leeds.ac.uk/
Contact: not stated, e-mail addresses of individual staff members are available here
Focus: TAPVA is the UK’s part of TRI’s network of national and (sub-)regional associations of PhD thesis
writers.

1.44

Terrorism Research Center

Location: Fayetteville, AR
Affiliated organisation: University of Arkansas, Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice
Director: Brent L. Smith
Website: https://fulbright.uark.edu/departments/sociology/terrorism-research-center/index.php
Contact: nkarnes@uark.edu
Focus: the website lists the following priorities:
•

Providing a comprehensive record of persons indicted in federal courts as a result of FBI “terrorism
enterprise” investigations

•

Geospatial and temporal patterns of terrorist activities in the United States, including incidents and
activities during the planning process

•

Prosecutorial, defense, and investigation strategies relating to terrorism

•

Factors contributing to terrorist longevity over time and interdiction strategies

•

Community risk factors for radicalization or pre-incident activities

1.45

Terrorism, Transnational Crime and Corruption Center

Location: Arlington, VA
Affiliated organisation: George Mason University
Director: Louise Shelley
Website: http://traccc.gmu.edu/
Contact: traccc@gmu.edu
Focus: the center studies “all forms of terrorism, transnational crime and corruption, focusing on the political, societal and economic conditions which contribute to the spread of these phenomena, as well as methods
used by criminals and terrorists to execute their crimes.”

1.46

Triangle Center on Terrorism and Homeland Security

Location: Durham, NC
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Affiliated organisation: Duke University
Director: David Schanzer
Website: https://sites.duke.edu/tcths/
Contact: https://sites.duke.edu/tcths/contact/
Focus: “terrorism and the means to combat it through education, research and the development of partnerships between universities, industry and government.”

1.47

Washington Institute

Location: Washington, DC
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Matthew Levitt (Director of the Stein Program on Counterterrorism and Intelligence)
Website: http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/about/research-programs/project-fikra/ and http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/about/research-programs/stein-program-on-counterterrorism-and-intelligence/
Contact: http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/about/contact-us
Focus: the Washington Institute runs two programmes related to terrorism: Project Fikra and the Stein Program on Counterterrorism and Intelligence. The goal of Project Fikra is to counter “the spread of extremism
in the Middle East.” The Stein Program focuses on “the analysis of terrorist groups, state sponsors, logistical
and financial support networks, and counterterrorism policy”.

2

2.1

Think Tanks

African Centre for the Study and Research of Terrorism

Location: Algiers
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Larry Gbevlo-Lartey Esq.
Website: http://www.caert.org.dz/
Contact: Admin@caert.org.dz
Focus: terrorism in Africa.

2.2

Anti-Defamation League

Location: several US cities, see https://www.adl.org/who-we-are/our-organization/regional-offices
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Marvin D. Nathan
Website: https://www.adl.org/what-we-do/combat-hate/extremism-terrorism-bigotry
Contact: https://www.adl.org/contact
Focus: foreign and domestic extremism, terrorism and hate speech/crimes in the US with a focus on an-
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ti-Semitism.

2.3

Aspen Institute

Location: headquartered in Washington, DC (see https://www.aspeninstitute.org/contact/ for the various
departments and international affiliates).
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Clark Ervin (director of the Aspen Institute’s Homeland Security Program)
Website: https://www.aspeninstitute.org/programs/homeland-security-program/
Contact: https://www.aspeninstitute.org/contact/
Focus: not stated specifically with regard to terrorism.

2.4

Bangladesh Center for Terrorism Research

Location: Dhaka (Bangladesh)
Affiliated organisation: Bangladesh Institute of Peace and Security Studies
Director: A.N.M. Muniruzzaman
Website: http://www.bipss.org.bd/
Contact: info@bipss.org.bd
Focus: “study, data management and research on terrorism, radicalization and extremism”.

2.5

Brookings Institute

Location: Washington, DC
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: John R. Allen
Website: https://www.brookings.edu/topic/terrorism-extremism/
Contact: https://www.brookings.edu/contact-brookings/
Focus: ‘terrorism & extremism’ is listed as one of Brookings’ research topics, without further specification.

2.6

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

Location: Washington, DC (with branches in New Delhi, Moscow, Brussels, Beirut and Beijing)
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: William J. Burns
Website: http://carnegieendowment.org/topic/1284
Contact: https://carnegieendowment.org/about/?fa=contact
Focus: not stated specifically with regard to terrorism.
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Cato Institute

Location: Washington, DC
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Peter Goettler
Website: https://www.cato.org/research/counterterrorism-homeland-security
Contact: https://www.cato.org/contact-us
Focus: not stated specifically with regard to terrorism.

2.8

Center for the Analysis of Terrorism

Location: France (city not stated)
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Jean-Charles Brisard
Website: http://cat-int.org/?lang=en
Contact: contact@cat-int.org
Focus: “organizational, spatial and financial patterns of terrorist activities”.

2.9

Centre for Conflict and Peace Studies

Location: Kabul
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director / contact person: not listed
Website: http://www.caps.af/
Contact: contact@caps.af
Focus: the CCPS is focused on terrorist and insurgent violence in Afghanistan (“the CCPS monitors the activities of the Taliban and the Haqqani network and maintains a database of suicide attacks in Afghanistan”).

2.10

Centre for Land Warfare Studies

Location: Delhi
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Balraj Singh Nagal
Website: http://www.claws.in/research-area/national-security/sub-conventional-conflict/terrorism/
Contact: landwarfare@gmail.com
Focus: not stated specifically with regard to terrorism.

2.11

Center for Middle Eastern Strategic Studies

Location: Ankara
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Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Ahmet Uysal
Website: http://orsam.org.tr/orsam/anasayfa?dil=en
Contact: orsam@orsam.org.tr
Focus: not stated specifically with regard to terrorism; however, many of the centre’s publications are about
ISIS and foreign fighters.

2.12

Center for a New American Security

Location: Washington, DC
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Victoria Nuland
Website: https://www.cnas.org/research/middle-east-security/isis-isil
Contact: info@cnas.org
Focus: the website lists ‘Iraq/Syria/ISIS’ as research areas, with no further specification.

2.13

Center for the Prevention of Radicalization Leading to Violence

Location: Montréal
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Herman Deparice-Okomba
Website: https://info-radical.org/en/
Contact: info@info-radical.org
Focus: violent radicalization in Québec.

2.14

Center on Radicalization and International Terrorism

Location: Milan
Affiliated organisation: Italian Institute for International Political Studies
Director: Lorenzo Vidino
Website: http://www.ispionline.it/en/ricerca/radicalizzazione-e-terrorismo-internazionale
Contact: ispi.segreteria@ispionline.it
Focus: “empirical analysis of violent and non-violent extremism in Europe and the world, with a particular
emphasis on jihadist ideology.”

2.15

Center for Research & Security Studies

Location: Islamabad
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Imtiaz Gul
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Website: http://crss.pk/
Contact: info@crss.pk
Focus: the center lists ‘counter-radicalization’ as one of its main research issues.

2.16

Centre for the Response to Radicalisation and Terrorism

Location: London
Affiliated organisation: Henry Jackson Society
Director: Alan Mendoza (Co-Founder and Executive Director of the Henry Jackson Society)
Website: http://henryjacksonsociety.org/crrt/
Contact: http://henryjacksonsociety.org/about-the-society/contact-us/
Focus: the website lists 26 research topics, including 9/11, ISIS, Boko Haram, Hamas, extremism, far-right
and nuclear weapons.

2.17

Center for Strategic and International Studies

Location: Washington, DC
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Kathleen H. Hicks
Website: https://www.csis.org/programs/international-security-program/international-security-program-archived-projects/homeland
Contact: not stated
Focus: CSIS’ terrorism research is led by the Transnational Threats Project, the International Security Program, and the Arleigh A. Burke Chair in Strategy (Anthony H. Cordesman).

2.18

Center for the Study of Terrorism

Location: Philadelphia, PA
Affiliated organisation: Foreign Policy Research Institute
Director: Lawrence Husick, Edward A. Turzanski
Website: https://www.fpri.org/research/terrorism/
Contact: not stated
Focus: “fact-based analysis of actual and potential uses of terrorism as a tactic by adversaries of the United
States and its allies”.

2.19

Chatham House

Location: London
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: not stated
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Website: https://www.chathamhouse.org/research/topics/international-security/terrorism
Contact: contact@chathamhouse.org
Focus: counterterrorism, lone-wolf terrorism, ISIS, Al-Qaeda, Boko Haram and radicalisation.

2.20

Consortium for Research on Terrorism and International Crime

Location: Oslo
Affiliated organisations: Norwegian Institute of International Affairs (NUPI), the Norwegian Defence Research Establishment (FFI), the Police University College (PHS) and the Center for Research on Extremism
Director: Rita Augestad Knudsen (senior research fellow, listed as contact person)
Website: http://www.nupi.no/en/About-NUPI/Projects-centres-and-programmes/Consortium-for-Research-on-Terrorism-and-International-Crime
Contact: post@nupi.no
Focus: “violent extremism and terrorism, Islamic terrorism in Europe and the rest of the world, right-wing
extremism and anti-Jihadi movements, solo-terrorism, terrorist target selection, the fight against terrorism”.

2.21

Counter-Terrorism Policy Centre

Location: Barton (Australia)
Affiliated organisation: Australian Strategic Policy Institute
Director: Isaac Kfir
Website: https://www.aspi.org.au/program/counter-terrorism-policy-centre
Contact: https://www.aspi.org.au/contact-us/
Focus: “the counter-terrorism environment, including policy, legislation, terrorist threat, cross-jurisdiction
and international issues.”

2.22

Danish Institute for International Affairs

Location: Copenhagen
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Kristian Fischer
Website: https://www.diis.dk/en/emne/terror
Contact: diis@diis.dk
Focus: “current forms of terrorism and extremism, strategies of countering, preventing and managing these
phenomena”.

2.23

Egmont Royal Institute for International Relations

Location: Brussels
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Rik Coolsaet
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Website: http://www.egmontinstitute.be/core/terrorism/
Contact: info@egmontinstitute.be
Focus: not stated specifically with regard to terrorism.

2.24

Elcano Royal Institute

Location: Madrid
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Fernando Reinares
Website: http://www.realinstitutoelcano.org/wps/portal/rielcano_en/research-topics/international-terrorism
Contact: not stated
Focus: manifestations of terrorism in Spain, Europe and beyond, Basque terrorism, Al-Qaeda and ISIS
among other terrorist groups.

2.25

Foundation for Defense of Democracy (FDD)

Location: Washington, DC
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Clifford D. May
Website: http://www.defenddemocracy.org/
Contact: info@defenddemocracy.org
Focus: covers a number of geographical areas, with a special focus on the Middle East and North Africa (see
the website for an overview).

2.26

French Institute of International Affairs

Location: Paris and Brussels
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Thierry de Montbrial
Website: https://www.ifri.org/en/recherche/thematiques-transversales/securite-defense/securite-interieure
Contact: https://www.ifri.org/en/contact-us
Focus: “the role of social networks as tools of ideological radicalization and informal mobilization, the emergence of new forms of violent opposition, the repercussions of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in France, the
evolution of the international jihadist movement, the potential physical and cyber threats on critical infrastructure, the improvement of prevention and repression procedures.”

2.27

Global Center on Cooperative Security

Location: Washington, DC, New York and London
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director / contact person: Alistair Millar
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Website: http://www.globalcenter.org/topics/countering-violent-extremism/
Contact: http://www.globalcenter.org/contact-us/
Focus: “context-specific research to inform CVE policy and practice”.

2.28

George C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies

Location: Garmisch-Partenkirchen (Germany)
Affiliated organisation: the centre is a joint initiative of the US government and the German government.
Director: Keith L. Wert, Peggy Garza and David L. Oglesby
Website: http://www.marshallcenter.org/mcpublicweb/en/
Contact: http://www.marshallcenter.org/mcpublicweb/en/nav-main-contact-en.html
Focus: the centre mentions two ‘areas of strategic interest’ that are related to terrorism:
•

Terrorism, including waging the “Battle of Ideas” to delegitimize terrorism and support for terrorism

•

Regional and local crises that could turn into transnational threats and/or spur transnational terrorism

2.29

German Institute on Radicalization and De-radicalization Studies

Location: Graal-Müritz (Germany)
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Daniel Koehler
Website: http://www.girds.org/
Contact: contact@girds.org
Focus: “the theoretical and practical development of de-radicalization methods, evaluation tools, training
manuals, and concepts”.

2.30

Hedayah

Location: Abu Dhabi (United Arab Emirates)
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Maram Tarabishi
Website: http://www.hedayahcenter.org/
Contact: info@hedayah.ae
Focus: development of, and depository for, counter-narratives to jihadist narratives.

2.31

Henry L. Stimson Center

Location: Washington, DC
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Brian Finlay
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Website: https://www.stimson.org/topics/terrorism
Contact: https://www.stimson.org/content/contact-us
Focus: not stated specifically with regard to terrorism.

2.32

Heritage Foundation

Location: Washington, DC
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: https://www.heritage.org/about-heritage/staff/leadership
Website: https://www.heritage.org/terrorism
Contact: info@heritage.org
Focus: not stated specifically with regard to terrorism.

2.33

Hoover Institution

Location: Stanford, CA
Affiliated organisation: Stanford University
Director: Thomas Gilligan
Website: https://www.hoover.org/research-topic/terrorism
Contact: https://www.hoover.org/about/contact-us
Focus: the Hoover institution addresses terrorism in its National Security and Law Task Force and in its
Working Group in Islamism and International Order.

2.34

Hudson Institute

Location: Washington, DC
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Kenneth R. Weinstein
Website: https://www.hudson.org/topics/32-terrorism-radical-ideologies
Contact: https://www.hudson.org/about/contact
Focus: not stated specifically with regard to terrorism.

2.35

Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses

Location: New Delhi
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Jayant Prasad
Website: https://idsa.in/terrorisminternalsecurity
Contact: contact.idsa@nic.in
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Focus: India’s Naga and Maoist insurgencies.

2.36

Institute for National Security Studies

Location: Tel Aviv
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Amos Yadlin
Website: http://www.inss.org.il/subjects_tags/terrorism/
Contact: info@inss.org.il
Focus: “terrorism in Lebanon, with an emphasis on Hezbollah, Salafist jihadist elements, and Iranian and
Syrian involvement in their activity; terrorism trends perpetrated in the international arena, with an emphasis on the Muslim fundamentalist terrorism of al-Qaeda and global jihad; and the fight against terrorism, particularly the … related strategies and dilemmas”.

2.37

Institute of Peace and Conflict Studies

Location: New Delhi
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Ruhee Neog
Website: http://www.ipcs.org/issues/terrorism/
Contact: officemail@icps.org
Focus: not stated specifically with regard to terrorism.

2.38

Institute for Security Studies

Location: Pretoria, Addis Ababa, Dakar and Nairobi
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: https://issafrica.org/personnel#leadership
Website: https://issafrica.org/topics-regions/search?topics=219&regions
Contact: iss@issafrica.org
Focus: not stated specifically with respect to terrorism.

2.39

Institute of Strategic Studies

Location: Islamabad
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Khalid Mahmood
Website: http://www.issi.org.pk/
Contact: strategy@issi.org.pk
Focus: not stated specifically with regard to terrorism.
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International Centre for Counter Terrorism

Location: The Hague
Affiliated organisations: Clingendael Institute for International Affairs, T.C.M. Asser Institute, ISGA Leiden
University, Campus The Hague
Director: Renske van der Veer
Website: www.icct.nl
Contact: info@icct.nl
Focus: “comparative analysis of counter-terrorism policies, strategies and interventions, country and regional
analyses, the foreign fighter phenomenon and forward looking trends and threats analyses”.

2.41

International Center for the Study of Violent Extremism

Location: Washington, DC
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Anne Speckhard
Website: http://www.icsve.org/
Contact: info@icsve.org
Focus: ICSVE has conducted research based on interviews with ISIS-defectors, seeking to develop counter-narratives to the propaganda of ISIS.

2.42

International Center for Terrorism Studies

Location: Arlington, VA
Affiliated organisation: Potomac Institute for Policy Studies
Director: Michael S. Swetnam
Website: http://www.potomacinstitute.org/academic-centers/international-center-for-terrorism-studies-icts
Contact: webmaster@potomacinstitute.org
Focus: the website lists the following priorities:
•

To monitor current and future threats of terrorism;

•

To develop response strategies on governmental and non-governmental levels;

•

To effect continual communication with policy-makers, academic institutions, business, media, and
civic organizations;

•

To sponsor research programs on critical issues, particularly those relating enabling technologies with
policy, and share findings nationally and internationally.

2.43

International Institute for European Affairs

Location: Dublin and Brussels
Affiliated organisation:
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Directors: Ben Tonra, Marie Cross and Patrick Keatinge (chairs of the institute’s Security and Defence Policy
working group); Nora Owen (chair of the institute’s Justice and Home Affairs working group)
Website: https://www.iiea.com/
Contact: reception@iiea.com
Focus: the IIEA addresses terrorism in its Security and Defence Policy working group and in its Justice and
Home Affairs working group.

2.44

International Institute for Strategic Studies

Location: London, Washington, DC, Singapore and Manama (Bahrain)
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: John Chipman
Website: https://www.iiss.org/en/topics/counter-terrorism
Contact: https://www.iiss.org/en/contact-s-us
Focus: not stated specifically with regard to terrorism.

2.45

International Peace Institute

Location: New York, Vienna and Manama (Bahrain)
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Terje Rød-Larsen
Website: https://www.ipinst.org/program/preventing-violent-extremism, https://ipinst.org/tag/terrorism
Contact: ipi@ipinst.org
Focus: violent extremism afflicting the Sahel Sahara region.

2.46

Investigative Project on Terrorism

Location: Washington, DC
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Steven Emerson
Website: http://www.investigativeproject.org/
Contact: stopterror@aol.com
Focus: “the operations, funding, activities and front groups of Islamic terrorist and extremist groups”.

2.47

Jamestown Foundation

Location: Washington, DC
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Willem de Vogel
Website: https://jamestown.org/programs/tm/about-jamestowns-terrorism-program/
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Contact: pubs@jamestown.org
Focus: “covering terrorism and security issues, utilizing indigenous sources and with attention paid to frequently un-reported or under-reported topics”.

2.48

Jihad & Terrorism Threat Monitor

Location: Washington, DC
Affiliated organisation: Middle East Media Research Initiative (MEMRI)
Director: Oliver ‘Buck’ Revell
Website: https://www.memri.org/jttm
Contact: https://www.memri.org/request-a-clip
Focus: the website lists the following subjects:
•

Jihad in the West

•

Women and Jihad

•

Alerts, Planning and Training

•

Counter-Radicalization Initiative

•

Foreign Fighters

•

Global Jihad News

•

In Depth Threat Analysis

•

Jihadi Texts

•

South Asia Jihad

2.49

Kazakhstan Institute for Strategic Studies

Location: Almaty and Astana (Kazakhstan)
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Shaukenova Zarema Kaukenovna
Website: http://kisi.kz/en
Contact: office@kisi.kz
Focus: “the current state of the political institutions, inter-ethnic and inter-confessional relations as well as
counterbalancing religious extremism and terrorism”.

2.50

Libyan Center for Studies of Counter Terrorism & Extremist Ideas

Location: Chahat (Libya)
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: not stated
Website: https://www.lcsatei.org/
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Contact: libyanantiterrorism2017@gmail.com
Focus: terrorist attacks and extremist ideas in Libya.

2.51

Mackenzie Institute

Location: Toronto
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Jess Sole
Website: http://mackenzieinstitute.com/
Contact: institute@mackenzieinstitute.com
Focus: the institute maintains profiles of terrorist groups.

2.52

Manhattan Institute

Location: New York
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Lawrence Mone
Website: https://www.manhattan-institute.org/other/counterterrorism
Contact: mi@manhattan-institute.org
Focus: not stated specifically with regard to terrorism.

2.53

Meir Amit Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center

Location: Ramat Hasharon (Israel)
Affiliated organisation: Israeli Intelligence Heritage and Commemoration Center
Director: Reuven Erlich
Website: http://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/
Contact: info@terrorism-info.org.il
Focus: the website lists the following main research topics:
•

Palestinian terrorist organizations, their ideology, activities and military capabilities, their political
activity, and their international battle for hearts and minds.

•

Palestinian Authority and the de-facto Hamas administration in the Gaza Strip.

•

Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

•

Hezbollah in Lebanon.

•

Global jihad organizations, mainly ISIS and Al-Qaeda.

•

Funding and marketing of terrorism.

•

State sponsors of terrorism, mainly Iran and Syria.

•

The campaign to delegitimize Israel.
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•

Anti-Semitism and incitement to terrorism and hatred directed against the State of Israel and the
Jewish people.

•

Iran and its policy toward terrorism and the State of Israel.

2.54

Norwegian Institute for International Affairs

Location: Oslo
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Ulf Sverdrup
Website: http://www.nupi.no/en/Our-research/War-and-peace/Terrorism
Contact: post@nupi.no
Focus: “At NUPI, research on terrorism has concentrated especially on the European rim from North Africa to the Caucasus region, and our main instrument for this research is the research programme the Terror
Consortium.”
Some of the questions the institute seeks to answer:
•

What are the linkages between terrorism, organized crime, weak states and new forms of organized
violence?

•

How to distinguish between terrorists and freedom fighters?

•

What are the political implications of how various insurgent groups are defined?

2.55

Pak Institute for Peace Studies

Location: Islamabad
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Muhammad Amir Rana
Website: http://san-pips.com/
Contact: http://san-pips.com/index.php?action=main&id=cont
Focus: “conflict and development, political violence, religious extremism, ethnic strife, terrorism, governance
and democracy, foreign relations, and cultural learning of policy-making processes”. The PIPS has specific
programmes about ‘Political Violence and Terrorism’ and ‘De-radicalization’.

2.56

Philippine Institute for Peace, Violence and Terrorism Research

Location: Quezon City
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Rommel C. Banlaoi
Website: http://pipvtr.com/pipvtr/index.php?section=1
Contact: http://pipvtr.com/pipvtr/index.php?section=10
Focus: not stated specifically.
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Polish Institute of International Affairs

Location: Warsaw
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Sławomir Dębski
Website: http://www.pism.pl/Issues/security?tag=164
Contact: pism@pism.pl
Focus: not stated specifically with regard to terrorism

2.58

Quilliam Foundation

Location: London
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Noman Benotman
Website: https://www.quilliaminternational.com/divisions/quilliam-global/research/
Contact: info@quilliaminternational.com
Focus: “radicalisation, extremism, terrorism and how to counter these phenomena”.

2.59

RAND Corporation

Location: Santa Monica, CA
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Michael D. Rich
Website: https://www.rand.org/topics/terrorism-and-homeland-security.html
Contact: https://www.rand.org/about/contacts.html
Focus: RAND is one of the largest US think tanks on defense and security matters; its research program on
terrorism, spearheaded by Brian M. Jenkins, goes back to the early 1970s.

2.60

Research Institute for European and American Studies

Location: Attiki (Greece)
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: John M. Nomikos
Website: http://www.rieas.gr/researchareas/terrorism-studies
Contact: http://www.rieas.gr/contact
Focus: not stated specifically with regard to terrorism.

2.61

Resolve Network

Location: Washington, DC
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Affiliated organisation: United States Institute of Peace (see below)
Director: Leanne Erdberg (interim director)
Website: https://www.resolvenet.org/
Contact: resolve@resolvenet.org
Focus: the network has four ‘thematic channels’ (Governance and security, Ideology, Intervention Demographics, and Political Violence); in regional terms, the network is focused on Africa, Asia, the Balkans and
the Middle East.

2.62

Royal United Services Institute

Location: London, Tokyo, Brussels and Nairobi
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Rafaello Pantucci (director for International Security Studies)
Website: https://rusi.org/themes/terrorism
Contact: https://rusi.org/contact-us
Focus: RUSI is the UK’s oldest think tank on defense and international security; focus not stated specifically
with regard to terrorism.

2.63

Southern Poverty Law Center

Location: Montgomery, AL (HQ)
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Heidi Beirich (Intelligence Project Director)
Website: https://www.splcenter.org/
Contact: https://www.splcenter.org/contact-us
Focus: the monitoring of “hate groups and extremists throughout the United States”.

2.64

United States Institute of Peace

Location: Washington, DC
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Nancy Lindborg
Website: https://www.usip.org/issue-areas/violent-extremism
Contact: https://www.usip.org/contact
Focus: “the underlying causes of violent extremism”.

2.65

Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars

Location: Washington, DC
Affiliated organisation: n.a.

ISSN 2334-3745

116

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Director: Frederic V. Malek
Website: https://www.wilsoncenter.org/research?topic=399
Contact: wwics@wilsoncenter.org
Focus: ISIS is one of the centre’s core research areas.

3 Governmental Organisations
3.1

Bureau of Counterterrorism and Countering Violent Extremism

Location: Washington, DC
Affiliated organisation: US State Department
Director: Nathan A. Sales
Website: https://www.state.gov/j/ct/index.htm
Contact: https://www.state.gov/j/ct/contact/index.htm
Focus: the Bureau releases annual Country Reports on Terrorism.

3.2

Canadian Security and Intelligence Service

Location: Ottawa
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: David Vigneault
Website: https://www.csis-scrs.gc.ca/ththrtnvrnmnt/trrrsm/index-en.php and https://www.csis-scrs.gc.ca/
pblctns/index-en.php (publications)
Contact: https://www.canada.ca/en/security-intelligence-service/corporate/contact-us.html
Focus: the websites lists radicalization, various specific jihadist organisations and terrorist finance as main
topics.

3.3

Centre of Excellence Defence against Terrorism

Location: Ankara
Affiliated organisation: NATO
Director: Col. Mehmet Aslantaş
Website: http://www.coedat.nato.int/
Contact: info@coedat.nato.int
Focus: not stated.

3.4

Centre for Strategic Studies and Simulation

Location: New Delhi
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Affiliated organisation: United Services Institute of India (military academy)
Director: Anil Kumar Ahuja
Website: http://usiofindia.org/CS3/
Contact: http://usiofindia.org/Contact/
Focus: the website lists “Terrorism and Transnational Security. Dealing with transnational and global
terrorism” as a research area.

3.5

Center for Terror Analysis

Location: Søborg, Denmark
Affiliated organisation: PET (Danish security and intelligence agency)
Director: Finn Borch Andersen (head of PET)
Website: https://www.pet.dk/English/Center%20for%20Terror%20Analysis.aspx
Contact: pet@pet.dk
Focus: the Centre for Terror Analysis publishes assessments of the terrorist threat to Denmark (see: https://
www.pet.dk/English/Publications.aspx).

3.6

Combating Terrorism Centre

Location: West Point, NY
Affiliated organisation: United States Military Academy
Director: Bryan Price
Website: https://ctc.usma.edu/
Contact: https://ctc.usma.edu/contact
Focus: the website lists the following research topics:
•

Cooperation, competition and fissures

•

Counterterrorism

•

CVE, de-rad and disengagement

•

Financing and the crime-terror nexus

•

Foreign fighters

•

Hostage and kidnapping

•

Ideology, rules and edicts

•

Innovation and technology

•

Media and communication

•

Operations, plots and attacks

•

Recruitment and radicalisation

•

Strategy, history and goals
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Weapons of mass destruction

3.7

Volume 12, Issue 2

Europol

Location: The Hague
Affiliated organisation: police organisation of EU member states
Director: Rob Wainwright
Website: https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/terrorism
Contact: https://www.europol.europa.eu/contact-us
Focus: Europol’s European Counter Terrorism Centre monitors, since 2016, various forms of terrorism and
publishes the annual EU Terrorism Situation and Trend Reports (TE-SAT reports).

3.8

Federal Intelligence Service

Location: Bern
Affiliated organisation: Federal Department of Defence, Civil Protection and Sport
Director: not stated
Website: https://www.vbs.admin.ch/en/ddps/organisation/administrative-units/intelligence-service.html
Contact: info@ndb.admin.ch
Focus: the Federal Intelligence Service issues annual national threat assessments, which include sections on
religious and nationalist terrorism and right- and left wing extremism (see the ‘documents’ tab on the website).

3.9

Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution

Location: Cologne (Germany)
Affiliated organisation: Federal Ministry of the Interior
Director: Hans-Georg Maassen
Website: https://www.verfassungsschutz.de/en/fields-of-work
Contact: https://www.verfassungsschutz.de/en/contact
Focus: the Federal Office (BfV, or Bundesamt für Verfassungsschutz) lists right-wing extremism, left-wing
extremism, extremism of foreign fighters, Islamism and Islamic terrorism as fields of work. Its annual reports
contain analyses of the trends and development of these threats. The BfV also published a small number of
‘stand alone’ reports on these topics. See: https://www.verfassungsschutz.de/en/public-relations/publications.

3.10

General Intelligence and Security Service

Location: Zoetermeer (The Netherlands)
Affiliated organisation: Ministry of the Interior
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Director: Rob Bertholee
Website: https://english.aivd.nl/
Contact: https://english.aivd.nl/contact
Focus: the GISC (AIVD, or Algemene Inlichtingen- en Veiligheidsdienst) publishes occasional reports on the
Islamic State (see https://english.aivd.nl/publications).

3.11

National Coordinator for Security and Counterterrorism

Location: The Hague
Affiliated organisation: Ministry of Justice and Security
Director: Dick Schoof
Website: https://english.nctv.nl/
Contact: https://english.nctv.nl/contact.aspx
Focus: the NCSC (NCTV, or Nationaal Coördinator Terrorismebestrijding en Veiligheid) publishes quarterly
assessments of the terrorist threat to the Netherlands; see: https://english.nctv.nl/topics_a_z/terrorist_threat_
assessment_netherlands/index.aspx.

3.12

Southeast Asia Regional Centre for Counter-Terrorism

Location: Kuala Lumpur
Affiliated organisation: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Malaysia
Director: Dato’ Azmil Mohd Zabidi
Website: http://www.searcct.gov.my/
Contact: info@searcct.gov.my
Focus: the website lists the following priorities for 2018:

4

4.1

•

Radicalisation in Southeast Asia,

•

Undergraduate Radicalisation in Southeast Asia,

•

Developing a Counter-Terrorism Training Module and Facilitating a Counter-Terrorism
Workshop for University Undergraduates

Networks

Canadian Network for Research on Terrorism, Security and Society

Location: Waterloo (Canada)
Affiliated organisation: Department of Sociology and Legal Studies, University of Waterloo
Director: Lorne Dawson
Website: http://tsas.ca/
Contact: http://tsas.ca/contact-us/
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Focus: “the TSAS Network links up academic researchers on terrorism, security and society.”

4.2

Global Research Network

Location: New York
Affiliated organisation: UN Security Council, Counter-Terrorism Committee
Director: Gustavo Adolfo Meza-Cuadra Velásquez (Chair of the Counter-Terrorism Committee)
Website: https://www.un.org/sc/ctc/focus-areas/research/
Contact: https://www.un.org/sc/ctc/contact-us/
Focus: “the drivers of terrorism and violent extremism”; “emerging trends and challenges” in the terrorist
threat.

4.3

Radicalisation Awareness Network

Location: Brussels
Affiliated organisation: European Commission
Director: not stated
Website: https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network_en
Contact: https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/
ran-contacts
Focus: RAN’s website lists the following working groups:

4.4

•

Communication and Narratives working group (RAN C&N)

•

Education working group (RAN EDU)

•

EXIT working group (RAN EXIT)

•

Youth, Families and Communities working group (RAN YF&C)

•

Local authorities working group (RAN LOCAL)

•

Prison and Probation working group (RAN P&P)

•

Police and law enforcement working group (RAN POL)

•

Remembrance of Victims of Terrorism working group (RAN RVT)

•

Health and Social Care working group (RAN H&SC)

•

Steering Committees

Society for Terrorism Research

Location: Newton, MA
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Rachel Monaghan
Website: http://www.societyforterrorismresearch.org/
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Contact: SforTR@gmail.com
Focus: STR organizes annual conferences and issues a journal.

4.5

Terrorism Research Initiative

Location: Vienna and The Hague
Affiliated organisation: ISGA
Directors: Robert Wesley, Alex P. Schmid and Edwin Bakker
Website: http://www.terrorism-research.org/
Contact: info@terrorismanalysts.com
Focus: “facilitating cooperative efforts among scholars from a broad range of disciplines and backgrounds.
The Initiative brings together individual and institutional research efforts, enabling knowledge accumulation
in order to suggest policy-relevant courses of action on security issues related to terrorism.” TRI publishes,
together with ISGA, the bi-monthly scholarly online journal Perspectives on Terrorism (PoT) at www.terrorismanalysts.com .

5

5.1

Commercial

ControlRisks

Location: for a list of offices, see https://www.controlrisks.com/contact-us/office-search?q=&sort=1
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Irene Dorner (chair of the Board of Directors)
Website: https://www.controlrisks.com/
Contact: https://www.controlrisks.com/contact-us
Focus: not stated specifically with regard to terrorism, but includes forensic and anti-kidnapping expertise.

5.2

IntelCenter Database

Location: not stated
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: not stated
Website: https://intelcenter.com
Contact: info@intelcenter.com
Focus: collection and analysis of data on terrorism (e.g. videos, photos, and data on attacks, hostages and
perpetrators).

5.3

Jane’s Terrorism and Insurgency Centre

Location: Washington, DC, Singapore and Coulsdon (UK)
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Affiliated organisation: HIS Markit
Director: Matthew Henman
Website: https://ihsmarkit.com/products/janes-terrorism-insurgency-intelligence-centre.html
Contact: janes@ihsmarkit.com
Focus: Jane’s is a commercial security-related intelligence service which also maintains terrorist group profiles and an extensive database on terrorist incidents.

5.4

SITE Intelligence Group

Location: Bethesda, MD
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Rita Katz
Website: https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/
Contact: https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Corporate/contact-us.html
Focus: monitoring of various forms of terrorism and terrorism-related activities (e.g. cyber and finance).

5.5

Soufan Group

Location: New York (HQ), Doha, London and Singapore
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Director: Ali Soufan
Website: http://www.soufangroup.com/
Contact: http://www.soufangroup.com/contact/
Focus: much of the group’s recent research has been focused on Al-Qaeda, ISIS and foreign fighters in Syria
and Iraq.

5.6

Terrorism Research & Analysis Consortium

Location: Washington, DC
Affiliated organisation: Beacham Group
Director: Veryan Khan
Website: https://www.trackingterrorism.org/
Contact: vkhan@TRACterrorism.org
Focus: for a list of topics that TRAC is collecting information on, see https://www.trackingterrorism.org/
about.
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Other

6.1

Human Rights Watch

Location: New York
Affiliated organisation: n.a.
Type: human rights advocacy group
Director: Nadim Houry
Website: https://www.hrw.org/topic/terrorism-counterterrorism
Contact: https://www.hrw.org/contact-us
Focus: website lists the following topics (in reference to its Terrorism and Counterterrorism Program):

6.2

•

CIA activities

•

Detention without trial

•

Edward Snowden

•

Guantanamo

•

Guantanamo – Military Commission

•

Targeted killings and drones

Radicalisation Research

Location: not stated
Affiliated organisation: Centre for Research and Evidence on Security Threats
Type: knowledge hub
Director: Matthew Francis (website team)
Website: https://www.radicalisationresearch.org/
Contact: https://www.radicalisationresearch.org/contact/
Focus: historical and geographical comparisons regarding various forms of terrorism.
About the Compiler: Dr. Teun van Dongen is an Associate Fellow at the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism and a lecturer at Leiden University. He can be reached at www.teunvandongen.com.
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Book Reviews
Ronen Bergman, Rise and Kill First: The Secret History of
Israel’s Targeted Assassinations (New York, NY: Random House, 2018), 784 pp., US
$35.00 [Hardcover], ISBN: 978-1-4000-6971-2.
reviewed by Joshua Sinai
Targeted killing is a term used for premeditated extrajudicial assassination by a state organization, usually
by its covert intelligence and special forces units. The targets are enemy operatives (e.g. managers of terrorist
operations) who are perceived as posing an imminent security threat due to their involvement in murderous
activities that endanger the state. An important consideration for opting for targeted killing is that the capture
of the targeted persons for arrest is made impossible by their protected presence in hostile territory. Over
the years, due to the protracted nature of conventional military and terrorist threats by some of its Middle
Eastern adversaries against Israel, such as Iran, Syria, the Lebanese Hezballah, and the Palestinian Fatah and
Hamas groups, the Jewish State has developed one the world’s top covert special operations capabilities to
target selected adversaries for assassination worldwide.
As explained by Ronen Bergman, one of Israel’s top investigative journalists in the field of national security,
Israeli covert agencies have conducted targeted assassinations against the country’s Middle Eastern adversaries
throughout its pre- and post-statehood periods. The total numbers of such spectacularly conducted targeted
assassinations are staggering. Bergman’s informed account is based on “thousand” interviews with “sources
ranging from political leaders and chiefs of intelligence agencies to the operatives themselves.” Many of them
provided him with highly sensitive government documents, as he writes, that they “never received permission
to remove…from their places of employment, and certainly did not have permission to pass them on to me”
(p. xiv).
While the author may have received unparalleled access to the workings of Israel’s targeted killing program
over the years, his use of figures to estimate the total numbers of such killings is open to debate. For example,
he explains that until the outbreak of the second Palestinian intifada (uprising) against Israel in September
2000, Israel had conducted some 500 targeted killing operations, killing at least 1,000 people, both combatants
and civilians (p.xxii). Following the outbreak of the second Palestinian intifada in September 2000, Palestinian
suicide bombers deliberately targeted Israeli citizens on a daily basis, causing the deaths of some 887 Israeli
civilians and 250 military personnel - figures which do not appear in Bergman’s text. In response, the author
reveals, Israel carried out some 1,000 targeting operations, of which 168 succeeded in killing terrorists which, in this reviewer’s judgment, is a low success rate. An additional 800 operations were conducted against
dangerous individuals from 2005 (when the intifada ended) until late 2017 (p. xxii). However, the author does
not explain how many of these operations had succeeded, and numbering the adversary combatant and civilian
deaths resulting from these targeted killing operations.
Once the author shifts his account to describing the stories behind Israel’s targeted killing operations, his
analysis is on more solid ground. These killings, he explains, were mostly carried out against leading Hamas
operatives, such as the firing by a helicopter gunship of a rocket bomb against Hamas’s leader, Ahmed Yassin
in March 2004, killing him at his hideout in the Gaza Strip. Another operation involved a revenge targeting of
selected senior Hezbollah operatives, such as the notorious terrorist mastermind Imad Mughniyeh, who was
killed by a remotely controlled car bomb explosion in Syria in February 2008. This was followed, on January 19,
2010, by a fatal poisoning by an Israeli hit team of Mamoud al-Mabhouh, a Hamas financier, at his hotel room
in Dubai. The hit team’s movements were captured by the hotel’s surveillance cameras, but in an example of
“bazaar diplomacy,” despite the international storm that ensued (with the Israeli team using foreign passports
belonging to innocent citizens), there were no repercussions against Israel, supposedly due to a “behind the
scenes” understanding that let Israel off-the hook for the operation. Other spectacular operations included
a series of killings in Iran by Israeli covert operatives (and, as the author speculates, by Israeli allies in the
region) against numerous scientists who were involved in developing Iran’s nuclear weapons program, which
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was directed against Israel, between the years 2010 and 2012.
Employing the tactic of targeted assassinations to protect a country’s security and the lives of its citizens, the
author argues, involves two difficult dilemmas for a democratic state like Israel. As Bergman writes: “First, is
it effective? Can the elimination of an individual, or a number of individuals, make the world a safer place?
Second, is it morally and legally justified?” (p. xxi)
Regarding the first question, Mr. Bergman writes that at its height Israel’s targeted killing campaign
significantly weakened the PLO’s terrorist commanders and, together with other defensive measures, had
greatly diminished the rate of Palestinian suicide attacks. It also significantly damaged the PLO’s and Hamas’s
top echelons, beginning with the assassination of Hamas’s founder, Yassin, in March 2004. While PLO leader
Yasir Arafat was repeatedly targeted for assassination over the years, he was able to continuously evade his
assassins. The author reveals that, in the late 1970s the Israeli Mossad intelligence service had also engaged in
a program to delegitimize Arafat, with evidence of his engaging in homosexual relations with his bodyguards,
but the Mossad had decided not to publicize it. The author speculates that when Arafat later “succumbed
to a mysterious internal disease” that killed him in early November 2004, “traces of polonium, a radioactive
material used in assassinations,” were found on his “clothes and remains,” and that “the timing of Arafat’s death
was quite peculiar, coming so soon after the assassination of Yassin” in March of that year. Although the author
may know whether Arafat’s death was a product of an Israeli assassination operation, he explains that “If I knew
the answer to the question of what killed Yasser Arafat, I wouldn’t be able to write it here in this book, or even
be able to write that I know the answer. The military censor in Israel forbids me from discussing this subject”
(p. 562).
Regarding the second question, Mr. Bergman explains that the targeted killings were justified when the target
for elimination “must be an individual directly linked to terrorism” and that “there should be no killings when
there was a ‘reasonable arrest alternative’…” (p. 537).
In the conclusion of the book, Mr. Bergman insightfully observes that while Israel’s highly successful campaign
of targeted assassinations (along with other intelligence operations) “provided Israel’s leaders sooner or later
with operational responses to every focused problem they were asked to solve. But the intelligence community’s
very success fostered the illusion among most of the nation’s leaders that covert operations could be a strategic
and not just a tactical tool – that they could be used in place of real diplomacy to end the geographic, ethnic,
religious, and national disputes in which Israel is mired,” and that this “tactical method of combating terror”
have been “elevated and sanctified....at the expense of the true vision, statesmanship and genuine desire to
reach a political solution that is necessary for peace to be attained” (pp. 629-630).
Despite the author’s questionable use of figures at the beginning of the book, this insider-based work make
this an indispensable book in explaining the successes and dilemmas facing Israel in its efforts to fend off the
continuous and implacable hostility of some of its Middle Eastern adversaries. But, as the author explains,
the targeted killings campaign should also have been accompanied by a stronger commitment to achieving a
political solution with the Palestinian adversary.
This review is a substantially expanded and revised version of a review that originally appeared in The
Washington Times. Reprinted by permission
About the Reviewer: Dr. Joshua Sinai is the Book Reviews Editor of ‘Perspectives on Terrorism’. He can be
reached at: Joshua.sinai@comcast.net.
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Aviva Guttmann, The Origins of International Counterterrorism.
Switzerland at the Forefront of Crisis Negotiations, Multilateral
Diplomacy, and Intelligence Cooperation (1969-1977). Brill: Leiden/

Boston, 2018. 286 pp. ISBN: 978-90-04-27664-2; EUR:104.-; US $ 120.reviewed by Beatrice de Graaf

In recent years, almost all European countries have been provided with one or more studies historicizing their
approach to (counter-)terrorism. Until recently, Switzerland was an exception. That has now changed with
Aviva Guttmann’s Ph.D. thesis turned into a Brill monograph, The Origins of International Counterterrorism.
As she notes in her opening chapter, Europe was struck by a series of terrorist attacks in the early 1970s both by domestic groups and by international terrorist organisations. Mainly due to transnational terrorist
operations, Guttmann argues, countries such as Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium and France started to
cooperate, bilaterally, and sometimes, in a very ad hoc manner, multilaterally. However, Dutch, Belgian, French
and German police officers already exchanged information and intelligence relating to fugitive domestic
terrorists like those of the German RAF and, in later years, with the UK on IRA operatives running afoul on the
continent. However, with that reservation, Guttmann is correct in noting that governments started to develop
more institutionalised policies to counter the threat emanating from international terrorist organisations in the
early 1970s. She also correctly notes that the Swiss government played an interesting part in early developments
on the intelligence front. This is the history she sought to cover.
One question, however, immediately poses itself to the reader: which approach to adopt in bringing into focus
this special international role the Swiss government has allegedly played? She notes quite early in her dissertation
that neutral Switzerland sided with the US and UK in supporting Israel against Palestinian terrorist groupings,
thereby opting for a ‘breach of the principle of universality’ (p.4). Whose principle, and which universality were
supposedly broken, Guttmann fails to elaborate. Does this signal that the author adopted an international rights
perspective as her interpretative framework? Not really. Guttmann states in the introduction that her research
is embedded in ‘International History’ while focusing on ‘the country’s cooperation with European and other
states’ since ‘this helps to understand counterterrorism cooperation mechanism[s].’ Furthermore, she claims
that this also ‘contributes to identifying today’s difficulties for international counterterrorism cooperation and
can provide insights in counterterrorism studies more generally’. This ‘more generally’ needs to be taken quite
literally, since Guttmann subsequently does not further elaborate how she intends to analyse counterterrorism
measures and management. Rather, she proceeds with a number of diligent chronologically arranged chapters
on how Swiss authorities dealt with a series of attacks and crises in the years 1969 to 1977.
These minute descriptions of attacks, especially one by the PFLP in February 1969 and an abduction by
‘Brazilian rebels’ in 1970-1971 are the real bonus of this monograph. These attacks - and the response by the
Swiss authorities - have indeed not been investigated thoroughly before. Guttmann unearths fascinating new
details, e.g. on how, at first the Swiss authorities decided on a solo run in dealing with the PFLP hijacking
of a Swissair plane, thereby safeguarding their declaratory policy of neutrality. However, when some of the
communications with the terrorists and the media got messed up, Swiss crisis managers very quickly accepted
US assistance, abandoning a position of neutrality.
Guttmann then continues to describe Swiss participation in UN negotiations on some of the first international
counterterrorism conventions, and on how Swiss diplomats were instructed to ‘find an elegant way of doing
nothing’ when confronted with US demands in initiating new resolutions and conventions. The chapters on
the formation and functioning of the Club de Berne are equally fascinating – especially Guttmann’s assessment
that its inception, and the way intelligence sharing worked and was prompted, had everything to do with a joint
European stance against Palestinian activism and terrorism, resting on the willingness to engage in large scale
intelligence sharing with Israel.
Guttmann study’s chief merit consists of her ‘thick’ descriptions of a number of attacks and the measures taken
to counter terrorism in the 1970s in Switzerland, as well as in her reconstruction of the Swiss participation in
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UN negotiations and its role in the Club de Berne. That said, the absence of a proper conceptual or interpretative
framework makes itself felt throughout the book. Mostly in the way the author keeps reiterating Swiss official
self-assessments of its government as an ‘important security partner’ or being ‘very well prepared’. She is also
bestowing the epithet ‘balanced and coherent’ to an approach, that - as emerges from the author’s own account
- relied on luck and ad hoc measures as much as on strategic depth of insight. On the other hand, the author
assumes a quite moralistic tone in the conclusion when she appears to blame the Swiss authorities for ‘violating
neutrality’. Yet, if the history of terrorism and counterterrorism teaches us anything, it is that questions of
legitimacy, constitutional norms and traditions in international relations may be challenged overnight following
a major attack or crisis, and might subsequently experience a total overhaul. Understanding how that happens,
under what conditions, how countries and governments respond differently to international crises or to public
calls for better security are at least as important as unearthing new details on past attacks. It also needs to be
said that the subtitle of this volume is misleading; in the end it was not Switzerland that was ‘at the Forefront
of Crisis Negotiations etc.’ but countries like West-Germany and Italy, prompted by the US – something which
does not really transpire from Guttmann’s work.
About the Reviewer: Beatrice de Graaf holds a chair on the History of International Relations and Global
Governance at the University of Utrecht, The Netherlands She is a member of the Netherlands Royal Academy of
Sciences and of the European Council on Foreign Relations.
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Counterterrorism Bookshelf: 20 Books on Terrorism & CounterTerrorism-Related Subjects
reviewed by Joshua Sinai
This column consists of 20 capsule reviews of books from various publishers. It is arranged into (i) general accounts
(including works on specific topics),(ii)books on counterterrorism (general and legal issues),(iii)anarchism, and(iv)
Boko Haram.
Terrorism – General Accounts
Banu Baybars-Hawks and Lemi Baruh (Eds.), If it was not for Terrorism: Crisis, Compromise, and Elite
Discourse in the Age of “War on Terror” (Newcastle upon Tyne, England, UK: Cambridge Scholars Publishing,
2011), 230 pp., US $ 67.95 [Hardcover], ISBN: 978-1-4438-3162-8.
This volume is based on selected papers presented at a conference titled “Societies Under Siege: Media,
Government, Politics, and Citizen’s Freedom in an Age of Terrorism,” held at Kadir Has University in Istanbul,
in April 2009, as well as additional papers solicited following the conference. The editors’ introductory overview
describes the volume’s objective as aiming to examine “the hegemonic power that is exercised by elites (and
mass media) through the discourse of ‘War on Terror.’ The chapters in the volume provide case studies from
a wide variety of geographies to debate questions regarding the construction of the meaning of ‘terrorism’,
communication of collective identities and otherness, and media frames regarding the ‘War on Terror, civil
liberties, and government restrictions” (p. 4). To examine these issues, the volume is divided into two parts.
The first part, “’War on Terror’, Elite Rhetoric, and Collective Identity,” features articles that examine how the
New York Times had covered the United Nations 1972 General Assembly debates on defining terrorism, how
British newspaper covered the July 7, 2005, bombings, how the Northern Ireland media covered the PIRA and
UDA – Ulster Defence Association, how three Turkish newspapers cover terrorism, and a German perspective
on covering the war in Afghanistan. The second part, “Media Frames, Compromises, and Resistance,” includes
articles that examine how the news media in Japan cover civil liberties and restrictions on press freedom, how
terrorism and anti-globalization movements are covered, how government counterterrorism and surveillance
measures are covered, and how cyberspace has become an attractive medium for Turkish hacker and terrorist
groups. Banu Baybars-Hawks is Professor and Chair, Department of PR and Communications, Kadir Has
University, Istanbul, Turkey. Lemi Baruh is Associate Professor, Department of Media and Visual Arts, at Koç
University, Istanbul, Turkey.
David Carlton and Carlo Schaerf (Eds.), International Terrorism and World Security [Routledge Library
Editions: Terrorism and Insurgency, Volume 3] (London, UK: Croom Helm, 1975/New York, NY: Routledge,
2015), 338 pp., US $ 155.00 [Hardcover], US $ 45.00 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-1-1388-9977-3.
This edited volume was originally published in 1975 and reissued by the publisher as part of a series of significant
books on terrorism and counterterrorism subjects. The book’s chapters were presented at the Fifth Course of
the International School on Disarmament and Research on Conflicts, held in Urbino, Italy, between August
12 to 24, 1974. Following a summary of the conference’s proceedings by J. Henk Leurdijk, the book is divided
into four parts: part I: “International Terrorism”; part II: “The Arms Race”; part III: “European and Middle
East Security”; and part IV: “Peace Teaching and the Study of Conflict.” Although the subject matter of the
book’s six chapters on international terrorism are dated, the authors’ analyses of terrorism are still relevant and
worth noting. This begins with Brian Jenkins’ excellent chapter on “International Terrorism: A New Mode of
Conflict” – which was one of the first attempts to define terrorism – in which he explains that the objective of
terrorism’s violence is “designed primarily to instill fear,” that it is “violence for effect,” to which he adds that
“the victim may be totally unrelated to the terrorist’s cause. Terrorism is violence aimed at the people watching.
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Fear is the intended effect, not the by-product of terrorism” (p. 14). In a further elaboration, he explains that the
objectives of terrorists are to “inspire and manipulate fear to achieve a variety of purposes” to gain publicity;
cause widespread disorder, including demoralize society and break down the social order; deliberately provoke
government repression and reprisals that “may ultimately lead to the collapse of an unpopular government”;
used by governments “to enforce obedience and cooperation”; and “is frequently meant to punish” (pp. 16-18).
He also makes the important point that, as an Israeli military officer had explained to him, terrorism can be
“debilitating” to the targeted enemy, estimating at the time, although it is still current today, that “the total cost in
men and money to Israel for all defensive and offensive measures against at most a few thousand Arab terrorists
was forty times that of the Six Day War in 1967” (p. 31). The chapter by Gaston Bouthoul, on “Definitions of
Terrorism,” also presents a still relevant analysis of the seven characteristics of terrorism, which he explains
as being clandestine in nature; as not being restricted to attacking an “overt enemy, but also strik[ing] at
the innocent in order to create fear and insecurity”; by acting in secrecy, such an “anonymous, unidentified
threat creates huge anxiety”; two traits of terrorism are psychological and “an Adlerian compensation complex,
created by deeply resented frustrations and humiliation”; terrorism is “influenced by intellectual and doctrinal
fashions”; there is an element in terrorism of “imitation in the techniques employed” by others; and, in an
insight that applies to current-day lone wolves, “Among terrorists there is the power of suggestion: there
are, for example, solitary men who are controlled by an idee fixe” (pp. 50-53). J. Bowyer Bell’s chapter on
“Revolutionary Organizations: Special Cases and Imperfect Models” includes the insight that terrorist leaders
“share a commitment to the efficacy of force, tend to have tunnel vision in excluding compromising options,
and are convinced of ultimate and complete victory of their just case…” (p. 92). The discipline of terrorism and
counterterrorism studies greatly benefits from the insights presented by the re-issuance of such books from the
1970s.
Shimi Friedman, The Hilltop Youth: A Stage of Resistance and Counter Culture Practice (Lanham, MD:
Lexington Books, 2017), 112 pp., US $ 80.00 [Hardcover], ISBN: 978-1-4985-6094-8.
The author employs an ethnographic approach, including extensive field research, to examine the “Hilltop
Youth,” the militant religious-nationalist Jewish movement in Israel, who physically push to establish new illegal
settlements in the West Bank. They also utilize civil disobedience to oppose the evacuation of settlements that
the Israeli government or the Supreme Court consider to be illegal. The first chapter presents an overview of
origins of the Jewish settlement in the West Bank in the late 1970s and early 1980s, and how the “Hilltop Youth”
emerged in South Mount Hebron as a rebellion against their settler parents’ generation, which they felt was not
being aggressively activist in their religious practices and settlement activity. The second chapter discusses the
author’s ethnographic field work with the “Hilltop Youth,” including the dilemmas for a researcher-participant
in witnessing violent events involving his research subjects. The third chapter assesses the academic research
conducted on the Jewish settlers, including theoretical frameworks that examine how an extremist group such
as the “Hilltop Youth” emerges within the context of their parents’ generation, and their strong attachment to
agricultural settlements. The fourth chapter presents the stories of the youths that the author uncovers in his
field research and describes their ideological, social and political outlooks that emerged from his interviews.
This includes how they became socially marginalized within the settler movement because of their criticism of
what they consider to be the “social failings” of religious Zionism and their tactic of employing extreme actions
such as physical confrontation to demonstrate “ownership” of the settlement enterprise. In his conclusion, the
author finds that “the Hilltop Youth gangs are a temporary phenomenon that will pass. Their spontaneous
gathering together and their aspirations for self-rehabilitation are expressions of their search for meaning,
identity and a home” (p. 85). Whether this prognosis will pan out is yet to be determined, but it is an interesting
thesis to ponder. For the sake of transparency, this reviewer wrote the book’s Foreword. The author is a lecturer
in the Department of Education at Ariel University, in Ariel, West Bank/Israel.
Donald Holbrook (Ed.), Al-Qaeda 2.0: A Critical Reader (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2017), 320
pp., US $ 32.95 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-0-1908-5644-1.
This is a comprehensive collection of primary source statements and writings by leading al-Qaida leaders and
ideologues, focusing on the post-May 2011 period, when Ayman al-Zawahiri assumed leadership of the group
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following the assassination of Usama bin Laden. The volume is divided into three parts, with the translations
arranged chronologically. The first part, “Al-Qaeda After the Arab Spring,” focuses on the May 2011 to
February 2014 period. It presents al Qaida’s approach to the Arab Spring, with statements by al-Zawahiri such
as “General Guidelines for the Work of Jihad” (September 2013). The second part, “Al-Qaeda and the Syrian
Fitna,” focuses the beginning of the rivalry between the Islamist combatants in Syria affiliated with al-Qaida
and the Islamist State, which had claimed the primary role in the jihadi insurgency in the country. It includes
statements such as al-Zawahiri’s May 2014 “Testimony to Preserve the Blood of the Mujahidin in Al Sham.”
The third part, “Al-Qaeda and the ‘Islamic State,’” focuses on the rift between al Qaida and the Islamic State,
including the mutual public denunciations by al-Zawahiri and the Islamic State’s leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.
It includes al-Zawahiri’s December 2015 statement, “Sham [Syria] Is Entrusted Upon Your Shoulders,” in which
he denounces the Islamic State. The volume’s compilation and translation of primary source material, with each
statement briefly introduced by the editor, offers researchers an important resource for understanding the
evolution of al Qaida in the al-Zawahiri era, including how it approaches its rivalry with the Islamic State. It
also includes a useful timeline that plots the evolution of themes presented in the statements. The author is a
Lecturer in the Department of Politics, Philosophy and Religion at the University of Lancaster, England, UK.
Wesley Kendall, Joseph M. Siracusa, and Kevin Noguchi, Language of Terror: How Neuroscience Influences
Political Speech in the United States (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2015), 168 pp., US $ 85.00
[Hardcover], ISBN: 978-1-4422-3582-3.
Drawing on the field of neuropsychology and what the authors refer to as the ‘biopolitics of security’, the book
examines how political speech is crafted to manipulate a country’s population to support the legitimacy of a
government’s counterterrorism campaign. The United States is used as the setting for what the authors term a
“multiphase qualitative case study approach” used to examine the case of Luis Posada Carriles, the CIA-funded
Cuban exile responsible for the 1976 bombing of a Cuban airliner that killed 73 people and how it contrasts
with a the case of Mogamed al-Megrahi, the Libyan intelligence officer convicted in 2001 of the Pan Am Flight
103 airliner bombing that killed 270 people over Lockerbie, Scotland, on December 21, 1988. The analysis of
political language used to cover these and other cases, as the authors explain, involves “examining the content
of the speech, how speech is assimilated by different political groups, and how the speech is ultimately acted
upon by the consumers of the information, namely the electorate” (p. 3). The authors find that in America,
such political language has been used to tremendous effect. It claims that “…. although the research suggests
that some people may be more genetically predisposed to suspending rationality and more receptive to
reactionary political pronouncements, the pervasive social pressures of a militarized society (that controls a
massive global military-industrial complex that profits hugely from the war on terror and invests heavily in
the war’s narrative) make policy decisions in the war difficult for all American citizens” (p. 142). Although
this conclusion may be challenged as unfair, since the authors do not critique the terrorists’ operations that
might justify governments’ counter-terrorism campaigns against them, which may explain how the language
of such campaigns are shaped, the book still presents an important methodological contribution to examining
the neuroscience that underlies the use of political language in society. Joseph Siracusa is professor of Human
Security and International Diplomacy and Discipline Head of Global Studies at the Royal Melbourne Institute
of Technology University, Australia. Wesley Kendall is Assistant Professor of Law and Law Studies Program
Director at West Virginia University Parkersburg. Kevin Noguchi is research Assistant Professor of Psychiatry
at Washington University School of Medicine, in St. Louis, Missouri.
Belgin San-Akca, States in Disguise: Causes of State Support for Rebel Groups (New York, NY: Oxford
University Press, 2016), 320 pp., US $ 105.00 [Hardcover], US $ 36.95 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-0-1902-5090-4.
This is a conceptually innovative empirical examination of the interaction of motivations and strategies pursued
by states and their rebel organization proxies towards each other. It draws on the author’s data set of 455 groups,
their target states and supporters over a period of more than sixty years. In the book’s introduction, the author
presents the theoretical framework and the hypotheses to be tested, suggesting that “states might be driven by
strategic and/or ideational motives in supporting rebels. Yet their calculus is mostly a function of domestic
troubles that leaders face and their expectations about dealing with possible retaliation from a rebel group’s
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target. When states face internal and external threats simultaneously, they are more likely to resort to rebel
groups against their external adversaries. On the other hand, weak states are not necessarily the most preferred
sources of support by rebels for two reasons: they do not have the ability to deal with a possible retaliation, and
they lack the infrastructure and resources required for maintaining persistent operations against their targets”
(p. 20). These issues are examined in four chapters that present the study’s research design, data collection, and
coding procedures, as well as the determinants driving state support for armed groups as well as rebels’ own
selection drivers. In the concluding chapter, the author discusses the study’s findings on trends in state support
to rebel groups. The book’s appendices present the study’s sample data table, codebook, and the entire cases
of state intentional support of rebel groups from 1945 to 2010. Such an empirical approach to analyzing the
factors driving state support to rebel groups make this book an important contribution to the literature on state
support of rebel groups, whether terrorist or guerrilla in their main tactics. The author is Assistant Professor of
International Relations at Koç University, in Istanbul, Turkey.
Upinder Singh, Political Violence in Ancient India (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2017), 616
pp., US $ 45.00 [Hardcover], ISBN: 978-0-6749-7527-9.
Political, religious, and communal violence is a pervasive characteristic of Indian society, especially since 1947
when British India was partitioned into a majority Hindu India and the new Muslim state of Pakistan. This
book examines how this violent tradition’s origins were represented in historic Indian epics, religious texts,
political treaties, plays, poems, inscriptions, and art from 600 BCE to 600 BCE. Although the discussion is
brief, the author shows how historic texts have influenced “the Hindutva agenda of the Bharatiya Janata Party,
the communal polarization over building a Rama temple at Ayodhya, and the violent destruction of the Babri
mosque in 1992” (p. 472). The author also points out that “The idea of a peace-loving, nonviolent India exists,
persists, as part of a selectively constructed and assiduously cultivated national self-image in the midst of a
society pervaded by social and political violence” (p. 481). Although this book briefly discusses the phenomenon
of political violence in contemporary India, the discussion of historical texts provides an important context for
understanding the theological and philosophical ideas that shape the approaches to violence and non-violence
in contemporary Indian society. The author is Professor in the Department of History at the University of
Delhi, New Delhi, India.
Alexandra Stein, Terror, Love & Brainwashing: Attachment in Cults and Totalitarian Systems (New York,
NY: Routledge, 2017), 236 pp., US $ 160.00 [Hardcover], US $ 30.95 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-1-1386-7797-5.
This is a highly interesting and innovative conceptual approach to explain the phenomenon of how cults
(including cult-like terrorist groups) succeed in indoctrinating susceptible individuals into joining them and
the methods that can be used to disengage members from such groups. As the author explains, “the central
aim of this book is to show the common social psychological and structural elements that link these varied
situations and that result in charismatic, authoritarian leaders shaping the minds of followers so that they are
not able to act in their own survival interests. This mind-shaping activity can be usefully termed brainwashing
or coercive persuasion. The structures in which this takes place I refer to as totalist systems” (p. 7). To examine
these processes, the book’s chapters cover topics such as recruitment, indoctrination into a cults ideology and
practices, isolation from family and friends, and the role of “totalist” leaders in controlling the group’s members
to such an extent that “they will obey his or her orders even to the point of killing themselves, and sometimes
even sacrificing their own children.…” (p. 3). In terms of organization, the author provides a valuable diagram
that visualizes the structure of a totalist system as a network that is led by a charismatic authoritarian leader,
followed by secondary leadership/lieutenants, front groups (fellow travelers/periphery), and an inner core of
group members (p. 117). This conceptual framework is applied to explaining the experiences of individuals
studied by the author who were members of cults such as Aum Shinrikyo, the Church of Scientology, Heaven’s
Gate, the MEK (Mujahedin e-Khalq), and others. To prevent the recruitment of susceptible individuals
into cults, the author presents a public health approach that is based, at the individual level, “on a general
improvement in securely attached relationships both in early childhood and in communities,” while at the
societal level, the “social, economic and community supports available to families” need to be improved,
including “improving education on the importance of security attachment” (p. 205). The appendices include
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a useful “Group Attachment Interview” template and a table that distinguishes between the characteristics of
relationships in “eye-level egalitarian” groups and those in “abusive, authoritarian” groups. The author, a social
psychologist who had been a member of a political cult in her youth, is an Associate Lecturer at Birkbeck,
University of London, England, UK.
Counterterrorism – General
Fiona de Londras and Josephine Doody (Eds.), The Impact, Legitimacy and Effectiveness of EU CounterTerrorism (New York, NY: Routledge, 2015), 232 pp., US $ 148.00 [Hardcover], US $ 49.95 [Paperback], ISBN:
978-1-1388-5413-0.
As explained by the volume’s editors, “Taking into account legal, societal, operational and democratic
perspectives, this collection connects theoretical and practical approaches to produce an interdisciplinary
and multi-stakeholder understanding of how we might understand and measure and impact, legitimacy and
effectiveness of EU counter-terrorism” (p. 2). To examine these issues, following the editors’ introductory
overview, the book is divided into three parts. The chapters in the first part, “EU Counter-Terrorism: Its Scope and
Institutions,” catalog the European Union’s (EU) counter-terrorism measures and the institutional framework
that implements them throughout Europe. The chapters in the second part, “Disciplinary Perspectives on
EU Counter-Terrorism,” draw on legal, societal and democratic approaches to examine key concepts, such
as the effectiveness of the European Court of Human Rights, and the impacts of European counter-terrorism
on human rights and democratic legitimacy. The chapters in the third part, “Practical Perspectives on EU
Counter-Terrorism,” complement the theoretical discussions with the perspectives of end-users in society who
are affected by such policies, including policy-makers.
What is especially noteworthy about this volume is that counterterrorism is usually viewed as government
centric, so it is valuable to focus on the effectiveness of a regional organization, such as the EU, in implementing
a counterterrorism campaign, although, in the case of the EU, this campaign consists primarily of legal
and diplomatic efforts (including intelligence sharing). The volume’s chapters also provide insight into the
components of counterterrorism. Chapter 9, “Civil Society and Policy-Maker Perspectives on EU CounterTerrorism,” by Josephine Doody and Rosemarijn van der Hilst, highlights the difficulty in measuring
effectiveness, because, as one of the participants in their study observed, “obviously when you prevent attacks
then you might not know that there would otherwise have been an attack,” and, as another participant observed,
“No result is a good result” (p. 198). In the concluding chapter, “Governance Gaps in EU Counter-Terrorism:
Implications for Democracy and Constitutionalism,” co-editor Fiona de Londras observes that in assessing the
effectiveness and legitimacy of the EU’s measures, these should be reviewed on a “regular, participatory, public”
basis and “capable of bringing about policy, legal, practical and political reorientation by providing a rigorous
evidence base for policy (re)evaluation” (p. 228). Both editors are associated with the Durham Law School,
Durham University, England, UK.
Lee Jarvis and Michael Lister, Anti-Terrorism, Citizenship and Security (Manchester, England, UK:
Manchester University Press/New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2015), 208 pp., US $ 110.00 [Hardcover],
ISBN: 978-0-7190-9159-9.
This book examines the development and impact of anti-terrorism powers in the United Kingdom since 9/11
in enhancing the security of British citizens. Specifically, it examines its impact on maintaining the balance
between “the rights and freedoms citizens enjoy (and thus the formal content of citizenship) and the quality or
level of security experienced” (p. 2). To examine these issues, the book’s chapters seek to answer four related
questions: how are anti-terrorism powers “understood, assessed and discussed by different publics across the
UK”; how do they impact on the “experience of citizenship”; how do they impact on the state of security;
and how these different questions about citizenship and security “connect to evaluations of anti-terrorism
powers” (pp. 3-4). The authors conclude that it is crucial for policy makers to engage “with citizens’ views on
security and citizenship” and that understanding the impact of anti-terrorism measures “needs to shift from a
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straightforward consideration of ‘how to respond’, to include analysis of what anti-terrorism does, in as wide
and as detailed a framework as possible” (p. 161). One of the book’s weaknesses is the lack of an examination of
the magnitude of the terrorist threats facing Britain, which would have provided a wider context for discussing
the impact of anti-terrorism measures on the country’s citizenry. Nevertheless, this book still serves as an
important reminder that a government’s anti-terrorism measures need to consider their impact on preserving
a democratic society’s balance between the need to ensure security while maintaining an appropriate level of
civil liberties. Lee Jarvis is Senior Lecturer in International Security at the University of East Anglia, Norwich,
England, and Michael Lister is Reader in Politics at Oxford Brookes University, Oxford, England.
Montgomery McFate and Janice H. Laurence (Eds.), Social Science Goes to War: The Human Terrain System
in Iraq and Afghanistan (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2015), 320 pp., US $ 39.95 [Paperback],
ISBN: 978-0-1902-1672-6.
The Human Terrain System (HTS) was a program established in early February 2007 by the United States
Army, Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) to employ personnel with expertise in social science
disciplines, such as anthropology, sociology, political science, regional studies, and linguistics, to embed with
deployed military commanders and staff in their theaters of operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. The “human
terrain” refers to the crucial role of understanding by the military of the local population they interact with in
the regions in which they are deployed. The program officially ended its operations in September 2014.
The contributors to this edited volume, including co-editor Montgomery McFate, who was one of the program’s
creators, discuss their experiences with the program and its contributions to the American military efforts in
Afghanistan and Iraq. The introductory chapter by McFate and Janice Laurence discusses the HTS’s origins,
mission statement (e.g. to help “the military execute their operations more successfully, with less expenditure
of effort” by reducing “its need for the use of lethal force” (p. 10); as well as to “preserve and share sociocultural institutional knowledge” (p. 11); how the HTS was structured (with five to nine members, including
a research manager); and controversies over the HTS program. The remaining chapters are divided into
three sections: first, the research process involved in conducting social science in a war zone, including the
adaptation of research methods from “pure” to “applied”; second, the issues involved in integrating social
science teams with military units; and, third, ethical issues involved in embedding social scientists with a
military campaign. Several chapters are especially noteworthy for their discussion of methodologies used in
the HTS program that are also useful in academic research. These include Kathleen Reedy’s chapter on “The
Four Pillars of Integration: How to Make Social Science Work in a War Zone,” which makes the distinction
between measures of performance (e.g., numbers of insurgents captured), as compared to “measures of effect”
(e.g., the extent of reduced insurgent influence) (p. 173). James Dorough-Lewis Jr.’s chapter on “Investing in
Uncertainty: Applying Social Science to Military Operations,” discusses two valuable methodologies: one, how
the effectiveness of the military’s allocation of resources can be assessed through an “effects-based approach
to operations (EBAO),” which provides “a framework for holistically assessing the influences that converge
toward an environment’s behaviors and capabilities and then modifying those influences to adjust behaviors
and capabilities to correlate with desired outcomes” (p. 199). A second valuable methodology is the use of
spreadsheet-based “maturity matrices’ to track the progress of a unit’s efforts over multiple lines of effort and
interim and long-term milestones toward a larger end-point objective. (p. 201). The concluding chapter, “The
Human Terrain System: Some Lessons-Learned and the Way Forward, by Janice Laurence, discusses the role
of HTS as an experiment vis-a-vis the U.S. military’s existing civil affairs programs, such as in the fields of
intelligence, foreign area officers (FAOs), and military information support operations (MISO). She concludes
that some of HTS’s contributions included their understanding of the local “social structure, allegiances, and
physical, economic, and security needs. They mapped the political power grid. They did damage-control
following cultural incidents, such as a soldier’s shooting a Quran or after a patrol inappropriately flex-cuffed
and detained a local sheik’s elderly uncle.” (pp. 305-306). Regarding the future of HTS-type programs, Laurence
insightfully observes that “Social science has operational relevance for military missions involving not only
sustained combat (so-called phases 1 to 4), but especially for the purposes of conflict deterrence and stability
operations (phase 0), or as the pre-conflict period has ethnocentrically been called, ‘left of boom’” (p. 313).
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Richard A. Posner, Countering Terrorism: Blurred Focus, Halting Steps (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield,
2007), 264 pp., US $ 24.95 [Hardcover], ISBN: 978-0-7425-5883-0.
This book was published more than 10 years ago, but one of its premises is still relevant to the current era. In the
book’s Chapter 8, “Counterterrorism: Strategy and Structure: An Ounce of Prevention?”, the author presents
a valuable methodology to conduct a risk-based cost-benefit analysis to structure decisions about prioritizing
counterterrorism response measures. While it is generally understood that determining overall risk is measured
by the presence of threat, the vulnerability of a target, and the consequences of attacking the target, the author
presents a methodology to better operationalize this formula. This begins with the author’s discussion threat
as “influenced by the intentions and resources of potential attackers,” (p. 214) “attaching geographic and time
coordinates to potential attacks,” (p. 215) and estimating the size of the pools of potential attackers. A target’s
potential vulnerability, the author points out, is influenced by the expected cost to protect it against a possible
attack. The consequences of an attack are determined by the expected cost of a target’s expected loss to attack.
The author then distinguishes between primary and secondary losses. He explains primary losses as “deaths,
injuries, property damage, short-term economic disruption (such as the grounding of civil aviation for several
days after the 9/11 attacks) and psychological harm.” (p. 211). Secondary losses, the author explains, “are much
more difficult to quantify. They include political, social, economic, and legal costs incurred in the course, or
as a consequence of responding to the primary losses.” (p. 212). This methodology is then applied to assessing
the risk of two attack scenarios: an attack by a small homegrown terrorist cell and an attack by a rogue scientist
involving a genetically modified bioweapon. Although the rest of the book’s account (which focuses on the need
a decade ago for more effective U.S. domestic counterterrorism organizational structures) has been resolved
since then, the author’s presentation of a risk management methodology in counterterrorism is worth noting.
The author was a Circuit Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit in Chicago from
1981 until 2017, and is a Senior Lecturer at the University of Chicago Law School, Chicago, Illinois.
Counterterrorism – Legal Issues
Lucas Bergkamp, Michael Faure, Monika Hinteregger, and Niels Philipsen, Civil Liability in Europe for
Terrorism-Related Risk [Cambridge Studies in International and Comparative Law] (New York, NY: Cambridge
University Press, 2015), 402 pp., US $ 125.00 [Hardcover], ISBN: 978-1-1071-0044-2.
This book examines European laws as they apply to terrorism-related damages. An important issue in civil
liability coverage, the authors explain, is the extent to which “facility operators and security firms, both
manufacturers of security goods and providers of security services, are exposed to liability for terrorism-related
damage in Europe. The focus is on both potential liability exposure and actual cases. Key questions are: What
standards of liability apply? What types of damages are recoverable? Are any defences available? How are crossborder cases handled?” (pp. 4-5). To examine these issues, following the author’s introductory overview, the
book is divided into three parts. In the first part, “International and EU Law,” the chapters cover topics such
as liability for terrorism-related risks under international law and European Union (EU) law. In the second
part, “Liability for Terrorism-Related Risk Under Member State Law,” the chapters examine issues such as the
civil liability systems of seven EU member states (England and Wales, France, Germany, The Netherlands,
Poland, Spain, and Sweden), including attribution of liability. In the third part, “Assessment of Liability for
Terrorism-Related Risk,” the chapters discuss issues such as insurance of terrorism-related risks, contracting
for liability limitation, alternative systems for redressing terrorism-related risks, and explore whether there
is a role for the European Union in initiatives aimed at the insurance market. In the concluding chapter, the
authors observe that “although the case for a liability limitation is weak, civil liability for terrorism-related
risk is an issue that requires the attention of policymakers, including the EU” (p. 336). In terms of countering
terrorism, the authors conclude that “In developing policies on this issue, the government should keep in mind
that its primary responsibility is to prevent terrorist attacks from occurring, and liability for damage caused by
such attacks can contribute to accomplishing this objective” (p. 337). This book is an important resource for
government (especially their judicial, treasury and commerce departments) as well as business communities
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that manage the setting of risk premiums on terrorism-related civil liability issues for a country’s business
sector. Three of the authors are professors of civil law and economics at European universities. Lucas Bergkamp
is a partner at Hunton & Williams LLP’s Brussels, Belgium office.
Kent Roach (Ed.), Comparative Counter-Terrorism Law (New York, NY: Cambridge University Press, 2015),
838 pp., US $ 180.00 [Hardcover], ISBN: 978-1-1070-5707-4.
As explained by the volume’s editor, counter-terrorism law is a broad field that “spans criminal, administrative,
immigration, constitutional, military and foreign affairs law. It involves the interaction of domestic and supranational law.” (p. 3). With comparative counter-terrorism law an established discipline, the contributors to this
volume examine the practice and implementation of counter-terrorism law in 22 countries. A questionnaire
was used as a template to guide each country study on a range of its counter-terrorism instruments, such as
criminal law, immigration law, administrative measures, military and extra-territorial measures. Also discussed
are the influences on a country’s counter-terrorism laws of supra-national institutions, such as the United
Nations Security Council and the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), as well as regional bodies, such as the
Council of Europe. The book begins with the editor’s introductory overview, in which he discusses issues such
as the centrality of the definition of terrorism in counter-terrorism law. The country studies are divided into
five parts: North America (the United States and Canada); South America (Colombia and Brazil); Europe (the
United Kingdom, Switzerland, Belgium, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Greece, Croatia, Slovenia, Poland, the Czech
Republic, and Romania); the Middle East and Africa (Israel and South Africa); and Asia and Australia (Japan,
China, Singapore, and Australia). In the concluding chapter, “Thematic Conclusions and Future Challenges,”
Kent Roach, the volume’s editor, identifies common themes in counter-terrorism law that emerged from the
previous chapters, including areas of convergence and divergence in both laws and practices. In a concluding
section, he observes that one area of divergence is “the difficulty of defining terrorism in a satisfactory manner
that accommodates domestic dissent and freedom fighting against repressive regimes.” (p. 773). Another area
of divergence is the issue of targeted killing and its relation to other measures such as arrest and trial. The
author’s concluding note is worth noting: “An important constant is that counter-terrorism law will continue
to be a subject worthy of sustained comparative study because of its profound effects on security, human rights,
democracy and the rule of law” (p. 777). This volume is an important contribution to the discipline of the legal
component in counter-terrorism. The editor is professor of law at the University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada.
Larissa Van Den Herik and Nico Schriver (Eds.), Counter-Terrorism Strategies in a Fragmented International
Legal Order: Meeting the Challenges (New York, NY: Cambridge University Press, 2014), 798 pp., US $ 160.00
[Hardcover], US $ 51.00 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-1-1074-8010-0.
The contributors to this edited volume address a significant challenge that combating international terrorism
presents to international law in ensuring, which is, as the editors explain, “the coherence and unity of the
applicability of the principles and rules originating in multiple branches of international law” (p. 1). To examine
these issues, the book is divided into three parts. The chapters in the first part, “Improving International
Cooperation in the Investigation and Prosecution of Terrorist Acts,” cover issues such as international justice
cooperation against terrorism since 9/11; the role of regional organizations in Europe and Africa in promoting
cooperation in counter-terrorism; the effectiveness of legal instruments such as the European arrest warrant;
the distinction between cooperation among intelligence agencies as opposed to cooperation in intelligence
collection; and international cooperation in countering terrorism financing. The chapters in the second
part, “The Use of Force Against Terrorists,” discuss issues such as the international regulation of the use of
force; the role of the U.N. Security Council in authorizing the use of force; the right of states to self-defense
against terrorists, including anticipatory self-defense; and the necessity and proportionality when exercising
self-defense. The chapters in the second part, “Intersection Between International Human Rights Law and
International Law in the Fight Against Terrorism,” cover topics such as the applicability of the laws of armed
conflict, including the use of lethal force and targeted killings, in countering terrorist organizations; the interplay
between human rights and humanitarian law in countering terrorism; the legal regime covering the treatment
of terrorist detainees, including issues of extraterritoriality and habeas corpus, in arresting potential suspects
and transferring detainees from one country to another; and defining terrorism as a crime in international and
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domestic law. This volume is an important contribution to the legal literature on the role of international law in
providing guidelines to government counterterrorism practitioners, as well as academic researchers on these
topics. Both editors are professors of public international law at the Grotius Centre for International Legal
Studies, Leiden University, The Netherlands.
Anarchism
Gordon Carr, The Angry Brigade: A History of Britain’s First Urban Guerilla Group (Oakland, CA: PM Press,
2010), 288 pp., US $ 24.95 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-1-6048-6049-8.
This is a highly informed and well-written account of the roots of the Angry Brigade, England’s militant leftwing group that originated in the mid-1960s and carried out a series of bombing attacks from 1970 to 1972.
These bombings were directed against iconic targets such as banks, embassies, and the homes of Conservative
Members of Parliament, including the home of Robert Carr, the Secretary of State for Employment at the time.
The author, a veteran BBC documentary producer, had produced a documentary about the Angry Brigade for
the BBC in 1973, with this book being a journalistic expansion and update of the documentary.
Richard Bach Jensen, The Battle Against Anarchist Terrorism: An International History, 1878-1934 (New
York, NY: Cambridge University Press, 2014), 430 pp., US $ 99.00 [Hardcover], US $ 39.99 [Paperback], ISBN:
978-1-1075-9553-8.
This is an authoritative and detailed account, based on extensive historical documents, of the history of the
campaigns waged by American and European police services against anarchist terrorists from 1878 to the mid1930s. The author explains that at the time anarchist terrorism was the dominant type of terrorism facing these
countries, so in response their governments cooperated in the diplomatic arena to counter anarchists, as many
of them also operated cross-nationally. The book’s coverage is divided into two periods: 1878-1914, with an
epilogue covering the period 1914-1934. To examine these issues, the book’s chapters cover topics such as the
origins and activities of anarchist terrorism, including some of their significant attacks, such as their numerous
assassination attempts in Germany and Russia, and their assassination of President William McKinley in
early September 1901. These terrorist activities led to cooperation by the targeted countries’ police services
against terrorism. This was accompanied by the development and implementation of various international
legal conventions, such as an 1892 law that “defined anarchist acts of violence as ‘social crimes’ outside the
protection provided political crimes in extradition treaties.…” (p. 1). Other international conventions included
the St. Petersburg Protocol of 1904, in which the signatories agreed to oppose the anarchist movement through
international cooperation, although, as the author points out, “The 1904 protocol made no attempt to define an
anarchist act or to suggest possible improvements in legislation and extradition procedures affecting anarchists”
(p. 290). In the conclusion, the author observes that the period of 1878-1934 in the international campaign
against anarchism “deserves a much larger place in the history books” because “It exercised an important
impact on a largely secret diplomacy, influencing the actions and attitudes of the European (and to a lesser
extent, the American and Asian) states in ways that have seldom been assessed. Efforts to fight the perceived
threat of anarchist terrorism influenced extradition law and practice, stimulated the spread of new methods
of criminal identification, promoted police expansion, modernization, and centralization, and led to the
development of more professional forms of guardianship for both democratically elected and dynastic rulers.”
(p. 365). The author is Professor of History at the Louisiana Scholars’ College at Northwestern State University
in Natchitoches, Louisiana.
Peter Marshall, Demanding the Impossible: A History of Anarchism (Oakland, CA: PM Press, 2010), 840 pp.,
US $ 28.95 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-1-6048-6064-1.
This is a comprehensive and massive collection of primary documents from leading anarchist theoreticians
since the movement’s origins in the 1890s, although some historical predecessors are also included. In the
introduction, the volume’s editor defines an anarchist “as one who rejects all forms of external government
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and the State and believes that society and individuals would function well without them” (p. xiii). Regarding
the involvement of anarchists in terrorism, the editor points out that “only a tiny minority of anarchists
have practiced terror as a revolutionary strategy, and then chiefly in the 1890s when there was a spate of
spectacular bombings and political assassinations during a period of complete despair” (p. ix). Following the
editor’s introductory overview, the volume is divided into seven parts. Part O, “Anarchism in Theory”; Part
II, “Forerunners of Anarchism”; Part III, “Great Libertarians”; Part IV, “Classic Anarchist Thinkers” (such
as William Godwin, Max Stirner, Joseph Proudhon, Michael Bakunin, Peter Kropotkin, Leo Tolstoy, Emma
Goldman); Part V, “Anarchism in Action” (in countries such as France, Italy, Spain, Russia, Europe, the United
States and Latin America); Part VI, “Modern Anarchism” (including the New Left, the New Right, and modern
anarchists); and Part VII, “The Legacy of Anarchism.” The Epilogue takes the form of a literature review that
assesses new developments in anarchist thought and activities. The author concludes that one of anarchism’s
main contributions is its utopianism “in that it imagines the world as it could be. But it is also realistic in that
it conserves and develops ancient traditions of self-help and mutual aid and profound libertarian tendencies
within society” (p. 705).
Boko Haram
Virginia Comolli, Boko Haram: Nigeria’s Islamist Insurgency [Revised Edition] (London, England, UK:
Hurst & Company, 2017), 256 pp., US $ 17.95 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-1-8490-4661-9.
This is a revised edition of the book’s initial 2015 publication. It is based on the author’s extensive field
research and interviews in Nigeria from 2012 to part of 2014. The book’s chapters are arranged thematically.
Following the introductory chapter which discusses some of the research challenges in studying Boko Haram,
the chapters provide an historical background to Islam in Nigeria, the emergence of extremist groups which
shaped Boko Haram, particularly in 2009, when Muhammad Yusuf was assassinated while in captivity by
Nigerian police, and the beginning of the group’s full scale insurgency in 2010 when Abubakar Shekau
became the group’s new leader. The volume covers the resort to suicide attacks against Nigerian targets, and
the internationalization of Boko Haram in neighboring countries and its reported alliance with al-Qaida, as
well, later on, with ISIS. This is followed by an analysis of the government’s response, which was primarily
militarily in nature, and also involved military assistance from the United States and the United Kingdom. In
the concluding chapter, the author characterizes Boko Haram’s insurgency as a “hybrid security challenge” that
requires “effective countermeasures tackling both violence and the underlying narrative” (p. 154). Moreover,
other challenges also need to be addressed because while Nigeria is “an African super-power economically,
militarily and diplomatically [it] is also a country facing a range of challenges, from corruption to the effects of
climate change, which require political attention, effort and resources” (p. 155). The book’s Appendix includes
a valuable selected chronology of key events. The book is well written and reflects the author’s deep familiarity
with Nigeria, making it a valuable contribution to the literature on Boko Haram. The author is a research fellow
for Security and Development at the International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS), in London, England,
UK.
Alexander Thurston, Boko Haram: The History of an African Jihadist Movement (Princeton, NJ: Princeton
University Press, 2018), 352 pp., US $ 29.95 [Hardcover], ISBN: 978-0-6911-7224-8.
This comprehensive account of Boko Haram is arranged chronologically. It divides Boko Haram’s history into
five phases: (1) the decades from the 1970s to the 1990s, which laid the basis for the group’s emergence; (2) the
period from 2001 to 2009, when the group began its insurgency and its leader, Mohammad Yusuf was killed
by Nigerian police; (3) the period of 2010 to 2013, when the group intensified its terrorist campaign; (4) the
period from 2013 to 2015, when the group controlled territory in northeastern Nigeria, including the notorious
kidnapping of 276 schoolgirls in April 2014; and (5) the period since 2015 when, as the author explains, the
group’s ‘state’ largely fell to the militaries of Nigeria and its neighbors” (p. 2). It was also during this latter period
that Boko Haram declared its affiliation to the Islamic State. In one of the book’s numerous insights, the author
explains that “For understanding Boko Haram, four aspects of Nigerian politics are relevant: cutthroat elections;
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pervasive corruption; severe inequality; and the violence and impunity that surround approaches to conflict
management” (p. 27). In the concluding chapter, the author points out that “No durable solution can be found
to Boko Haram… until politics is brought back into view and confronted. What political complaints does the
sect have, and in what ways are these complaints irreducible to economic deprivation? What political decisions
are necessary for ending the conflict – who will be the winners and losers? Will arrested Boko Haram members
face trials, or be enrolled into deradicalization programs? Will there be reconciliation between perpetrators
of violence and their victims?” (p. 302). The author concludes that “….history suggests that the Boko Haram
crisis may end with a draw-out, agonizing process of sporadic violence and entrenched impunity, rather than
a crescendo of accountability and reconciliation” (p. 302). The book includes a valuable selected bibliography,
including a listing of jihadi videos and audio recordings. The author is visiting Assistant Professor of African
Studies at Georgetown University, Washington, DC.
About the Reviewer: Dr. Joshua Sinai is the Book Reviews Editor of ‘Perspectives on Terrorism’. He can be
reached at: Joshua.sinai@comcast.net.
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Resources
Bibliography: Islamic State (IS, ISIS, ISIL, Daesh) [Part 4]
Compiled and selected by Judith Tinnes
			

[Bibliographic Series of Perspectives on Terrorism - BSPT-JT-2018-3]

Abstract
This bibliography contains journal articles, book chapters, books, edited volumes, theses, grey literature, bibliographies
and other resources on the Islamic State (IS / ISIS / ISIL / Daesh) and its predecessor organizations. To keep up with the
rapidly changing political events, the most recent publications have been prioritized during the selection process. The
literature has been retrieved by manually browsing through more than 200 core and periphery sources in the field of
Terrorism Studies. Additionally, full-text and reference retrieval systems have been employed to broaden the search.
Keywords: bibliography; resources; literature; Islamic State; IS; ISIS; ISIL; Daesh;
Al-Qaeda in Iraq; AQI
NB: All websites were last visited on 21.03.2018. This subject bibliography is conceptualised as a multi-part
series (for earlier bibliographies, see: Part 1 , Part 2 and Part 3). To avoid duplication, this compilation only
includes literature not contained in the previous parts. However, meta-resources, such as bibliographies,
were also included in the sequels.
– See also Note for the Reader at the end of this literature list.

Bibliographies and other Resources
Aleppo24 (2015, October-): @24Aleppo. URL: https://twitter.com/24Aleppo
Al-Khalidi, Ashraf; Renahan, Thomas (Eds.) (2015, May-): Daesh Daily: An Update On ISIS Activities. URL:
http://www.daeshdaily.com
Al-Tamimi, Aymenn Jawad (2012, November-): Aymenn Jawad Al-Tamimi’s Blog. URL: http://www.
aymennjawad.org/blog
Bibliotheek NLDA (2015, December): Islamitische Staat (IS). [Libguide]. URL: https://bibliotheeknlda.files.
wordpress.com/2014/01/libguide-islamitische-staat.pdf
Combating Terrorism Center (CTC) (n.d.-): Islamic State & Predecessor Groups. URL: https://www.ctc.usma.
edu/isil-resources
Crane, David (Project Leader) et al. (2011-): The Syrian Accountability Project (SAP). URL: http://
syrianaccountabilityproject.org
DeirEzzor24 (n.d.-): URL: http://en.deirezzor24.net
Hegghammer, Thomas (2013, January-): @Hegghammer. URL: https://twitter.com/Hegghammer
Hegghammer, Thomas (2015, May-): The Bored Jihadi: Scrappings on Jihadi Culture and Daily Life Inside
Extremist Groups. URL: http://boredjihadi.tumblr.com
Higgins, Eliot et al. (2014, July-): Bellingcat. URL: https://www.bellingcat.com
Institute for the Study of War (ISW) (2013, January 3-): ISW Blog: ISIS. URL: http://iswresearch.blogspot.de/
search/label/ISIS

ISSN 2334-3745

140

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

IntelCenter (n.d.-): Islamic State & other Jihadi Inspired & Directed Attacks Outside of Insurgent Theaters 2014
to Present: Interactive Map. URL: http://intelcenter.com/maps/jihadi-inspired-directed-attacks.html
IntelCenter (n.d.-): Islamic State Wilayats: Interactive World Map. URL: http://www.intelcenter.com/maps/iswilayats-map.html
IntelCenter (2017-): Islamic State (IS) Weaponized Drone Attacks in Iraq & Syria: Animated Map. URL:
https://www.intelcenter.com/maps/islamic-state-weaponized-drone-map.html
Iraq Body Count (2003, January-): URL: https://www.iraqbodycount.org
Khatib, Hadi et al. (2015-): Syrian Archive: Curating Visual Documentation for Justice and Human Rights.
URL: https://syrianarchive.org
Lund, Aron (Ed.) (2012-): Syria in Crisis. URL: http://carnegieendowment.org/syriaincrisis
Masi, Alessandria (Managing Ed.) et al. (2012, December-): Syria Deeply. URL: https://www.newsdeeply.com/
syria
Mosul Eye (2014, June-): URL: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mosul-Eye/552514844870022?fref=nf
NATO Multimedia Library (2012, October): The Iraq War, 2003-2011: Books. (Thematic Bibliography No.
8/12). URL: http://www.natolibguides.info/ld.php?content_id=10701676
NATO Multimedia Library (2016, February): From Al Qaida to ISIS: The Evolution of Terrorism. (Thematic
Bibliography No. 1/16). URL: http://www.natolibguides.info/ld.php?content_id=19411574
Norwegian Defence Research Establishment (FFI); University of Oslo (2016-): Jihadi Document Repository.
URL: http://www.hf.uio.no/ikos/english/research/jihadi-document-repository/index.html
Orton, Kyle W. (2014, March-): The Syrian Intifada. URL: https://kyleorton1991.wordpress.com
OutRight Action International (2014-): Timeline of Publicized Executions for Alleged Sodomy by the Islamic
State Militias. URL: https://www.outrightinternational.org/content/timeline-publicized-executions-allegedsodomy-islamic-state-militias
Paraszczuk, Joanna (2013, August-): From Chechnya to Syria: Tracking Russian-Speaking Foreign Fighters in
Syria. URL: http://www.chechensinsyria.com
Patrikarakos, David et al. (2014, October-): Under The Black Flag. URL: http://www.rferl.org/archive/underthe-black-flag/latest/17257/17257.html
Prucha, Nico (2007-): Online Jihad: Monitoring Jihadist Online Communities. URL: https://onlinejihad.net
Prucha, Nico (2017, July 16-): “Islamic State” Briefing. (Online Jihad Mini-Series). Online Jihad: Monitoring
Jihadist Online Communities. URL: https://onlinejihad.net/2017/07/16/islamic-state-briefing
Raqqa24 (2016, November-): @24Raqqa. URL: https://twitter.com/24Raqqa
Raqqa is Being Slaughtered Silently (RBSS) (2014, April-): URL: http://www.raqqa-sl.com/en
Smith, Rhiannon (Managing Director) et al. (2016-): Libya Analysis. URL: http://eyeonisisinlibya.com
Sound and Picture (2015-): URL: http://sound-and-picture.com/en/
Syrian Civil War (n.d.-): [Internet Forum]. URL: https://www.reddit.com/r/syriancivilwar
Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR) (2011, June-): URL: http://sn4hr.org
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights (SOHR) (2006, May-): URL: http://www.syriahr.com/en
Tinnes, Judith (2015, August): Bibliography: Islamic State (Part 1). Perspectives on Terrorism, 9(4), 165-212.

ISSN 2334-3745

141

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

URL: http://www.terrorismanalysts.com/pt/index.php/pot/article/view/452
Tinnes, Judith (2016, February-): Counting Lives Lost – Statistics of Camera-Recorded Extrajudicial
Executions by the “Islamic State”. [Monitoring Project]. Perspectives on Terrorism, 10(1). URL: http://www.
terrorismanalysts.com/pt/index.php/pot/article/view/483
Tinnes, Judith (2016, June): Bibliography: Islamic State (Part 2). Perspectives on Terrorism, 10(3), 59-98. URL:
http://www.terrorismanalysts.com/pt/index.php/pot/article/view/516
Tinnes, Judith (2017, June): Bibliography: Islamic State (Part 3). Perspectives on Terrorism, 11(3), 96-149.
URL: http://www.terrorismanalysts.com/pt/index.php/pot/article/view/613
van Linge, Thomas (2013, January-): @ThomasVLinge. URL: https://twitter.com/ThomasVLinge
Van Ostaeyen, Pieter (2011, August-): @p_vanostaeyen. URL: https://twitter.com/p_vanostaeyen
Van Ostaeyen, Pieter (2012, October-): pietervanostaeyen: Musings on Arabism, Islamicism, History and
Current Affairs. URL: https://pietervanostaeyen.wordpress.com
Van Vlierden, Guy (n.d.-): The Count of Emmejihad: A Compilation of Figures about Foreign Fighters in Syria
& Iraq from all over the World. URL: https://thecountofemmejihad.wordpress.com
Van Vlierden, Guy (2013, May-): emmejihad: ExcuseMeMyEnglish – A Research Blog about Jihad in and out of
Belgium. URL: https://emmejihad.wordpress.com
Wing, Joel (2008, June-): Musings on Iraq: Iraq News, Politics, Economics, Society. URL: http://musingsoniraq.
blogspot.co.uk
Winter, Charlie (2013, July-): @charliewinter. URL: https://twitter.com/charliewinter
Woods, Chris et al. (n.d.-): Airwars. URL: https://airwars.org
Zelin, Aaron Y. (2008, July-): @azelin. URL: https://twitter.com/azelin
Zelin, Aaron Y. (2010, June-): Jihadology. URL: http://jihadology.net
Zelin, Aaron Y. (2014, June): Bibliography on the History and Evolution of the Islamic State of Iraq and alSham. Jihadology. URL: http://jihadology.net/2014/06/14/bibliography-on-the-history-and-evolution-of-theislamic-state-of-iraq-and-al-sham

Books and Edited Volumes
Al-Bayati, T. Hamid (2017): A New Counterterrorism Strategy: Why the World Failed to Stop Al Qaeda and
ISIS/ISIL, and how to Defeat Terrorists. (Praeger Security International). Santa Barbara: Praeger.
Astorino-Courtois, Allison (Ed.) (2017, March): Highlights from CENTCOM Round 1, 2 and 3 Questions with
Individually Themed Executive Summaries Appended. (SMA Reach-back Report). Boston: NSI. URL: http://
nsiteam.com/sma-reachback-highlights-from-centcom-round-1-2-and-3-questions
Azinović, Vlado (Ed.) (2017, May): Between Salvation and Terror: Radicalization and the Foreign
Fighter Phenomenon in the Western Balkans. [e-Book]. Sarajevo: Atlantic Initiative. URL: http://www.
atlantskainicijativa.org/bos/images/BETWEEN_SALVATION_AND_TERROR/BetweenSalvationAndTerror.
pdf
Bahney, Benjamin et al. (2010): An Economic Analysis of the Financial Records of al-Qa’ida in Iraq. [e-Book].
Santa Monica: RAND Corporation. URL: https://www.rand.org/pubs/monographs/MG1026.html
Barron, David J. (2016): Waging War: The Clash between Presidents and Congress, 1776 to ISIS. New York:

ISSN 2334-3745

142

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Simon & Schuster.
Belz, Mindy (2016): They Say we Are Infidels: On the Run from ISIS with Persecuted Christians in the Middle
East. Carol Stream: Tyndale Momentum.
Bontinck, Dimitri (2017): Rescued from ISIS: The Gripping True Story of how a Father Saved his Son. New
York: St. Martin’s Press.
Clarke, Colin P. et al. (2017): Financial Futures of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant: Findings from a
RAND Corporation Workshop. [e-Book]. (RAND Conference Proceedings, CF-361). Santa Monica: RAND
Corporation. DOI: https://doi.org/10.7249/CF361
Connable, Ben; Lander, Natasha; Jackson, Kimberly (2017): Beating the Islamic State: Selecting a New Strategy
for Iraq and Syria. [e-Book]. Santa Monica: RAND Corporation. DOI: https://doi.org/10.7249/RR1562
Culbertson, Shelly; Robinson, Linda (2017): Making Victory Count after Defeating ISIS: Stabilization
Challenges in Mosul and beyond. [e-Book]. Santa Monica: RAND Corporation. DOI: https://doi.org/10.7249/
RR2076
Dilegge, Dave; Bunker, Robert J. (Eds.) (2017): Jihadi Terrorism, Insurgency, and the Islamic State: A Small
Wars Journal Anthology. Bloomington: Xlibris.
El Sayed, Lilah; Barnes, Jamal (Eds.) (2017): Contemporary P/CVE Research and Practice. [e-Book]. Abu
Dhabi; Perth: Hedayah; Edith Cowan University. URL: http://www.hedayahcenter.org/Admin/Content/File222018131552.pdf
Gerges, Fawaz A. (2016): ISIS: A History. Princeton: Princeton University Press.
Greenberg, Karen J. (Ed.) (2017): The American Exception: Terrorism Prosecutions in the United States: The
ISIS Cases: March 2014 – August 2017. (Center on National Security [CNS], Fordham University School of
Law Report). URL: https://news.law.fordham.edu/blog/2017/09/14/center-on-national-security-issues-thirdannual-report-on-isis-prosecutions
Griffin, Michael (2016): Islamic State: Rewriting History. London: Pluto Press.
Gustafsson, Linus; Ranstorp, Magnus (2017): Swedish Foreign Fighters in Syria and Iraq: An Analysis of OpenSource Intelligence and Statistical Data. [e-Book]. Stockholm: Center for Asymmetric Threat Studies (CATS),
Swedish Defence University. URL: http://www.diva-portal.org/smash/record.jsf?pid=diva2%3A1110355
Hashim, Ahmed S. (2018): The Caliphate at War: The Ideological, Organisational and Military Innovations of
Islamic State. London: Hurst.
Hegghammer, Thomas (Ed.) (2017): Jihadi Culture: The Art and Social Practices of Militant Islamists.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/9781139086141
Howie, Luke; Campbell, Perri (2017): Crisis and Terror in the Age of Anxiety: 9/11, the Global Financial Crisis
and ISIS. London: Palgrave Macmillan / Springer Nature. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1057/978-1-137-51629-9
January, Brendan (2018): ISIS: The Global Face of Terrorism. Minneapolis: Twenty-First Century Books.
Kilcullen, David (2016): Blood Year: The Unraveling of Western Counterterrorism. New York: Oxford
University Press.
Malkasian, Carter (2017): Illusions of Victory: The Anbar Awakening and the Rise of the Islamic State. New
York: Oxford University Press.
Mekhennet, Souad (2017): I Was Told to Come Alone: My Journey behind the Lines of Jihad. New York: Henry
Holt and Company.

ISSN 2334-3745

143

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Mohamedou, Mohammad-Mahmoud Ould (2018): A Theory of ISIS: Political Violence and the
Transformation of the Global Order. London: Pluto Press.
Murad, Nadia (2017): The Last Girl: My Story of Captivity, and my Fight against the Islamic State. New York:
Tim Duggan Books.
Nance, Malcolm; Sampson, Chris (2017): Hacking ISIS: How to Destroy the Cyber Jihad. New York: Skyhorse
Publishing.
Napoleoni, Loretta (2017): ISIS: The Terror Nation. (Updated ed.). New York: Seven Stories Press.
Osman, Tarek (2017): Islamism: A History of Political Islam from the Fall of the Ottoman Empire to the Rise of
ISIS. New Haven: Yale University Press.
Otten, Cathy (2017): With Ash on their Faces: Yezidi Women and the Islamic State. New York: OR Books.
Ratelle, Jean-Francois; Broers, Laurence (Eds.) (2018): Networked Insurgencies and Foreign Fighters in Eurasia.
Abingdon: Routledge.
Rekawek, Kacper (Ed.) (2017): Not only Syria? The Phenomenon of Foreign Fighters in a Comparative
Perspective. (NATO Science for Peace and Security Series – E: Human and Societal Dynamics, Vol. 134).
Amsterdam: IOS Press.
Renahan, Thomas M. (2017): The Struggle for Iraq: A View from the Ground Up. Lincoln: Potomac Books.
Renard, Thomas; Coolsaet, Rik (Eds.) (2018, February): Returnees: Who Are they, why Are they (not) Coming
Back and how Should we Deal with them? Assessing Policies on Returning Foreign Terrorist Fighters in Belgium,
Germany and the Netherlands. (Egmont Paper 101). URL: http://www.egmontinstitute.be/returneesassessing-policies-on-returning-foreign-terrorist-fighters-in-belgium-germany-and-the-netherlands
Robinson, Eric et al. (2017): When the Islamic State Comes to Town: The Economic Impact of Islamic State
Governance in Iraq and Syria. [e-Book]. (RAND Research Reports, RR-1970-RC). Santa Monica: RAND
Corporation. URL: https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR1970.html
Roy, Olivier (2017): Jihad and Death: The Global Appeal of Islamic State. London: Hurst.
Sadler, Anthony et al. (2016): The 15:17 to Paris: The True Story of a Terrorist, a Train, and Three American
Heroes. New York: PublicAffairs.
Salazar, Philippe-Joseph (2017): Words Are Weapons: Inside ISIS’s Rhetoric of Terror. (Dorna Khazeni, Trans.).
New Haven: Yale University Press.
Samer [Pseudonym] (Author); Thomson, Mike; Neal, John (Eds.) (2017): The Raqqa Diaries: Escape from
“Islamic State”. (Nader Ibrahim, Trans.). London: Hutchinson.
Seib, Philip (2017): As Terrorism Evolves: Media, Religion, and Governance. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108303996
Sheikh, Mona Kanwal (Ed.) (2017, September): Expanding Jihad: How al-Qaeda and Islamic State Find New
Battlefields. [e-Book]. Copenhagen: Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS). URL: https://www.diis.
dk/en/research/new-book-uncovers-the-pop-up-mechanisms-behind-islamic-state-and-al-qaeda
Soufan, Ali (2017): Anatomy of Terror: From the Death of Bin Laden to the Rise of the Islamic State. New York:
W. W. Norton & Company.
Turku, Helga (2018): The Destruction of Cultural Property as a Weapon of War: ISIS in Syria and Iraq. Cham:
Palgrave Macmillan / Springer Nature. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57282-6
Veyne, Paul (2017): Palmyra: An Irreplaceable Treasure. (Teresa Lavender Fagan, Trans.). Chicago: The

ISSN 2334-3745

144

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

University of Chicago Press.
Wasserstein, David J. (2017): Black Banners of ISIS: The Roots of the New Caliphate. New Haven: Yale
University Press.
Yeşiltaş, Murat; Kardaş, Tuncay (Eds.) (2018): Non-State Armed Actors in the Middle East: Geopolitics,
Ideology, and Strategy. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan / Springer Nature. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-31955287-3
Zelin, Aaron Y. (Ed.) (2017, June): How al-Qaeda Survived Drones, Uprisings, and the Islamic State: The
Nature of the Current Threat. [e-Book]. (The Washington Institute for Near East Policy, Policy Focus 153).
Washington, DC: The Washington Institute for Near East Policy. URL: http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/
policy-analysis/view/how-al-qaeda-survived-drones-uprisings-and-the-islamic-state

Theses
Armendariz, Kaitlyn (2017): Culturalcide: The Systematic Destruction and Rewriting of World History at
the Hands of ISIS. (Master’s Thesis, University of Arizona, Tucson, United States). URL: http://hdl.handle.
net/10150/624119
Brems, Makella (2017, Spring): Islamic State Online Recruitment: Narratives and Counter-Narratives. (Senior
Thesis, Claremont McKenna College, Claremont, United States). URL: http://scholarship.claremont.edu/
cmc_theses/1708
Brody, Kathryn H. R. (2017, August): Minority Report: The Danger of Women in Islamic Terrorism and
in ISIS. (Master’s Thesis, Brandeis University, Waltham, United States). URL: http://bir.brandeis.edu/
handle/10192/34131
Cutter, Dan (2017): IS, a Global Caliphate, and Exceptionalism: An Ideological Criticism of the Islamic State’s
Rhetoric in Dabiq. (Master’s Thesis, Kansas State University, Manhattan, United States). URL: http://hdl.
handle.net/2097/35545
Drischell, John G. (2017, June): Exploring the Dramatization in Dabiq: A Fantasy Theme Analysis. (Master’s
Thesis, Oregon State University, Corvallis, United States). URL: http://ir.library.oregonstate.edu/concern/
graduate_thesis_or_dissertations/8049g998k
Fisher, Michael G. (2015, December): A Study in the Rise and Threat of the Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria. (Master’s Thesis, Angelo State University, San Angelo, United States). URL: http://hdl.handle.
net/2346.1/30504
Gille, H. F. (2017, June): An Alternative Approach to the Phenomenon of ISIS: “Understanding the Behaviour
of ISIS by Considering it as an Apocalyptic Cult”. (Master’s Thesis, University of Leiden, Leiden, The
Netherlands). URL: http://hdl.handle.net/1887/52672
Gospodinov, Ivan Diyanov (2015): The Sunni Tribes of Iraq: Tribal Consolidation, through Turbulent
Years 2003-2009. (Master’s Thesis, Leiden University, Leiden, The Netherlands). URL: http://hdl.handle.
net/1887/33836
Grigoryan, Hripsime (2017, August): International Terrorist Organizations. (Master’s Thesis, California State
University, Northridge, Los Angeles, United States). URL: http://hdl.handle.net/10211.3/195492
Guilhem-Ducléon, Erwin (2017, July): How did Obama’s Foreign Policy Encourage the Rise of ISIS? (Master’s
Thesis, Leiden University, Leiden, The Netherlands). URL: http://hdl.handle.net/1887/52569
Hadi, Elaaf Rajih (2016, December): The Impact of US’ Neo-Orientalism on the Future of Nation-State in Iraq
in the Light of IS Crisis. (Doctoral Thesis, LUISS University of Rome, Rome, Italy). URL: http://eprints.luiss.

ISSN 2334-3745

145

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

it/1466
Herlitz, Andrea (2016, Summer): Examining Agency in the News: A Content Analysis of Swedish Media’s
Portrayal of Western Women Joining Daesh. (Master’s Thesis, Utrecht University, Utrecht, The Netherlands).
URL: https://dspace.library.uu.nl/handle/1874/334589
Kader, Såma (2015, Fall Term): A New Era of Terror: An Investigation of Non-International Armed Conflict and
the Islamic State’s Transnational Crusade for World Domination. (Master’s Thesis, Uppsala University, Uppsala,
Sweden). URL: http://uu.diva-portal.org/smash/record.jsf?pid=diva2%3A894283&dswid=-3430
Kernan, Erik Rafael (2017): The Islamic State as a Unique Social Movement: Exploiting Social Media in an
Era of Religious Revival. (Honors Thesis, University of Vermont, Burlington, United States). URL: http://
scholarworks.uvm.edu/hcoltheses/154
Kozaric, Edin (2017, Spring): Exploring the Demand Side of Foreign Rebel Recruitment – A Comparative Case
Study of Al Qaeda in Iraq (2004-2008) and the Islamic State (2012-2016). (Master’s Thesis, Uppsala University,
Uppsala, Sweden). URL: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn%3Anbn%3Ase%3Auu%3Adiva-324977
Larsson, Gustav (2017): The Caliphate and the Aiding Sword: A Content Analysis of “Islamic State”
Propaganda. (Master’s Thesis, Stockholm University, Stockholm, Sweden). URL: http://su.diva-portal.org/
smash/record.jsf?pid=diva2%3A1075031&dswid=7324
Lee, Vivian Sin Yee (2017, May): Justification of Suicide Terrorism and the Gendered Interpretation: Case
Study: Al-Qaeda & ISIS. (Master’s Thesis, Leiden University, Leiden, The Netherlands). URL: http://hdl.
handle.net/1887/52155
Lowry, Joshua R. (2016, August): ISIS: An Online News Media Analysis of International Recruitment. (Master’s
Thesis, University of Houston, Houston, United States). URL: http://hdl.handle.net/10657/1542
Mold, Francesca Annemarie (2017): New Imaginaries of War: How Hamas and the Islamic State Advance their
Political Objectives on a Virtual Battlefield. (Master’s Thesis, Massey University, Аlbаny, New Zealand). URL:
http://hdl.handle.net/10179/11715
Noble, Charles F.; Sigler, Daniel K. A. (2017, June): The Human Drones of ISIS: How 21st Century Terrorism
Uses Remote Warfare. (Master’s Thesis, Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, United States). URL: http://hdl.
handle.net/10945/55658
Ould Meiloud, Ahmed (2017): The Islamic Rational State: The Arab Islamists’ New Politico- Legal Discourses
of a Post-Caliphate Order. (Doctoral Thesis, University of Arizona, Tucson, United States). URL: http://hdl.
handle.net/10150/625674
Porkka, Jenni (2017): Terrorism and Genocide: The Islamic State and the Case of Yazidis. (Master’s
Thesis, Uppsala University, Uppsala, Sweden). URL: http://uu.diva-portal.org/smash/record.
jsf?pid=diva2%3A1109877&dswid=4687
Ratcliff, Kathryn Joanne (2017, May): ISIS in America: A Sociohistorical Analysis. (Master’s Thesis, University
of Arkansas, Fayetteville, United States). URL: http://scholarworks.uark.edu/etd/1915
Sharp Parker, Amanda M. (2016, July): The Applicability of Criminology to Terrorism Studies: An Exploratory
Study of ISIS Supporters in the United States. (Doctoral Thesis, University of South Florida, Tampa, United
States). URL: http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/etd/6347
Smaney, David Michael (2017, May): A Radical Idea: Applying Psychological Strategy to Combat Foreign
Fighters Defending the Islamic State. (Master’s Thesis, Missouri State University, Springfield, United States).
URL: https://bearworks.missouristate.edu/theses/3102
Sunde, Hans Myhre (2017, May): Stories, Style & Radicalization: A Cultural and Narrative Criminological
Study of Jihadi Propaganda Magazines. (Master’s Thesis, University of Oslo, Oslo, Norway). URL: http://urn.

ISSN 2334-3745

146

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

nb.no/URN:NBN:no-60310
Thomas, Zachary Ross (2017): Putting the “Islam” in Islamism: Religious Language and the Model Muslim as
Tools of Propaganda. (Master’s Thesis, University of Arizona, Tucson, United States). URL: http://hdl.handle.
net/10150/625699
Uhler, Michael (2017, May): Boko Haram: Why they Became an Affiliate of Daesh. (Bachelor’s
Thesis, Linnaeus University, Växjö, Sweden). URL: http://lnu.diva-portal.org/smash/record.
jsf?pid=diva2%3A1106952&dswid=9423
Vujanović, Jovana (2016): The Digital Caliphate: The Use of Propaganda in DAESH Communication
Operations to Legitimise, Radicalise and Recruit. (Master’s Thesis, University of Vienna, Vienna, Austria).
URL: https://othes.univie.ac.at/43246
Weintraub, Jonathan (2017, May): Factors Influencing the Movement of Southeast Asian Fighters to ISIS: A
Comparison of Indonesia and Malaysia. (Master’s Thesis, Cornell University, Ithaca, United States). DOI:
https://doi.org/10.7298/X4DV1H1N
Zoetekouw, Liz (2017): Beheadings and Burnings: An Attractive Proposal? How Islamic State Interests the
Population of Nonviolent Societies with “Spectacular Violence”. (Master’s Thesis, Leiden University, Leiden, The
Netherlands). URL: http://hdl.handle.net/1887/52677

Journal Articles and Book Chapters
Aasgaard, Andrea (2017-2018, Winter): Scandinavia’s Daughters in the Syrian Civil War: What can we Learn
from their Family Members’ Lived Experiences? Journal for Deradicalization, 13, 243-275. URL: http://
journals.sfu.ca/jd/index.php/jd/article/view/130
Adelman, Rebecca A. (2018): One Apostate Run Over, Hundreds Repented: Excess, Unthinkability, and
Infographics from the War with I.S.I.S. Critical Studies in Media Communication, 35(1), 57-73. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.1080/15295036.2017.1393100
Aggarwal, Neil (2018): Representations of Mahmud of Ghazni in the Islamic State’s Texts. Contemporary
South Asia, 26(1), 86-96. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/09584935.2018.1430747
Ahmad Dar, Showkat (2016): Contemporary Discourses on the Possibility of an “Islamic State”: An Overview.
Contemporary Arab Affairs, 9(3), 421-427. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/17550912.2016.1204681
Ahram, Ariel I. (2017, Summer): Territory, Sovereignty, and New Statehood in the Middle East and North
Africa. The Middle East Journal, 71(3), 345-362. DOI: https://doi.org/10.3751/71.3.11
Aitkulova, Meerim (2017): Understanding the Threat of the Islamic State in Contemporary Kyrgyzstan. In:
James R. Lewis (Ed.): The Cambridge Companion to Religion and Terrorism. New York: Cambridge University
Press, 203-215. Book DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/9781316492536.015
Al Adwan, Awni; Brancalion Lind, Daniel (2017): How to Counter the Extremists on Social Media. In:
Alessandro Niglia; Amer Al Sabaileh; Amani (Amneh) Hammad (Eds.): Countering Terrorism, Preventing
Radicalization and Protecting Cultural Heritage: The Role of Human Factors and Technology. (NATO Science
for Peace and Security Series – E: Human and Societal Dynamics, Vol. 133). Amsterdam: IOS Press, 71-83.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.3233/978-1-61499-755-9-71
Alban, Patrick Ryan (2017, July): A Twist in the Quest for an AUMF against the Islamic State. Small Wars
Journal, 7/2017. URL: http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/a-twist-in-the-quest-for-an-aumf-against-theislamic-state
Al-Dayel, Nadia; Anfinson, Aaron (2018): “In the Words of the Enemy”: The Islamic State’s Reflexive

ISSN 2334-3745

147

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Projection of Statehood. Critical Studies on Terrorism, 11(1), 45-64. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/17539153.2
017.1338327
Alkaff, Syed Huzaifah Bin Othman; Mahzam, Remy (2018, January): IS Propaganda after the Fall of Mosul
and Raqqa. Counter Terrorist Trends and Analyses, 10(1), 59-61. URL: http://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/
uploads/2018/01/CTTA-Annual-Threat-2018.pdf
al-Marashi, Ibrahim (2017): Iraq and the Arab Spring: From Protests to the Rise of ISIS. In: Mark L. Haas;
David W. Lesch (Eds.): The Arab Spring: The Hope and Reality of the Uprisings. (2nd ed.). Boulder, Westview
Press, 147-164.
al-Tamimi, Aymenn Jawad (2017, Spring): Israel’s Relations with the Syrian Rebels: An Assessment. Middle
East Review of International Affairs, 21(1), 13-28. URL: http://www.rubincenter.org/2017/07/israels-relationswith-the-syrian-rebels-an-assessment
al-Tamimi, Aymenn Jawad (2017, Spring): Journeys to Mosul. Middle East Review of International Affairs,
21(1), 44-56. URL: http://www.rubincenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Jawad-YC-au-PDF.pdf
al-Tamimi, Aymenn (2017, September): The Islamic State and the Kurds: The Documentary Evidence. CTC
Sentinel, 10(8), 33-38. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2017/09/CTC-Sentinel_Vol10Iss8-9.pdf
al-Tamimi, Aymenn Jawad (2017, September 22): ISIS’ Female Suicide Bombers Are no Myth: How the
Group Thinks about Women in Combat. Foreign Affairs. URL: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/
syria/2017-09-22/isis-female-suicide-bombers-are-no-myth
Andersen, Lars Erslev (2017): Fighting Islamic State: Learning from History: Security beyond the State.
In: R. A. Boserup et al. (Eds.): New Conflict Dynamics: Between Regional Autonomy and Intervention in the
Middle East and North Africa. [e-Book]. Copenhagen; Beirut: Danish Institute for International Studies
(DIIS); American University of Beirut. URL: http://pure.diis.dk/ws/files/830699/2017_DIIS_New_Conflict_
Dynamics_in_the_Middle_East_and_North_Africa_web.pdf
Arsenault, Elizabeth Grimm (2017): US Detention Policy towards ISIS: Between a Rock and a Hard Place.
Survival, 59(4), 109-134. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/00396338.2017.1349799
Artrip, Ryan E.; Debrix, François (2018): The Viral Mediation of Terror: ISIS, Image, Implosion. Critical
Studies in Media Communication, 35(1), 74-88. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/15295036.2017.1393099
Atran, Scott (2016, June): The Devoted Actor: Unconditional Commitment and Intractable Conflict across
Cultures. Current Anthropology, 57(Suppl. 13), S192-S203. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1086/685495
Baczko, Adam; Dorronsoro, Gilles; Quesnay, Arthur (2017): The Caliphate. In: Civil War in Syria:
Mobilization and Competing Social Orders. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 199-222. Book DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108355322
Badar , Mohamed; Nagata, Masaki (2017): Modern Extremist Groups and the Division of the World:
A Critique from an Islamic Perspective. Arab Law Quarterly, 31(4), 305-335. DOI: https://doi.
org/10.1163/15730255-12314024 URL: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2971767
Bakker, Edwin; de Bont, Roel (2018): Belgian and Dutch Jihadist Foreign Fighters (2012-2015):
Characteristics, Motivations, and Roles in the War in Syria and Iraq. In: Paul B. Rich; Richard Burchill (Eds.):
Jihadist Insurgent Movements. Abingdon: Routledge, 109-129.
Barr, Nathaniel (2017, December): Diverging Trajectories in Bangladesh: Islamic State vs al-Qaeda. Terrorism
Monitor, 15(23), 8-11. URL: https://jamestown.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Terrorism-MoniterDecember-9-2017.pdf
Basileo, Deborah (2017): From “Foreign Fighters” to “Foreign Terrorist Fighters”: The Evolution of Terrorism.
Sicurezza, Terrorismo e Società, 5, 131-161. URL: http://www.sicurezzaterrorismosocieta.it/wp-content/

ISSN 2334-3745

148

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

uploads/2017/05/SicTerSoc5_2017_06_Basileo-From%20foreign%20fighters%20to%20foreign%20terrorist.
pdf
Basra, Rajan; Neumann, Peter R. (2017, October): Crime as Jihad: Developments in the Crime-Terror
Nexus in Europe. CTC Sentinel, 10(9), 1-6. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2017/10/CTC-Sentinel_
Vol10Iss9-21.pdf
BBC Monitoring (2017, November 23): Analysis: Islamic State Media Output Goes into Sharp Decline. URL:
https://monitoring.bbc.co.uk/product/c1dnnj2k
BBC News (2017, November 28): Islamic State and the Crisis in Iraq and Syria in Maps. URL: http://www.bbc.
com/news/world-middle-east-27838034
Beccaro, Andrea (2017, May): ISIS in Mosul and Sirte: Differences and Similarities. Mediterranean Politics.
Advance Online Publication. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/13629395.2017.1330649
Bin Hassan, Ahmad Saiful Rijal (2017, November): De-Legitimising Al-Baghdadi’s “Caliphate”. Counter
Terrorist Trends and Analyses, 9(11), 1-6. URL: http://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/CTTANovember-2017.pdf
bin Mohammad Aslam, Mohd Mizan (2017, April): Threat of Daesh in Universities: Malaysia’s
Experience. Counter Terrorist Trends and Analyses, 9(4), 13-17. URL: http://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/
uploads/2017/04/CTTA-April-2017.pdf
Blanford, Nicholas (2017, September): The Lebanese Armed Forces and Hezbollah’s Competing
Summer Offensives against Sunni Militants. CTC Sentinel, 10(8), 27-32. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/
uploads/2017/09/CTC-Sentinel_Vol10Iss8-10.pdf
Blannin, Patrick (2017, May): Islamic State’s Financing: Sources, Methods and Utilisation. Counter Terrorist
Trends and Analyses, 9(5), 13-22. URL: http://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/CTTAMay-2017.pdf
Blannin, Patrick (2018, January): Meet the Neighbours: ISIS on Israel’s Doorstep. Small Wars Journal, 1/2018.
URL: http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/meet-neighbours-isis-israels-doorstep
Blatt, Charlotte F. (2017, Spring): Operational Success, Strategic Failure: Assessing the 2007 Iraq Troop
Surge. Parameters, 47(1), 43-55. URL: http://ssi.armywarcollege.edu/pubs/Parameters/issues/Spring_2017/7_
Blatt_2007IraqTroopSurge.pdf
Bloom, Mia (2017): Constructing Expertise: Terrorist Recruitment and “Talent Spotting” in the PIRA,
Al Qaeda, and ISIS. Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 40(7), 603-623. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/105761
0X.2016.1237219
Blythe, Wilson C., Jr. (2017, September-October): III Corps during the Surge: A Study in Operational Art.
Military Review, 9-10/2017, 78-85. URL: http://www.armyupress.army.mil/Journals/Military-Review/EnglishEdition-Archives/September-October-2017/Blythe-III-Corps-during-the-Surge
Böckler, Nils; Hoffmann, Jens; Reid, Meloy J. (2017, September): “Jihad against the Enemies of Allah”: The
Berlin Christmas Market Attack from a Threat Assessment Perspective. Violence and Gender, 4(3), 73-80.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1089/vio.2017.0040
Bonino, Stefano (2018, February): Violent and Non-Violent Political Islam in a Global Context. Political
Studies Review, 16(1), 46-59. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1177/1478929916675123
Borárosová, Ingrid; Walter, Aaron T.; Filipec, Ondřej (2017): The Islamic State (Daesh). In: Global Jihad: Case
Studies in Terrorist Organizations. [e-Book]. Gdańsk: Research Institute for European Policy (ibpe), 89-106.
URL: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/320591252_Global_Jihad_Case_Studies_in_Terrorist_
Organizations

ISSN 2334-3745

149

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Brands, Hal; Feaver, Peter (2017, June-July): Was the Rise of ISIS Inevitable? Survival, 59(3), 7-54. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1080/00396338.2017.1325595
Bregantini, Luca (2017): Graffiti Warfare of the Islamic State in the Western Urban Places. Sicurezza,
Terrorismo e Società, 6/2017, 21-38. URL: http://www.sicurezzaterrorismosocieta.it/wp-content/
uploads/2017/12/SicTerSoc6_2017-Luca-Bregantini-Graffiti-warfare-of-the-Islamic-State-in-the-Westernurban-places.pdf
Brett, Daniel (2017): Evolution and Rise of Contemporary Jihadism: From the Muslim Brotherhood to IS. In:
Paulo Casaca; Siegfried O. Wolf (Eds.): Terrorism Revisited: Islamism, Political Violence and State-Sponsorship.
(Contemporary South Asian Studies). Cham: Springer, 83-108. Book DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3319-55690-1
Bruns, Axel; Hanusch, Folker (2017, November): Conflict Imagery in a Connective Environment:
Audiovisual Content on Twitter Following the 2015/2016 Terror Attacks in Paris and Brussels. Media, Culture
& Society, 39(8), 1122-1141. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1177/0163443717725574
Buril, Fernanda (2017, October): Changing God’s Expectations and Women’s Consequent Behaviors –
How ISIS Manipulates “Divine Commandments” to Influence Women’s Role in Jihad. Journal of Terrorism
Research, 8(3), 1-10. URL: https://jtr.st-andrews.ac.uk/articles/10.15664/jtr.1363
Burris, Bradford (2017, June): Countering ISIL’s Digital Caliphate: An Alternative Model. Small Wars Journal,
6/2017. URL: http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/countering-isil%E2%80%99s-digital-caliphate-analternative-model-0
Byers, Andrew; Mooney, Tara (2017, May 5): Winning the Cyberwar against ISIS: Why the West Should
Rethink its Strategy. Foreign Affairs. URL: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/middle-east/2017-05-05/
winning-cyberwar-against-isis
Byers, Andrew; Mooney, Tara (2017, July): Marketing to Extremists: Waging War in Cyberspace. Small
Wars Journal, 7/2017. URL: http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/marketing-to-extremists-waging-war-incyberspace
Byers, Andrew; Mooney, Tara (2017, September): ISIS after the Caliphate. Small Wars Journal, 9/2017. URL:
http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/isis-after-the-caliphate
Byman, Daniel L.; Pollack, Kenneth M. (2008, July): Iraq’s Long-Term Impact on Jihadist Terrorism.
The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, 618(1), 55-68. DOI: https://doi.
org/10.1177/0002716208317244
Calchi-Novati, Gabriella (2017): The Biopolitics of ISIS’ Iconoclastic Propaganda. In: Victor Emeljanow (Ed.):
War and Theatrical Innovation. (Palgrave Studies in Theatre and Performance History). London: Palgrave
Macmillan, 101-118. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1057/978-1-137-60225-1_6
Cantey, Seth (2017): Strategies for Undermining the Digital and Physical Caliphates. In: Maurizio Martellini;
Jason Rao (Eds.): The Risk of Skilled Scientist Radicalization and Emerging Biological Warfare Threats. (NATO
Science for Peace and Security Series – E: Human and Societal Dynamics, Vol. 138). Amsterdam: IOS Press,
19-29. DOI: https://doi.org/10.3233/978-1-61499-802-0-19
Carlino, Ludovico (2017, December): The IS Economy: Will Losing Territory Cripple Islamic State? Terrorism
Monitor, 15(23), 3-5. URL: https://jamestown.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Terrorism-MoniterDecember-9-2017.pdf
Çelik, Minhac (2017): An Efficient Response to ISIS in Cyberspace: Public-Private Partnership. In: Maura
Conway et al. (Eds.): Terrorists’ Use of the Internet: Assessment and Response. (NATO Science for Peace and
Security Series – E: Human and Societal Dynamics, Vol. 136). Amsterdam: IOS Press, 249-256. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.3233/978-1-61499-765-8-249

ISSN 2334-3745

150

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Chapman, Geoffrey (2017, December): Islamic State and Al-Nusra: Exploring Determinants of Chemical
Weapons Usage Patterns. Perspectives on Terrorism, 11(6), 112-122. URL: http://www.terrorismanalysts.com/
pt/index.php/pot/article/view/660
Chouliaraki, Lilie; Kissas, Angelos (2018): The Communication of Horrorism: A Typology of ISIS Online
Death Videos. Critical Studies in Media Communication, 35(1), 24-39. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/15295036
.2017.1393096
Clapperton, Matthew; Jones, David Martin; Smith, M. L. R. (2017, September): Iconoclasm and Strategic
Thought: Islamic State and Cultural Heritage in Iraq and Syria. International Affairs, 93(5), 1205-1231. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1093/ia/iix168
Clarke, Colin P. (2017, Summer-Fall): After the Fall of the Caliphate: The Islamic State and the Deviant
Diaspora. SAIS Review of International Affairs, 37(2), 49-56. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1353/sais.2017.0026
Clarke, Richard A.; Eddy, R. P. (2017): The Arabist: The Rise of ISIS. In: Warnings: Finding Cassandras to Stop
Catastrophes. New York: Harper Collins, 57-74.
Clifford, Bennett (2018): Georgian Foreign Fighter Deaths in Syria and Iraq: What Can they Tell us about
Foreign Fighter Mobilization and Recruitment? Caucasus Survey, 6(1), 62-80. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/2
3761199.2017.1399701
Cooper, Noah B. (2018, January): Foreign Fighter Returnees in Southeast Asia: Multiple Challenges, Limited
Options. Small Wars Journal, 1/2018. URL: http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/foreign-fighter-returneessoutheast-asia-multiple-challenges-limited-options
Cragin, R. Kim (2017, May): The Global ISIS Threat in Historical Context. Pathways to Peace and Security,
1/52, 77-90. DOI: https://doi.org/10.20542/2307-1494-2017-1-77-90
Cragin, R. Kim (2017, August): The Challenge of Foreign Fighter Returnees. Journal of Contemporary
Criminal Justice, 33(3), 292-312. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1177/1043986217697872
Cragin, R. Kim; Padilla, Phillip (2017): Old Becomes New Again: Kidnappings by Daesh and other SalafiJihadists in the Twenty-First Century. Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 40(8), 665-683. DOI: https://doi.org/10
.1080/1057610X.2016.1237217
Crimando, Steven (2017, Fall): Hell on Wheels: Vehicular Ramming Attacks as the Tactic of Choice. The
Journal of Counterterrorism & Homeland Security International, 23(3), 24-32. URL: https://issuu.com/
fusteros/docs/iacsp_magazine_v23n3_issuu
Csef, Herbert (2017, September): Deutsche Dschihad-Bräute und IS-Kriegerinnen. Die Kriminalpolizei,
September 2017. URL: https://www.kriminalpolizei.de/ausgaben/2017/september/detailansicht-september/
artikel/deutsche-dschihad-braeute-und-is-kriegerinnen.html
Cutler, Leonard (2017): ISIL and Counterterrorism Policy. In: President Obama’s Counterterrorism Strategy
in the War on Terror: An Assessment. New York: Palgrave Pivot, 81-125. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1057/978-1137-56769-7_5
Dawson, Martin (2017, August): How Donald Trump Used Lazy Voters to Win the Election and why the
Military should Adopt the Same Strategy to Fight ISIS: A Mostly True Story. Small Wars Journal, 8/2017.
URL: http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/how-donald-trump-used-lazy-voters-to-win-the-election-andwhy-the-military-should-adopt-the
Day, Joel; Kleinman, Scott (2017): Combating the Cult of ISIS: A Social Approach to Countering Violent
Extremism. The Review of Faith & International Affairs, 15(3), 14-23. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/15570274.
2017.1354458
de Bont, Roel et al. (2017, September): Life at ISIS: The Roles of Western Men, Women and Children. Security

ISSN 2334-3745

151

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

and Global Affairs, Special Issue: Jihadists in Syria and Iraq: Recalibrating Concepts, Threat Radar, and
Reintegration Policies, 3-17. URL: https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/binaries/content/assets/governance-andglobal-affairs/isga/isga-journal_special_issue-4.pdf
de Roy van Zuijdewijn, Jeanine (2015): Peace, Terrorism, Armed Conflict and War Crimes. Security and
Human Rights, 26(2-4), 207-223. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1163/18750230-02602011
Diboll, Mike (2018): Multiple Ontologies of Extremism: ISISes in Education, a Case Study. In: Farid Panjwani
et al. (Eds.): Education and Extremisms: Rethinking Liberal Pedagogies in the Contemporary World. Abingdon:
Routledge, 160-174.
Dobbins, James; Jones, Seth G. (2017, June-July): The End of a Caliphate. Survival, 59(3), 55-72. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.1080/00396338.2017.1325596
Drevon, Jerome (2017, December): The Jihadi Social Movement (JSM): Between Factional Hegemonic Drive,
National Realities, and Transnational Ambitions. Perspectives on Terrorism, 11(6), 55-62. URL: http://www.
terrorismanalysts.com/pt/index.php/pot/article/view/656
Droogan, Julian; Peattie, Shane (2017): Mapping the Thematic Landscape of Dabiq Magazine. Australian
Journal of International Affairs, 71(6), 591-620. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/10357718.2017.1303443
Dukhan, Haian; Al-Kheder, Moutaz (2017): A Thematic Analysis of Vocal Hymns (Nasheeds) by the SoCalled Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS). Journal for Intelligence, Propaganda and Security Studies, 11(1),
143-152.
Dukić, Simeon (2017): Islamic State’s Weapons of Mass Destruction Capability: An Open Source Intelligence
Approach. In: Maurizio Martellini; Jason Rao (Eds.): The Risk of Skilled Scientist Radicalization and Emerging
Biological Warfare Threats. (NATO Science for Peace and Security Series – E: Human and Societal Dynamics,
Vol. 138). Amsterdam: IOS Press, 30-41. DOI: https://doi.org/10.3233/978-1-61499-802-0-30
DuPée, Matthew (2018, January): Red on Red: Analyzing Afghanistan’s Intra-Insurgent Violence. CTC
Sentinel, 11(1), 26-31. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2018/01/CTC-Sentinel_Vol11Iss1-1.pdf
Elder, Katherine A. (2018): Propaganda for Kids: Comparing IS-Produced Propaganda to Depictions of
Propaganda in The Hunger Games and Harry Potter Film Series. International Journal of Communication, 12,
909-927. URL: http://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/view/6228
Ellermann, Jan (2016, December): Terror won’t Kill the Privacy Star – Tackling Terrorism Propaganda Online
in a Data Protection Compliant Manner. ERA Forum, 17(4), 555-582. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s12027016-0446-z
Englund, Scott; Stohl, Michael (2017): The World versus Daesh: Constructing a Contemporary Terrorist
Threat. In: Michael Stohl; Richard Burchill; Scott Englund (Eds.): Constructions of Terrorism: An
Interdisciplinary Approach to Research and Policy. Oakland: University of California Press, 208-222.
Euben, Roxanne L. (2017, December): Spectacles of Sovereignty in Digital Time: ISIS Executions, Visual
Rhetoric and Sovereign Power. Perspectives on Politics, 15(4), 1007-1033. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/
S1537592717002134
Felbab-Brown, Vanda; Trinkunas, Harold; Hamid, Shadi (2018): The Islamic State and the Problem of
Governance. In: Militants, Criminals, and Warlords: The Challenge of Local Governance in an Age of Disorder.
(Geopolitics in the 21st Century). Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press, 57-76.
Ferguson, Michael P. (2017, September-October): The Mission Command of Islamic State: Deconstructing
the Myth of Lone Wolves in the Deep Fight. Military Review, 9-10/2017, 68-77. URL: http://www.armyupress.
army.mil/Portals/7/military-review/Archives/English/FERGUSON_Mission_Command_Islamic_State.pdf
Ferrara, Emilio (2017, December): Contagion Dynamics of Extremist Propaganda in Social Networks.

ISSN 2334-3745

152

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Information Sciences, 418-419, 1-12. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ins.2017.07.030 URL: https://ssrn.com/
abstract=2982259
Finn, Melissa; Momani, Bessma (2017): Building Foundations for the Comparative Study of State and NonState Terrorism. Critical Studies on Terrorism, 10(3), 379-403. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/17539153.2017.12
87753
Flood, Derek Henry (2017, October): The Hawija Offensive: A Liberation Exposes Faultlines. CTC Sentinel,
10(9), 24-28. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2017/10/CTC-Sentinel_Vol10Iss9-21.pdf
Franco, Joseph (2017, August): Assessing the Feasibility of a “Wilayah Mindanao”. Perspectives on Terrorism,
11(4), 29-38. URL: http://www.terrorismanalysts.com/pt/index.php/pot/article/view/620
Franquet Dos Santos Silva, Miguel; Beriain Bañares, Ana; Setó Pinto, Carles (2017): Islamic State in the
Spanish Daily Press: Framing Analysis of “El Periódico” and “El País”. Trípodos, 40, 179-193. URL: http://
www.tripodos.com/index.php/Facultat_Comunicacio_Blanquerna/article/view/413
Frantzman, Seth J. (2017, Fall-Winter): “By, With, And Through”: How the U.S.-Led Coalition Defeated the
Islamic State in Iraq Using Tactics without Coherent Strategy for Confronting Iranian Influence. Middle East
Review of International Affairs, 21(3), 1-13. URL: http://www.rubincenter.org/2017/12/by-with-and-throughhow-the-u-s-led-coalition-defeated-the-islamic-state-in-iraq-using-tactics-without-coherent-strategy-forconfronting-iranian-influence
Friis, Simone Molin (2017, June): “Behead, Burn, Crucify, Crush”: Theorizing the Islamic State’s Public
Displays of Violence. European Journal of International Relations. Advance Online Publication. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.1177/1354066117714416
Frissen, Thomas et al. (2018, May): Capitalizing on the Koran to Fuel Online Violent Radicalization: A
Taxonomy of Koranic References in ISIS’s Dabiq. Telematics and Informatics, 35(2), 491-503. DOI: https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.tele.2018.01.008
Gelvin, James L. (2018): The Rise and Decline of ISIS. In: The New Middle East: What Everyone Needs to
Know®. New York: Oxford University Press, 83-111.
Gilkes, Sarah (2017, December): “Then Kill the Pagans Wherever You Find Them”: The Emerging Trend of
Islamic State Networks Targeting Christians in Egypt. Georgetown Security Studies Review, 6(1), 136-157.
URL: http://georgetownsecuritystudiesreview.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/GSSR-6.1-December-2017.
pdf
Gunaratna, Rohan (2017, May): The Islamic State’s Northward Expansion in the Philippines. Counter
Terrorist Trends and Analyses, 9(5), 1-4. URL: http://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/CTTAMay-2017.pdf
Gunaratna, Rohan (2017, July): The Siege of Marawi: A Game Changer in Terrorism in Asia. Counter
Terrorist Trends and Analyses, 9(7). URL: http://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/CTTAJuly-2017.pdf
Gunaratna, Rohan (2017, October): Ending the Fight in Marawi. Counter Terrorist Trends and Analyses,
9(10), 1-5. URL: http://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/CTTA-October-2017.pdf
Hafez, Mohammed (2017, November): The Curse of Cain: Why Fratricidal Jihadis Fail to Learn from their
Mistakes. CTC Sentinel, 10(10), 1-7. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2017/11/CTC-Sentinel_
Vol10Iss10-18.pdf
Hald Bjørgum, Maren (2016, October): Jihadi Brides: Why do Western Muslim Girls Join ISIS? Global Politics
Review, 2(2), 91-102. URL: http://www.globalpoliticsreview.com/jihadi-brides-why-do-western-muslimgirls-join-isis

ISSN 2334-3745

153

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Hamblet, Mina (2017, Fall): The Islamic State’s Virtual Caliphate. Middle East Quarterly, 24(4). URL: http://
www.meforum.org/meq/pdfs/6894.pdf
Hamid, Shadi (2016): ISIS: After the State Fails. In: Islamic Exceptionalism: How the Struggle Over Islam Is
Reshaping the World. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 200-237.
Hamming, Tore Refslund (2017, December): Jihadi Competition and Political Preferences. Perspectives on
Terrorism, 11(6), 63-88. URL: http://www.terrorismanalysts.com/pt/index.php/pot/article/view/657
Harmon, Christopher C.; Bowdish, Randall G. (2018): Social Media: The Islamic State’s Multimedia
Blitzkrieg. In: The Terrorist Argument: Modern Advocacy and Propaganda. Washington, DC: The Brookings
Institution Press, 205-240.
Hartmann, Christina (2017-2018, Winter): Who does (not) Belong to the Jihadis’ umma? A Comparison of
IS’s and al Qaida’s Use of takfīr to Exclude People from the Muslim Community. Journal for Deradicalization,
13, 213-242. URL: http://journals.sfu.ca/jd/index.php/jd/article/view/129
Hassan, Hassan (2017, June-July): The Battle for Raqqa and the Challenges after Liberation. CTC Sentinel,
10(6), 1-10. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2017/07/CTC-Sentinel_Vol10Iss6-4.pdf
Hassan, Hassan (2017, December): Insurgents again: The Islamic State’s Calculated Reversion to Attrition
in the Syria-Iraq Border Region and beyond. CTC Sentinel, 10(11), 1-8. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/
uploads/2017/12/CTC-Sentinel_Vol10Iss11-18.pdf
Hassan, Muhammad Haniff (2017, April): The Danger of Takfir (Excommunication): Exposing IS’ Takfiri
Ideology. Counter Terrorist Trends and Analyses, 9(4), 3-12. URL: http://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/
uploads/2017/04/CTTA-April-2017.pdf
Hazelton, Jacqueline L. (2017, Autumn): Insurgent Defectors in Counterinsurgencies. Parameters, 47(3), 2537. URL: http://ssi.armywarcollege.edu/pubs/Parameters/issues/Autumn_2017/6_Hazelton.pdf
Hoffman, Yaakov (2018, February): Who Is Afraid of ISIS? ISIS Anxiety and its Correlates. Stress & Health,
34(1), 84-92. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1002/smi.2764
Horgan, John G. et al. (2017): From Cubs to Lions: A Six Stage Model of Child Socialization into the Islamic
State. Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 40(7), 645-664. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/1057610X.2016.1221252
Horgan, John G. et al. (2017, May): A New Age of Terror? Older Fighters in the Caliphate. CTC Sentinel,
10(5), 13-19. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2017/05/CTC-Sentinel_Vol10Iss514.pdf
Horton, Michael (2017, June-July): Crossing the Canal: Why Egypt Faces a Creeping Insurgency. CTC
Sentinel, 10(6), 22-28. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2017/07/CTC-Sentinel_Vol10Iss6-1.pdf
Houck, Shannon C.; Repke, Meredith A.; Conway, Lucian Gideon, III (2017): Understanding what Makes
Terrorist Groups’ Propaganda Effective: An Integrative Complexity Analysis of ISIL and Al Qaeda. Journal of
Policing, Intelligence and Counter Terrorism, 12(2), 105-118. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/18335330.2017.135
1032
Hui, Jennifer Yang (2017, December): Crowdsourcing Terrorism: Utopia, Martyrdom and Citizenship
Reimagined. Journal of Asian Security and International Affairs, 4(3), 337-352. DOI: https://doi.
org/10.1177/2347797017731955
Hutchins, Reid (2017, November): Islam and Suicide Terrorism: Separating Fact from Fiction. Counter
Terrorist Trends and Analyses, 9(11), 7-11. URL: http://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/CTTANovember-2017.pdf
Ingram, Haroro J. (2016): An Analysis of Islamic State’s Dabiq Magazine. Australian Journal of Political
Science, 51(3), 458-477. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/10361146.2016.1174188 URL: http://www.

ISSN 2334-3745

154

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

internationalaffairs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/An-analysis-of-Islamic-State-s-Dabiq-magazine.pdf
Ingram, Haroro J. (2017): Learning from ISIS’s Virtual Propaganda War for Western Muslims: A Comparison
of Inspire and Dabiq. In: Maura Conway et al. (Eds.): Terrorists’ Use of the Internet: Assessment and Response.
(NATO Science for Peace and Security Series – E: Human and Societal Dynamics, Vol. 136). Amsterdam:
IOS Press, 170-181. DOI: https://doi.org/10.3233/978-1-61499-765-8-170 URL: https://icct.nl/publication/
learning-from-isiss-virtual-propaganda-war-for-western-muslims-a-comparison-of-inspire-and-dabiq
Ingram, Philip (2017, November): Without Territory what will the So-Called Islamic State
Become? The Journal of Terrorism & Cyber Insurance, 1(4), 16-17. URL: http://docs.wixstatic.com/
ugd/7cfaab_0c1b12f6700d42f0a431eb58210f9c2d.pdf
Jacobsen, Jeppe Teglskov; Ringsmose, Jens (2017): Cyber-Bombing ISIS: Why Disclose what is Better Kept
Secret? Global Affairs, 3(2), 125-137. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/23340460.2017.1337471
Jacoby, Tim (2017): Culturalism and the Rise of the Islamic State: Faith, Sectarianism and Violence. Third
World Quarterly, 38(7), 1655-1673. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2017.1282818
Jaeger, Larissa (2017): Islamic State in Libya. In: Caroline Varin; Dauda Abubakar (Eds.): Violent Non-State
Actors in Africa: Terrorists, Rebels and Warlords. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan / Springer Nature, 75-105. Book
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-51352-2
Jeffrey, James et al. (2017, Fall): Post-ISIS Iraq and Syria: Avoiding Chaos. Middle East Policy, 24(3), 5-33.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/mepo.12284
Johansson, Anna (2018): ISIS-chan – The Meanings of the Manga Girl in Image Warfare against the Islamic
State. Critical Studies on Terrorism, 11(1), 1-25. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/17539153.2017.1348889
Jonsson, Benjamin R. (2017, Summer): Understanding Syria through the Islamic State’s Eyes. The Army War
College Review, 3(2), 13-23. URL: http://ssi.armywarcollege.edu/pubs/AWCreview/Issues/AWC_3-2.pdf
Juergensmeyer, Mark (2018, February): Thinking Sociologically about Religion and Violence: The Case of
ISIS. Sociology of Religion, 79(1), 20-34. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1093/socrel/srx055
Kamolnick, Paul (2017): How Muslim Defenders Became “Blood Spilling” Crusaders: Adam Gadahn’s
Critique of the “Jihadist” Subversion of Al Qaeda’s Media Warfare Strategy. Terrorism and Political Violence,
29(3), 444-463. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/09546553.2015.1043996
Khalil, Mohammad Hassan (2018): “We Will Take Revenge”: A Word on ISIS. In: Mohammad Hassan Khalil
(Ed.) Jihad, Radicalism, and the New Atheism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 78-94. Book DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108377263
Kim, Jung-jae et al. (2017): An Empirical Study on Collective Online Behaviors of Extremist Supporters. In:
Gao Cong et al. (Eds.): Advanced Data Mining and Applications: 13th International Conference, ADMA 2017,
Singapore, November 5–6, 2017, Proceedings. (Lecture Notes in Artificial Intelligence, Vol. 10604). Cham:
Springer, 445-459. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-69179-4_31
Knights, Michael (2017, August): Predicting the Shape of Iraq’s Next Sunni Insurgencies. CTC Sentinel, 10(7),
13-22. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2017/08/CTC-Sentinel_Vol10Iss7-8.pdf
Knights, Michael; Mello, Alexander (2017, April): Defeat by Annihilation: Mobility and Attrition in the
Islamic State’s Defense of Mosul. CTC Sentinel, 10(4), 1-7. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2017/05/
CTC-Sentinel_Vol10Iss43.pdf
Kofman, Michael (2017, May): A Tale of Two Campaigns: U.S. and Russian Military Operations in Syria.
Pathways to Peace and Security, 1/52, 163-170. URL: https://www.imemo.ru/files/File/magazines/puty_
miru/2017/01/11Kofman.pdf

ISSN 2334-3745

155

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Koshkin, Andrey Petrovich (2017): The Role of Social Capital in the Perception of Images of the Islamic
State. Journal of Aggression, Conflict and Peace Research, 10(1), 46-60. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1108/
JACPR-01-2017-0270
Kraidy, Marwan M. (2018): Fun against Fear in the Caliphate: Islamic State’s Spectacle and CounterSpectacle. Critical Studies in Media Communication, 35(1), 40-56. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/15295036.201
7.1394583
Kuznar, Lawrence A. (2017): The Stability of the Islamic State (IS) Narrative: Implications for the Future.
Dynamics of Asymmetric Conflict: Pathways toward terrorism and genocide, 10(1), 40-53. DOI: https://doi.org/
10.1080/17467586.2017.1347694
Kvakhadze, Aleksandre (2018, January): A One-Armed IS Warlord and the Problem of Militant Returnees in
Georgia. Terrorism Monitor, 16(1), 7-9. URL: https://jamestown.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/TerrorismMonitor-January-15-2018.pdf
Lahoud, Nelly (2017): The Prospects of Jihadism Amidst a Withering Caliphate. In: Maurizio Martellini;
Jason Rao (Eds.): The Risk of Skilled Scientist Radicalization and Emerging Biological Warfare Threats. (NATO
Science for Peace and Security Series – E: Human and Societal Dynamics, Vol. 138). Amsterdam: IOS Press,
59-63. DOI: https://doi.org/10.3233/978-1-61499-802-0-59
Lahoud, Nelly (2017, December-2018, January): How will the Islamic State Endure? [Commentary]. Survival,
59(6), 55-57. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/00396338.2017.1400285
Lahoud, Nelly; Pieslak, Jonathan (2018): Music of the Islamic State. Survival, 60(1), 153-168. DOI: https://doi.
org/10.1080/00396338.2018.1427372
Lakomy, Miron (2017, June): Cracks in the Online “Caliphate”: How the Islamic State is Losing Ground in the
Battle for Cyberspace. Perspectives on Terrorism, 11(3), 40-53. URL: http://www.terrorismanalysts.com/pt/
index.php/pot/article/view/607
La Palm, Marita (2017, Fall): Re-Purposing the Push-Pull Model to Describe Signature Patterns of Terrorist
Disengagement by Group: A Validation Study. Journal for Deradicalization, 12, 85-118. URL: http://journals.
sfu.ca/jd/index.php/jd/article/view/112
Leander, Anna (2017, August): Digital/Commercial (In)visibility: The Politics of DAESH Recruitment
Videos. European Journal of Social Theory, 20(3), 348-372. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1177/1368431016668365
Leezenberg, Michiel (2017): Religion among the Kurds: Between Naqshbandi Sufism and IS Salafism. In:
Gareth Stansfield; Mohammed Shareef (Eds.): The Kurdish Question Revisited. London: Hurst, 33-46.
Lequesne, Christian (2016): French Foreign and Security Challenges after the Paris Terrorist Attacks.
Contemporary Security Policy, 37(2), 306-318. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/13523260.2016.1193976
Loken, Meredith; Zelenz, Anna (2018, February): Explaining Extremism: Western Women in Daesh.
European Journal of International Security, 3(1), 45-68. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/eis.2017.13
Lorenzo-Dus, Nuria; Walker, Luke; Kinzel, Anina (2017): The Role of Discourse Analysis in Terrorism
Studies: Comparing Inspire and Dabiq. In: Maura Conway et al. (Eds.): Terrorists’ Use of the Internet:
Assessment and Response. (NATO Science for Peace and Security Series – E: Human and Societal Dynamics,
Vol. 136). Amsterdam: IOS Press, 158-169. DOI: https://doi.org/10.3233/978-1-61499-765-8-158
Lounnas, Djallil (2017, Winter): The Impact of ISIS on Algeria’s Security Doctrine. Middle East Policy, 24(4),
117-135. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/mepo.12311
Mabon, Simon (2017): Nationalist Jāhiliyyah and the Flag of the Two Crusaders, or: ISIS, Sovereignty, and
the “Owl of Minerva”. Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 40(11), 966-985. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/105761
0X.2016.1258863

ISSN 2334-3745

156

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Macdonald, Stuart (2017): Radicalisers as Regulators: An Examination of Dabiq Magazine. In: Maura
Conway et al. (Eds.): Terrorists’ Use of the Internet: Assessment and Response. (NATO Science for Peace and
Security Series – E: Human and Societal Dynamics, Vol. 136). Amsterdam: IOS Press, 146-157. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.3233/978-1-61499-765-8-146
Machnikowski, Ryszard; Legieć, Arkadiusz (2017, October): The Favored Conflicts of Foreign Fighters from
Central Europe. Terrorism Monitor, 15(19), 6-9. URL: https://jamestown.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/
TM_October-12-2017.pdf
Macnair, Logan; Frank, Richard (2017, August): “To my Brothers in the West . . .”: A Thematic Analysis of
Videos Produced by the Islamic State’s al-Hayat Media Center. Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice,
33(3), 234-253. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1177/1043986217699313
Magdy, Sarah (2016): A Safe Space for Terrorists. British Journalism Review, 27(4), 23-28. DOI: https://doi.
org/10.1177/0956474816681736
Magee, Aden (2018, January): Lessons to Be Learned: The Employment of Suicide Vehicle Borne Improvised
Explosive Devices in the Islamic State’s Defense of Mosul. Small Wars Journal, 1/2018. URL: http://
smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/lessons-be-learned-employment-suicide-vehicle-borne-improvised-explosivedevises-islamic
Maher, Shiraz; Bissoondath, Alexandra (2017, September): Al-Qadā’ wa-l-Qadr: Motivational
Representations of Divine Decree and Predestination in Salafi-Jihadi Literature. British Journal of Middle
Eastern Studies. Advance Online Publication. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/13530194.2017.1361317
Marone, Francesco (2017): Examining the Narratives of Radical Islamists and other Extremely Violent
Groups: The Case of the “Islamic State”. In: Maurizio Martellini; Jason Rao (Eds.): The Risk of Skilled Scientist
Radicalization and Emerging Biological Warfare Threats. (NATO Science for Peace and Security Series – E:
Human and Societal Dynamics, Vol. 138). Amsterdam: IOS Press, 64-73. DOI: https://doi.org/10.3233/978-161499-802-0-64
Marone, Francesco (2017): Ties that Bind: Dynamics of Group Radicalisation in Italy’s Jihadists Headed for
Syria and Iraq. The International Spectator, 52(3), 48-63. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/03932729.2017.132280
0
Marteu, Elisabeth (2018): Israel and the Jihadi Threat. Survival, 60(1), 85-106. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/0
0396338.2018.1427366
McAvoy, Dave (2017, Fall-Winter): The Islamic State’s Military Strategy. Middle East Review of International
Affairs, 21(3). URL: http://www.rubincenter.org/2017/12/the-islamic-states-military-strategy
McBurney, Niamh (2017, April): “Wilayat Haramayn”: Confronting Islamic State in Saudi Arabia. Terrorism
Monitor, 15(7), 7-10. URL: https://jamestown.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/TM_April-7-2017.pdf
McCabe, Thomas R. (2017, Fall): Are Returning Jihadists a Major Threat? Middle East Quarterly, 24(4). URL:
http://www.meforum.org/6895/are-returning-jihadists-a-major-threat
McCabe, Thomas R. (2017, August): The Islamic State after the Caliphate – Can IS Go Underground?
Perspectives on Terrorism, 11(4), 95-101. URL: http://www.terrorismanalysts.com/pt/index.php/pot/article/
view/626
McCabe, Thomas R. (2017, September): An ISIS-Al Qaeda Merger? Small Wars Journal, 9/2017. URL: http://
smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/an-isis-al-qaeda-merger
McCabe, Thomas R. (2017, September): The Fires Next Time: The ISIS Terrorist Threat in the West. Small
Wars Journal, 9/2017. URL: http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/the-fires-next-time-the-isis-terrorist-threatin-the-west

ISSN 2334-3745

157

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

McCue, Colleen et al. (2017, September): The Islamic State Long Game: A Tripartite Analysis of
Youth Radicalization and Indoctrination. CTC Sentinel, 10(8), 21-26. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/
uploads/2017/09/CTC-Sentinel_Vol10Iss8-11.pdf
Mihaylov, Dimitar (2017): The Lingering Ideology of Daesh: Views from the Salafi-Jihadi Inferno. Israel
Journal of Foreign Affairs, 11(2), 179-190. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/23739770.2017.1372552
Mironova, Vera; Alhamad, Karam (2017, July 14): The Names of Jihad: A Guide to ISIS’ Noms de Guerre.
Foreign Affairs. URL: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/syria/2017-07-14/names-jihad
Mironova, Vera (Interviewee); Borer, Doug (Interviewer) (2017, Spring): The CTAP Interview. CTX,
7(1), 51-56. URL: https://globalecco.org/documents/327413/0/ctx-vol-7-no-1/89e75f5b-0813-4296-a16f154a12a7ebbe
Mironova, Vera; Hussein, Mohammed (2017, Spring): ISIS Prisons: Where Labor Demand Meets Labor
Supply. CTX, 7(1), 5-10. URL: https://globalecco.org/documents/327413/0/ctx-vol-7-no-1/89e75f5b-08134296-a16f-154a12a7ebbe
Mironova, Vera; Sergatskova, Ekaterina; Alhamad, Karam (2017, October 27): The Lives of Foreign Fighters
who Left ISIS: Why they Escaped and where they Are now. Foreign Affairs. URL: https://www.foreignaffairs.
com/articles/2017-10-27/lives-foreign-fighters-who-left-isis
Mironova, Vera; Sergatskova, Ekaterina; Alhamad, Karam (2017, December 8): The Bloody Split within ISIS.
Foreign Affairs. URL: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/syria/2017-12-08/bloody-split-within-isis
Mishali-Ram, Meirav (2018): Foreign Fighters and Transnational Jihad in Syria. Studies in Conflict &
Terrorism, 41(3), 169-190. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/1057610X.2017.1283198
Moir, Nathaniel L. (2017): ISIL Radicalization, Recruitment, and Social Media Operations in Indonesia,
Malaysia, and the Philippines. PRISM, 7(1), 90-107. URL: http://cco.ndu.edu/Portals/96/Documents/prism/
prism_7-1/PRISM%20V7%20N1%20-web.pdf
Monaci, Sara (2017): Explaining the Islamic State’s Online Media Strategy: A Transmedia Approach.
International Journal of Communication, 11, 2842-2860. URL: http://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/view/6975
Mooney, Michael J. (2018, January): Clausewitz Takes Down the Caliphate: The Center of Gravity in the
Destruction of the State of the Islamic State. Small Wars Journal, 1/2018. URL: http://smallwarsjournal.com/
jrnl/art/clausewitz-takes-down-caliphate-center-gravity-destruction-state-islamic-state
Mueller, John (2017, October): The Cybercoaching of Terrorists: Cause for Alarm? CTC Sentinel, 10(9), 2935. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2017/10/CTC-Sentinel_Vol10Iss9-21.pdf
Nagle, Jonathan (2017, Spring): Fundamentalism: The Branch Davidians and the Islamic State. CTX,
7(1), 34-38. URL: https://globalecco.org/documents/327413/0/ctx-vol-7-no-1/89e75f5b-0813-4296-a16f154a12a7ebbe
Neiberg, Michael S. (2017): “No More Elsewhere”: France Faces the New Wave of Terrorism. The Washington
Quarterly, 40(1), 21-38. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/0163660X.2017.1302736
Nicolson, Darya (2017): The Foreign Fighter Factor: How Terror Groups Exert Influence in the North
Caucasus. per Concordiam, 8(3), 24-29. URL: http://perconcordiam.com/perCon_V8N3_ENG.pdf
Niglia, Alessandro; Torretta, Letizia (2017): Preventing Terroristic Attacks against Cultural Heritage as Part
of a Critical Infrastructure Protection Strategy. In: Alessandro Niglia; Amer Al Sabaileh; Amani (Amneh)
Hammad (Eds.): Countering Terrorism, Preventing Radicalization and Protecting Cultural Heritage: The Role
of Human Factors and Technology. (NATO Science for Peace and Security Series – E: Human and Societal
Dynamics, Vol. 133). Amsterdam: IOS Press, 1-16. DOI: https://doi.org/10.3233/978-1-61499-755-9-1

ISSN 2334-3745

158

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

O’Driscoll, Dylan; van Zoonen, Dave (2017, Fall): The Future of Iraq: Is Reintegration Possible? Middle East
Policy, 24(3), 34-47. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/mepo.12285
Ogilvie, Jaimie (2017, April): Returning Foreign Fighters in the Caribbean: Issues and Approaches. Small
Wars Journal, 4/2017. URL: http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/returning-foreign-fighters-in-thecaribbean-issues-and-approaches
Ohl, Jonas (2017, Fall): “Sein oder Nichtsein”: Zur Konstruktion muslimischer Identität im IS-Journal
Rumiyah. Journal for Deradicalization, 12, 269-308. URL: http://journals.sfu.ca/jd/index.php/jd/article/
view/118
Ohlers, C. Alexander (2017, May): What to Expect in Iraq after the Liberation of Mosul. Terrorism Monitor,
15(9), 6-7. URL: https://jamestown.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/TM_May-5-2017.pdf
O’Loughlin, Ben (2018): Deflating the Iconoclash: Shifting the Focus from Islamic State’s Iconoclasm to its
Realpolitik. Critical Studies in Media Communication, 35(1), 89-102. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/15295036.
2017.1393098
Oosterveld, Willem Theo; Bloem, Willem (2017, February): The Rise and Fall of ISIS: From Evitability to
Inevitability. In: Stephan De Spiegeleire et al.: Volatility and Friction in the Age of Disintermediation. (HCSS
StratMon 2016-2017 Annual Report). The Hague: The Hague Centre for Strategic Studies, 155-172. URL:
http://hcss.nl/report/volatility-and-friction-age-disintermediation
Ozkan, Mehmet (2017): Latino Muslims and Radical Extremism: Why there Is no Daesh (ISIS) Threat in
Latin America. Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs, 37(3), 284-293. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/13602004.20
17.1384673
Paasche, Till F.; Gunter, Michael M. (2016, Winter): Revisiting Western Strategies against the Islamic State in
Iraq and Syria. The Middle East Journal, 70(1), 9-29. DOI: https://doi.org/10.3751/70.1.11
Pantucci, Raffaello (2017, August): Britain on Alert: The Attacks in London and Manchester and the Evolving
Threat. CTC Sentinel, 10(7), 1-8. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2017/08/CTC-Sentinel_Vol10Iss7-6.
pdf
Patruss, Kanar (2016): “The Face of Evil”: The Discourse on ISIS and the Visual Complexities in the ISIS
Beheading Videos. Politik, 19(4), 67-88. URL: https://tidsskrift.dk/politik/article/view/27636
Pearson, Elizabeth; Winterbotham, Emily (2017, June-July): Women, Gender and Daesh Radicalisation:
A Milieu Approach. The RUSI Journal, 162(3), 60-72. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/03071847.2017.13532
51 URL: https://f.hypotheses.org/wp-content/blogs.dir/2725/files/2017/08/Women-Gender-and-DaeshRadicalisation.pdf
Phillips, Vaughan (2017): The Islamic State’s Strategy: Bureaucratizing the Apocalypse through Strategic
Communications. Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 40(9), 731-757. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/105761
0X.2016.1236571
Pilch, Allan; Plaw, Avery (2018, January): Can Airstrikes Alone Tackle Islamic State in Libya? Terrorism
Monitor, 16(2), 6-8. URL: https://jamestown.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Terrorism-MonitorJanuary-26-2018.pdf
Plebani, Andrea (2017): The Shifting Jihadist Galaxy. In: Maurizio Martellini; Jason Rao (Eds.): The Risk
of Skilled Scientist Radicalization and Emerging Biological Warfare Threats. (NATO Science for Peace and
Security Series – E: Human and Societal Dynamics, Vol. 138). Amsterdam: IOS Press, 74-81. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.3233/978-1-61499-802-0-74
Pokalova, Elena (2017): The North Caucasus: From Mass Mobilization to International Terrorism. Small
Wars & Insurgencies, 28(3), 609-628. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/09592318.2017.1307615

ISSN 2334-3745

159

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Pollard, Stacey Erin; Poplack, David Alexander; Casey, Kevin Carroll (2017): Understanding the Islamic
State’s Competitive Advantages: Remaking State and Nationhood in the Middle East and North Africa.
Terrorism and Political Violence, 29(6), 1045-1065. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/09546553.2015.1108310
Powers, Paul R. (2017): Territory Is not Map: Deterritorialisation, mere Religion, and Islamic State. Journal of
Religion and Violence, 5(2), 151-184. DOI: https://doi.org/10.5840/jrv20178341
Qaddour, Kinana (2017, October 13): Inside ISIS’ Dysfunctional Schools: The Failure of the Group’s
Educational System. Foreign Affairs. URL: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/syria/2017-10-13/insideisis-dysfunctional-schools
Rabi, Uzi; Friedman, Brandon (2017): Weaponizing Sectarianism in Iraq and Syria. Orbis, 61(3), 423-438.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.orbis.2017.04.003
Ramakrishna, Kumar (2017, March): The Growth of ISIS Extremism in Southeast Asia: Its Ideological and
Cognitive Features—and Possible Policy Responses. New England Journal of Public Policy, 29(1), Article 6.
URL: http://scholarworks.umb.edu/nejpp/vol29/iss1/6
Reed, Alastair (2017): Counter-Terrorism Strategic Communications: Back to the Future – Lessons from Past
and Present. In: Maura Conway et al. (Eds.): Terrorists’ Use of the Internet: Assessment and Response. (NATO
Science for Peace and Security Series – E: Human and Societal Dynamics, Vol. 136). Amsterdam: IOS Press,
269-278. DOI: https://doi.org/10.3233/978-1-61499-765-8-269 URL: https://icct.nl/publication/counterterrorism-strategic-communications-back-to-the-future-lessons-from-past-and-present
Reinares, Fernando; García-Calvo, Carola (2018, January): “Spaniards, You Are Going to Suffer:” The Inside
Story of the August 2017 Attacks in Barcelona and Cambrils. CTC Sentinel, 11(1), 1-11. URL: https://ctc.
usma.edu/app/uploads/2018/01/CTC-Sentinel_Vol11Iss1-1.pdf
Reinares, Fernando; García-Calvo, Carola; Vicente, Álvaro (2017, June-July): Differential Association
Explaining Jihadi Radicalization in Spain: A Quantitative Study. CTC Sentinel, 10(6), 29-34. URL: https://ctc.
usma.edu/app/uploads/2017/07/CTC-Sentinel_Vol10Iss6-2.pdf
Revkin, Mara (2017): The Non-Economic Logic of Rebel Taxation: Evidence from an Islamic State-Controlled
District. In: Janine A. Clark et al.: Islam in a Changing Middle East: Local Politics and Islamist Movements.
(POMEPS / University of Gothenburg, Program on Governance and Local Development Working Paper
No. 13). Gothenburg: University of Gothenburg, Program on Governance and Local Development, 110-118.
URL: http://gld.gu.se/media/1297/islam-in-a-changing-middle-east.pdf
Reynders, Didier (2016): The Fight against Daesh: A Challenge for Europe and the Middle East. Israel Journal
of Foreign Affairs, 10(2), 279-282. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/23739770.2016.1208411
Rich, Paul B. (2018): How Revolutionary Are Jihadist Insurgencies? The Case of ISIL. In: Paul B. Rich;
Richard Burchill (Eds.): Jihadist Insurgent Movements. Abingdon: Routledge, 49-71.
Richards, Imogen (2017): “Good and Evil” Narratives in Islamic State Media and Western Government
Statements. Critical Studies on Terrorism, 10(3), 404-428. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/17539153.2017.13114
95
Rocca, Noemi M. (2017, November): Mobilization and Radicalization through Persuasion: Manipulative
Techniques in ISIS’ Propaganda. International Relations and Diplomacy, 5(11), 660-670. DOI: https://doi.
org/10.17265/2328-2134/2017.11.003
Roul, Animesh (2017, June): Does Islamic State Pose a Threat to India? Terrorism Monitor, 15(13), 3-5. URL:
https://jamestown.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Terrorism-Monitor-June-30-2017.pdf
Roul, Animesh (2018, January): Islamic State Gains Ground in Afghanistan as its Caliphate Crumbles
Elsewhere. Terrorism Monitor, 16(2), 3-5. URL: https://jamestown.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/

ISSN 2334-3745

160

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Terrorism-Monitor-January-26-2018.pdf
Russo, Joseph (2017): The Power of Pop Culture in the Hands of ISIS. In: Martin J. Alperen (Ed.): Foundations
of Homeland Security: Law and Policy. (2nd ed.). (Wiley Series on Homeland Defense and Security).
Hoboken: John Wiley & Sons, 459-468.
Ryder, Nicholas (2018): Out with the Old and … In with the Old? A Critical Review of the Financial War on
Terrorism on the Islamic State of Iraq and Levant. Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 41(2), 79-95. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.1080/1057610X.2016.1249780
Saal, Johannes (2017, December): The Islamic State’s Libyan External Operations Hub: The Picture so far.
CTC Sentinel, 10(11), 19-23. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2017/12/CTC-Sentinel_Vol10Iss11-18.
pdf
Sabaileh, Amer; Abu Dalhoum, Mohammed (2017): Jordan Faces New Waves and Challenges of Terrorism:
Enough Theorizing, Time for Action. In: Alessandro Niglia; Amer Al Sabaileh; Amani (Amneh) Hammad
(Eds.): Countering Terrorism, Preventing Radicalization and Protecting Cultural Heritage: The Role of Human
Factors and Technology. (NATO Science for Peace and Security Series – E: Human and Societal Dynamics,
Vol. 133). Amsterdam: IOS Press, 34-39. DOI: https://doi.org/10.3233/978-1-61499-755-9-34
Saideman, Stephen M. (2016): The Ambivalent Coalition: Doing the Least One Can Do against the Islamic
State. Contemporary Security Policy, 37(2), 289-305. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/13523260.2016.1183414
Saiful Alam Shah Bin Sudiman, Muhammad (2017, Fall): Countering ISIS Call for Hijra (Emigration): A
Review through the Lens of Maqāṣid Ash-Sharīʿah. Journal for Deradicalization, 12, 60-84. URL: http://
journals.sfu.ca/jd/index.php/jd/article/view/110
Schulze, Kirsten E.; Liow, Joseph Chinyong (2018, February): Making Jihadis, Waging Jihad: Transnational
and Local Dimensions of the ISIS Phenomenon in Indonesia and Malaysia. Asian Security. Advance Online
Publication. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/14799855.2018.1424710
Semati, Mehdi; Szpunar, Piotr M. (Guest Editors) (2018): ISIS beyond the Spectacle: Communication Media,
Networked Publics, Terrorism. [Special Issue]. Critical Studies in Media Communication, 35(1). URL: http://
www.tandfonline.com/toc/rcsm20/35/1
Semati, Mehdi; Szpunar, Piotr M. (2018): ISIS beyond the Spectacle: Communication Media, Networked
Publics, Terrorism. [Introduction]. Critical Studies in Media Communication, 35(1), 1-7. DOI: https://doi.org/
10.1080/15295036.2018.1414751
Shehabat, Ahmad; Mitew, Teodor (2018, February): Black-Boxing the Black Flag: Anonymous Sharing
Platforms and ISIS Content Distribution Tactics. Perspectives on Terrorism, 12(1), 81-99. URL: http://www.
terrorismanalysts.com/pt/index.php/pot/article/view/680
Shehabat, Ahmad; Mitew, Teodor; Alzoubi, Yahya (2017): Encrypted Jihad: Investigating the Role of
Telegram App in Lone Wolf Attacks in the West. Journal of Strategic Security, 10(3), 27-53. DOI: https://doi.
org/10.5038/1944-0472.10.3.1604
Shultz, Richard H., Jr. (2017): U.S. Counterterrorism Operations during the Iraq War: A Case Study of
Task Force 714. Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 40(10), 809-837. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/105761
0X.2016.1239990
Siegel, Alexandra A.; Tucker, Joshua A. (2017, October): The Islamic State’s Information Warfare: Measuring
the Success of ISIS’s Online Strategy. Journal of Language and Politics. Advance Online Publication. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1075/jlp.17005.sie URL: http://alexandra-siegel.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/JLP_
ISIS_Jan2017.pdf
Sienkiewicz, Matt (2018): Arguing with ISIS: Web 2.0, Open Source Journalism, and Narrative Disruption.

ISSN 2334-3745

161

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Critical Studies in Media Communication, 35(1), 122-135. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/15295036.2017.13930
95
Silverman, Tanya (2017): U.K. Foreign Fighters to Syria and Iraq: The Need for a Real Community
Engagement Approach. Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 40(12), 1091-1107. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/105
7610X.2016.1253991
Singh, Jasminder; Bin Jani, Muhammad Haziq (2017, October): The Significance of Megat Shahdan as a
Singaporean IS Foreign Fighter. Counter Terrorist Trends and Analyses, 9(10), 6-7. URL: http://www.rsis.edu.
sg/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/CTTA-October-2017.pdf
Siyech, Mohammed Sinan (2017, May): The Islamic State in India: Exploring its Footprints. Counter
Terrorist Trends and Analyses, 9(5), 23-27. URL: http://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/CTTAMay-2017.pdf
Soliev, Nodirbek (2017, April): The Terrorist Threat in Turkey: A Dangerous New Phase. Counter Terrorist
Trends and Analyses, 9(4), 24-29. URL: http://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/CTTAApril-2017.pdf
Sonmez, Goktug (2017, April): A Scorecard for Turkey’s Operation Euphrates Shield. Terrorism Monitor,
15(7), 3-5. URL: https://jamestown.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/TM_April-7-2017.pdf
Speckhard, Anne; Shajkovci, Ardian; Yayla, Ahmet S. (2018, January): Defected from ISIS or Simply
Returned, and for How Long? – Challenges for the West in Dealing with Returning Foreign Fighters.
Homeland Security Affairs, 14, Article 1. URL: https://www.hsaj.org/articles/14263
Staniland, Paul (2017, Fall): Whither ISIS? Insights from Insurgent Responses to Decline. The Washington
Quarterly, 40(3), 29-43. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/0163660X.2017.1370328 URL: https://twq.elliott.gwu.
edu/sites/twq.elliott.gwu.edu/files/downloads/40-3_Staniland.pdf
Stöhs, Jeremy (2017): Built to Fail: The Iraqi Army from Invasion to the Rise of the Islamic State. Journal for
Intelligence, Propaganda and Security Studies (JIPSS), 11(2), 145-156.
Strack, Columb (2017, October): The Evolution of the Islamic State’s Chemical Weapons Efforts. CTC
Sentinel, 10(9), 19-23. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2017/10/CTC-Sentinel_Vol10Iss9-21.pdf
Swain, Ashok; Jägerskog, Anders (2016): The Rise and Fall of the Arab Spring and the Rise of the ISIS. In:
Emerging Security Threats in the Middle East: The Impact of Climate Change and Globalization. Lanham:
Rowman & Littlefield, 16-26.
Tabatabai, Ariane; Esfandiary, Dina (2017): Cooperating with Iran to Combat ISIS in Iraq. The Washington
Quarterly, 40(3), 129-146. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/0163660X.2017.1370338
Tallis, Joshua; Bauer, Ryan; Frey, Lauren (2017, October): ISIL’s Battlefield Tactics and the Implications
for Homeland Security and Preparedness. Journal of Terrorism Research, 8(3), 24-42. DOI: https://doi.
org/10.15664/jtr.1391
Tan, Sabine et al. (2018, March): A Multimodal Mixed Methods Approach for Examining Recontextualisation
Patterns of Violent Extremist Images in Online Media. Discourse, Context & Media, 21, 18-35. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.dcm.2017.11.004
Thompson, Gareth (2017, December): Extremes of Engagement: The Post-Classical Public Relations of the
Islamic State. Public Relations Review, 43(5), 915-924. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pubrev.2017.03.014
Tierney, Michael (2017): Well Funded and Dangerous: Assessing the Islamic State’s Financing Operations.
Journal of Money Laundering Control, 20(2), 159-171. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1108/JMLC-07-2016-0026
Tomass, Mark (2017): The Ideological Origins of ISIS: Fighting Terror with Common Sense. In: Charles

ISSN 2334-3745

162

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Webel; Mark Tomass (Eds.): Assessing the War on Terror: Western and Middle Eastern Perspectives.
(Contemporary Terrorism Studies). Abingdon: Routledge, 108-136.
Tønnessen, Truls Hallberg (2017, December): Islamic State and Technology – A Literature Review.
Perspectives on Terrorism, 11(6), 101-111. URL: http://www.terrorismanalysts.com/pt/index.php/pot/article/
view/659
Valasik, Matthew; Phillips, Matthew (2017): Understanding Modern Terror and Insurgency through the Lens
of Street Gangs: ISIS as a Case Study. Journal of Criminological Research, Policy and Practice, 3(3), 192-207.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1108/JCRPP-07-2016-0014
van der Heide, Liesbeth; Geenen, Jip (2017, September): Children of the Caliphate: Young IS Returnees
and the Reintegration Challenge. Security and Global Affairs, Special Issue: Jihadists in Syria and Iraq:
Recalibrating Concepts, Threat Radar, and Reintegration Policies, 42-59. URL: https://www.universiteitleiden.
nl/binaries/content/assets/governance-and-global-affairs/isga/isga-journal_special_issue-4.pdf
van Miert, Hans (2017, September): The Right Target in Sight? Returnees and the Current Jihadist Threat.
Security and Global Affairs, Special Issue: Jihadists in Syria and Iraq: Recalibrating Concepts, Threat
Radar, and Reintegration Policies, 30-41. URL: https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/binaries/content/assets/
governance-and-global-affairs/isga/isga-journal_special_issue-4.pdf
van San, Marion (2018): Belgian and Dutch Young Men and Women who Joined ISIS: Ethnographic Research
among the Families they Left Behind. Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 41(1), 39-58. DOI: https://doi.org/10.10
80/1057610X.2016.1266824
Vergani, Matteo; Bliuc, Ana-Maria (2018, January): The Language of New Terrorism: Differences in
Psychological Dimensions of Communication in Dabiq and Inspire. Journal of Language and Social
Psychology. Advance Online Publication. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1177/0261927X17751011
Wagemakers, Joas (2018): Jihadi-Salafism in Jordan and the Syrian Conflict: Divisions Overcome Unity.
Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 41(3), 191-212. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/1057610X.2017.1283197
Walter, Barbara F. (2017, Fall): The Extremist’s Advantage in Civil Wars. International Security, 42(2), 7-39.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1162/ISEC_a_00292 URL: https://www.belfercenter.org/sites/default/files/files/
publication/ISEC_a_00292-Walter_proof3.pdf
Warner, Jason; Weiss, Caleb (2017, November): A Legitimate Challenger? Assessing the Rivalry between
al-Shabaab and the Islamic State in Somalia. CTC Sentinel, 10(10), 27-32. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/
uploads/2017/11/CTC-Sentinel_Vol10Iss10-18.pdf
Watanabe, Lisa (2017, Summer): Islamic State in North Africa: Still there, Struggling to Expand. Middle East
Policy, 24(2), 137-147. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/mepo.12274
Wehrey, Frederic (2018, February 10): When the Islamic State Came to Libya: Since the Fall of Qaddafi,
the War-Torn Country’s Militias Have Sought to Contain Extremism. But at what Cost? The Atlantic. URL:
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/02/isis-libya-hiftar-al-qaeda-syria/552419
Whitehead, Brandon (2017, April): After ISIL: The Conflict Following the War. Small Wars Journal, 4/2017.
URL: http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/after-isil-the-conflict-following-the-war
Whiteside, Craig (2017, June): A Pedigree of Terror: The Myth of the Ba’athist Influence in the Islamic State
Movement. Perspectives on Terrorism, 11(3), 2-18. URL: http://www.terrorismanalysts.com/pt/index.php/pot/
article/view/605
Whiteside, Craig (2018): The Islamic State and the Return of Revolutionary Warfare. In: Paul B. Rich; Richard
Burchill (Eds.): Jihadist Insurgent Movements. Abingdon: Routledge, 15-48.
Whiteside, Craig; Mironova, Vera (2017, November-December): Adaptation and Innovation with an Urban

ISSN 2334-3745

163

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Twist: Changes to Suicide Tactics in the Battle for Mosul. Military Review, 11-12/2017, 78-85. URL: http://
www.armyupress.army.mil/Portals/7/military-review/Archives/English/Adaptation-and-Innovation-with-anurban-twist.pdf
Wignell, Peter; Tan, Sabine; O’Halloran, Kay L. (2017): Under the Shade of AK47s: A Multimodal Approach
to Violent Extremist Recruitment Strategies for Foreign Fighters. Critical Studies on Terrorism, 10(3), 429452. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/17539153.2017.1319319
Williams, Brian Glyn; Souza, Robert Troy (2017, October): The Fall of a Jihadist Bastion: A History of the
Battle of Mosul (October 2016 – July 2017). Terrorism Monitor, 15(19), 10-14. URL: https://jamestown.org/
wp-content/uploads/2017/10/TM_October-12-2017.pdf
Wilson, Andrew Fergus (2017): The Bitter End: Apocalypse and Conspiracy in White Nationalist Responses
to the Islamic State Attacks in Paris. Patterns of Prejudice, 51(5), 412-431. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/00313
22X.2017.1398963
Wilson, Lydia (2017, March): Understanding the Appeal of ISIS. New England Journal of Public Policy, 29(1),
Article 5. URL: http://scholarworks.umb.edu/nejpp/vol29/iss1/5
Winter, Charlie (2018): Apocalypse, Later: A Longitudinal Study of the Islamic State Brand. Critical Studies in
Media Communication, 35(1), 103-121. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/15295036.2017.1393094
Winter, Charlie; Margolin, Devorah (2017, August): The Mujahidat Dilemma: Female Combatants and the
Islamic State. CTC Sentinel, 10(7), 23-28. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2017/08/CTC-Sentinel_
Vol10Iss7-9.pdf
Woo, Gordon (2016, October): ISIS Attacks in Paris and San Bernardino: Terrorism Insurance as Insurance
against the Failure of Counter-Terrorism. The Journal of Terrorism & Cyber Insurance, 1(1), 92-112. URL:
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/7cfaab_b9d2ee6ec28f4308ba24e001a23a53fe.pdf
Woo, Gordon (2017, November): Counterfactual Analysis of the 2017 Barcelona Terrorist
Attack. The Journal of Terrorism & Cyber Insurance, 1(4), 18-25. URL: http://docs.wixstatic.com/
ugd/7cfaab_0c1b12f6700d42f0a431eb58210f9c2d.pdf
Yayla, Ahmet S. (2017): ISIS in Turkey. per Concordiam, 8(2), 50-55. URL: http://perconcordiam.com/
perCon_V8N2_ENG.pdf
Zambelis, Chris (2017, June-July): Terror in Tehran: The Islamic State Goes to War with the Islamic Republic.
CTC Sentinel, 10(6), 16-21. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2017/07/CTC-Sentinel_Vol10Iss6.pdf
Zammit, Andrew (2017, July): Understanding Australia’s Brighton Siege Terror Attack. Terrorism Monitor,
15(14), 3-5. URL: https://jamestown.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Terrorism-Monitor-July-14-2017.pdf
Zammit, Andrew (2017, October): New Developments in the Islamic State’s External Operations: The 2017
Sydney Plane Plot. CTC Sentinel, 10(9), 13-18. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2017/10/CTCSentinel_Vol10Iss9-21.pdf
Zeidel, Ronen (2017, August): The Dawa’ish: A Collective Profile of IS Commanders. Perspectives on
Terrorism, 11(4), 16-28. URL: http://www.terrorismanalysts.com/pt/index.php/pot/article/view/619
Zelizer, Barbie (2018): Cold War Redux and the News: Islamic State and the US through each other’s Eyes.
Critical Studies in Media Communication, 35(1), 8-23. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/15295036.2017.1393097
Zenn, Jacob (2017, December): Demystifying al-Qaida in Nigeria: Cases from Boko Haram’s Founding,
Launch of Jihad and Suicide Bombings. Perspectives on Terrorism, 11(6), 174-190. URL: http://www.
terrorismanalysts.com/pt/index.php/pot/article/view/666
Zenn, Jacob; Pieri, Zacharias (2017, Summer): How much Takfir Is too much Takfir? The Evolution of Boko

ISSN 2334-3745

164

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Haram’s Factionalization. Journal for Deradicalization, 11, 281-308. URL: http://journals.sfu.ca/jd/index.php/
jd/article/view/107

Grey Literature
Al-Alaq, Ali Mohsen (2017, October): Iraq’s Role in Countering the Islamic State’s Finances. [Video]. (The
Washington Institute for Near East Policy, Counterterrorism Lecture). URL: http://www.washingtoninstitute.
org/policy-analysis/view/iraqs-role-in-countering-the-islamic-states-finances
Alexander, Audrey (2016, November): Cruel Intentions: Female Jihadists in America. (GW Program on
Extremism Report). URL: https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/extremism.gwu.edu/files/downloads/Female%20
Jihadists%20in%20America.pdf
Alexander, Audrey (2017, October): Digital Decay? Tracing Change over Time among English-Language
Islamic State Sympathizers on Twitter. (GW Program on Extremism Report). URL: https://extremism.gwu.
edu/sites/extremism.gwu.edu/files/DigitalDecayFinal_0.pdf
Alkhouri, Laith (2017, March): Al-Qaida & ISIS in North Africa: A Brief Examination of the Jihadi Terrorist
Landscape. Testimony presented before the House Committee on Homeland Security Hearing “Terrorism in
North Africa: An Examination of the Threat”, March 29, 2017. URL: http://docs.house.gov/meetings/HM/
HM05/20170329/105759/HHRG-115-HM05-Wstate-AlkhouriL-20170329.pdf
Almohammad, Asaad; Speckhard, Anne (2017, May): ISIS Drones: Evolution, Leadership, Bases, Operations
and Logistics. (ICSVE Research Reports). URL: http://www.icsve.org/research-reports/isis-drones-evolutionleadership-bases-operations-and-logistics
Almohammad, Asaad; Speckhard, Anne; Yayla, Ahmet S. (2017, August): The ISIS Prison System: Its
Structure, Departmental Affiliations, Processes, Conditions, and Practices of Psychological and Physical Torture.
(ICSVE Research Reports). URL: http://www.icsve.org/research-reports/the-isis-prison-system-its-structuredepartmental-affiliations-processes-conditions-and-practices-of-psychological-and-physical-torture
Amnesty International (2014, September): Ethnic Cleansing on a Historic Scale: Islamic State’s Systematic
Targeting of Minorities in Northern Iraq. (Report MDE 14/011/2014). URL: https://www.amnesty.org/en/
documents/MDE14/011/2014/en
Amnesty International (2017, July): At any Cost: The Civilian Catastrophe in West Mosul, Iraq. (Report MDE
14/6610/2017). URL: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde14/6610/2017/en/
Amnesty International (2017, November): “The Battle of Marawi”: Death and Destruction in the Philippines.
(Report ASA 35/7427/2017). URL: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa35/7427/2017/en
Ashraf, Sarah (2017, October): ISIS Khorasan: Presence and Potential in the Afghanistan-Pakistan Region.
(CRT Report). URL: http://henryjacksonsociety.org/2017/10/18/37861
Barrett, Richard (2017, October): Beyond the Caliphate: Foreign Fighters and the Threat of Returnees. (TSC
Report). URL: http://thesoufancenter.org/research/beyond-caliphate
Bassiri Tabrizi, Aniseh et al. (2017, March): Challenges to Stabilisation in Iraq after the Mosul Operation.
(RUSI Conference Report). URL: https://rusi.org/publication/conference-reports/challenges-stabilisationiraq-after-mosul-operation
Bassiri Tabrizi, Aniseh et al. (2017, June): New Emerging Trends to an Age-Old Challenge: Stable Governance
in Northern Iraq. (RUSI Conference Report). URL: https://rusi.org/publication/conference-reports/newemerging-trends-age-old-challenge-stable-governance-northern-iraq
Bergen, Peter et al. (2017, September): Jihadist Terrorism 16 Years after 9/11: A Threat Assessment. (New

ISSN 2334-3745

165

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

America Policy Paper). URL: https://www.newamerica.org/international-security/policy-papers/jihadistterrorism-16-years-after-911-threat-assessment
Berger, J. M. (2016, September): Nazis vs. ISIS on Twitter: A Comparative Study of White Nationalist and ISIS
Online Social Media Networks. (GW Program on Extremism Occasional Paper). URL: https://extremism.gwu.
edu/sites/extremism.gwu.edu/files/downloads/Nazis%20v.%20ISIS.pdf
Berger, J. M. (2017, June): Deconstruction of Identity Concepts in Islamic State Propaganda: A Linkage-Based
Approach to Counter-Terrorism Strategic Communications. (Conference Paper; Europol, ECTC Advisory
Group). URL: https://www.europol.europa.eu/publications-documents/deconstruction-of-identity-conceptsin-islamic-state-propaganda
Berger, J. M. (2017, August): Countering Islamic State Messaging through “Linkage-Based” Analysis. (ICCT
Policy Brief). DOI: https://doi.org/10.19165/2017.2.02
Bigio, Jamille; Vogelstein, Rachel (2017, September): Countering Sexual Violence in Conflict. (CFR Discussion
Paper). URL: https://www.cfr.org/report/countering-sexual-violence-conflict
Bindner, Laurence; Gluck, Raphael (2017, September 1): Wilayat Internet: ISIS’ Resilience across the Internet
and Social Media. Bellingcat. URL: https://www.bellingcat.com/news/mena/2017/09/01/wilayat-internet-isisresilience-across-internet-social-media
Bodansky, Yossef (2017, July): After Baghdadi? (ISPSW Strategy Series: Focus on Defense and International
Security, Issue No. 497). URL: http://www.ispsw.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/497_Bodansky.pdf
Bodansky, Yossef (2017, September): Charting an Uncertain Course in the Caliphate. (ISPSW Strategy Series:
Focus on Defense and International Security, Issue No. 506). URL: http://www.ispsw.com/wp-content/
uploads/2017/09/506_Bodansky.pdf
Bodansky, Yossef (2017, October): Baghdadi’s Audio Message. (ISPSW Strategy Series: Focus on Defense
and International Security, Issue No. 514). URL: http://www.ispsw.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/514_
Bodansky-1.pdf
Bodo, Lorand; Speckhard, Anne (2017, July): Identifying Nefarious Telegram Users without the Help of
Telegram iself: Testing Solutions for Intelligence and Security Professionals in Fighting ISIS in the Encrypted
Social Media Space. (ICSVE Research Reports). URL: http://www.icsve.org/research-reports/identifyingnefarious-telegram-users-without-the-help-of-telegram-itself-testing-solutions-for-intelligence-and-securityprofessionals-in-fighting-isis-in-the-encrypted-social-media-space
Borschevskaya, Anna (2017, October): The Future of Chechens in ISIS. (HSI Report). URL: https://www.hatespeech.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Future-of-Chechens-in-ISIS-.pdf
Bunzel, Cole (2015, March): From Paper State to Caliphate: The Ideology of the Islamic State. (The Brookings
Project on U.S. Relations with the Islamic World, Analysis Paper No. 19). URL: https://www.brookings.edu/
research/from-paper-state-to-caliphate-the-ideology-of-the-islamic-state
Bunzel, Cole (2017, October 3): Caliphate in Disarray: Theological Turmoil in the Islamic State. Jihadica.
URL: http://www.jihadica.com/caliphate-in-disarray
Cafarella, Jennifer; Zhou, Jason (2017, September): ISIS’s Expanding Campaign in Europe. (ISW
Backgrounder). URL: http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/isiss-expanding-campaign-europe
Canna, Sarah (Ed.) (2017, October): Risks of Security Situation Outpacing Diplomacy in Syria & Iraq. (SMA
Reach-back Report). URL: http://nsiteam.com/risks-of-security-situation-outpacing-diplomacy-in-syria-iraq
Carbajal, Kelsea et al. (2017, October): Report on the Yazidi Genocide: Mapping Atrocity in Iraq and Syria.
(SAP Report). URL: http://syrianaccountabilityproject.syr.edu/wp-content/uploads/Report-on-the-YazidiGenocide-SAP-2.pdf

ISSN 2334-3745

166

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Carroll, Jacinta; Batt, Micah (2017, July): Manchester Arena Bombing, 22 May 2017. (ASPI CT Quick Look).
URL: https://www.aspi.org.au/report/ct-quick-look-manchester-arena-bombing-22-may-2017
Carter, Ash (2017, October): A Lasting Defeat: The Campaign to Destroy ISIS. (Belfer Center for Science
and International Affairs Report). URL: https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/lasting-defeat-campaigndestroy-isis
Carter Center, The (2017, January): The Children in Daesh: “Future Flag Bearers” of the “Caliphate”. (Report).
URL: https://www.cartercenter.org/resources/pdfs/peace/conflict_resolution/children-in-daesh.pdf
Carter Center, The (2017, May): The Women in Daesh: Deconstructing Complex Gender Dynamics in Daesh
Recruitment Propaganda. (Report). URL: https://www.cartercenter.org/resources/pdfs/peace/conflict_
resolution/countering-isis/women-in-daesh.pdf
Carter Center, The (2017, June): Daesh Meta-Narratives: From the Global Ummah to the Hyperlocal. (Report).
URL: https://www.cartercenter.org/resources/pdfs/peace/conflict_resolution/countering-isis/narrativesreport-final-02june2017.pdf
Carter Center, The (2017, November): Status Report on Yarmouk Camp. URL: https://www.cartercenter.org/
resources/pdfs/peace/conflict_resolution/syria-conflict/yarmouk-status-report-2017.11.14.pdf
Chapin, Ellen (2017): Beyond the Caliphate: Islamic State Activity Outside the Group’s Defined Wilayat:
Morocco. (CTC Country Report). URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2018/01/CTC-Morocco.pdf
Clarke, Colin P. (2017, July): The Terrorist Diaspora: After the Fall of the Caliphate. Testimony presented
before the House Homeland Security Committee Task Force on Denying Terrorists Entry into the United
States, July 13, 2017. (RAND Testimonies, CT-480). DOI: https://doi.org/10.7249/CT480
Clifford, Bennett (2017, November): Radicalization and the Uzbek Diaspora in the Wake of the NYC Attacks.
(GW Program on Extremism Occasional Papers). URL: https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/extremism.gwu.
edu/files/CliffordRadicalizationandUzbekDiaspora.pdf
Coolsaet, Rik (2017, October): Anticipating the Post-Daesh Landscape. (EGMONT Paper 97). URL: http://
www.egmontinstitute.be/anticipating-post-daesh-landscape
Copeland, Simon; Morrow, Elizabeth; Moore, Cerwyn (2017, May): After Islamic State: Understanding the
End of the Caliphate. (CREST After Islamic State Series, Workshop Report I). URL: https://crestresearch.
ac.uk/resources/after-islamic-state-report-1
Copeland, Simon; Morrow, Elizabeth; Moore, Cerwyn (2017, September): After Islamic State: Understanding
the End of the Caliphate. (CREST After Islamic State Series, Workshop Report II). URL: https://crestresearch.
ac.uk/resources/after-islamic-state-2
Copeland, Simon; Youngman, Mark; Moore, Cerwyn (2017, December): After Islamic State: Understanding
the End of the Caliphate. (CREST After Islamic State Series, Workshop Report III). URL: https://crestresearch.
ac.uk/resources/after-islamic-state-3
Copeland, Simon; Morrow, Elizabeth; Moore, Cerwyn (2017, December): After Islamic State: Understanding
the End of the Caliphate. (CREST After Islamic State Series, Workshop Report IV). URL: https://crestresearch.
ac.uk/resources/after-islamic-state-4
Cordesman, Anthony H. (2017, June): Global Trends in Terrorism through 2016, and the Relative Role of ISIS
and the Taliban. (CSIS Commentary). URL: https://www.csis.org/analysis/global-trends-terrorism-through2016-and-relative-role-isis-and-taliban
Cordesman, Anthony H. (2017, July): After ISIS: Creating Strategic Stability in Iraq. (CSIS Working Draft).
URL: https://www.csis.org/analysis/after-isis-creating-strategic-stability-iraq

ISSN 2334-3745

167

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Cordesman, Anthony H. (2017, July): The Real Lessons of Mosul (and Sixteen Years of War in Afghanistan,
Iraq, and Syria). (CSIS Commentary). URL: https://www.csis.org/analysis/real-lessons-mosul-and-sixteenyears-war-afghanistan-iraq-and-syria
Cordesman, Anthony H. (2017, August): Global Trends in Terrorism: 1970-2016. (CSIS Working Draft). URL:
https://www.csis.org/analysis/patterns-global-terrorism-1970-2016
Cordesman, Anthony H. (2018, January): Iraq after ISIS: The other Half of Victory: Dealing with the Civil
Dimension. (CSIS Working Draft). URL: https://www.csis.org/analysis/iraq-after-isis-other-half-victory
Crocker, Ryan et al. (2017, May): Report of the Task Force on the Future of Iraq: Achieving Long-Term Stability
to Ensure the Defeat of ISIS. (Report; Atlantic Council, Task Force on the Future of Iraq). URL: http://www.
atlanticcouncil.org/publications/reports/report-of-the-task-force-on-the-future-of-iraq
Dawson, Lorne L. (2017, September): The Failure of Prophecy and the Future of IS. (ICCT Policy Brief). DOI:
https://doi.org/10.19165/2017.2.03
de Kerchove, Gilles (2017, June): Preparing to Counter ISIS 2.0: European CT Efforts since Charlie Hebdo.
[Video]. (The Washington Institute for Near East Policy, Counterterrorism Lecture). URL: http://www.
washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/islamist-terrorism-in-the-west
Dury-Agri, Jessa Rose; Kassim, Omer; Martin, Patrick (2017, December): Iraqi Security Forces and Popular
Mobilization Forces: Orders of Battle. (ISW Report). URL: http://www.understandingwar.org/report/iraqisecurity-forces-and-popular-mobilization-forces-orders-battle-0
el-Said, Hamed; Barrett, Richard (2017, July): Enhancing the Understanding of the Foreign Terrorist Fighters
Phenomenon in Syria. (UNOCT Report). URL: http://www.un.org/en/counterterrorism/assets/img/Report_
Final_20170727.pdf
Fanusie, Yaya J.; Entz, Alex (2017, March): Islamic State: Financial Assessment. (Terror Finance Briefing
Book). (FDD Report). URL: http://www.defenddemocracy.org/content/uploads/documents/CSIF_TFBB_IS_
Finance.pdf
Fisher, Ali (2018, March 15): How Well Established is the Jihadist Movement on Telegram? Online Jihad.
URL: https://onlinejihad.net/2018/03/15/how-well-established-is-the-jihadist-movement-on-telegram
Frampton, Martyn; Fisher, Ali; Prucha, Nico (2017, September): The New Netwar: Countering Extremism
Online. (Policy Exchange Report). URL: https://policyexchange.org.uk/publication/the-new-netwarcountering-extremism-online
Franken, Michael T.; Zelin, Aaron Y. (2018, February): Foreign Fighters in Libya: Consequences for Africa and
Europe. [Video]. (The Washington Institute for Near East Policy, Counterterrorism Lecture). URL: http://
www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/foreign-fighters-in-libya-consequences-for-africa-andeurope
Fremd, Guillermo (2017, August): Justifying Violence: An Analysis of the Narrative of the Islamic State. Paper
delivered for the Ragonis Foundation Scholarship 2016-2017. URL: http://www.ict.org.il/Article/2065/
Justifying-Violence
General Intelligence and Security Service (AIVD): Jihadist Women, a Threat not to Be Underestimated. (AIVD
Publication). URL: https://english.aivd.nl/publications/publications/2017/12/14/publication-jihadist-womena-threat-not-to-be-underestimated
Grinnell, Daniel; Macdonald, Stuart; Mair, David (2017, May): The Response of, and on, Twitter to the Release
of Dabiq Issue 15. (Conference Paper; Europol, ECTC Advisory Group). URL: https://www.europol.europa.
eu/publications-documents/response-of-and-twitter-to-release-of-dabiq-issue-15
Haid, Haid (2017, June): Local Community Resistance to Extremist Groups in Syria: Lessons from Atarib.

ISSN 2334-3745

168

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

(Chatham House Middle East and North Africa Programme Research Paper). URL: https://www.
chathamhouse.org/publication/local-community-resistance-extremist-groups-syria-lessons-atarib
Haid, Haid (2017, September): Post-ISIS Governance in Jarablus: A Turkish-led Strategy. (Chatham House
Middle East and North Africa Programme Research Paper). URL: https://www.chathamhouse.org/
publication/post-isis-governance-jarablus-turkish-led-strategy
Hamming, Tore (2017, November 20): Abu al-Qassam: Zarqawi’s Right-Hand Man who Stayed Loyal to alQaida. Jihadica. URL: http://www.jihadica.com/abu-al-qassam-zarqawis-right-hand-man-who-stayed-loyalto-al-qaida
Hate Speech International (HSI) (2016, April): The Islamic State Propaganda Machine. (Report). URL: https://
www.hate-speech.org/the-is-propaganda-machine
Hayes Ellis, Devin (Ed.) (2017, June): Successful Campaign against ISIS. (SMA Reach-back Report). URL:
http://nsiteam.com/sma-reachback-successfully-concluded-campaign-against-isis
Helmus, Todd C.; Bodine-Baron, Elizabeth (2017): Empowering ISIS Opponents on Twitter. (RAND
Perspectives, PE-227-RC). DOI: https://doi.org/10.7249/PE227
Heras, Nicholas (2017, September): Gray Zones in the Middle East. (CNAS Report). URL: https://www.cnas.
org/publications/reports/gray-zones-in-the-middle-east
Heras, Nicholas A.; Barabandi, Bassam; Betare, Nidal (2017, October): Deir Azzour Tribal Mapping Project.
(CNAS Report). URL: https://www.cnas.org/publications/reports/deir-azzour-tribal-mapping-project
Heydarian, Richard Javad (2017, August): Crisis in Mindanao: Duterte and the Islamic State’s Pivot to Asia.
(Aljazeera Center for Studies Report). URL: http://studies.aljazeera.net/en/reports/2017/08/crisis-mindanaoduterte-islamic-states-pivot-asia-170806101544864.html
Howard, Russell D.; Elliott, Marc D.; Prohov, Jonathan R. (2016, November): IS and Cultural Genocide:
Antiquities Trafficking in the Terrorist State. (JSOU Report 16-11). URL: http://jsou.libguides.com/
ld.php?content_id=27719094
Hughes, Seamus (2016, June): Countering the Virtual Caliphate. Testimony presented before the U.S. House of
Representatives Foreign Affairs Committee, June 23, 2016. URL: https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/extremism.
gwu.edu/files/downloads/Hughes%20HFAC%20Testimony.pdf
Human Rights Watch (HRW) (2017, September): All Feasible Precautions? Civilian Casualties in Anti-ISIS
Coalition Airstrikes in Syria. (Report). URL: https://www.hrw.org/report/2017/09/24/all-feasible-precautions/
civilian-casualties-anti-isis-coalition-airstrikes-syria
Human Rights Watch (HRW) (2017, December): Flawed Justice: Accountability for ISIS Crimes in Iraq.
(Report). URL: https://www.hrw.org/report/2017/12/05/flawed-justice/accountability-isis-crimes-iraq
Ingram, Kiriloi M. (2017, October): IS’s Appeal to Western Women: Policy Implications. (ICCT Policy Brief).
DOI: https://doi.org/10.19165/2017.2.04
Institute for Policy Analysis of Conflict (IPAC) (2017, November): Post-Marawi Lessons from Detained
Extremists in the Philippines. (IPAC Report No. 41). URL: http://www.understandingconflict.org/en/conflict/
read/66/POST-MARAWI-LESSONS-FROM-PHILIPPINE-DETAINEES
Institute for Policy Analysis of Conflict (IPAC) (2018, February): Extremists in Bandung: Darul Islam to ISIS
– And Back Again? (IPAC Report No. 42). URL: http://www.understandingconflict.org/en/conflict/read/67/
Extremists-in-Bandung-Darul-Islam-to-ISIS-and-Back-Again
IntelCenter (2015, December 15): Islamic State’s 43 Global Affiliates: Interactive World Map. URL: http://www.
intelcenter.com/maps/is-affiliates-map.html

ISSN 2334-3745

169

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

IntelCenter (2016, July): People Killed by Islamic State by Country since 29 Jun. 2014 Map. (Interactive Map).
URL: https://www.intelcenter.com/maps/is-killed-country-map.html
IntelCenter (2016, December): Islamic State (IS) Expands Attacks to Areas Previously not Considered at Risk of
Terrorism. (Report). URL: https://www.intelcenter.com/reports/charts/is-sig-attacks-maj-min/index.html
IntelCenter (2017, May): Islamic State (IS) Significant Attacks Outside of War Zones. (Interactive Map). URL:
https://www.intelcenter.com/maps/is-sig-attacks-non-warzone-map.html
IntelCenter (2017, June): Islamic State (IS) Attacks in West: 29 Jun 2014 - 25 Jun 2017. (Report). URL: https://
www.intelcenter.com/reports/charts/is-west-attacks/index.html
IntelCenter (2017, June): Saturday & Monday Most Common Days for Islamic State (IS) Attacks in West: 29
Jun. 2014 - 11 Jun. 2017. (Report). URL: https://www.intelcenter.com/reports/charts/is-west-attacks-day/
index.html
IntelCenter (2017, July): Significant Decline in Islamic State (IS) Execution Videos. (Report). URL: https://
www.intelcenter.com/reports/charts/is-execution-videos/index.html
International Crisis Group (ICG) (2017, July): How the Islamic State Rose, Fell and Could Rise again in the
Maghreb. (Middle East and North Africa Report N°178). URL: https://www.crisisgroup.org/middle-eastnorth-africa/north-africa/178-how-islamic-state-rose-fell-and-could-rise-again-maghreb
International Crisis Group (ICG) (2018, February): Winning the Post-ISIS Battle for Iraq in Sinjar. (Middle
East Report N°183). URL: https://www.crisisgroup.org/middle-east-north-africa/gulf-and-arabian-peninsula/
iraq/183-winning-post-isis-battle-iraq-sinjar
Jawhar, Jasmine (2016): Terrorists’ Use of the Internet: The Case of Daesh. (SEARCCT Monograph). URL:
http://www.searcct.gov.my/images/Articles_2016/Articles_2017/Terrorists_Use_Internet_Mac_17.pdf
Jones, Seth G. et al. (2017): Rolling Back the Islamic State. (RAND Research Reports, RR-1912). DOI: https://
doi.org/10.7249/RR1912
Joscelyn, Thomas (2017, July): The Terrorist Diaspora: After the Fall of the Caliphate. Testimony presented
before the House Homeland Security Committee Task Force on Denying Terrorists Entry into the United
States, July 13, 2017. URL: http://docs.house.gov/meetings/HM/HM00/20170713/106224/HHRG-115HM00-Wstate-JoscelynT-20170713.pdf
Karmon, Ely (2017, May): ISIS and the Sunni Separatists Aim Fire at Iran. (ICT Articles). URL: http://www.
ict.org.il/Article/2022/isis-and-the-sunni-separatists-aim-fire-at-iran
Kean, Thomas H. et al. (2017, September): Defeating Terrorists, not Terrorism: Assessing U.S. Counterterrorism
Policy from 9/11 to ISIS. (Bipartisan Policy Center, Task Force on Terrorism and Ideology Paper). URL:
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/library/counterterrorism-policy-from-911-to-isis
Keatinge, Tom; Keen, Florence; Moiseienko, Anton (2018, January): From Lone Actors to Daesh: Rethinking
the Response to the Diverse Threats of Terrorist Financing. (RUSI Newsbrief, 38[1]). URL: https://rusi.org/
publication/newsbrief/lone-actors-daesh-rethinking-response-diverse-threats-terrorist-financing
Kelly, Terrence K. et al. (2017): Knowing the Enemy: Understanding the Islamic State and Principles for
Defeating it. (RAND Perspectives, PE-200-A). DOI: https://doi.org/10.7249/PE200
Kelvington, Michael R. (2017, November): Threat to the United States Homeland: Internet Propaganda and
Planners Inspiring Individual Jihad. (ICT Paper). URL: http://www.ict.org.il/images/Individual%20Jihad%20
in%20the%20US%20.pdf
Landau, Edan (2017, June): The May 2017 Manchester Suicide Bombing Attack. (ICT Articles). URL: http://
www.ict.org.il/Article/2028/the-may-2017-manchester-suicide-bombing-attack

ISSN 2334-3745

170

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Laub, Zachary (2017, October): What to Watch For in Post-ISIS Iraq and Syria. (CFR Backgrounder). URL:
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-watch-post-isis-iraq-and-syria
Lewis, Larry (2017, May): Decade of War: Applying Past Lessons to the Counter-ISIS Campaign. (CNA
Occasional Paper series, DOP-2017-U-015519-Final). URL: https://www.cna.org/CNA_files/PDF/DOP2017-U-015519-Final.pdf
Lohlker, Rüdiger (2017, August): Attacks in Barcelona. (Research Paper on Terrorism and Exclusivism
[REPTEX] No. 1). URL: https://lohlker.files.wordpress.com/2017/08/barcelona-attacks1.pdf
Malik, Nikita (2017, October): Trafficking Terror: How Modern Slavery and Sexual Violence Fund Terrorism.
(CRT Report). URL: http://henryjacksonsociety.org/2017/10/08/trafficking-terror-how-modern-slavery-andsexual-violence-fund-terrorism
Mansour, Renad (2017, July): Iraq after the Fall of ISIS: The Struggle for the State. (Chatham House Middle
East and North Africa Programme Research Paper). URL: https://www.chathamhouse.org/publication/iraqafter-fall-isis-struggle-state
McCauley, Clark; Moskalenko, Sophia (2017, June): U.S. Muslim Opinions about ISIS, the Syrian Conflict and
the 2016 U.S. Presidential Election: Results of a Fall 2016 Internet Poll of 216 U.S. Muslims. (START Report
to the Office of University Programs, Science and Technology Directorate, U.S. Department of Homeland
Security). URL: http://www.start.umd.edu/publication/us-muslim-opinions-about-isis-syrian-conflict-and2016-us-presidential-election
Meleagrou-Hitchens, Alexander; Hughes, Seamus; Clifford, Bennett (2018, February): The Travelers:
American Jihadists in Syria and Iraq. (GW Program on Extremism Report). URL: https://extremism.gwu.edu/
sites/extremism.gwu.edu/files/TravelersAmericanJihadistsinSyriaandIraq.pdf
Merz, Fabien (2017, June): Dealing with Jihadist Returnees: A Tough Challenge. (CSS Analyses in Security
Policy, No. 210). URL: http://www.css.ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/gess/cis/center-forsecurities-studies/pdfs/CSSAnalyse210-EN.pdf
Milton, Daniel; al-`Ubaydi, Muhammad (2017, June): The Fight Goes On: The Islamic State’s Continuing
Military Efforts in Liberated Cities. (CTC Report). URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/posts/the-fight-goes-on-theislamic-states-continuing-military-efforts-in-liberated-cities
Mueller, Karl P. et al. (2017): U.S. Strategic Interests in the Middle East and Implications for the Army. (RAND
Perspectives, PE-265-A). DOI: https://doi.org/10.7249/PE265
National Coordinator for Security and Counterterrorism (NCTV); General Intelligence and Security Service
(AIVD) (2017, April): The Children of ISIS: The Indoctrination of Minors in ISIS-Held Territory. (Report).
URL: https://english.aivd.nl/publications/publications/2017/04/26/the-children-of-isis.-the-indoctrinationof-minors-in-isis-held-territory
Nerguizian, Aram (2017, July): The Lebanese Armed Forces, Hezbollah and the Race to Defeat ISIS. (CSIS
Working Draft). URL: https://www.csis.org/analysis/lebanese-armed-forces-hezbollah-and-race-defeat-isis
Ness, Marielle (2017): Beyond the Caliphate: Islamic State Activity Outside the Group’s Defined Wilayat:
Southeast Asia. (CTC Regional Report). URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2018/01/Beyond-theCaliphate-SE-Asia-Final.pdf
Ness, Marielle (2017): Beyond the Caliphate: Islamic State Activity Outside the Group’s Defined Wilayat:
Turkey. (CTC Country Report). URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2018/01/CTC-Turkey-Final.pdf
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) (2015, March): Report of the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the Human Rights Situation in Iraq in the Light of
Abuses Committed by the So-Called Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant and Associated Groups. (Report A/

ISSN 2334-3745

171

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

HRC/28/18). URL: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session28/Documents/A_
HRC_28_18_ENG.docx
Pack, Jason; Smith, Rhiannon; Mezran, Karim (2017, June): The Origins and Evolution of ISIS in Libya.
(Report; Atlantic Council, Rafik Hariri Center for the Middle East). URL: http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/
publications/reports/the-origins-and-evolution-of-isis-in-libya
Parello-Plesner, Jonas; Pregent, Michael; Gough, Katelyn (2018, February): Stabilizing and Reconstructing
Iraq: A Challenging Path Ahead. (Hudson Institute Paper). URL: https://www.hudson.org/research/14178stabilizing-and-reconstructing-iraq-a-challenging-path-ahead
Peterson, Nicole (2017, August): Future of ISIS: What do Experts Think will Happen Next? (NSI / ViTTa
Analysis). URL: http://nsiteam.com/future-of-isis-what-do-experts-think-will-happen-next
Pham, J. Peter (2017, March): n.t. Testimony presented before the House Committee on Homeland Security
Hearing “Terrorism in North Africa: An Examination of the Threat”, March 29, 2017. URL: http://docs.house.
gov/meetings/HM/HM05/20170329/105759/HHRG-115-HM05-Wstate-PhamJ-20170329.pdf
Porter, Geoff D. (2017, March): n.t. Testimony presented before the House Committee on Homeland Security
Hearing “Terrorism in North Africa: An Examination of the Threat”, March 29, 2017. URL: http://docs.house.
gov/meetings/HM/HM05/20170329/105759/HHRG-115-HM05-Wstate-PorterG-20170329.pdf
Price, Bryan; al-`Ubaydi, Muhammad (2017, June): The Islamic State’s Internal Rifts and Social Media Ban.
(CTC Perspectives). URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/posts/ctc-perspectives-the-islamic-states-internal-rifts-andsocial-media-ban
Radicalisation Awareness Network (RAN) (2016, November): Child Returnees from Conflict Zones. (RAN
Issue Paper). URL: https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/networks/
radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-papers/docs/issue_paper_child_returnees_from_conflict_
zones_112016_en.pdf
Reed, Alastair; Ingram, Haroro J. (2017, May): Exploring the Role of Instructional Material in AQAP’s Inspire
and ISIS’ Rumiyah. (Conference Paper; Europol, ECTC Advisory Group / ICCT). URL: https://www.europol.
europa.eu/publications-documents/exploring-role-of-instructional-material-in-aqaps-inspire-and-isisrumiyah
Renard, Thomas (2017, July): Europe’s “New” Jihad: Homegrown, Leaderless, Virtual. (EGMONT Security
Policy Brief No. 89). URL: http://www.egmontinstitute.be/europes-new-jihad-homegrown-leaderless-virtual
Revkin, Mara (2017, September 22): The Non-Economic Logic of Rebel Taxation: Evidence from an Islamic
State-Controlled District. (POMEPS Publication). URL: https://pomeps.org/2017/09/22/the-non-economiclogic-of-rebel-taxation-evidence-from-an-islamic-state-controlled-district
Revkin, Mara (2017, October): What Explains Taxation by Resource-Rich Rebels? New Data from the Islamic
State in Syria. (Paper). URL: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3023317
Roslington, James; Pack, Jason (2016, August): Who Pays for ISIS in Libya? (Hate Speech International
Report). URL: https://www.hate-speech.org/who-pays-for-isis-in-libya
Sanderson, Thomas M. (2017, July): Black Flags over Mindanao: ISIS in the Philippines. Testimony presented
before the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific, July 12, 2017. URL:
https://www.csis.org/analysis/black-flags-over-mindanao-isis-philippines
Sanderson, Thomas M. et al. (2017, December): Russian-Speaking Foreign Fighters in Iraq and Syria: Assessing
the Threat from (and to) Russia and Central Asia. (CSIS Transnational Threats Situation Report Series). URL:
https://www.csis.org/analysis/russian-speaking-foreign-fighters-iraq-and-syria
Schinis, Alexander (2017, October 16): Hymnal Propaganda: A Closer Look at “Clanging of the Swords”.

ISSN 2334-3745

172

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

[Guest Post]. Jihadology. URL: http://jihadology.net/2017/10/16/guest-post-hymnal-propaganda-a-closerlook-at-clanging-of-the-swords
Schoof, Dick et al. (2017, June): Islamist Terrorism in the West. [Video]. (The Washington Institute for Near
East Policy, PolicyWatch 2822). URL: http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/islamistterrorism-in-the-west
Shemesh, M. (2017, July): The Jaish Khalid bin Al-Walid Organization – ISIS Branch in Southwestern Syria
in all but Name. (MEMRI Inquiry & Analysis Series, No. 1323). URL: https://www.memri.org/reports/jaishkhalid-bin-al-walid-organization-%E2%80%93-isis-branch-southwestern-syria-all-name
Simcox, Robin (2017, July): The Terrorist Diaspora: After the Fall of the Caliphate. Testimony presented before
the House Homeland Security Committee Task Force on Denying Terrorists Entry into the United States, July
13, 2017. URL: http://docs.house.gov/meetings/HM/HM00/20170713/106224/HHRG-115-HM00-WstateSimcoxR-20170713.pdf
Sizer, Lydia (2017, October): Libya’s Terrorism Challenge: Assessing the Salafi-Jihadi Threat. (MEI
Counterterrorism Series, Policy Paper 2017-1). URL: http://www.mei.edu/content/countering-transationalterrorism-assessing-salafi-jihadi-movements-libya
Speckhard, Anne; Shajkovci, Ardian (2017, May): Confronting an ISIS Emir: ICSVE’s Breaking the ISIS
Brand Counter-Narrative Videos. (ICSVE Research Reports). URL: http://www.icsve.org/research-reports/
confronting-an-isis-emir-icsves-breaking-the-isis-brand-counter-narrative-videos
Speckhard, Anne; Shajkovci, Ardian (2017, September): Winning against al-Qaeda and ISIS: The Case for
Combining Deradicalization with Disengagement Approaches in Prison and Community Programs Addressing
Former and Current Members of Militant Jihadi Groups. (ICSVE Research Reports). URL: http://www.icsve.
org/research-reports/winning-against-al-qaeda-and-isis-the-case-for-combining-deradicalization-withdisengagement-approaches-in-prison-and-community-programs-addressing-former-and-current-membersof-militant-jihadi-group
Speckhard, Anne; Shajkovci, Ardian (2018, January): Wanted Dead or Alive: The Frustrating, Failing Hunt for
ISIS Leader Baghdadi. (ICSVE Brief Reports). URL: http://www.icsve.org/brief-reports/wanted-dead-or-alivethe-frustrating-failing-hunt-for-isis-leader-baghdadi
Speckhard, Anne; Wakim, Grace; Shajkovci, Ardian (2017, July): Ensuring a Long-Term Win against ISIS In
Mosul: The Need for Rehabilitation and Reintegration Programs and Restoring Security and Justice. (ICSVE
Research Reports). URL: http://www.icsve.org/research-reports/ensuring-a-long-term-win-against-isis-inmosul-the-need-for-rehabilitation-reintegration-programs-restoring-security-and-justice
Speckhard, Anne; Yayla, Ahmet S. (2017, August): The Runaway Bride of ISIS: Transformation of a Young
Girl with a Dream to a Lethal ISIS Enforcer. (ICSVE Research Reports). URL: http://www.icsve.org/researchreports/the-runaway-bride-of-isis-transformation-a-young-girl-with-a-dream-to-a-lethal-isis-enforcer
Strømmen, Ester E. J. (2017): Jihadi Brides or Female Foreign Fighters? Women in Da’esh – From
Recruitment to Sentencing. (PRIO GPS Policy Brief 01|2017). URL: https://www.prio.org/Publications/
Publication/?x=10546
Terrill, W. Andrew (2017, April): Antiquities Destruction and Illicit Sales as Sources of ISIS Funding and
Propaganda. (SSI, The Letort Papers). URL: http://ssi.armywarcollege.edu/pubs/display.cfm?pubID=1348
Torres-Soriano, Manuel R. (2017, August): Jihadism in the Spanish Language after the Barcelona Attacks. (GW
Program on Extremism Occasional Paper). URL: https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/extremism.gwu.edu/files/
TorresSorianoJihadismInSpanish.pdf
United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI); Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) (2016, August): A Call for Accountability and Protection: Yezidi Survivors of Atrocities

ISSN 2334-3745

173

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Committed by ISIL. (Human Rights Report). URL: http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_
k2&view=item&id=6004:a-call-for-accountability-and-protection-yezidi-survivors-of-atrocities-committedby-isil&Itemid=650&lang=en
United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI); Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) (2017, August): Promotion and Protection of Rights of Victims of Sexual Violence Captured by
ISIL/or in Areas Controlled by ISIL in Iraq. (Human Rights Report). URL: http://www.uniraq.org/index.
php?option=com_k2&view=item&task=download&id=2396_4c72ca51e5ba5aa0667fae4a5b39d938&lang=en
United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI); Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) (2017, October): Report on the Protection of Civilians in the Context of the Ninewa Operations
and the Retaking of Mosul City, 17 October 2016 – 10 July 2017. URL: http://www.uniraq.org/index.
php?option=com_k2&view=item&task=download&id=2472_703f02a138d0eea2fb32b3ff9b1b91a7&lang=en
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Simon-Skjodt Center for the Prevention of Genocide (2015,
November): “Our Generation Is Gone”: The Islamic State’s Targeting of Iraqi Minorities in Ninewa. (Bearing
Witness Trip Report). URL: https://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/Iraq-Bearing-Witness-Report-111215.pdf
van der Heide, Liesbeth; Geenen, Jip (2017, August): Children of the Caliphate: Young IS Returnees and the
Reintegration Challenge. (ICCT Research Paper). DOI: https://doi.org/10.19165/2017.1.09
Van Vlierden, Guy; Lewis, Jon; Rassler, Don (2018): Beyond the Caliphate: Islamic State Activity Outside the
Group’s Defined Wilayat: Belgium. (CTC Country Report). URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2018/02/
CTC-Beyond-the-Caliphate-Belgium.pdf
Varvelli, Arturo (2017, November): Islamic State’s Re-Organization in Libya and Potential Connections with
Illegal Trafficking. (GW Program on Extremism Occasional Papers). URL: https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/
extremism.gwu.edu/files/Varvelli%20IS%20Reorganization%20in%20Libya%20and%20Trafficking.pdf
Vidino, Lorenzo (2016, January): Inside the Mind of ISIS: Understanding its Goals and Ideology to Better
Protect the Homeland. Testimony presented before the U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs, January 20, 2016. URL: https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/extremism.gwu.edu/files/
downloads/Vidino%20Mind%20of%20ISIS%20Testimony.pdf
Vidino, Lorenzo (2017, June): Beyond Iraq and Syria: ISIS’ Global Reach. Testimony presented before the U.S.
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, June 8, 2017. URL: https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/extremism.gwu.
edu/files/Vidino_SFRC%20Testimony_6.8.2017.pdf
Vidino, Lorenzo; Marone, Francesco (2017, November): The Jihadist Threat in Italy: A Primer. (ISPI Analysis).
URL: http://www.ispionline.it/it/pubblicazione/jihadist-threat-italy-primer-18541
Vidino, Lorenzo; Marone, Francesco; Entenmann, Eva (2017, June): Fear thy Neighbor: Radicalization
and Jihadist Attacks in the West. (Report; ICCT / GW Program on Extremism / ISPI). DOI: https://doi.
org/10.14672/67056194 URL: https://icct.nl/publication/fear-thy-neighbor-radicalization-and-jihadistattacks-in-the-west
von Münchow, Sebastian (2017, July): Aftermath of the Terror Attack on Breitscheid Platz Christmas Market:
Germany’s Security Architecture and Parliamentary Inquiries. (George C. Marshall European Center for
Security Studies, Occasional Paper Series, No. 28). URL: http://www.marshallcenter.org/MCPUBLICWEB/
mcdocs/files/College/F_Publications/occPapers/occ-paper_28-en.pdf
Wehrey, Frederic (2017, March): The Challenge of Violent Extremism in North Africa: The Case of Libya.
Testimony presented before the House Committee on Homeland Security Hearing “Terrorism in North
Africa: An Examination of the Threat”, March 29, 2017. URL: http://docs.house.gov/meetings/HM/
HM05/20170329/105759/HHRG-115-HM05-Wstate-WehreyF-20170329.pdf
Winter, Charlie; Ingram, Haroro J. (2018, March 2): Terror, Online and Off: Recent Trends in Islamic State

ISSN 2334-3745

174

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Propaganda Operations. War on the Rocks. URL: https://warontherocks.com/2018/03/terror-online-and-offrecent-trends-in-islamic-state-propaganda-operations
Winter, Charlie; Whittaker, Joe (2017, October): The Islamic State’s Suicide Industry. (AOAV Report). URL:
https://aoav.org.uk/2017/islamic-states-suicide-industry
Yacoubian, Mona (2017, October): Governance Challenges in Raqqa after the Islamic State. (USIP Special
Report 414). URL: https://www.usip.org/publications/2017/10/governance-challenges-raqqa-after-islamicstate
Yayla, Ahmet S. (2017, June): Summer of Terror Approaches: What to Do to Counter Martyrdom Attacks?
(ICSVE Brief Reports). URL: http://www.icsve.org/brief-reports/summer-of-terror-approaches
Youngman, Mark; Moore, Cerwyn (2017, November): “Russian-Speaking” Fighters in Syria, Iraq and at Home:
Consequences and Context. (CREST [Actors and Narratives programme] Report). URL: https://crestresearch.
ac.uk/resources/russian-speaking-fighters-full-report
Zelin, Aaron Y. (2017, October): Interpreting the Fall of Islamic State Governance. (The Washington Institute
for Near East Policy, PolicyWatch 2871). URL: http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/
interpreting-the-fall-of-islamic-state-governance
Zelin, Aaron Y. (2018, January): The Others: Foreign Fighters in Libya. (The Washington Institute for Near East
Policy, Policy Notes, 45). URL: http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/foreign-fighters-inlibya-consequences-for-africa-and-europe
Note
Whenever retrievable, URLs for freely available versions of subscription-based publications have
been provided. Thanks to the Open Access movement, self-archiving of publications in institutional
repositories or on author homepages for free public use (so-called Green Open Access) has become
more common. Please note, that the content of Green Open Access documents is not necessarily
identical to the officially published versions (e.g., in case of pre-prints); it might therefore not have
passed through all editorial stages publishers employ to ensure quality control (peer review, copy and
layout editing etc.). In some cases, articles may only be cited after getting consent by the author(s).
About the compiler: Judith Tinnes, Ph.D., is a Professional Information Specialist. Since 2011,
she works for the Leibniz Institute for Psychology Information (ZPID). Additionally, she serves as
Information Resources Editor to ‘Perspectives on Terrorism’. In her editorial role, she regularly compiles
bibliographies and other resources for Terrorism Research. She wrote her doctoral thesis on Internet usage
of Islamist terrorists and insurgents (focus: media-oriented hostage takings). E-mail: j.tinnes@gmx.de

ISSN 2334-3745

175

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Recent Online Resources for the Analysis of Terrorism and Related Subjects
complied and selected by Berto Jongman
Most of the items included below became available online in March and April 2018. They are categorised
under these headings:
1. Non-Religious Terrorism: Actors, Groups, Incidents and Campaigns
2. Religious (mainly Jihadi) Terrorism: Actors, Groups, Incidents and Campaigns
3. Terrorist Strategies and Tactics
4. Conflict, Crime and Political Violence other than Terrorism
5. Counter-Terrorism – General
6. Counter-Terrorist Strategies, Tactics and Operations
7. State Repression and Civil War at Home and Clandestine & Open Warfare Abroad
8. Prevention and Preparedness Studies
(including Countering Violent Extremism, De-Radicalization, Counter-Narratives)
9. Intelligence
10.Cyber Operations and Information Warfare
11.Risk & Threat Assessments, Forecasts, Analytical Studies
12.Also Worth Reading
1. Non-Religious Terrorism: Actors, Groups, Incidents and Campaigns
F. Bachner. Der Anfang vom Ende der RAF. Der Tagesspiegel, March 27, 2018. URL: https://www.tagesspiegel.
de/politik/anschlag-auf-jva-weiterstadt-der-anfang-vom-ende-der-raf/21111536.html
A. Feis. Car-ramming attack at Air Force base probed as act of terrorism. New York Post, March 23, 2018.
URL: https://nypost.com/2018/03/23/air-force-base-attack-probed-as-act-of-terrorism/?utm_campaign=SocialFlow&utm_source=NYPTwitter&utm_medium=SocialFlow
D. Phillips. Marielle Franco murder: Brazilian authorities global pressure to find killers. The Guardian, March
22, 2018. URL: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/mar/22/marielle-franco-inquiry-letter-urges-brazil-authorities
T. Dart. Texas explosions are work of ‘serial bomber’ whose tactics are evolving, police say. The Guardian,
March 20, 2018. URL: https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/mar/20/austin-bombing-texas-latest-news-police-contact
P. Dahat. Nine CPRF men killed in maoists’ ambush in Chhattisgarh’s Sukma district. The Hindu, March 13,
2018. URL: http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/blasts-in-chhattisgarhs-sukma-district/article23208771.ece?homepage=true
In Germany, the role of the family in recruiting members into neo-Nazi groups. University of California Press
blob, March 12, 2018. URL: https://www.ucpress.edu/blog/35153/in-germany-the-role-of-family-in-recruit-

ISSN 2334-3745

176

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

ing-members-into-neo-nazi-groups/
Ukrainian prisoner – exchange organizer accused of plotting to kill Poroshenko. RFL/RE, March 9, 2018.
URL: https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-prisoner-exchange-organizer-detained-near-war-zone/29088443.html
A. Lusher. Carlos the Jackal blows kisses in court during theatrical diatribe: ‘Revolution is my job.’ The Independent, March 6, 2018. URL: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/carlos-the-jackal-blowskisses-court-terrism-france-revolution-my-job-a8241506.html
Greek anarchists smash Novartis office amid bribe scandal. The Local, February 26, 2018. URL: https://www.
thelocal.ch/20180226/greek-anarchists-smash-novartis-office-amid-bribe-scandal-switzerland-pharmaceutical
P.W. Singer. National security pros, it’s time to talk about rightwing extremism. Defense One, February 28,
2018. URL: http://www.defenseone.com/threats/2018/02/national-security-pros-its-time-talk-about-rightwing-extremism/146319/
F. Chagas-Bastos. Colombia’s ‘fake’ peace in tatters. Al Jazeera, February 27, 2018. URL: https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/colombia-fake-peace-tatters-180223113348483.html
British neo-Nazi group is grave threat to our national security, terror chief warns. Mail Online, February
27, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5442093/Terror-chiefs-warning-British-neo-Nazigroup.html
B. Lee. Understanding the far-right landscape. Centre for Research and Evidence on Security Threats (CREST),
#5, Summer 2017. URL: https://www.crestresearch.ac.uk/csrflipbook/issue-5/?page=32
2. Religious (mainly Jihadi) Terrorism: Actors, Groups, Incidents and Campaigns
2.1. Al-Qaeda and Affiliates
C. Maza. Bin Laden’s son attacks US-Saudi Arabia relationship in new al-Qaeda video as Saudi crown prince
tours America. Newsweek, April 2, 2018. URL: http://www.newsweek.com/bin-ladens-son-attacks-us-saudiarabia-relationship-new-al-qaeda-video-saudi-868357?piano_t=1
Z. Mroz. The delingpole podcast: Sean Langan on being kidnapped and terrorized by the Taliban. Breitbart,
March 30, 2018. URL: http://www.breitbart.com/big-journalism/2018/03/30/the-delingpole-podcast-sean-langan-on-being-kidnapped-and-terrorized-by-the-taliban/
T. Joscelyn. Hamza bin Laden warns of Shi’ite expansion in the Middle East. FDD’s Long War Journal, April 1,
2018. URL: https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2018/04/hamza-bin-laden-warns-of-shiite-expansionin-the-middle-east.php
C. Bunzel. Jihadi reactions to Saudi reforms. Arabia Foundation, March 28, 2018. URL: http://www.arabiafoundation.org/arabia-comment/jihadi-reactions-to-saudi-reforms/
J. Burke. Al-Shabaab attack kills dozens of Ugandan soldiers in Somalia. The Guardian, April 1, 2018. URL:
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/01/al-shabaab-attack-kills-ugandan-soldiers-in-somalia
H. Nsaibia. Ansaroul Islam and the growing terrorist insurgency in Burkina Faso, CTC Sentinel, 11(3), March
29, 2018. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/ansaroul-islam-growing-terrorist-insurgency-burkina-faso/
C. Anzalone. Black banners in Somalia: the state of al-Shabaab’s territorial insurgency and the specter of
the Islamic State. CTC Sentinel, 11(3), March 29, 2018. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/black-banners-somalia-state-al-shabaabs-territorial-insurgency-specter-islamic-state/

ISSN 2334-3745

177

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

T. Joscelyn, C. Weiss. Jihadists in Syria denounce US designation of Uzbek group. FDD’s Long War Journal,
March 26, 2018. URL: https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2018/03/jihadists-in-syria-denounce-us-designation-of-uzbek-group.php
S. de Tessières. At the crossroads of Sahelian conflicts. Insecurity, terrorism, and arms trafficking in Niger.
Geneva: Small Arms Survey, January 2018. URL: http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/fileadmin/docs/U-Reports/
SAS-SANA-Report-Niger.pdf
B. Roggio, P. Hegseth India blames Lashkar-e-Taiba for Kashmir attack on security forces. FDD’s Long War
Journal, March 26, 2018. URL: https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2018/03/india-blames-lashkar-e-taiba-for-kashmir-attack-on-security-forces.php
H. Waszkewitz. Jihadism’s staying power in North Africa. Global Risk Insights, March 20, 2018. URL: https://
globalriskinsights.com/2018/03/aqim-staying-power-north-africa-al-qaeda/
Al Qaeda informant – Al Jazeera investigations. Al Jazeera English, YouTube, June 3, 2015. URL: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=9W6hlSbCV_Y
T. Joscelyn. Al Qaeda again addresses factional infighting in Syria. FDD’s Long War Journal, March 24,
2018. URL: https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2018/03/al-qaeda-again-addresses-factional-infighting-in-syria.php
M. Haji Ingiriis. Building peace from the margins in Somalia: the case for political settlement with alShabaab. Contemporary Security Policy, February 8, 2018. URL: https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.108
0/13523260.2018.1429751
Saudi Crown Prince: ’Iran is harbouring al-Qaeda’ leaders. Al Jazeera, March 19, 2018. URL: https://www.
aljazeera.com/news/2018/03/saudi-crown-prince-iran-harbouring-al-qaeda-leaders-180319154213541.html
Profile: Osama bin Laden. The story of a most-wanted fugitive and billionaire. Al Jazeera, March 18, 2018.
URL: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/asia/2011/05/20115235148217423.html
V. Ozarkar. Bangladesh-based terror group under Maharastra ATS radar. DNA India, March 21, 2018. URL:
http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-bangladesh-based-terror-group-under-maharashtra-ats-radar-2595988
S. Joy. Islamic State and al-Qaeda in Indian Subcontinent posing new threat: MHA. Deccan Herald, March 21,
2018. URL: http://www.deccanherald.com/content/665759/islamic-state-al-qaeda-indian.html
I. Kfir. Al-Qaeda 3.0: turning to face the near enemy. The Strategist, March 22, 2018. URL: https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/al-qaeda-3-0-turning-face-near-enemy/
G. Browne. Al Qaeda chief al-Zawahiri defends Muslim brotherhood in new video. The National, March 22,
2018. URL: https://www.thenational.ae/world/mena/al-qaeda-chief-al-zawahiri-defends-muslim-brotherhood-in-new-video-1.715209
E. Mora. Al-Qaeda video: ‘jihad’ is ‘effective way’ to defeat America and its cheating crusading leader,’ Donald
Trump. Breitbart, March 23, 2018. URL: http://www.breitbart.com/national-security/2018/03/23/al-qaeda-video-jihad-effective-way-defeat-america-cheating-crusader-leader-trump/
S. Tankel, R. Kim Cragin, D. Gartenstein-Ross, J. Geltzer. Policy roundtable: what is the future of the jihadist.
Texas National Security Review, March 20, 2018. URL: https://tnsr.org/roundtable/policy-roundtable-future-jihadist-movement/ - _ftn10
S. Tankel. From al-Qaeda to ISIL: continuity and change in the jihadist movement. War on the Rocks, March
22, 2018. URL: https://warontherocks.com/2018/03/from-al-qaeda-to-isil-continuity-and-change-in-the-jihadist-movement/

ISSN 2334-3745

178

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

C. Weiss. State adds Uzbek jihadist group to terror list. FDD’s Long War Journal, March 22, 2018. URL:
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2018/03/state-adds-uzbek-jihadist-group-to-terror-list.php
T. Joscelyn. Al Qaeda chief says America is the ‘first enemy’ of Muslims. FDD’s Long War Journal, March 21,
2018. URL: https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2018/03/al-qaeda-chief-says-america-is-the-first-enemy-of-muslims.php
C. Weiss. Al-Qaeda group JNIM releases high-level production video. FDD’s Long War Journal, March 21,
2018. URL: https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2018/03/al-qaeda-group-jnim-releases-high-level-production-video.php
Al-Qaeda in Syria losing ground amid fierce rivalries. The New Arab, March 14, 2018. URL: https://www.
alaraby.co.uk/english//news/2018/3/14/al-qaeda-in-syria-losing-ground-amid-fierce-rivalries
S. Carenzi. Twenty years after the World Islamic Front’s statement: where is the jihadist galaxy heading? European Eye on Radicalization, March 14, 2018. URL: https://eeradicalization.com/twenty-years-after-the-worldislamic-fronts-statement-where-is-the-jihadist-galaxy-heading/
A. Wyne. In Afghanistan, a protracted stalemate. The RAND blog, February 26, 2018. URL: https://www.
rand.org/blog/2018/02/in-afghanistan-a-protracted-stalemate.html?utm_source=WhatCountsEmail&utm_
medium=National Security and Terrorism+AEM: Email Address NOT LIKE DOTMIL&utm_campaign=AEM:856345589
Al-Qaida is losing ground in Syria for the first time since its meteoric rise in 2012 as it battles with rival
insurgents and Assad’s forces. Mail Online, March 14, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5498615/Al-Qaida-Syria-losing-ground-battles-insurgents.html
B. Johnson. Are al-Qaeda and ISIS about to form a terrorist supergroup? Observer.com, March 2, 2018. URL:
http://observer.com/2018/03/are-al-qaeda-and-isis-about-to-form-a-terrorist-supergroup/
M. Mashal, T. Shah. Taliban overrun Western Afghan district as security worsens. The New York Times,
March 12, 2018. URL: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/12/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-farah.html
A. Stenersen. Understanding al-Qaeda’s threat to the West. Homeland Security Today, February 26, 2018.
URL: https://www.hstoday.us/channels/understanding-al-qaeda-threat-to-west/
L. Aboufadel. Jihadist civil war proves costly as death toll rises to 220+ in northern Syria. Al Masdar News,
March 7, 2018. URL: https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/jihadist-civil-war-proves-costly-death-toll-rises-220-northern-syria/
C. Weiss. Shabaab targets Somali, African Union troops in southern Somalia. FDD’s Long War Journal,
March 4, 2018. URL: https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2018/03/shabaab-targets-somali-african-union-troops-in-southern-somalia.php?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed:+LongWarJournalSiteWide+(FDD’s+Long+War+Journal+Update)
T. Joscelyn. Jihadists from ’Guardians of the Religion’ organization in Syria. FDD’s Long War Journal, March 4,
2018. URL: https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2018/03/jihadists-form-guardians-of-the-religion-organization-in-syria.php?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed:+LongWarJournalSiteWide+(FDD’s+Long+War+Journal+Update)
C. Weiss. JNIM confirms deaths of co-founder, senior leaders in French raids. FDD’s Long War Journal,
March 4, 2018. URL: https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2018/03/jnim-confirms-deaths-of-co-founder-senior-leaders-in-french-raids.php?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed:+LongWarJournalSiteWide+(FDD’s+Long+War+Journal+Update)
B. Hoffman. Al-Qaeda’s resurrection. Council on Foreign Relations, March 6, 2018. URL: https://www.cfr.org/
expert-brief/al-qaedas-resurrection?utm_medium=social_share&utm_source=tw

ISSN 2334-3745

179

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

B. Hoffman. Threat assessment #Fail: al-Qa’ida quietly growing, by design. The Cipher Brief, February 15,
2018. URL: https://www.thecipherbrief.com/article/exclusive/middle-east/threat-assessment-fail-al-qaida-quietly-growing-design
Ch. Lister. How al-Qa’ida lost control of its Syrian affiliate: the inside story. CTC Sentinel, 11(2), February
2018. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/al-qaida-lost-control-syrian-affiliate-inside-story/
B. Roggio. US military confirms death of Pakistani Taliban commander. FDD’s Long War Journal, March 3,
2018. URL: https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2018/03/us-military-confirms-death-of-pakistani-taliban-commander.php
P. Beaumont. Army HQ and French Embassy attacked in Burkina Faso Capital. The Guardian, March 2,
2018. URL: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/mar/02/burkina-faso-attacks-launched-multiple-french-sites-ouagadougou
C. Weiss. JNIM releases proof-of-life video for French hostage. FDD’s Long War Journal, March 1, 2018. URL:
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2018/03/jnim-releases-proof-of-life-video-for-french-hostage.php
2.2. Daesh (IS, ISIS, ISIL) and Affiliates
R. Callimachi. The ISIS files. We unearthed thousands of internal documents that help explain how the Islamic State stayed in power so long. The New York Times, April 5, 2018. URL: https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/04/04/world/middleeast/isis-documents-mosul-iraq.html?smid=tw-nytimesworld&smtyp=cur
P. Nanninga. How the Islamic State uses early-Islamic traditions to shape its martyr biographies.
Numen, 65(2-3), 2018, pp. 165-184. URL: http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/10.1163/15685276-12341493
ISIS 2.0 is really just the original ISIS. Foreign Policy, April 3, 2018. URL: http://foreignpolicy.
com/2018/04/03/isis-2-0-is-really-just-the-original-isis/
J. Fitzanakis. Dozens of successor groups forming in wake of ISIS defeat, experts warn. Intelnews.org, April 3,
2018. URL: https://intelnews.org/2018/04/03/01-2300/
Pro IS group uses photo of slain French police officer to threaten more attacks. SITE, March 31, 2018. URL:
https://ent.siteintelgroup.com/Chatter/pro-is-group-uses-photo-of-slain-french-police-officer-to-threatenmore-attacks.html
J. Zenn. The terrorist calculus in kidnapping girls in Nigeria: cases from Chibok and Dapchi. CTC Sentinel,
11(3), March 29, 2018. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/the-terrorist-calculus-in-kidnapping-girls-in-nigeria-cases-from-chibok-and-dapchi/
H. Lavoix. The Islamic State in Libya –force, fighters and tribes. The Red (Team) Analysis Society, March 19,
2018. URL: https://www.redanalysis.org/2016/04/25/islamic-state-libya-2/
Hassan Hassan. ISIS sleeper cells in Iraq are a warning sign the extremist group is already reforming. The
National, March 28, 2018. URL: https://www.thenational.ae/opinion/comment/isil-sleeper-cells-in-iraq-area-warning-sign-the-extremist-group-is-already-reforming-1.716800
R. Hussein. Islamic State regrouping in Iraqi, Kurdish disputed territories. VOA, March 26, 2018. URL:
https://www.voanews.com/a/islamic-state-regrouping-in-iraqi-kurdish-disputed-territories/4317597.html
Till Daesh does us apart: women in Iraq massively seek divorce from terrorists. Sputnik, March 26, 2018.
URL: https://sputniknews.com/middleeast/201803261062922059-daesh-women-seek-divorce-mosul/
Deadly attacks in Europe since 2015. France24, March 23, 2018. URL: http://www.france24.com/
en/20180323-deadly-attacks-europe-2015

ISSN 2334-3745

180

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

H. Ghoraba. Southern Libya: terrorism’s next frontier. The Algemeiner, March 23, 2018. URL: https://www.
algemeiner.com/2018/03/23/southern-libya-terrorisms-next-frontier/
S. Cottee, J. Cunliffe. Watching ISIS: how young adults engage with official English-language ISIS videos.
Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, March 22, 2018. URL: https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/105761
0X.2018.1444955
J. Moore. France attack: everything we know about ISIS support’s supermarket siege. Newsweek, March 23,
2018. URL: http://www.newsweek.com/trebes-attack-everything-we-know-about-isis-supporters-supermarket-siege-858210
Islamic State has been stashing millions of dollars in Iraq and abroad. The Economist, February 22, 2018.
URL: https://www.economist.com/news/middle-east-and-africa/21737302-their-so-called-caliphatecrumbles-jihadists-are-saving-up-fight
F. Alghorra, M. Elsobky. No such thing as a lone wolf - inside the jihadist recruitment machine. MO, March
22, 2018. URL: https://www.mo.be/node/56781
Children of ISIS, iRobot, made in America* -‘CBSN: on assignment.’ CBS News, July 31, 2017. URL: https://
www.cbsnews.com/news/cbsn-on-assignment-episode-one/
G. Kantchev. Terrorism case highlights risk of returning fighters funding ISIS. The Wall Street Journal, March
21, 2018. URL: https://www.wsj.com/articles/terrorism-case-highlights-risk-of-returning-fighters-fundingisis-1521624600
H. Franco. The small but influential group of Portuguese jihadists. European Eye on Radicalization, March 7,
2018. URL: https://eeradicalization.com/the-small-but-influential-group-of-portuguese-jihadists/
H. J. Ingram. Islamic State’s English-language magazines, 2014-2017: trends & implications for CT-CVE
strategic communications. The Hague: ICCT, 8(15), 2018. URL: https://icct.nl/publication/islamic-states-english-language-magazines-2014-2017-trends-implications-for-ct-cve-strategic-communications/
P. Obaji Jr. Near miss: lessons from the ISIS plot to blow up the US embassy in Nigeria. The Daily Beast, May
2, 2017. URL: https://www.thedailybeast.com/near-miss-lessons-from-the-isis-plot-to-blow-up-the-us-embassy-in-nigeria
Defunct ISIS affiliate militia in northwest Syria re-brands itself to become more ‘moderate.’ Al Masdar News,
March 13, 2018. URL: https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/breaking-defunct-isis-affiliate-militia-innorthwest-syria-re-brands-itself-to-become-more-moderate/
T. O’Connor. ISIS tries to take back Iraq as US allies switch sides in Syria. Newsweek, March 12, 2018. URL:
http://www.newsweek.com/isis-tries-take-back-iraq-us-allies-switch-sides-syria-841888
TSC IntelBrief: Islamic State in the Philippines. The Soufan Center, March 7, 2018. URL: http://thesoufancenter.org/tsc-intelbrief-islamic-state-philippines/
B. Johnson. What’s behind ISIS’s recent video use of jihadists with disabilities. Homeland Security Today,
March 6, 2018. URL: https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/terrorism-study/whats-behind-isis-recent-video-use-jihadists-disabilities/
SOUTHCOM commander: more than 100 ISIS fighters recruited from Trinidad-Tobago. Stars and Stripes,
March 5, 2018. URL: https://www.stripes.com/news/us/southcom-commander-more-than-100-isis-fighters-recruited-from-trinidad-tobago-1.515156
K. Dozier. Officials: ISIS followers plot WMD attacks on US. The Cipher Brief, March 1, 2018. URL: https://
www.thecipherbrief.com/officials-isis-followers-plot-wmd-attacks-us
M. Berube. TSAS WP-01 Understanding the diversity of jihadi rhetoric: who says what and how? TSAS, 2018.

ISSN 2334-3745

181

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

URL: http://tsas.ca/tsas_library_entry/tsas-wp18-01-understanding-the-diversity-of-jihadi-rhetoric-whosays-what-and-how/
B. Pannier. The Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan comes unraveled. RFE/RL, November 28. 2015. URL:
https://www.rferl.org/a/qishloq-ovozi-islamic-movement-uzbekistan-fractured/27395160.html
IS group calls on Muslims to immigrate to Afghanistan. Malaymail Online, March 7, 2018. URL: http://www.
themalaymailonline.com/world/article/is-group-calls-on-muslims-to-immigrate-to-afghanistan - RTdevYkLOp6z50T4.97
ISIS looks to rebound in the Philippines –and spread. The Cipher Brief, March 1, 2018. URL: https://www.
thecipherbrief.com/article/asia/isis-looks-rebound-philippines-spread
C. Fonuena. Maute-IS remnants scatter into 10 subgroups – Philippine military. Rappler, March 5, 2018.
URL: https://www.rappler.com/nation/197457-maute-isis-subgroups-abu-dhar
K. Griffith. ISIS releases shocking video which appears to show the desperate final moments and deaths of
four US soldiers as ISIS fighters ambush them in Niger. Mail Online, March 5, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5462437/ISIS-releases-shocking-video-Niger-ambush-killed-4-troops.html
TSC IntelBrief: despite major economic losses, Islamic State still a threat. The Soufan Center, February 13,
2018. URL: http://thesoufancenter.org/tsc-intelbrief-despite-major-economic-losses-islamic-state-still-threat/
C. Winter, H.J. Ingram. Terror, online and off: recent trends in Islamic State propaganda and operations.
War on the Rocks, March 2, 2018. URL: https://warontherocks.com/2018/03/terror-online-and-off-recent-trends-in-islamic-state-propaganda-operations/
2.3. Other
B. Roggio. US adds 2 Lashkar-e-Taiba fronts, 7 leaders to terrorism list. FDD’s Long War Journal, April 2,
2018. URL: https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2018/04/us-adds-2-lashkar-e-taiba-fronts-7-leaders-toterrorism-list.php
A. Mishra. ISI activates Mushtaq Zargar: 154 Pak terrorists operating in Kashmir. Sunday Guardian, March
31, 2018. URL: https://www.sundayguardianlive.com/news/isi-activates-mushtaq-zargar-154-pak-terrorists-operating-kashmir
B. Schuurman, J. Horgan. Rationales for terrorist violence in homegrown jihadist groups: a case study from
the Netherlands. Aggression and Violent Behavior, Vol.27, 2016, pp. pp. 55-63. URL: https://www.academia.
edu/22732494/Rationales_for_terrorist_violence_in_homegrown_jihadist_groups_A_case_study_from_the_
Netherlands
Z. Hankir. ‘My story is one of many’: the Palestinian women behind the First Intifada. Middle East Eye, March
25, 2018. URL: http://www.middleeasteye.net/in-depth/features/My-story-is-one-of-many-the-palestinianwomen-behind-first-intifada-1724556735
Armed violence displaces 5,000 in northern Burkina Faso in January. Xinhua, March 28, 2018. URL: http://
www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/28/c_137070198.htm
G. Pirio, R. Pittelli, Y. Adam. The emergence of violent extremism in northern Mozambique. Africa Center for
Strategic Studies, March 25, 2018. URL: https://africacenter.org/spotlight/the-emergence-of-violent-extremism-in-northern-mozambique/
Attacks against Palestinians in increase by 50 percent in 2018. Al Jazeera, March 24, 2018. URL: https://www.
aljazeera.com/news/2018/03/attacks-palestinians-increase-50-percent-2018-180324121610930.html
L. Vidino. The Muslim Brotherhood in Austria. European Eye on Radicalization, January 18, 2018. URL:

ISSN 2334-3745

182

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

https://eeradicalization.com/the-muslim-brotherhood-in-austria-2/
B. van Huet. Hoe een valkenjacht en een ontvoering Qatar bijna een miljard kostte. HLN, March 18, 2018.
URL: https://www.hln.be/nieuws/buitenland/hoe-een-valkenjacht-en-een-ontvoering-qatar-bijna-een-miljard-kostte~a875836e/
An Israel-Hezbollah war could draw in Iran US intelligence warns. The Jerusalem Post, March 14, 2018.
URL: http://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/An-Israel-Hezbollah-war-could-draw-in-Iran-US-intelligencewarns-545052
Indonesia’s sharia law province considers beheading as a punishment for murder. Mail Online, March 14,
2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5499363/Indonesias-Aceh-considers-beheading-penalty-murder.html
A. Salman, A. Carey, O. Lieberman. Palestinian Prime Minister survives assassination attempt in Gaza, PA
says. CNN, March 13, 2018. URL: https://edition.cnn.com/2018/03/13/middleeast/palestinian-pm-gaza-explosion-intl/index.html?sr=twCNN031318palestinian-pm-gaza-explosion-intl1223PMStory
J. Moore. Who is Maulana Fazlullah? US puts $5 million bounty on Pakistani Taliban leader linked to
Times Square plot. Newsweek, March 9, 2018. URL: http://www.newsweek.com/who-maulana-fazlullah-us-puts-5-million-bounty-pakistani-taliban-leader-linked-837784
675 women killed by Houthis in four years, Yemen minister says. Middle East Monitor, March 9, 2018.
URL: https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180309-675-women-killed-by-houthis-in-four-years-yemenminister-says/
H. Abu Hannieh. Why does Saudi Arabia describe Hamas as a terrorist organization? Middle East Monitor,
March 9, 2018. URL: https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180309-why-does-saudi-arabia-describehamas-as-a-terrorist-organisation/
3. Terrorist Strategies and Tactics
S.L. Ramirez, A. J. Robbins. Targets and tactics: testing for a duality within al-Qaeda’s network. International Interactions, 44(3), 2017, pp. 559-581. URL: https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/
abs/10.1080/03050629.2018.1383907?journalCode=gini20
S. Hamid, V. Felbapbrown, H. Trinkunas. When terrorists and criminals govern better than governments. The
Atlantic, April 4, 2018. URL: https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/04/terrorism-governance-religion/556817/
D. Gartenstein-Ross, V. Hagerty, L. Macnair. The emigrant sisters return: the growing role of the Islamic
State’s women. War on the Rocks, April 2, 2018. URL: https://warontherocks.com/2018/04/the-emigrant-sisters-return-the-growing-role-of-the-islamic-states-women/
D. Hussain. ISIS ‘to target World Cup players and fans in Russia with drones quipped with bombs.’ Mail Online, April 1, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5567481/ISIS-target-World-Cup-playersfans-Russia-drones-equipped-bombs.html
Islamic State SVBIED development & innovation in the battle for Mosul (October 2016-June 2017) [case
study for Jane’s Terrorism & Insurgency Center] Hugo Kaaman blog, April 1, 2018. URL: https://zaytunarjuwani.wordpress.com/2018/04/01/islamic-state-svbied-development-innovation-in-the-battle-of-mosul-oct2016-june-2017-case-study-for-janes-terrorism-insurgency-center/
D. Brennan. Nut jihad: Taliban makes millions from pistachio farms. Newsweek, March 26, 2018. URL: http://
www.newsweek.com/funding-terror-snacks-taliban-rake-millions-pistachio-profits-860393

ISSN 2334-3745

183

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

L. Schlegel. Interview: Europe’s crime-terror nexus. Global Risk Insights, February 5, 2018. URL: https://
globalriskinsights.com/2018/02/crime-terrorism-europe-interview-rajan-basra/
Radio-controlled, passive infrared-initiated IEDs. Conflict Armament Research, March 2018. URL: http://
www.comflictarm.com
Child soldiers of Islamic State. Deutsche Welle Documentary, YouTube, March 19, 2018. URL: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=fc4hCzCYpmQ
The fatal kidnap machine of ISIS. Deutsche Welle Documentary, YouTube, March 23, 2018. URL: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=VE5IKKJ7Wzk,
Lone wolf: passing fad or terror threat of the future? Panel discussion with Boaz Ganor, Bruce Hoffman and
Marlene Mazel moderated by Matthew Levitt. Washington Institute, YouTube, July 31, 2018. URL: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=9aT5rLtZhGM
C. Maza. ISIS is still using children to carry out executions in Afghanistan, photo’s reveal. Newsweek, March
14, 2018. URL: http://www.newsweek.com/isis-still-using-children-carry-out-executions-afghanistan-photos-reveal-844348
R.K. Craig, A. Weil. ‘Virtual planners’ in the arsenal of Islamic State external operations. Science Direct, Orbis,
March 14, 2018. URL: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0030438718300127
R. Shanahan. Charities and terrorism: lessons from the Syrian crisis. Lowy Institute, March 2018. URL: http://
publications.lowyinstitute.org/shanahan/downloads/Shanahan_Charities and terrorism-Lessons from the
Syrian crisis_WEB.pdf
FG says most suicide bombings done under drug influence. Vanguard, March 13, 2018. URL: https://www.
vanguardngr.com/2018/03/fg-says-suicide-bombings-done-drug-influence/
M. Osman, J. Witherspoon. TSAS WP18-03 ‘Kidnapping for ransom: an analysis of Canadian cases’ TSAS
Working Paper, 2018. URL: http://tsas.ca/tsas_library_entry/tsas-wp18-03-kidnapping-for-ransom-an-analysis-of-canadian-cases/
D. Hofmann. TSA WP18-02 ‘How ‘alone’ are lone actors? Exploring the ideological, signaling, and support
networks of lone-actor terrorists.’ TSAS Working Paper, 2018. URL: http://tsas.ca/tsas_library_entry/tsaswp18-02-how-alone-are-lone-actors-exploring-the-ideological-signaling-and-support-networks-of-lone-actor-terrorists/
M. Shkolnik. From nascent insurrections to full-blown insurgencies: why some militant groups engage in
sustained armed conflict. TSAS blog, March 9, 2018. URL: https://tsasblog.wordpress.com/2018/03/09/fromnascent-insurrections-to-full-blown-insurgencies-why-some-militant-groups-engage-in-sustained-armedconflicts/
A.C. Madrigal. Drone swarms are going to be terrifying and hard to stop. The Atlantic, March 7, 2018. URL:
https://www.theatlantic.com/amp/article/555005/
P. Obaji Jr. Inside the networks of sex slaves, the drug trade, Colombian cartels and al-Qaeda in Africa. The
Daily Beast, March 3, 2018. URL: https://www.thedailybeast.com/inside-the-networks-of-sex-slaves-thedrug-trade-colombian-cartels-and-al-qaeda-in-africa?source=twitter&via=mobile&utm_content=bufferf1e1b&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
A. Damon. The rheumatology doctor who helped terror group morph into ISIS. CNN, March 2, 2018. URL:
https://edition.cnn.com/2018/03/02/middleeast/isis-doctor-prisoner-intl/index.html
Terrorists behind mass drone attacks killed. I-hls.com, January 17, 2018. URL: https://i-hls.com/archives/80841

ISSN 2334-3745

184

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

N. Waters. Killer toys: how the Islamic State group revolutionized warfare. The New Arab, February 23,
2018. URL: https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/indepth/2018/2/23/How-the-Islamic-State-group-revolutionised-warfare
M. Everett. Covert networks. Centre for Research and Evidence on Security Threats (CREST), #5, Summer
2017. URL: https://www.crestresearch.ac.uk/csrflipbook/issue-5/?page=32
K. Karcher. Can female participation in political violence lead to social progress? Centre for Research and
Evidence on Security Threats (CREST), #5, Summer 2017. URL: https://www.crestresearch.ac.uk/csrflipbook/
issue-5/?page=32
4. Conflict, Crime and Political Violence other than Terrorism
P. Puerta. The Sinaloa cartel is recruiting air traffic controllers. War is Boring, April 4, 2018. URL: https://
warisboring.com/the-sinaloa-cartel-is-recruiting-air-traffic-controllers/
A. Gordon. Britain’s feral gangs ‘are now bigger danger than terrorism’: criminals’ online boasts of shootings
and stabbings inspire the next generation of gangsters says crime expert. Mail Online, April 4, 2018. URL:
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5577217/MP-blames-decriminalisation-cocaine-postcode-wars.
html
J. Burke. ‘The wars will never stop’ – millions flee bloodshed as Congo falls apart. The Guardian, April 3,
2018. URL: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/03/millions-flee-bloodshed-as-congos-armysteps-up-fight-with-rebels-in-east?CMP=twt_gu
US blocks UN Security Council statement on Gaza violence. Middle East Eye, April 1, 2018. URL: http://
www.middleeasteye.net/news/us-blocks-un-security-council-statement-gaza-violence-604066920
German police union demands harsher punishment for stabbing attacks. Sputnik, April 2, 2018. URL: https://
sputniknews.com/europe/201804021063148124-german-police-harsher-punishment-stabbing-attacks/
N. Pemberton. Is the war on guns the next war on terror? Counterpunch. March 30, 2018. URL: https://www.
counterpunch.org/2018/03/30/is-the-war-on-guns-the-next-war-on-terror-2/
R. Fareed. Massive anti-India protests erupt in southern Kashmir. Al Jazeera, April 1, 2018. URL: https://
www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/04/massive-anti-india-protests-erupt-southern-kashmir-180401091342157.
html
R. Maclean, S. Jammeh. Gambia accuses ex-president’s supporters of sheltering rebels. The Guardian, April
1, 2018. URL: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/01/gambia-accuses-ex-president-yahya-jammeh-supporters-of-sheltering-rebels
C, Maza. Gaza protesters killed amid standoff between Israel and thousands of Palestinians demanding
rights. Newsweek, March 30, 2018. URL: http://www.newsweek.com/gaza-protesters-killed-amid-standoff-between-israel-and-thousands-palestinians-867088
B. Minteh. Narco-terrorism: a risk assessment of global terrorist linkages to the international drug trade.
Newark: Rutgers University, 2013. URL: https://www.academia.edu/3425556/Narco-Terrorism_A_Risk_Assesment_of_Global_Terrorist_Linkages_to_the_International_Drug_Trade
J. Windle, J.F. Morrison, A. Winter A. Silke. (Eds.) Historical perspectives on organized crime and terrorism.
In: Routledge SOLON explorations in crime and criminal justice histories, 2018. URL: https://www.academia.
edu/36264999/Historical_Perspectives_on_Organized_Crime_and_Terrorism
S. Tisdall. How Gaza clashes could ignite flashpoints all over the Middle East. The Guardian, March 31, 2018.
URL: https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/mar/31/gaza-strip-israel-conflict-border-sea-

ISSN 2334-3745

185

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

son-of-conflicts
J. Binder. Nearly 100 MS-13 gang members arrested in sting were resettled across US as ‘unaccompanied
minors.’ Breitbart, March 30, 2018. URL: http://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2018/03/30/nearly-100ms-13-gang-members-arrested-in-sting-were-resettled-across-u-s-as-unaccompanied-minors/
T. Durden. Where do all the assault rifles come from? ZeroHedge, March 29, 2018. URL: https://www.zerohedge.com/news/2018-03-29/where-do-all-assault-rifles-come
T. Durden. Mexican drug kingpin smuggled enough fentanyl to ‘kill millions’ in NYC. ZeroHedge, March 29,
2018. URL: https://www.zerohedge.com/news/2018-03-29/mexican-drug-kingpin-smuggled-enough-fentanyl-kill-millions-nyc
K. Willsher. Mireilla Knoll: marches held in France after suspected anti-Semitic killing. The Guardian, March
28, 2018. URL: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/mar/28/mireille-knoll-marches-held-in-france-after-suspected-antisemitic-killing
Russian whistle-blower linked to slain Maltese journalist turns self in. RFE/RL, March 21, 2018. URL:
https://www.rferl.org/a/russian-whistle-blower-efimova-linked-slain-maltese-jouralist-caruana-galizia-turns-self-in-athens-greece-azerbaijan-aliyev-family-/29112519.html?ltflags=mailer
Europe’s right-wing youth activists are striking back against multiculturalism. Journeyman Pictures, YouTube,
April 27, 2018. URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YY5uQRQZFnA
S. Croucher. D.C.-area military sites sent suspicious packages that included ‘disturbing’ letters. Newsweek,
March 27, 2018. URL: http://www.newsweek.com/dc-area-military-sites-sent-suspicious-packages-included-disturbing-letters-861148
T. Durden. Whitehead: Enough is enough – if you really want to save lives, take aim at government violence.
ZeroHedge, March 26, 2018. URL: https://www.zerohedge.com/news/2018-03-26/whitehead-enough-enoughif-you-really-want-save-lives-take-aim-government-violence
Israel is ‘critically ill’ under Netanyahu, ex-spymasters warn. Middle East Eye, March 27, 2018. URL: http://
www.middleeasteye.net/news/israel-critically-ill-under-netanyahu-ex-spymasters-warn-206683936
A. Crisafis. French university protests threaten to spread after violence. The Guardian, March 26, 2018. URL:
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/mar/26/french-university-protests-threaten-to-spread-after-violence
A. Crisafis. Police treat killing of elderly woman in Paris as anti-Semitic attack. The Guardian, March 26,
2018. URL: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/mar/26/france-police-mireille-knoll-paris-antisemitic-attack
Capture of former Catalan leader Carles Puigdemont sparks violent protests in Barcelona. The Independent, March 26, 2017. URL: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/catalan-violent-protest-carles-puigdemont-arrest-capture-germany-a8273576.html
America’s guns: arming Mexico’s cartels. Al Jazeera, March 20, 2018. URL: https://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/peopleandpower/2018/03/america-guns-arming-mexico-cartels-180320132511305.html
R. Baroud. Abbas’ deplorable legacy: beginning of the end? Al Arabiya, March 25, 2018. URL: https://english.
alarabiya.net/en/views/news/middle-east/2018/03/25/Abbas-deplorable-legacy-Beginning-of-the-end-.html
T. Barnes. Thousands on March for Our Lives gun control rally sign up to vote for first time: ‘We will vote
them out.’ The Independent, March 25, 2018. URL: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/
march-for-our-lives-gun-control-new-young-voters-signed-up-vote-out-eject-politcians-a8272771.html
B. Pearson-Jones. More bodies pile up in Duterte’s drug war: drug dealer is the latest to die as the Philippines

ISSN 2334-3745

186

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

continue to ignore international criticism of its narcotics crackdown. Mail Online, March 23, 2018. URL:
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5535289/Photos-emerge-latest-drug-dealer-die-Philippines.html
D.J. Camacho. Why Mark Anthony Conditt – a white Christian – isn’t called a terrorist. The Guardian, March
23, 2018. URL: https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/mar/23/mark-anthony-conditt-terrorism-christianity
M. Galeotti. Gangster’s paradise: how organized crime took over Russia. The Guardian, March 23, 2018. URL:
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/mar/23/how-organised-crime-took-over-russia-vory-super-mafia?CMP=twt_gu
G. Davies. Remains of 240 people who were dissolved in barrels of acid and then buried in trenches by
a single hit man known as ‘The Soup Maker’ have been discovered in Mexico as authorities say he could
have killed 650. Mail Online, March 22, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5531633/Remains-240-people-Mexico.html
E. Busby. Living in fear: one in three Muslim students attacked on campus as Islamophobic hate crime surges. The Independent, March 16, 2018. URL: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/
muslim-students-universities-islamophobic-national-union-students-nus-prevent-duty-a8260176.html
Sri Lanka violence: nationwide state of emergency lifted. BBC, March 18, 2018. URL: http://www.bbc.com/
news/world-asia-43446239
W. Ross. Somalia clans secure peace with death sentences and hefty fines. BBC, March 18, 2018. URL: http://
www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-43450535
Ethnic violence in Congo’s northeast displaces 60,000. Newsmax, March 18, 2018. URL: https://www.newsmax.com/world/globaltalk/af-congo-ethnic-violence/2018/03/18/id/849295/?oRef=idealmedia
C. Bayliss. Albanian police arrests 39 suspected human traffickers for illegally smuggling 1,000 people into
Britain and the United States. Mail Online, March 17, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5513189/Albania-arrests-39-crackdown-immigration-crime-rings.html
R. Spillett, G. Davies. Now police launch murder probe into death of exiled Russian tycoon and close friend
of Putin enemy Boris Berezovsky as officers reveal he died from ‘compression to neck.’ Mail Online, March
116, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5510429/MURDER-probe-Russian-exiles-death.
html
Palestinian movement threatens Israel with new intifada. Sputnik, March 16, 2018. URL: https://sputniknews.
com/middleeast/201803161062604365-palestine-threat-israel-intifada/
T. Lee. Brazilian activists demand justice after assassination of rising council woman Marielle France. Newsweek, March 15, 2018. URL: http://www.newsweek.com/fight-continues-brazilian-activists-declare-after-assassination-rising-846648
UK spent $1.3m on security for world’s biggest weapons fair. Al Jazeera, March 15, 2018. URL: https://www.
aljazeera.com/news/2018/01/uk-trials-anti-arms-fair-activists-180117122931727.html
P. Stickland. Greek police: racist hate crimes nearly tripled in 2017. Al Jazeera, March 15, 2018. URL: https://
www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/03/greek-police-racist-hate-crimes-tripled-2017-180315105439865.html

ISSN 2334-3745

187

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

5. Counter-Terrorism - General
M. Klare. The new ‘Long War.’ TomDispatch.com, April 3, 2018. URL: http://www.tomdispatch.com/
blog/176406/tomgram:_michael_klare,_the_new_”long_war”/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+tomdispatch/esUU+(TomDispatch:+The+latest+Tomgram)
Noam Chomsky on the concept of humanitarian intervention. Political Commentary, YouTube, March 7,
2018. URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFXkH_Dotuw
M. Boot. The United States is preparing for the wrong war. The Washington Post, March 29, 2018. URL:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-united-states-is-preparing-for-the-wrong-war/2018/03/29/
0c0553ae-336b-11e8-8bdd-cdb33a5eef83_story.html?utm_term=.c8478ca85463
B. Price. A view from the CT foxhole: lieutenant colonel Kent Solheim, commander, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Special
Forces. CTC Sentinel, 11(3), March 29, 2018. URL: https://ctc.usma.edu/a-view-from-the-ct-foxhole-lieutenant-colonel-kent-solheim-commander-3rd-battalion-3rd-special-forces-group/
Private military and security companies: an interview with Christopher Spearin. Oxford Research Group,
March 26, 2018. URL: https://sustainablesecurity.org/2018/03/26/private-military-and-security-companies-an-interview-with-christopher-spearin/
R. Hussein. UN rapporteur fears counterterrorism measures may undermine civil society. VOA, March 24,
2018. URL: https://www.voanews.com/a/rapporteur-fears-counterterrorism-measures-may-undermine-civil-society/4314736.html
M. Brosig, N. Sempijja. Does peacekeeping reduce violence? Assessing comprehensive security of contemporary peace operations in Africa. Stability. International Journal of Security & Development, 7(1), 2018. URL:
https://www.stabilityjournal.org/articles/10.5334/sta.576/
I. Kfir, S. Patel, M. Batt (Eds.) . Counterterrorism Yearbook 2018. Australian Strategic Policy Institute, March
27, 2018. URL: https://www.aspi.org.au/report/counterterrorism-yearbook-2018
Informants. Al Jazeera investigates. Al Jazeera English, YouTube, July 20, 2014. URL: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=CMRns4ViuEY
P. Roberts. Urban warfare: past, present, future. RUSI, March 20, 2018. URL: https://rusi.org/publication/conference-reports/urban-warfare-past-present-future
S. Tankel. With us and against us: how America’s partners help and hinder in the war on terror. Colombia
University Press, 2018, 424p. URL: https://cup.columbia.edu/book/with-us-and-against-us/9780231168113
Safe and sorry –Terrorism & mass surveillance. Kurzgesagt – in a nutshell, YouTube, April 14, 2016. URL:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9_PjdU3Mpo
B. Maquire. Plan ‘C’ – Europe’s new counter-terrorism framework. Euranet Plus- Official, YouTube, June 29,
2018. URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8Hdybz111k
Counter-terrorism and human rights –United Nations Secretary-General at SOAS University of London.
SOAS University of London, YouTube, November 16, 2017. URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6jpylpB1-QE
New terrorism threats and counterterrorism strategies. New York University, YouTube, June 23, 2018. URL:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n26fxZkbF7c
David Kilcullen: counterterrorism in decline. World Affairs, YouTube, November 17, 2017. URL: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=mC60cu_kDDo
The future of terrorism international cooperation and intelligence sharing Panel 1. Georgetown University

ISSN 2334-3745

188

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Center for Security Studies, YouTube, July 5, 2016. URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YojPbRGcOEM
The future of terrorism international cooperation and intelligence sharing Panel 2. Georgetown University
Center for Security Studies, YouTube, July 5, 2016. URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJpnYhruz-I
The future of terrorism intelligence and counterterrorism Panel 3. George University Center for Security
Studies, YouTube, July 5, 2016. URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ODv3Dsu1c7Q
L. Robinson, A. Long, K. Jackson, R. Orrie. Improving the understanding of Special Operations. Santa Monica: RAND Corporation, RR-2026-A, 2018, 278p. URL: https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR2026.
html?utm_source=WhatCountsEmail&utm_medium=National Security and Terrorism+AEM: Email Address NOT LIKE DOTMIL&utm_campaign=AEM:856345589
A. O’Mahony, M. Priebe, B Frederick, J. Kavanagh, M. Lane, T. Johnston, T..S. Szayna, J.P. Hlavka, S. Watts,
M. Povlock. US presence and the incidence of conflict. Santa Monica: RAND Corporation, RR-1906-A, 2018,
152 pp. URL: http://www.matthewaid.com/post/171894635096/is-austrias-far-right-wing-government-trying-to
R. Greer. Terrorist safe havens and the next ISIS. Center for Global Policy, February 2018. URL: https://www.
cgpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Ryan-Greer-Policy-Brief-final.pdf
Center for Global Policy: ‘Safe havens’ present critical challenges in fight against terrorism. Homeland Security Today, February 27, 2018. URL: https://www.hstoday.us/briefings/daily-news-analysis/center-global-policy-says-safe-havens-present-critical-challenges-fight-terrorism/
L. Maxey. Preparing for the urban future of counterinsurgency. The Cipher Brief, March 7, 2018. URL: https://
www.thecipherbrief.com/article/tech/preparing-urban-future-counterinsurgency
Airport security might switch to CT checkpoint technology. I-hls.com, January 13, 2018. URL: https://i-hls.
com/archives/80788
6. Counter-Terrorist Strategies, Tactics and Operations
Terrorism in the United States. GW Extremism Tracker, April 5, 2018. URL: https://extremism.gwu.edu/
sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/March 2018 Tracker.pdf
The Turkish orphans stranded after IS struggle in Iraq. BBC, April 5, 2018. URL: http://www.bbc.com/news/
world-europe-43584883
B. Plett Usher. Trumpomacy: can US quit Syria ‘very soon’? It’s complicated. BBC, April 4, 2018. URL: http://
www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-43648968
M. Hussain. Muslims accused of plotting violence get seven times more media attention and four times longer sentences. The Intercept, April 5, 2018. URL: https://theintercept.com/2018/04/05/muslims-violence-media-attention-prosecution/
Shin Bet, IDF thwart Islamic Jihad attack on navy boats off Gaza coast. The Time of Israel, April 5, 2018. URL:
https://www.timesofisrael.com/shin-bet-idf-thwart-islamic-jihad-attack-on-navy-boats-off-gaza-coast/
C. Maza. Russia, Turkey and Iran are planning Syria’s future without the US. Newsweek, April 3, 2018. URL:
http://www.newsweek.com/russia-turkey-and-iran-are-planning-syrias-future-without-us-870072
T. Porter. Punish a Muslim a day: New York braces for viral anti-Muslim violence campaign. Newsweek, April
3, 2018. URL: http://www.newsweek.com/punish-muslim-day-new-york-braces-869163
N. Dahan. US ‘war on terror’ thrusts deep into Libya with drone strike. Middle East Eye, April 3, 2018. URL:
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/analysis-us-airstrikes-southern-libya-widening-war-terror-360581998

ISSN 2334-3745

189

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

J. Snell. How US foreign policy paved the way for an Islamic State resurgence. Middle East Eye, April 3,
2018. URL: http://www.middleeasteye.net/columns/how-us-foreign-policy-paved-way-islamic-state-resurgence-724913222
F. Lamb. Iran’s general Qassim Solemani pledges to ‘weed the resistance!’ Is Nasrallah his target? Counterpunch, March 30, 2018. URL: https://www.counterpunch.org/2018/03/30/irans-gen-qassim-solemani-pledges-to-weed-the-resistance-is-nasrallah-his-target/
Israeli army deploys more Iron Dome missile defense systems. Middle East Monitor, April 2, 2018. URL:
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180402-israeli-army-deploys-more-iron-dome-missile-defence-systems/
C. Dickstein. Army hopes new units will help break Afghanistan stalemate. Stars and Stripes, April 1, 2018.
URL: https://www.stripes.com/news/army-hopes-new-units-will-help-break-afghanistan-stalemate-1.519715
The Westminster Bridge terrorist attack: a report on the use of terrorism legislation. Independent Reviewer of
Terrorism Legislation, March 28, 2018. URL: https://terrorismlegislationreviewer.independent.gov.uk/operation-classific/
J. Bolton. America needs a post-ISIS strategy. The US should recognize Iran and Russia as adversaries – and
that Iraq isn’t a friend. The Wall Street Journal, June 28, 2017. URL: https://www.wsj.com/articles/americaneeds-a-post-isis-strategy-1498688109
T. Durden. US marines testing drone-killing future weapons and combat exoskeletons. Zerohedge, March 31,
2018. URL: https://www.zerohedge.com/news/2018-03-31/us-marines-testing-drone-killing-future-weapons-and-combat-exoskeletons
T. O’Connor. US military alliance in Syria could fall apart as Turkey fight its own war on ‘terror.’ Newsweek,
March 30. 2018. URL: http://www.newsweek.com/us-military-alliance-syria-could-fall-apart-turkey-fightwar-terror-867378
R. Fisk. Watching on as Islamist fighters are evacuated from war-turn Eastern Ghouta. The Independent,
March 29, 2018. URL: https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/syria-eastern-ghouta-islamist-fighters-russia-idlib-a8279901.html
R. Fowler. The importance of Canada’s mission to Mali. The Globe and Mail, March 29, 2018. URL: https://
beta.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-the-importance-of-canadas-mission-to-mali/
J. Janovsky. Seven years of war – documenting Syrian Arab Army’s armoured vehicle losses. Bellingcat, March
27, 2018. URL: https://www.bellingcat.com/news/mena/2018/03/27/saa-vehicle-losses-2011-2017/
D. Brennan. Pentagon: senior al-Qaeda leader killed in Libya airstrike. Newsweek, March 29, 2018. URL:
http://www.newsweek.com/pentagon-senior-al-qaeda-leader-killed-libya-airstrike-865248
Israeli settlers convicted of terrorizing Palestinians in ‘price tag’ attacks. Middle East Eye, March 29,
2018. URL: http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/three-israeli-settlers-convicted-terrorising-palestinians-1623287326
Saudi Arabia must face US lawsuits over 11 September attacks. Middle East Monitor, March 29, 2018. URL:
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180329-saudi-arabia-must-face-us-lawsuits-over-11-september-attacks/ - .WrzJx_4Qmdg.twitter
R. Kheel. Coalition acknowledged killed at least 855 civilians since start of ISIS war. The Hill, March 28, 2018.
URL: http://thehill.com/policy/defense/380653-coalition-acknowledges-killing-at-least-855-civilians-sincestart-of-isis-war
J. Grierson. Far-right referrals to PREVENT programme up by more than a quarter. The Guardian, March 27,
2018. URL: https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/mar/27/far-right-referrals-prevent-programme-up-

ISSN 2334-3745

190

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

by-more-than-a-quarter-counter-extremism
I. Acheson. PREVENT let the Parsons Green bomber through the net. That can’t happen again. The Guardian, March 28, 2018. URL: https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/mar/28/prevent-parsons-green-bomber-counter-terrorism?CMP=share_btn_tw
Kremlin blocks the bill legalizing Russian private military companies. UAWire, March 28, 2018. URL: http://
uawire.org/russia-will-not-legalize-mercenaries
M. Duell. £30million ‘ring of steel’ will protect Prince Harry and Meghan Markle’s wedding with barriers,
vehicle checks, snipers and airport-style scans for guests. Mail Online, March 29, 2018. URL: http://www.
dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5558081/30million-ring-steel-protect-Prince-Harry-Meghan-Markles-wedding.
html
A. Travis. UK terror-related arrests rose almost 60% to record high in 2017. The Guardian, March 8, 2018.
URL: https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/mar/08/uk-terror-related-arrests-rose-almost-60-to-record-high-in-2017
Texas man facing Tewksbury weapons charges said he was on classified government mission. Disobedient
Media, March 27, 2018. URL: https://disobedientmedia.com/2018/03/texas-man-facing-tewksbury-weaponscharges-said-he-was-on-classified-government-mission/
R. Spillett, J. Tozer. Could more Manchester bomb victims have been saved? Report reveals firefighters
were barred from helping for two hours and survivors were put on advertising boards because of a lack of
stretchers. Mail Online, March 27, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5548995/Chaotic-response-Manchester-Arena-bombing-criticised-report.html
C. Nye, L. Sands. Police should need warrant’ to download phone data. BBC, March 27, 2018. URL: http://
www.bbc.com/news/uk-43507661
M. Lenthang. FBI intercept six suspicious packages containing explosive components and disturbing messages sent to military sites around DC. Mail Online, March 27, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/
article-5547469/Six-suspicious-packages-sent-military-sites-Washington-DC.html
A. Mustafayev. Number of terrorism, extremism convicts increases in Kyrgyzstan. Trend News Agency, March
26, 2018. URL: https://en.trend.az/casia/kyrgyzstan/2877067.html
I. Lutfia Tisnadibrata. Indonesian terror groups get funding through social media: government report. Benar News, October 18, 2017. URL: https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/indonesian/indonesia-militants-10182017182219.html
T. Durden. Pulse Nightclub killer’s father was decade-long FBI informant, planned terrorist attacks against
Pakistan. ZeroHedge, March 26, 2018. URL: https://www.zerohedge.com/news/2018-03-26/pulse-nightclubkillers-father-was-decade-long-fbi-informant-planned-terrorist
F. Reccia. The evolving terrorist threat to China’s Central Asia. Global Risk Insights, January 22, 2018. URL:
https://globalriskinsights.com/2018/01/china-central-asia-serb-projects-terrorism-risk/
H. Waszkewitz. The growing insurgent threat in Egypt’s Western desert. Global Risk Insights, February 16,
2018. URL: https://globalriskinsights.com/2018/02/militancy-egypt-western-desert/
J. Kryt. Inside the ISIS terror plot to kill US diplomats in Colombia. The Daily Beast, March 25, 2018. URL:
https://www.thedailybeast.com/inside-the-isis-terror-plot-to-kill-us-diplomats-in-colombia
Chechens fear returning ISIS fighters and other world stories. Deutsche Welle Documentary, YouTube, January 29, 2018. URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-yPbLerhRCQ
D. Lerner. France suffered its 20th Islamist attack since 2014. Experts explain how Italy stayed terror-free.

ISSN 2334-3745

191

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Haaretz, March 26, 2018. URL: https://www.haaretz.com/world-news/europe/.premium-what-italy-is-doing-differently-to-avoid-terror-attacks-1.5939572
Saddam’s party: what’s left today. Al Jazeera, March 21. 2018. URL: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/03/
saddam-party-left-today-180319100523008.html
Rwanda commits $1 million towards joint force to pacify the Sahel region. The New Times, March 23, 2018.
URL: http://www.newtimes.co.rw/section/read/231552/
EU extends sanctions on three Libyan political figures. Libyan Express, March 25, 2018. URL: http://www.
libyanexpress.com/eu-extends-sanctions-on-three-libyan-political-figures/
Jordan foils ISIS plot targeting intelligence, police. Asharq al-Awsat, March 26, 2018. URL: https://aawsat.
com/english/home/article/1217516/jordan-foils-isis-plot-targeting-intelligence-police
J. Vandiver. Ina first, AFRICOM strikes al-Qaida in Libya as fight expands beyond ISIS. Stars and Stripes,
March 26, 2018. URL: https://www.stripes.com/news/in-a-first-africom-strikes-al-qaida-in-libya-as-fight-expands-beyond-isis-1.518792
N. Yazbeck. Three years on, Yemen war at deadly impasse. AFP, March 26, 2018. URL: https://au.news.yahoo.
com/world/a/39633709/three-years-on-yemen-war-at-deadly-impasse/
A timeline of key events in Egypt since the 2011 uprising. Associated Press, March 26, 2018. URL: http://www.
star-telegram.com/news/nation-world/world/article206810364.html
J. Karam. US-UAE counter-terrorism operations on the rise in Yemen. The National, March 25, 2018.
URL: https://www.thenational.ae/world/mena/us-uae-counter-terrorism-operations-on-the-rise-in-yemen-1.715962
France has ’20,000 Muslim extremists on watch list’ – anti-Islamist NGO activist. Sputnik, March 24, 2018.
URL: https://sputniknews.com/analysis/201803241062869961-thousands-muslims-watch-list/
R. Fisk. As we look back on the horror of Iraq 15 years later, I wonder – would this have happened if Trump
was president? The Independent, March 23, 2018. URL: https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/iraq-war-anniversary-tony-blair-president-bush-trump-death-middle-east-a8270516.html
A. Toumaj. Death of a general: what Shaban Nasiri reveals about Iran’s secretive Quds force. War on the
Rocks, March 23, 2018. URL: https://warontherocks.com/2018/03/death-of-a-general-what-shaban-nasiri-reveals-about-irans-secretive-qods-force/
From ‘Islamic State’ victim to terrorist hunter – Masoud’s list. Deutsche Welle Documentary, YouTube, October 17, 2017. URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6pxRD5IAQQ
Sinai: what is happening and why. Al Jazeera, March 24, 2018. URL: https://www.aljazeera.com/
news/2018/03/sinai-happening-180319120524428.html
UAE-backed forces accused of arbitrary arrests, torture in Yemen. Al Jazeera, March 24, 2018. URL:
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/03/uae-backed-forces-accused-arbitrary-arrests-torture-yemen-180323174236257.html
G. Carey. Syria’s civil war. Bloomberg, March 20, 2018. URL: https://www.bloomberg.com/quicktake/syrias-civil-war
B. Breen-Portnoy. Top Israeli diplomat: UNIFIL ‘must do more’ to thwart Hezbollah’s armament efforts in
Southern Lebanon. The Algemeiner, March 22, 2018. URL: https://www.algemeiner.com/2018/03/23/southern-libya-terrorisms-next-frontier/

ISSN 2334-3745

192

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

7. State Repression and Civil War at Home and Clandestine & Open Warfare
Abroad
S. Kinzer. Efrain Rios Montt, Guatemalan dictator convicted of genocide, dies at 91. The New York Times,
April 1, 2018. URL: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/01/obituaries/efrain-rios-montt-guatemala-dead.html
C. Irving. How to kill democracy in four easy steps: lessons on the Gestapo at 85. The Daily Beast, March 31,
2018. URL: https://www.thedailybeast.com/how-to-kill-democracy-in-four-easy-steps-lessons-on-the-gestapo-at-85?source=TDB&via=FB_Page
Mali hands ‘de facto chief of Islamic Police’ over to ICC. Al Jazeera, April 1, 2018. URL: https://www.aljazeera.
com/news/2018/04/mali-hands-de-facto-chief-islamic-police-icc-180401080736694.html
Another US state recognizes the Holomodor in Ukraine as genocide. UAWire, March 31, 2018. URL: http://
uawire.org/another-us-state-recognizes-the-holodomor-in-ukraine-as-genocide
D. Dilegge, A. Keshavarz, R.J. Bunker (Eds.). Iranian and Hezbollah hybrid warfare activities. A Small Wars
Journal Anthology. Universe, 2016, 780p.
Z. Dorfman. The disappeared. China’s global kidnapping campaign has gone on for years. It may now be
reaching inside US borders. Foreign Policy, March 29, 2018. URL: http://foreignpolicy.com/2018/03/29/
the-disappeared-china-renditions-kidnapping/
K. Manjapara. When will Britain face up to its crimes against humanity? The Guardian, March 29, 2018. URL:
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/mar/29/slavery-abolition-compensation-when-will-britain-faceup-to-its-crimes-against-humanity
Warsaw: Russian special services have stepped up operations in Poland. UAWire, March 27, 2018. URL:
http://uawire.org/warsaw-russian-special-services-have-stepped-up-operations-in-poland
UN: war crimes evidence in Syria ‘overwhelming,’ not all can be pursued. VOA, March 26, 2018. URL: https://
www.voanews.com/a/un-war-crimes-evidence-syria-overwhelming-not-all-can-be-pursued/4316943.html
Russia denies US claims it is arming the Afghan Taliban. The New Arab, March 25, 2018. URL: https://www.
alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2018/3/25/russia-denies-us-claims-it-is-arming-the-taliban
E.C. Luck. Why the United Nations underperforms at preventing mass atrocities. Genocide Studies and Prevention: an International Journal, 11(3), 2018, pp.32-47. URL: http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1516&context=gsp
Khin Mai Aung. Why the Rohinya can’t return. Huffington Post, March 20, 2018. URL: https://sg.news.yahoo.
com/why-rohingya-apos-t-return-192535250.html
B. Doherty. Aung San Suu Kyi: lawyers seek persecution for crimes against humanity. The Guardian, March
16, 2018. URL: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/mar/17/aung-san-suu-kyi-faces-prosecution-forcrimes-against-humanity
C. Maza. Another Ukraine? Russia backs separatist politician’s military buildup in Bosnia and Herzegovina, research shows. Newsweek, March 16, 2018. URL: http://www.newsweek.com/another-war-bosnia-russia-backs-separatist-politicians-military-buildup-europe-846949
T. O’Connor. Rape is a weapon of war wielded against girls and women in Syria, UN report says. Newsweek,
March 15, 2018. URL: http://www.newsweek.com/rape-weapon-war-wielded-against-girls-women-syria-unreport-says-846887
America’s guns: secret pipeline to Syria. Al Jazeera, march 15, 2018. URL: https://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/peopleandpower/2018/03/america-guns-secret-pipeline-syria-180314121047479.html

ISSN 2334-3745

193

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

F. Osman. Palestinians are facing genocide; Israel deserves its international pariah status. Middle East Monitor, March 14, 2018. URL: https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180314-palestinians-are-facing-genocide-israel-deserves-its-international-pariah-status/
UN: rape used as wide-scale weapon of war in Syria. Middle East Monitor, March 15, 2018. URL: https://
www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180315-un-rape-used-as-wide-scale-weapon-of-war-in-syria/
B. Cole. Philippine’s President Duterte can still be tried in The Hague even if his country leaves international
criminal court, rights group says. Newsweek, March 14, 2018. URL: http://www.newsweek.com/philippinespresident-duterte-can-still-face-hague-despite-leaving-icc-says-844333
H. Blake, T. Warren, R. Holmes, J. Leopold, J. Bradley, A. Campbell. From Russia with blood. BuzzFeed, June
15, 2017. URL: https://www.buzzfeed.com/heidiblake/from-russia-with-blood-14-suspected-hits-on-britishsoil?utm_term=.vokAVnDx8 - .ygdY6M1gR
C. Boyd. The bookkeeper of Auschwitz dies aged 96 without ever seeing the inside of a jail cell for his role in
300,000 murders. Mail Online, March 12, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5491993/TheBookkeeper-Auschwitz-DIES-aged-96.html
T. Ramadan. How German women suffered largest mass rape in history by Soviets. Al Arabiya, March 11,
2018. URL: https://english.alarabiya.net/en/features/2018/03/11/PICTURES-The-largest-mass-rape-in-history.html
C. Glass. ‘Rise and kill first’ explores the corrupting effects of Israel’s assassination program. The Intercept,
March 11, 2018. URL: https://theintercept.com/2018/03/11/israel-mossad-assassination-book/
K. Ferguson. Toll of Putin’s ‘authoritarian’ rule laid bare: Russian president has imposed 50 new laws to ‘strangle democracy and destroy dissent’ in five years, NGO warns as he is set to be re-elected. Mail Online, March
9, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5478753/Putin-imposed-50-authoritarian-laws-Russia-five-years.html
Balkars in North Caucasus mark anniversary of Stalin-era deportation. RFE/RL, March 8, 2018. URL: https://
www.rferl.org/a/balkars-anniversary-stalin-era-deportation-anniversary/29086407.html
K. Amatmoekrim. Hoe Nederland zijn strafkamp in Nieuw-Guinea trachtte te vermommen. De Correspondent, March 7, 2018. URL: https://decorrespondent.nl/8020/hoe-nederland-zijn-strafkamp-in-nieuw-guineatrachtte-te-vermommen/3214246561460-d2195119?pk_campaign=sharer&pk_kwd=twitter
‘Acts of genocide’ suspected against Rohingya in Myanmar, says UN. Malaymail Online, March 7, 2018. URL:
http://www.themalaymailonline.com/world/article/acts-of-genocide-suspected-against-rohingya-in-myanmar-says-un - jeXJ5CTr1QqH6sEV.97
Update: incident in Salisbury. Metropolitan Police, March 6, 2018. URL: http://news.met.police.uk/news/update-incident-in-salisbury-297359
O. Carroll. Sergei Skripal: Russia accuses UK media of ‘phobia’ and ‘hype’ over spy ‘poisoning.’ The Independent, March 6, 2018. URL: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/sergie-skripal-russia-uk-media-poisoning-salibury-phobia-hype-a8241696.html
S. Khan. Who is Sergei Skripal, the former Russian spy found ‘in critical condition’ in Salisbury? The Independent, March 6, 2018. URL: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/who-is-sergei-skripal-former-russian-spy-critical-condition-salisbury-a8241271.html
L. Dearden, K. Sengupta, O. Carroll. Man left critically ill in Wiltshire after exposure to unknown substance
‘is former Russian spy.’ The Independent, March 5, 2018. URL: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/homenews/wiltshire-critically-ill-unknown-substance-salisbury-former-russian-spy-a8241121.html
S. Osborne. Sergei Skripal: UK counter-terrorism police helping investigation into suspected poisoning of

ISSN 2334-3745

194

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

former Russian spy. The Independent, March 6, 2018. URL: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/
sergei-skripal-poisoning-zizzi-salisbury-uk-counter-terror-police-russia-spy-mi6-a8241611.html
S. Hamad. Denial and distortion: obscuring Assad’s genocide in Syria. The New Arab, February 28, 2018.
URL: https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/Comment/2018/2/28/Obscuring-Assads-genocide-in-Syria
C. Maza. Syrian war criminals will be punished for civilian suffering, UN official warns. Newsweek, March
2, 2018. URL: http://www.newsweek.com/syrian-war-criminals-will-be-punished-civilian-suffering-un-official-warns-829249
8. Prevention and Preparedness Studies
C. Burack. Number of Salafists in Germany has doubled in past five years. Deutsche Welle, April 4, 2018. URL:
http://www.dw.com/en/number-of-salafists-in-germany-has-doubled-in-past-five-years/a-43243111?maca=en-Twitter-sharing
TSC IntelBrief: the UK and preventing radicalization. The Soufan Center, March 29, 2018. URL: http://thesoufancenter.org/intelbrief-uk-preventing-radicalization/
E. Filimanova. View from the inside: Muslim ex-detainee on radicalization & ‘dog-eat-dog’ world of UK prisons. Sputnik, April 3, 2018. URL: https://sputniknews.com/analysis/201804031063032829-radicalization-prison-britain-muslim/
L. Bonnelli, F. Carrie. Radicalité engage, radicalités révoltées – Une enquete sur les mineurs suivis par la protection judiciaire de la jeunesse. Ministère de la Justice, March 2018, 2018, 218 pp. URL: http://www.ladocumentationfrancaise.fr/rapports-publics/184000167/index.shtml
K. Reidy. Radicalization as a vector: exploring non-violent and benevolent processes of radicalization. Journal
for Deradicalization, #14, March 30, 2018. URL: http://journals.sfu.ca/jd/index.php/jd/article/view/141/116
P. Byrne. Anatomy of terror: what makes normal people become extremists? New Scientist, August 16, 2017.
URL: https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg23531390-700-anatomy-of-terror-what-makes-normal-people-become-extremists/ - .WZrxrpaggrQ.twitter
Radicalization in Bosnia –Islamists gaining ground. Deutsche Welle Documentary, YouTube, March 27, 2018.
URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zdZ6eHuulk4
T. Durden. UK: full speed ahead on islamization. ZeroHedge, March 26, 2018. URL: https://www.zerohedge.
com/news/2018-03-25/uk-full-speed-ahead-islamization
N. Hénin. ‘Prevent to protect’: analysis and perspective on the French program to counter terrorism and radicalization. European Eye on Radicalization, March 2, 2018. URL: https://eeradicalization.com/prevent-to-protect-analysis-and-perspective-on-the-french-program-to-counter-terrorism-and-radicalization/
F. Marone. Jihadist radicalization and terrorism in Italy: a happy exception? European Eye on radicalization,
March 16, 2018. URL: https://eeradicalization.com/jihadist-radicalization-and-terrorism-in-italy-a-happy-exception/
L. Dearden. ‘Remote radicalization’ is making attack plans harder to detect, warns government’s terror adviser. The Independent, January 25, 2018. URL: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/radicalisation-remote-internet-online-terror-attack-plans-max-hill-terrorism-laws-legislation-report-a8178511.html
My Salafist life: former Islamist gives inside story on radicalism in Germany. Sputnik, October 29, 2017. URL:
https://sputniknews.com/europe/201710291058637278-germany-salafist-movement/
‘Unbroken’ ideology: how radical Islamist networks survive in Germany. Sputnik, January 13, 2018. URL:

ISSN 2334-3745

195

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

https://sputniknews.com/europe/201801131060731757-unbroken-ideology-radical-islamist-networks/
T. Sculthorpe, J. Tapsfield. Ex-integration tsar warns a £50million plan to end divided communities is not
enough ‘heal the nation’ after report reveals 770,000 people in Britain don’t speak English. Mail Online,
March 14, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5498913/Plans-register-Sharia-marriages-mix-cultures-schools.html
T. Sculthorpe. Extremist parents who sympathize with ISIS could have their children taken away by the
courts, Justice Secretary warns. Mail Online, March 13, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5496183/Extremist-parents-children-taken-away.html
Solahudin. Terrorism ‘zaman now’: is social media feeding radicalization? Indonesia at Melbourne, March
13, 2018. URL: http://indonesiaatmelbourne.unimelb.edu.au/terrorism-zaman-now-is-social-media-feeding-radicalisation/ - .WqewD0Z01yE.twitter
A. Speckhard, A. Shajkovci, B. Lodo. Fighting ISIS on Facebook – Breaking the ISIS brand counternarratives
project. ‘ISIS were brainwashing the kids’ ‘To talk them into becoming martyrs.’ International Center for the
Study of Violent Extremism, March 8, 2018. URL: http://www.icsve.org/research-reports/fighting-isis-on-facebook-breaking-the-isis-brand-counter-narratives-project/
A. Speckhard, A. Shajkovci, H. Fazliu. Bringing down the digital caliphate: breaking the ISIS brand counter-narratives intervention with Albanian speaking Facebook accounts. International Center for the Study of
Violent Extremism, February 14, 2018. URL: http://www.icsve.org/research-reports/bringing-down-the-digital-caliphate-a-breaking-the-isis-brand-counter-narratives-intervention-with-albanian-speaking-facebook-accounts/?utm_content=bufferc5674&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=bu
A.J. Gielen. Countering violent extremism: a realist review for assessing what works, for whom, in what circumstances, and how? Terrorism and Political Violence, May 3, 2017. URL: https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/
abs/10.1080/09546553.2017.1313736?journalCode=ftpv20
L. Colaert (Ed.) ‘De-radicalization. Scientific insights for policy. Flamish Peace Institute, September 2017.
URL: https://www.flemishpeaceinstitute.eu/sites/vlaamsvredesinstituut.eu/files/files/reports/deradicalisering_eng_lowres.pdf
D.H. Heinke. Countering radicalization and recruitment of so-called jihadists - Proscription of radicalization hubs. Defense against Terrorism Review, 8(1), 2016, pp. 89-97. URL: https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/03/03/590540286/8-killed-80-injured-in-attacks-in-burkina-faso
M. Grossman, P. Thomas. Community reporting” the key to defeating terrorism. Centre for Research and
Evidence on Security Threats (CREST), #5, Summer 2017. URL: https://www.crestresearch.ac.uk/csrflipbook/
issue-5/?page=32
N. Ferguson. Understanding engagement in violent extremism in Northern Ireland. Centre for Research
and Evidence on Security Threats, #6, Autumn 2018. URL: https://www.crestresearch.ac.uk/csrflipbook/issue-6/?page=30
S. Newcombe. Disengagement: lessons from cults and sectarian groups. Centre for Research and Evidence on
Security Threats, #7, Winter 2018. URL: https://www.crestresearch.ac.uk/csrflipbook/issue-7/?page=30
T. Wilchen Christensen. From extremist to democratic citizens. Centre for Research and Evidence on Security Threats (CREST), #7, Winter 2018. URL: https://www.crestresearch.ac.uk/csrflipbook/issue-7/?page=30
J. Singh. Sikh radicalization in Britain. Centre for Research and Evidence on Security Threats (CREST), #7,
Winter 2018. URL: https://www.crestresearch.ac.uk/csrflipbook/issue-7/?page=30
S. Marsden. Reintegrating extremists: ‘de-radicalization and desistance.’ Centre for Research and Evidence on

ISSN 2334-3745

196

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Security Threats (CREST), #7, Winter 2018. URL: https://www.crestresearch.ac.uk/csrflipbook/issue-7/?page=30
9. Intelligence
Michael Hayden; full Q&A; Oxford Union, YouTube, August 25, 2017. URL: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=exw9HpK_ytI
J. Murdock. Who is tracking D.C. cell phones? Homeland Security confirms finding surveillance
devices in Washington. Newsweek, April 4, 20118. URL: http://www.newsweek.com/who-tracking-dc-cell-phones-homeland-security-confirms-finding-surveillance-871331
S. Rotella. John Bolton skewed intelligence, say people who worked with him. ProPublica, March 30, 2018.
URL: https://www.propublica.org/article/john-bolton-national-security-adviser-intelligence
J. Bamford. Anti-intelligence. What happens when the president goes to war with his own spies? The New
Republic, March 19, 2018. URL: https://newrepublic.com/article/147366/anti-intelligence
C. Bing. Eugene Kaspersky defends publishing ‘Slingshot’ report. Cyberscoop, March 28, 2018. URL: https://
www.cyberscoop.com/kaspersky-slingshot-isis-operation-comments/
K. Bo Williams. DOJ watchdog launches probe into alleged FISA abuse. The Hill, March 28, 2018. URL:
http://thehill.com/policy/national-security/380708-doj-watchdog-launches-probe-into-alleged-fisa-abuse
J. Smith. British spy who wrote Trump dirty dossier also gave the FBI a report claiming Putin media tsar who
US claimed died accidentally was actually bludgeoned to death in a Washington DC hotel room. Mail Online,
March 27, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5550599/FBI-secret-report-dirty-dossier-spyclaims-Russia-killed-Putins-former-media-czar.html
K. Ferguson. Cambridge Analytica whistleblower tells MPs his predecessor was found dead in a hotel room
in Kenya and may have been poisoned after a deal went ‘sour’ Mail Online, March 27, 2018. URL: http://www.
dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5548919/Christopher-Wylie-says-predecessor-killed.html
K. Nimmo. Deep black secrets: trillions spent by shadow government on covert programs. Newsbud, March
19, 2018. URL: https://www.newsbud.com/2018/03/19/deep-black-secrets-trillions-spent-by-shadow-government-on-covert-programs/
L. Beinhart. On torture, war crimes and Trump’s pick for CIA director. Al Jazeera, March 24, 2018. URL:
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/torture-war-crimes-trump-pick-cia-director-180323102340794.
html
On the topic of Open Source Intelligence. Dumpsterfire.life, March 23, 2018. URL: https://blog.dumpsterfire.
life/2018/03/09/on-the-topic-of-osint/
R. Chun. China’s new frontiers in dystopian tech. Defense One, March 19, 2018. URL: http://www.defenseone.
com/technology/2018/03/chinas-new-frontiers-dystopian-tech/146776/?oref=d-mostread
T. Durden. Big brother arrives: China bans people with ‘bad social credit’ from planes, trains. ZeroHedge,
March 19, 2018. URL: https://www.zerohedge.com/news/2018-03-19/big-brother-arrives-china-bans-peoplebad-social-credit-planes-trains
A. Bevege. Australia, Southeast Asia to share intelligence to fight terror. Reuters, March 17, 2018. URL:
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-asean-australia-counter-terrorism/australia-southeast-asia-to-share-intelligence-to-fight-terror-idUSKCN1GT07E
P. Thompson, R. Ardehali. Ex-spy thought to be missing with the ‘runaway princess’ daughter of a billionaire

ISSN 2334-3745

197

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Dubai ruler named as a former French Navy officer with a submarine business in Florida. Mail Online, March
17, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5513939/Ex-spy-thought-missing-runaway-princess-named.html
Qanon – Meet Snowden @Snowden live interview with Norwegian students from ‘Russia’ 3/11/18. Willful
Ignorance Warrior, YouTube, March 11, 2018. URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_celN13Ujc
ZeroHedge. Ex-FBI asst. director says upcoming inspector general report is ‘our TNT’. Infowars.com, March
17, 2018. URL: https://www.infowars.com/ex-fbi-asst-director-says-upcoming-inspector-general-report-ispure-tnt/
L. Gambino. Trump lawyer calls for end to Russia investigation after McGabe firing. The Guardian, March 17,
2018. URL: https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/mar/17/donald-trump-lawyer-andrew-mccabe-fbifired-brennan
10. Cyber Operations and Information Warfare
D. Olenick. Cyberattack knocks Energy Services group offline. SCMagazine, April 3, 2018. URL: https://www.
scmagazine.com/cyberattack-knocks-energy-services-group-offline/article/755983/
R. Camber. Just one in 100 crimes on the web ends with a conviction and 99% of crooks escape justice as police commissioner says systems ‘couldn’t cope’ if all reports were passed on. Mail Online, April 2, 2018. URL:
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5570959/Just-one-100-crimes-web-ends-conviction.html
R. Urie. Facebook and the rise of anti-social media. Counterpunch, April 2, 2018. URL: https://www.counterpunch.org/2018/04/02/facebook-and-the-rise-of-anti-social-media/
Facebook being used to ‘incite real harm’ in Myanmar, says Zuckerberg: report. Channel News Asia, April 3,
2018. URL: https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/people-using-facebook-harm-myanmar-rohingya-mark-zuckerberg-10097990
T. Sculthorpe. Russia’s ‘shopping list of subversion’: leaked emails show Kremlin is prepared to pay for hacking, propaganda and rent-a-mob rallies to sow dissent. Mail Online, April 2, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5569733/Leaked-emails-Kremlin-prepared-pay-hacking.html
S. Zizek. Cambridge Analytica didn’t abuse the happiness industry – it was used exactly how it was intended
to be. The Independent, March 27, 2018. URL: https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/cambridge-analytica-facebook-happiness-industry-didnt-misuse-it-a8275961.html
J. Dalton. Facebook and Google are becoming too big to be governed, French president Macron warns.
The Independent, April 1, 2018. URL: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/facebook-google-too-big-french-president-emmanuel-macron-ai-artificial-intelligence-regulate-govern-a8283726.html
Iran to block Telegram messaging app: reports. Al Jazeera, April 1, 2018. URL: https://www.aljazeera.com/
news/2018/04/iran-block-telegram-messaging-app-officials-180401095059178.html
T. Durden. Facebook in turmoil: employees in uproar over executive’s leaked memo. ZeroHedge, March 31,
2018. URL: https://www.zerohedge.com/news/2018-03-31/facebook-turmoil-employees-uproar-over-executives-leaked-memo
C. Cadwalladr. AggregateIQ: the obscure Canadian tech firm and the Brexit data riddle. The Guardian, March
31, 2018. URL: https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/mar/31/aggregateiq-canadian-tech-brexit-data-riddle-cambridge-analytica?CMP=share_btn_tw
T. Pendergast. The next Cold War is here, and it’s all about data. WIRED. March 28, 2018. URL: https://wired.
trib.al/KlLAbOZ

ISSN 2334-3745

198

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

T. Durden. New project aims to ‘fact-check the fact-checkers.’ Zerohedge, March 29, 2018. URL: https://www.
zerohedge.com/news/2018-03-28/new-project-aims-fact-check-fact-checkers
D. Curran. Are you ready? This is all the data Facebook and Google have on you. The Guardian, March 29,
2018. URL: https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/mar/28/all-the-data-facebook-google-hason-you-privacy
P. Weston. TalkTalk’s web security flaw that was ‘worryingly easy’ to hack left millions of private customer
details exposed – and the firm knew about it for years. Mail Online, March 29, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-5558199/TalkTalks-worryingly-easy-web-security-flaw-expose-millions-private-customer-details.html
T. Durden. Cambridge Analytica whistleblower tells UK lawmakers, Trump’s election made him speak out.
ZeroHedge, March 27, 2018. URL:
C.S. Clark. In the era of fake news, VOA is fact checking Russia’s messages. Defense One, March 28, 2018.
URL: http://www.defenseone.com/threats/2018/03/era-fake-news-voa-fact-checking-russias-messages/146998/
S. Khandelwal. Facebook and Cambridge Analytica what’s happened so far. The Hacker News, March 23,
2018. URL: https://thehackernews.com/2018/03/facebook-cambridge-analytica.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+TheHackersNews+(The+Hackers+News+-+Security+Blog)&_m=3n.009a.1708.ko0aof3um8.11eh
Leader of hacking group who stole $1 billion from banks arrested in Spain. The Hacker News, March 26, 2018.
URL: https://thehackernews.com/2018/03/carbanak-russian-hacker.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_
medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+TheHackersNews+(The+Hackers+News+-+Security+Blog)&_
m=3n.009a.1708.ko0aof3um8.11dy
S. Halpern. Cambridge Analytica, Facebook, and the revelations of open secrets. The New Yorker, March 21,
2018. URL: https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/cambridge-analytica-facebook-and-the-revelations-of-open-secrets?mbid=social_twitter
A. Palmer. How to download the mountains of data Facebook has on you – including call logs, texts, ads
you’ve clicked, and conversations you thought you deleted. Mail Online, March 27, 2018. URL: http://www.
dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-5547289/How-download-mountains-data-Facebook-including-call-logstext-messages.html
C. Stewart. Facebook may have consent, but not approval. Medium, March 26, 2018. URL: https://medium.
com/@Brookings/the-next-russian-attack-will-be-far-worse-than-bots-and-trolls-32778043ea34
A. Polyakova. The next Russian attack will be far worse than bots and trolls. The Brookings Institution, via
Medium, March 26, 2018. URL: https://medium.com/@Brookings/the-next-russian-attack-will-be-far-worsethan-bots-and-trolls-32778043ea34
T. Durden. How to uncover the apps tracking you on Facebook (and block them). ZeroHedge, March 26,
2018. URL: https://www.zerohedge.com/news/2018-03-26/how-uncover-apps-tracking-you-facebook-andblock-them
Germany seeks ‘stricter’ Facebook control amid data leak. Sputnik, March 26, 2018. URL: https://sputniknews.com/europe/201803261062922206-germany-facebook-control-data-leak/
Lifting the lid on Facebook’s surveillance machinery. Al Jazeera, March 25, 2018. URL: https://www.aljazeera.
com/programmes/listeningpost/2018/03/lifting-lid-facebook-surveillance-machinery-180324072727764.
html
C. Maza. The world’s best hackers: why Iran is a bigger threat to the US than Russia, China or North Korea.

ISSN 2334-3745

199

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Newsweek, March 23, 2018. URL: http://www.newsweek.com/best-hackers-world-iranian-cyber-spies-indicted-trump-859023
J. Murdock. Google AI expert says Facebook is used for ‘psychological control.’ Newsweek, March 23, 2018.
URL: http://www.newsweek.com/google-ai-expert-claims-facebook-used-psychological-control-858254
Ukrainian Security Service shuts down the operation of the office of ‘pro-Kremlin hackers’ in Kyiv. UAWire,
March 24, 2018. URL: http://uawire.org/sbu-claims-to-have-exposed-the-activities-of-the-office-of-prokremlin-hackers-in-kyiv
A. Griffin. Facebook’s latest data scandal is just the beginning – and not even the worst of it, warn privacy
experts. The Independent, March 20, 2018. URL: https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/
news/facebook-cambridge-analytica-latest-data-breach-privacy-explained-a8265601.html
How Israel rules the world of cyber security, VICE on HBO, full episode. Vice News, YouTube, March 14,
2018. URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ca-C3voZwpM
British officials probe 2,800 Russian bots that ‘spread confusion’ after Salisbury nerve agent attack on former
spy. Mail Online, March 24, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5538699/Officials-probe-2800-Russian-bots-spread-confusion.html
C. Boyd. Iranian hackers with links to the Tehran government stole secret from around 20 British universities
in a massive cyber attack on academics’ computers. Mail Online, March 24, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.
co.uk/news/article-5539377/Iranian-hackers-linked-Tehran-government-stole-secrets-20-British-universities.html?ito=social-twitter_dailymailUK
11. Risk & Threat Assessments, Forecasts, Analytical Studies
TSC Intelbrief: the unfathomable scale of the global refugee crisis. The Soufan Center, April 4, 2018. URL:
http://thesoufancenter.org/intelbrief-the-unfathomable-scale-of-the-global-refugee-crisis/
Monsoons could bring ‘enormous deaths’ for Rohingya refugees. Yenisefak.com, April 3, 2018. URL: https://
www.yenisafak.com/en/world/monsoons-could-bring-enormous-deaths-for-rohingya-refugees-3208222
M. Rendon, M.L. Schneider. Venezuela’s crisis is now a regional humanitarian disaster. Center for Strategic &
International Studies (CSIS), March 23m 2018. URL: https://www.csis.org/analysis/venezuelas-crisis-now-regional-humanitarian-disaster
W. Laqueur, C. Wall. The future of terrorism. ISIS, al-Qaeda and the alt-right. Thomas Dunne Books, 2018,
272 pp. URL: https://www.amazon.com/Future-Terrorism-ISIS-Al-Qaeda-Alt-Right/dp/1250142512
T. Durden. US power grid vulnerable to ‘devastating’ attack, NRC finds. Zerohedge, March 31, 2018. URL:
https://www.zerohedge.com/news/2018-03-31/us-power-grid-vulnerable-devastating-attack-new-report-finds
Conflict Barometer 2017. Heidelberg Institute for International Conflict Research, February 28, 2018. URL:
https://hiik.de/news/?lang=en
T. Durden. Bain: collision of demographics, automation, and inequality signals societal catastrophe. ZeroHedge, March 26, 2018. URL: https://www.zerohedge.com/news/2018-03-26/bain-collision-demographics-automation-and-inequality-signals-societal-catastrophe
J. Watts. Land degradation threatens human wellbeing, major report warns. The Guardian, March 26, 2018.
URL: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/mar/26/land-degradation-is-undermining-human-wellbeing-un-report-warns

ISSN 2334-3745

200

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

UN: 124 million people suffer hunger worldwide. Al Jazeera, March 24, 2018. URL: https://www.aljazeera.
com/news/2018/03/124-million-people-suffer-hunger-worldwide-180324104513289.html?utm_source=dlvr.
it&utm_medium=twitter
J. Watts. Destruction of nature as dangerous as climate change, scientists warn. The Guardian, March 23,
2018. URL: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/mar/23/destruction-of-nature-as-dangerousas-climate-change-scientists-warn
K. Stanley Robinson. Empty half the earth of its humans. It’s the only way to save the planet. The Guardian,
March 20, 2018. URL: https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2018/mar/20/save-the-planet-half-earth-kimstanley-robinson
D. Carrington. Paul Ehrlich: ’Collapse of civilization is a near certainty within decades.’ The Guardian, March
22, 2018. URL: https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2018/mar/22/collapse-civilisation-near-certain-decades-population-bomb-paul-ehrlich
WPF warns of famine threat in northeast Nigeria. Ddinews.gov.uk, March 20, 2018. URL: http://www.ddinews.gov.in/international/wfp-warns-famine-threat-northeast-nigeria
C. Werrell, F. Femia. US intelligence community: impacts of climate change raise the risk of conflict in 2018.
The Center for Climate & Security, February 14, 2018. URL: https://climateandsecurity.org/2018/02/14/u-s-intelligence-community-impacts-of-climate-change-raise-the-risk-of-conflict-in-2018/
S.L. Desmarais, J. Simons-Rudolph, C.S. Bruugh, E. Schilling, C. Horgan. The state of scientific knowledge
factors associated with terrorism. Journal of Threat Assessment and Management, 4(4), 2018, pp. 180-209.
URL: http://psycnet.apa.org/record/2017-40487-001
P. Gill. Testing the reliability, validity and equity of terrorism risk assessment tools. 11th AETAP Conference,
Helsinki, Finland, April 24-26, 2018. URL: http://www.aetap.eu/next-conference.html
T. Durden. Stock market drop is greatest threat to global stability, according to The Economist. March 4, 2018.
URL: https://www.zerohedge.com/news/2018-03-02/stock-market-drop-greatest-global-risk-according-economist
B. Schuurman. Research on terrorism, 2007-2018: a review of the data, methods, and authorship. Terrorism
and Political Violence, March 1, 2018. URL: https://doi.org/10.1080/09546553.2018.1439023
P. Connor. International migration from sub-Subharan Africa has grown dramatically since 2010. Pew Research Center, February 28, 2018. URL: http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/02/28/international-migration-from-sub-saharan-africa-has-grown-dramatically-since-2010/
H. Tuttle. Environment, cyber risk top WEF risk predictions. Risk Management, March 1, 2018. URL: http://
www.rmmagazine.com/2018/03/01/environment-cyberrisk-top-wef-risk-predictions/?utm_source=dlvr.
it&utm_medium=twitter
12. Also Worth Reading
P. Weston. World’s fastest growing cities mapped: from Delhi to Beijing, interactive atlas reveals the speed at
which people are moving to urban areas. Mail Online, March 20, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-5559683/Incredible-atlas-reveals-speed-people-moving-urban-areas.html
J. Scales Avery. ‘The devil’s dynamo’ – The Military-Industrial-Complex as a major reason of our global crisis.
Transnational.live, March 30, 2018. URL: https://transnational.live/2018/03/30/the-devils-dynamo-the-military-industrial-complex-as-a-major-reason-of-our-global-crisis/
C. Maza. Christianity is a dying religion for millennials in Europe. Newsweek, March 23, 2018. URL: http://

ISSN 2334-3745

201

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

www.newsweek.com/christianity-dying-religion-millennials-europe-859272
Our leaders are psychopaths. Corbett Report Extras, YouTube, July 17, 2017. URL: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=DPf5i84BqcA
R. Lewis. Horror is good for you as it provides a ‘safe channel for our dark side’, says one author. Mail Online,
March 22, 2018. URL: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/books/article-5533457/Scared-death-Dont-panichorror-good-you.html
L. Freedman. The meaning of strategy, part I: the origins. Texas National Security Review, 1(1), October 26,
2017. URL: https://tnsr.org/2017/10/meaning-strategy-part-origin-story/
G. Sitaraman. The three crises of liberal democracy. The Guardian, March 17, 2018. URL: https://www.
theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/mar/17/the-three-crises-of-liberal-democracy
P. Mishra. The crisis in modern masculinity. The Guardian, March 17, 2018. URL: https://www.theguardian.
com/books/2018/mar/17/the-crisis-in-modern-masculinity
T. O’Connor. US arms sales explode, giving more weapons for wars in the Middle East. Newsweek, March
12, 2018. URL: http://www.newsweek.com/us-arms-sales-explode-giving-more-weapons-wars-middleeast-841460
P. Mason. Forging a new frontline in the war against neoliberalism. Mint Press, March 12, 2018. URL: https://
www.mintpressnews.com/second-trench-forging-new-frontline-war-neoliberalism/238842/
NATO expansion: what Gorbachev heard. National Security Archive, December 12, 2017. URL: https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/russia-programs/2017-12-12/nato-expansion-what-gorbachev-heard-western-leaders-early
X. Mallett. The God complex: how to spot an everyday psychopath. Newsweek, March 9, 2018. URL: http://
www.newsweek.com/psychopath-god-complex-812746
Resilient cities, safe societies. The Hague Center for Strategic Studies (HCSS), February 28, 2018. URL: https://
www.hcss.nl/report/resilient-cities-safe-societies
F. Cunningham. US collapse- the spectacle of our time. Sputnik, February 25, 2018. URL: https://sputniknews.com/columnists/201802251061983205-us-collapse-spectacle-of-our-time/
About the Compiler: Berto Jongman is Assistant Editor of ‘Perspectives on Terrorism’. He is a former senior
Military Intelligence Analyst and currently an International Consultant on CBRN issues. A sociologist by training, he also worked for civilian Swedish and Dutch research institutes. Jongman was the recipient of the Golden
Candle Award for his World Conflict & Human Rights Maps, published by PIOOM. He is editor of the volume
‘Contemporary Genocides’ and has also contributed to various editions of ‘Political Terrorism’, the award-winning handbook of terrorism research, edited by Alex P. Schmid.

ISSN 2334-3745

202

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Correspondence
A Response to Jacob Zenn on Boko Haram and al-Qa‘ida
by Adam Higazi, Brandon Kendhammer, Kyari Mohammed, Marc-Antoine Pérouse de Montclos, and
Alex Thurston
A recent special issue of Perspectives on Terrorism, published in December 2017 (Volume 11, Number 6, pp.
174-190), included an article by Jacob Zenn entitled “Demystifying al-Qaida in Nigeria: Cases from Boko
Haram’s Founding, Launch of Jihad and Suicide Bombings.”(URL: http://www.terrorismanalysts.com/pt/
index.php/pot/article/view/666/1326 )The article makes problematic claims that we - as specialists who have
done research on Boko Haram - believe merit a response.
For us, it is important to respond because we believe crucial perspectives are lost when analysts treat Boko
Haram as a mere extension of the global jihadist movement. In particular, analysts may overlook or even
downplay local political factors, security force abuses, and the internal logics of insurgencies. Moreover, the
narrative that Boko Haram was a close collaborator of al-Qa‘ida has dangerous implications for policymaking.
The policies that have been devised for responding to al-Qa‘ida are not suitable for responding to Boko Haram,
and treating Boko Haram largely through the lens of counter-terrorism and counter-insurgency could hurt
many more innocent people and exacerbate a grievous humanitarian emergency.
In the debate over Boko Haram’s transnational jihadist connections, Zenn has been a key voice with substantial
influence. Yet he is not, in our view, completely credible, and so any response to his work should not only
respond to the substance of his arguments but should also point out some of the patterns in his writing.
“Demystifying al-Qaida in Nigeria” reflects a broad flaw in Zenn’s work, namely a pattern of misusing primary
data and distorting other scholars’ arguments. Since 2012, Zenn has put forth a one-dimensional narrative
about Boko Haram. Zenn exaggerates Boko Haram’s interactions with al-Qa‘ida and al-Qa‘ida affiliates while
excluding most other dimensions in his analysis. In his body of work,[1] his methods are problematic. He
cherry-picks and decontextualizes quotations and data points.[2] He ignores contradictions between sources.
[3] Meanwhile, he fails to transparently report the positions and biases of the sources he prefers (sources that
are, frequently, either anonymous quotations from Nigerian and foreign intelligence services, or selectively
cited jihadist primary sources). Finally, he sometimes fills gaps in the evidence by resorting to speculation.
The crucial pivot in much of Zenn’s work has been the Boko Haram splinter group Jama‘at Ansar al-Muslimin
fi Bilad al-Sudan, better known as Ansaru, and it is with Ansaru that Zenn’s work is at its most speculative. In
his Perspectives on Terrorism article as elsewhere, Zenn attributes sweeping powers to Ansaru and its leaders.
He positions those figures at the heart of nearly every central event involving Boko Haram. But Zenn’s claims
about Ansaru - particularly his repeated assertion that Ansaru was reintegrated into Boko Haram around 2013
- rests on weak evidence and is not substantiated by the jihadist primary sources he prefers.
Given Zenn’s problematic use of evidence, we regard the debate between us and Zenn not simply as an
intellectual disagreement, but as a contest between scholarship and partisanship. As is normal and healthy in
an academic sub-field, we have major disagreements with one another over how to interpret evidence related
to Boko Haram. These disagreements, however, pale in comparison to our objections to Zenn’s methods.
We have reason to question Zenn’s sincerity and integrity as an analyst. It is not an ad hominem attack to point
out that a writer exhibits striking and chronic bias. For several of us, the turning point in our understanding
of Zenn’s aims was his 2014 paper “Exposing and Defeating Boko Haram: Why the West Must Unite to Help
Nigeria Defeat Terrorism,” published for the conservative British think tank, the Bow Group.[4] The most
charitable reading of that paper would regard it as full of poor predictions,[5] paired with ignorant and weakly
substantiated allegations. Zenn sought to establish guilt by association for a range of actors, including Hillary
Clinton, David Axelrod, current Emir of Kano Muhammadu Sanusi II (Sanusi Lamido Sanusi), and thencandidate and now-President of Nigeria Muhammadu Buhari. A less charitable reading of the paper, and one
that seems more convincing to us, would view the paper as an unofficial campaign document for then-President
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Goodluck Jonathan [6] - which would make the paper, by extension, a blatant display of partisanship if not
analysis-for-hire by Zenn. Even if some of Zenn’s publications have had more thorough scholarly trappings than
the Bow Group paper, we are concerned by ways that Zenn’s arguments align with powerful interests in Nigeria
(particularly the Nigerian intelligence services’ repeated bid to paint Boko Haram as a global threat) and in the
United States (particularly the Republican Party’s effort to demonize and undercut the State Department).
This kind of debate has wider ramifications for the field of security studies. The proportion of non-scholars who
publish in security studies journals and teach in security studies programs is higher than in many other academic
fields. Non-scholars can bring vital perspectives to academic inquiry, but they can also bring dangerous forms
of bias that can have unfortunate policy effects. We hope that this response will encourage reflection on the part
of security studies scholars about whose work they consider rigorous and whose they do not.
Rebuttal of Zenn’s Central Argument
We start by responding to Zenn’s central argument in his article for Perspectives on Terrorism. Zenn “finds Boko
Haram to be primarily the result of the individual decisions of militants who sought to engage in a jihad in
Nigeria and were empowered to do so because of al-Qaida’s and particularly al-Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb’s
(AQIM) and al-Shabab’s funding, training and advice” (p.174). Responding to the work of several authors
of this response, Zenn dismisses the idea that Boko Haram is a “product of ‘multi-dimensional’ factors” (p.
174). We reply that Zenn’s framing of causality makes a mockery not only of the complexity of Boko Haram,
but also of the social scientific enterprise in general: since the time of at least Durkheim and Weber, there has
been widespread agreement among scholars in many disciplines that every social phenomenon has causes that
cannot be reduced to individuals’ decisions. Scholarly work on jihadism should take a similarly multi-faceted
approach.
Zenn’s framing implies that it is only militants who have real agency. And yet when we examine the careers of
Boko Haram militants in detail, we find that the opportunities they encountered and the obstacles they faced
were consistently shaped by other actors’ decisions. These include decisions taken by government officials,
politicians, security personnel, and non-jihadist Muslim leaders. To give examples: Boko Haram’s founder
Muhammad Yusuf preached, early in his career, at the Muhammadu Indimi mosque in Maiduguri (built
by Muhammadu Indimi, an oil tycoon); at that time, Yusuf was a protégé of a prominent Salafi preacher,
Ja‘far Mahmud Adam. In 2001, Yusuf was selected to serve on a government-sponsored committee for the
implementation of shari‘a law in Borno state - this committee reported to the state’s then-governor, Mala
Kachalla. In 2003, multiple sources have reported that Yusuf struck an explicit or tacit agreement with the
challenger in, and eventual winner of, that year’s gubernatorial election, Ali Modu Sheriff.[7] All of these
figures facilitated Yusuf ’s early rise. It is absurd to suggest that it was only militants who made consequential
decisions amid Boko Haram’s emergence.
It is also well documented that the leadership’s theological commitments and the interests of their international
supporters are not the only - or even the most important - factors shaping its behavior. The group has often
responded pragmatically to Nigerian military and security initiatives by changing its own strategy and tactics
to capitalize on new opportunities and alleviate risk. In this context, it is revealing to note that Zenn does not
cite past articles in Perspectives on Terrorism that argue that Boko Haram’s focus is primarily local. For example,
Zenn does not cite Benjamin Eveslage’s 2013 article “Clarifying Boko Haram’s Transnational Intentions, Using
Content Analysis of Public Statements in 2012” (Volume 7, Issue 5), which demonstrates that in 2012 – one
of the high points, according to Zenn, of coordination between Nigerian jihadists and AQIM – “Boko Haram
[tended] to express itself in an intrinsically domestic orientation, and as such, transnationalization is unlikely.”
If assessing elites’ agency and intentions is complicated, Zenn’s perspective barely scratches the surface of
understanding ordinary Boko Haram members’ choices. Zenn is silent on such questions, but his framing of
militants “empowered because of al-Qaida’s…funding, training and advice” strongly implies a top-down model
where well-funded Nigerian militants could recruit freely. But in most scholars’ field research in northeastern
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Nigeria, al-Qa‘ida, AQIM, and al-Shabab are almost never mentioned. Moreover, the emerging literature on
Boko Haram defectors and former participants finds that ideological and theological motivations often play a
secondary role in the process of “joining” the group and participating in violence. Meanwhile, local concerns
(experiences with state violence, insecurity, coercion, and economic incentives) are highly important for
motivating ordinary fighters.[8] In interviews with over sixty suspected sect members from 2010 to 2017, one
of us (Pérouse de Montclos) found that no interviewee referred to al-Qaeda or any foreign terrorist group as
a reason for joining the insurgents. So did a small clique of militants with shadowy alliances dupe and bribe
thousands of young men (and dozens, if not hundreds, of women) into joining a Janus-faced movement, as
Zenn implies? Or are other explanations needed?
In our own research, we have pointed to structural and multi-dimensional factors to explain how Yusuf could
attract a mass following up through his death in 2009, and how the insurgency has endured and grown since
then. There is compelling evidence that structural factors such as urbanization helped create the conditions
wherein Yusuf could recruit. Zenn dismisses the idea that Boko Haram was ever a “mass religious movement,”
but video evidence of Yusuf ’s preaching in Maiduguri (whose population grew from an estimated 10,000 in
1910 to over 1,000,000 by the time Yusuf rose to prominence) shows hundreds of young men gathering to listen
to him discuss religious questions. We need to think about broad social trends in order to understand how
Yusuf ’s constituency formed.
Moreover, there is compelling evidence that entrenched patterns such as collective punishment have exacerbated
and prolonged the insurgency. Zenn has shied away from grappling with the damning and persistent allegations
that human rights abuses by the Nigerian security forces (and, increasingly, by the security forces of neighboring
countries) have made the crisis worse.[9] These are not abstract factors - they play into specific decisions by the
group. When Boko Haram attacked the notorious Giwa Barracks detention facility in March 2014 - was this
at the direction of al-Qa‘ida, or was it to avenge and free the hundreds of locals tortured and detained there?
Meanwhile, any explanation of Boko Haram must fail if it does not deal with Nigeria’s legacy of endemic
corruption. Corruption enabled Boko Haram’s initial rise, by hollowing out popular confidence in the state.
Corruption has also detracted from the fight against Boko Haram. As much as $15 billion was stolen from the
defense and security budget under the administration of Goodluck Jonathan (2010-2015),[10] and corruption
continues to plague counter-Boko Haram efforts under the Buhari administration.
Finally, it is worth making a comparison with more careful scholarship that focuses on other jihadist groups
with much more clearly documented international affiliations and support than Boko Haram (al-Shabab, for
instance). Such scholarship typically acknowledges the importance of local and regional political, social, and
military dynamics in shaping these groups’ actions, patterns of recruitment, and strategic goals.[11] Zenn’s
complete rejection of these factors in the face of documented evidence, comparable cases, and common sense
suggests a fundamental lack of intellectual honesty.
Zenn’s Key Omissions
In addition to challenging Zenn’s central argument, we take issue with how he has framed his article. By
adopting “case studies,” rather than giving the full chronology of Boko Haram’s interactions with al-Qa‘ida and
al-Qa‘ida affiliates, Zenn is able to skip over key episodes that undermine his argument. Most glaringly, Zenn
has little to say here - or in the other main writings of his that we could find - about the most important turning
point in Boko Haram’s history, its mass uprising in July 2009 against authorities in northeastern Nigeria.
Here is what Zenn writes in “Demystifying al-Qaida in Nigeria”:
Boko Haram carried out few attacks in Nigeria from 2004 to 2009. However, there was another
government crackdown on Boko Haram after Muhammed Yusuf announced in June 2009 that he
would soon launch a jihad and a “Chadian extremist with limited ties to al-Qaida” reportedly entered
Nigeria to launch an attack on “high profile targets” with Boko Haram. This crackdown in July 2009
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killed around 800 Boko Haram members including Yusuf (p. 178).
This framing is inaccurate – or perhaps intentionally misleading. As has been well documented, a series of
incidents in 2008-2009 increased tensions between Yusuf and the Nigerian authorities. These included Yusuf ’s
arrest by the State Security Service in November 2008, a clash between a Boko Haram funeral procession and
the Borno State anti-banditry unit Operation Flush II in June 2009, Yusuf ’s incendiary sermon “Open Letter
to the Federal Government of Nigeria” in June 2009, and Boko Haram’s mass uprising in July.[12] A dialectic of
mutual provocations between Boko Haram and Nigerian authorities, at the national and state level, led to the
uprising of 2009.
In discussing the background to the 2009 uprising, Zenn gives an extremely distorted version of these events.
Zenn implies that Yusuf simply “announced…he would soon launch a jihad” and then suggests that authorities
cracked down preemptively (which is wrong). Tellingly, the only source Zenn cites in this paragraph (endnote
37) is an article from an outlet called African Herald Express. The link that Zenn provides (http://www.afran.
info/modules/news/article.php?storyid=5884) is not only dead, it does not even appear in the Internet Archive’s
cache. Are no other, better sources available? Zenn cites neither Yusuf ’s sermon, which is available on YouTube,
nor any of the numerous credible articles and reports that describe the events of summer 2009 in detail. Such
sources demonstrate definitively that these events shaped the choices made by Yusuf and his supporters to
launch their uprising. Nor does Zenn even cite the Wikileaks cables referred to in the African Herald Express
article he links (we cite one such cable below, in footnote 14). If it is one of Zenn’s central contentions that
“analysis of primary source documents from Boko Haram and al-Qaida also paints a different story about
al-Qaida’s relationship with Boko Haram at the time of the group’s founding than is presented in most of the
literature” (p. 175), then why does he fail to cite any primary sources when describing the most pivotal event
in Boko Haram’s history?
The reason, it seems to us, is simple: if Zenn were to argue that al-Qa‘ida and AQIM were uninvolved or only
marginally involved in planning or launching the uprising, it would largely discredit his argument that alQa‘ida and AQIM definitively shaped Boko Haram’s actions. And indeed, the bulk of the evidence indicates
that there was no involvement by al-Qa‘ida or AQIM in the planning, timing, or execution of the July 2009
uprising. Despite the presence on Yusuf ’s “Shura Council” of several Nigerians who had international jihadist
connections,[13] local Nigerian authorities believed that al-Qa‘ida had deemed Yusuf “unreliable” well
before 2009.[14] Moreover, AQIM’s reaction to the uprising - expressing condolences, but never mentioning
involvement, and showing real ignorance of Boko Haram’s history, identity, structure, and goals[15] - strongly
suggests that AQIM was not involved.
If, however, Zenn were to argue that despite this evidence, al-Qa‘ida and AQIM were involved, he would
discredit his own arguments in another way - in this instance, he would be indicating that AQIM and al-Qa‘ida
were not masterful actors, but rather that they had contributed to Yusuf ’s bungling of the uprising. Here it is
worth noting that not only was the uprising likely sped up by several weeks due to early errors by its plotters,
but, more importantly, it resulted in the deaths of Yusuf and many other Boko Haram members. From a military
perspective, the uprising was a disaster for the movement.
Rebuttal of Zenn’s “Cases”
The question of AQIM and al-Qa‘ida’s impact on Boko Haram and of AQIM’s strategic sophistication leads
us now into the actual “cases” that Zenn presents. In his article, as throughout his work, Zenn has presented
failures as successes in order to paint the most distressing possible picture of al-Qa‘ida and AQIM. Consider
the first case – Zenn builds much of his analysis around the figure of Ibrahim Harun - but what did Harun
accomplish? Harun was arrested before he could perpetrate any of the terrorist attacks that Zenn describes him
plotting. Told from one angle, the story of Harun is the story of Nigeria’s close call with a master terrorist. But
viewed from another angle, Harun’s impact was negligible: a few plots, a few trips, minimal contact with the
most influential Boko Haram leaders on the ground in northern Nigeria, and then a flight to Libya where he
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was soon caught.
Zenn’s treatment of the early Boko Haram also raises questions about his use of evidence - again, not just in
this article, but in his broader body of work on Boko Haram and al-Qa‘ida’s affiliates. As elsewhere, Zenn
tweaks sources so that they fit into a neat argument. Consider this sentence by Zenn: “Al-Qaida in its alRisalah magazine in January 2017 also recognized Muhammed Ali as the Boko Haram founder and said his
initial funding came from ‘members of al-Qaida residing in the Arabian Peninsula’.”(p.176) But here is the full
passage:
“Then Allah guided a small number of Mujahidin from among the tribes, whose [sic] who would fight
in the Path of Allah against those who disbelieve in Allah without fearing the blame of the blamers. This
despite their small numbers and meager equipment and weaponry, their great weakness, inability and
incapacity, as well as the lack of support (for them) from the scholars, doctors, and others from among
those of whom our blessed Jihad is in need. Thus, they continued on their path under the leadership of
the Mujahid brother Abu Abdir-Rahman Muhammad Ali al-Barnawi (ra), after his Shaykh and mentor
Abu al-Bara al-Dourawi resigned from performing Jihad and reclined to the Dunya. This was in spite of
his striving and exerting much effort to establish a strong (and solid) foundation for Jihad, and reviving
the concept thereof in the hearts of our Muslim youth here (in Nigeria) with help and funding from
members of al-Qa’idah residing in the Arabian Peninsula (May Allah reward them with good). This is
after the traces of Jihad had been wiped out (from Nigeria) for more than two hundred years; however,
it is extremely regrettable that such financial support fell into the hands of people who were opposed
to Mujahidin.”[16]
Al-Risalah, then, neither recognizes Ali as Boko Haram’s founder nor says that the money from al-Qa‘ida
members ever reached him. It is true that al-Risalah’s account contradicts other narrations of these events –
but this is the point. Evidence about Boko Haram’s early history is mixed and contradictory, and it is not easy,
as Zenn implies, to reconstruct that history on the basis of “document analysis.” Revealingly, Zenn must draw
selectively from jihadist documents - themselves produced long after the events in question, and which were
written in the context of an internal power struggle between Boko Haram factions and offshoots in which
al-Risalah’s backers had taken sides - in order to tell the story he wishes to tell. Here we would stress that in
security studies circles, jihadist primary sources are often mistakenly credited with a reliability and a coherence
that few other fields attribute to their own primary sources. No serious historian of Nazi Germany, for example,
would hold up Nazi sources as the sole key to understanding pre-war and war-time developments.
If the issue of funding transfers from al-Qa‘ida to one individual, Muhammad Ali, is murky, then the issue of
what occurred in Yobe State in 2003 is exponentially murkier. Zenn’s one-sided account ignores a large mass
of evidence that is inconsistent with, or contradicts, his own preferred interpretation. Who were the group of
Boko Haram-linked individuals at Kanamma, Yobe, who rose up against authorities in December 2003? For
Zenn, these individuals - the “Nigerian Taliban” - constituted an al-Qa‘ida training camp. Yet contemporaneous
journalism, leaked cables from the U.S. Embassy in Nigeria, and the present authors’ own field research suggests
that the individuals at Kanamma were a heterogeneous group who engaged in activities as diverse as fishing,
providing wage labor on nearby farms, and meeting with local authorities. Local informants interviewed by
several authors of this response tell a complicated story. To them, the nucleus of the “Nigerian Taliban” were
radical students from the University of Maiduguri who had dropped out of school. Some were children of
wealthy traders and powerful politicians, but most were of peasant backgrounds from Borno and Yobe states,
and even from far away Kogi state. Others associated with the group later were conscripts. For example, Adam
Higazi interviewed a villager from the Gwoza area who had been captured by the “Nigerian Taliban” while
they were on the run in the Gwoza Hills. He and others were held hostage and made to carry weapons and
ammunition and act as guides. The interviewee was rescued by the Nigerian army after a shoot-out in the
Gwoza Hills in which several of the “Talibans” were killed.[17] The full picture of what happened at Kanamma
will likely never be known, but to depict the Kanamma group as a one-dimensional “jihadist training camp” is
simplistic. Here, we would remind the reader that the real question is whether al-Qa‘ida’s involvement was the
decisive factor in making Boko Haram and its antecedents lethal - and in this connection, we would remind
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the reader that the Kanamma uprising was a hasty, poorly planned maneuver that resulted in swift defeat, with
leading militants killed in the aftermath and Muhammad Yusuf scurrying off to Saudi Arabia in an effort to
save and later rehabilitate himself. Again, either al-Qa‘ida was peripheral or its involvement was disastrous.
Turning to Zenn’s next “case,” the 2009-2010 period, Zenn draws selectively from the recovered correspondence
between Boko Haram’s Shekau, AQIM’s ‘Abd al-Malik Droukdel and ‘Abd al-Hamid Abu Zayd, and al-Qa‘ida
central. This correspondence has established that AQIM offered training and funds to Boko Haram, but
additional context should temper Zenn’s claim that “al-Qaida had a significant impact on Boko Haram…in
assisting the group to launch a jihad in Nigeria after Abubakr Shekau became Boko Haram leader in 2009”
(p.177).
First, it is worth emphasizing what Zenn only briefly mentions – that whereas Shekau was eager for AQIM’s
material assistance, he rejected Droukdel’s advice on strategy. Droukdel explicitly advised Shekau not to declare
a jihad, which Shekau did anyway.[18] Second, there is no hard evidence linking Boko Haram’s September 2010
attack on a Bauchi prison to the training and the 200,000 Euro transfer (and indeed, no concrete evidence
about how and when that money was used) from AQIM to Boko Haram, much less to AQIM’s orders. Third,
Boko Haram’s attacks in 2010 (both before and after the Bauchi incident) included many assassinations in the
northeast, micro-incidents that relied on local members’ hyper-local knowledge of where their targets lived
and worked. These assassinations concentrated on local politicians, local Muslim leaders, and members of the
security services. If AQIM was playing a supporting role, it was not in a position of command and control over
Boko Haram.
Zenn’s third “case,” on suicide bombings in the Middle Belt, contains inaccuracies and his data would need
to be carefully checked. Zenn has not published his data set (see endnote 64) and he does not mention the
source of this data or the methods through which he compiled it. Is it from Nigerian media reports? The only
suicide bombings he discusses here are the two well-known bombings from summer 2011 in Nigeria’s capital
Abuja and a bombing at a church in Madalla on Christmas Day 2011. When it comes to the bombings beyond
Abuja and Madalla, can Zenn provide compelling evidence that all of these were suicide bombings? In the city
of Jos (Plateau State), for example, there were several suicide bombings from 2012, but more of the bombings
(starting on 24 December 2010) were not suicide attacks but involved car bombs or devices left in public places.
Can we be sure Zenn has correctly catalogued the bombings in the Middle Belt, discerning which were suicide
attacks and which were not? Moreover, some of these attacks were claimed by Boko Haram, but can Zenn prove
that every attack was carried out by Boko Haram or Ansaru?
The Middle Belt is a zone that has long experienced periods of inter-communal conflict, and in 2011-2012
the Boko Haram insurgency added a new level of uncertainty and mutual suspicion to an already volatile mix
of violence and tension. Zenn’s knowledge of this region is highly superficial, as shown by his definition of
the Middle Belt (footnote 63): “Nigeria’s ‘Middle Belt,’ which includes Kaduna, Jos (Plateau State), and areas
around Abuja, is a region of central Nigeria populated by diverse ethnic groups. It is where majority Muslim
northern Nigeria and majority Christian southern Nigeria meet and where religious clashes have taken place.”
Which states does Zenn include in the dataset he claims to have on suicide bombings in the Middle Belt?
There are several problems with Zenn’s understanding of the Middle Belt. First, the geographical coverage of
the “Middle Belt” is ambiguous and the term itself is politically contested, so it is important to specify which
states or areas of states one is including in the definition. Zenn does not do this. Usually, the Middle Belt
includes not only north-central Nigeria, but also parts of the north-west and north-east. The political ideology
of the Middle Belt originates from the late 1940s and has a broadly Christian orientation, defined by ethnic
minority groups who inhabited the administrative boundaries of the old Northern Region of Nigeria. Contrary
to what Zenn claims, it is inaccurate to define the Middle Belt as the meeting point of “majority Muslim
northern Nigeria and majority Christian southern Nigeria.” Some Middle Belt leaders sought to break away
from the old Northern Region in the 1950s and form a separate region. At different points in time, there have
been alliances between minorities in different states of northern Nigeria, including parts of southern Borno,

ISSN 2334-3745

208

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

Adamawa, southern Gombe, southern Bauchi, Plateau, southern Kaduna etc. Many considered themselves
to be part of the Middle Belt movement. It is misleading to cut out Muslim-Christian relations in the northeast from the wider Middle Belt and to emphasize attacks in the center over those in other parts of northern
Nigeria, as Zenn does:
“It was the suicide bombings in the Middle Belt that made Boko Haram a major threat to international
targets and to Nigeria’s unity. Nearly half of the suicide bombings in the Middle Belt targeted churches,
especially on holidays such as Easter and Christmas, which escalated Muslim-Christian tensions
because the Middle Belt is a fault line between Nigeria’s majority Muslim population in the north and
majority Christian population in the south” (p.180).
To be accurate, it was Boko Haram’s attacks on the federal capital of Abuja that increased the threat level for the
international community, especially after the bombing of the UN building in August 2011. If Zenn included
the bombings in Abuja as taking place in the Middle Belt that would also be misleading, because it is Federal
Capital Territory (FCT) and officially outside any geopolitical zone. The other international targets were not
generally in the Middle Belt. Non-Nigerian citizens whom Boko Haram or Ansaru possibly kidnapped and/
or killed, tended to be in areas of the north-west and north-east that would usually be considered outside the
Middle Belt. Even with terrible bombings in Jos, Kaduna, FCT, Kano, Bauchi and elsewhere, it was Muslims
and Christians in the north-eastern states of Borno, Yobe and Adamawa who were by far the worst affected by
Boko Haram attacks, in terms of the number of fatalities and the number of mosques and churches destroyed.
Contrary to what Zenn implies, bombings in Jos, Kaduna, Bauchi, Yola, Gombe and other towns in northern
or central Nigeria - including the Middle Belt - did not threaten Nigerian unity for reasons of there being a
metaphorical ‘fault line’ between north and south, but because adherents from different parts of the country
were affected in the attacks. The most serious tension was internal between Muslims and Christians in the
north, because such conflicts have a history and because Boko Haram never successfully attacked the south.
What Zenn also omits to mention is the bombings of public spaces such as motor parks and markets, where
Muslims and Christians were killed indiscriminately. This happened in Abuja and in different parts of the north,
not only in the Middle Belt. In the case of the polarized city of Jos, as well as there being several bombings of
churches and other targets in mainly Christian areas, there were subsequently attacks on a mosque and other
targets in mainly Muslim areas, in addition to neutral spaces which were mixed. The identity of the attackers
was hardly ever revealed and attribution for attacks was not always claimed by Boko Haram. However, research
in Jos suggests the population on both sides of the communal divide were strongly against Boko Haram, which
became a common enemy. As elsewhere, Zenn’s analysis is not based on fieldwork or academic knowledge of
the places he is writing about, or even good documentary evidence. He relies too heavily on press sources and
anonymous quotations from Nigerian intelligence and security officials.
Zenn’s contention that these bombings were primarily the work of Ansaru also appears highly speculative. As
discussed above, Zenn has built much of his career around the idea that Ansaru was a formidable, elite group
of AQIM-linked terrorists. But his writing here and elsewhere inflates the profile of Ansaru, a group that only
carried out a handful of publicly known attacks before largely fading from view in 2013. Zenn has consistently
argued, as he does here, that Ansaru reintegrated into Boko Haram after the French intervention in Mali in
2013. One of us has dealt critically, elsewhere, with the claims of Boko Haram and Ansaru training and fighting
in Mali.[19] But in any case, Zenn’s contention about Ansaru’s reintegration into Boko Haram is undermined
by some of the jihadist sources he cites - the above-mentioned al-Risalah essay, for example, makes no mention
of any reintegration. That essay evinces a bitterness toward Shekau that had not dimmed by the time of the
essay’s publication in January 2017. Here is the author of that essay, discussing Shekau:
“He even began killing the best of the Mujahidin from those who had memorized the Qur’an in its
entirety, and who were preservers of the Prophetic Ahadith. Brothers such as Shaykh Muhammad I
(ra), and before that the brother Khalid al-Barnawy (may Allah free him and all Muslim prisoners)
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upon whom they opened fire while he was in his car; however, Allah saved him from their plot. Indeed,
numerous brothers from among the Mujahidin were remorselessly killed, dozens of whom were accused
of being “transgressors”. Many of the Mujahid youth were killed for no reason other than not pledging
allegiance to “the Imam”, and which Imam is that? Numerous Mujahidin were separated from their
wives for “leaving the Jama’ah”, and which Jama’ah? By the Lord of the Ka’ba, that is what we have seen
and witnessed without the slightest exaggeration. Rather, they have committed more than what we have
mentioned, that which the mind would find impossible to attribute to a Muslim who fears his Lord,
let alone a Mujahid, and that is exactly what happened. We had previously found acceptance between
the general masses before they began committing these horrifying actions, like killing the Muslims,
plundering their wealth, displacing them and capturing their women in the name of sabaya (female
prisoners of war).[20]
Could it have been so easy to forgive? Why should Zenn’s argument that Ansaru reintegrated into Boko Haram
be accepted, when Ansaru’s own leaders never mention such a reintegration and continue to voice hatred for
Shekau?
At this juncture it is worth asking how much of a priority Boko Haram really was for al-Qa‘ida or AQIM.
Although one could argue that Nigeria represented an alluring prize, one could equally argue that AQIM never
cared much for Boko Haram. As we have discussed above, al-Qa‘ida’s and AQIM’s support for the early Boko
Haram was intermittent at best, and AQIM appears to have played no role in Boko Haram’s uprising. Moreover,
amid its leaders’ own arguments with each other in 2012, AQIM never bragged in its internal correspondence
about any successes it believed it had achieved vis-à-vis Nigeria. Zenn, attempting to rebut this argument,
seems to deliberately obfuscate the relevant chronology: whereas we note the absence of mentions of Boko
Haram in AQIM’s internal correspondence from 2012, as well as the lack of any visible trips by AQIM leaders
to northeastern Nigeria after early 2013, Zenn says, “Such ‘developments’ did not ‘enthuse’ AQIM because
when Boko Haram occupied territory in Nigeria in 2013 some of the group’s tactics, such as ‘enslaving’ the
kidnapped Chibok schoolgirls, using girls in suicide bombings and burning boys in their school dormitories,
were not to the liking of either AQIM or Ansaru members who did not rejoin Boko Haram” (p.182). It should
be borne in mind here that Boko Haram’s major attacks on boarding schools began in 2013, and the Chibok
kidnapping did not come until April 2014. How can these events explain the lack of mention of Boko Haram
in AQIM’s internal debates - debates about its own effectiveness - in 2012? And why would AQIM leaders not
have gravitated toward Nigeria in early 2013, after the fall of their emirate in northern Mali, if they had cared
so much about Nigeria? Zenn knows the chronology well, and so to us his explanation here comes across as a
deliberate attempt to mislead the non-specialist reader.
Finally, we would note that after years of speculation by Zenn about AQIM-Boko Haram connections, all that
the primary sources have conclusively shown about the post-2009 period is that some training occurred (the
numbers are not yet known), and 200,000 euros may have been transferred. For those analysts, like Zenn, who
want to hold up AQIM as the dominant factor in explaining Boko Haram’s rise and behavior, the question of
why AQIM did not do more for Boko Haram should be answered.
We close by noting that Zenn has misrepresented our own scholarship. This, to us, is the least important
part of the debate - we are more concerned about Zenn’s use of primary sources and evidence. But if we
have established here that Zenn manipulates the evidence, then the reader should also beware of how Zenn
discusses the secondary literature, and how he distorts chronology to imply that scholars neglected to mention
evidence that only became available after their publications appeared. Can it be that the area studies community
who has worked on northern Nigeria for years is naïve, while Zenn has found the key to understanding Boko
Haram through a handful of jihadist documents and a smattering of anonymous quotations in the press?
Zenn has been keen to point out instances where we revised some of our early skepticism about Boko Haram’s
interactions with AQIM. But is it not normal scholarly practice to update one’s understanding as new evidence
emerges? Zenn, in contrast, has had to overlook profound gaps, contradictions, and challenges to his own
assertions in order to argue the same thing in 2017 that he argued in 2013. And, to top it off, if the reader
remains unconvinced about the problems with Zenn’s analysis, we challenge the reader to assess Zenn’s record

ISSN 2334-3745

210

April 2018

PERSPECTI VES O N TERRORISM

Volume 12, Issue 2

of predictions about Boko Haram and Nigeria. None of us claims to have a crystal ball, but neither have we
been so egregiously wrong as Zenn - whether it comes to predicting Boko Haram’s imminent rapprochement
with al-Qa‘ida and the potential for the Malian jihadist leader Hamadou Kouffa to lead a Nigerian-Malian
alliance of ethnically Fulani jihadists (a forecast Zenn and a co-author made in 2016),[21] or to Zenn’s abovementioned fear-mongering about the potential for Islamist, “pro-sharia law” administration in Nigeria under
Muhammadu Buhari. A consistent predilection to cherry-pick evidence and to make alarmist predictions is
the mark not of a scholar, but of a partisan propagandist.
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[2] One example comes from “Nigerian Al-Qaedism,” where Zenn cherry-picks an off-handed reference to Algeria in one of Yusuf ’s lectures (which itself mostly concerned supererogatory night prayer) in order to argue that “the inﬂuence of Algerian Islamism on Yusuf ’s thinking cannot be understated.” If this was so, why did Yusuf not write at length about Algeria in his 2009 manifesto Hadhihi ‘Aqidatuna wa-Manhaj Da‘watina? Revealingly, Zenn has rarely cited that source, because it would provide almost no
support for his argument that Yusuf was tightly linked with al-Qa‘ida and its affiliates.
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[3] As discussed below, the account by Abu Usamatul Ansary in his “Message from Nigeria” says that money from the Gulf meant
for the early Boko Haram never reached the group. But Zenn ignores this contradiction with other sources.
[4] Available at URL: https://www.bowgroup.org/sites/bowgroup.uat.pleasetest.co.uk/files/Jacob%20Zenn%20Bow%20Group%20
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be considered an Islamist by any honest and informed observer of Nigerian politics) as his running mate. What actually happened
was that Buhari picked a Christian lawyer and part-time Pentecostal pastor, Yemi Osinbajo, as his running mate, and focused his
campaign on security and anti-corruption.
[6] Indeed, Zenn approvingly quotes Femi-Fani Kayode, a prominent pro-Jonathan media personality in 2014-2015, to argue that
the All Progressives’ Congress (Buhari’s party) was an Islamist party with sympathies for Boko Haram. See Zenn, op.cit.,pp. 11-12.
[7] See, for example, International Crisis Group, “Curbing Violence in the Nigeria (II): The Boko Haram Insurgency,” 3 April 2014,
pp. 11-12; URL: https://d2071andvip0wj.cloudfront.net/curbing-violence-in-nigeria-II-the-boko-haram-insurgency.pdf.
[8] See Mercy Corps, “‘Motivations and Empty Promises’: Voices of Former Boko Haram Combatants and Nigerian Youth,” April
2016; URL: https://www.mercycorps.org/sites/default/files/Motivations%20and%20Empty%20Promises_Mercy%20Corps_Full%20
Report.pdf; and United Nations Development Program, “Journey to Extremism in Africa: Drivers, Incentives and the Tipping
Point for Recruitment,” 2017; URL: http://journey-to-extremism.undp.org/content/downloads/UNDP-JourneyToExtremism-report-2017-english.pdf.
[9] See, for example, Amnesty International “Stars on Their Shoulders, Blood on Their Hands: War Crimes Committed by the Nigerian Military,” 2015; URL: https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/AFR4416572015ENGLISH.PDF .
[10] Eva Anderson and Matthew Page, “Weaponising Transparency: Defence Procurement Reform as a Counterterrorism Strategy
in Nigeria,” Transparency International, May 2017; URL: http://ti-defence.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Weaponising_Transparency_Web.pdf. See also: “Nigeria’s Vice President Says $15 Billion Stolen in Arms Procurement Fraud,” Reuters, 2 May 2016;
URL: https://in.reuters.com/article/nigeria-corruption/nigerias-vice-president-says-15-billion-stolen-in-arms-procurement-fraudidINKCN0XT1UK.
[11] See Stig Hansen, Al-Shabaab in Somalia: The History and Ideology of a Militant Islamist Group (London: Hurst & Company,
2013).
[12] All of these incidents are discussed at length in our own work, including the very publications that Zenn cites in his article.
[13] Letter from Abu Muhammad al-Hawsawi et al. to Abu al-Hasan al-Rashid al-Bulaydi, 2011, reproduced in Nasa’ih wa-Tawjihat Shar‘iyya min al-Shaykh Abi al-Hasan Rashid li-Mujahidi Nayjiriya, edited by Abu al-Nu‘man Qutayba al-Shinqiti (Mu’assasat
al-Andalus, April 2017), 15;
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www.dni.gov/files/documents/ubl2017/arabic/Letter%20from%20Abdallah%20Abu%20Zayd%20%E2%80%98Abd-al-Hamid%20
to%20Abu%20Mus%E2%80%99ab%20%E2%80%98Abd-al-Wadud%20(Arabic).pdf. A somewhat flawed English translation is
available at URL: https://www.dni.gov/files/documents/ubl2017/english/Letter%20from%20Abdallah%20Abu%20Zayd%20Abd-alHamid%20to%20Abu%20Mus%20ab%20Abd-al-Wadud.pdf.
[16] Abu Usamatul Ansary, “A Message from Nigeria,” Al Risalah 4 (January 2017):
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Upcoming and Recently Completed Ph.D. Theses
The Terrorism Research Initiative (TRI) seeks to stimulate and coordinate high-quality research in the field of
(Counter-)Terrorism Studies. One of TRI’s instruments are national and (sub-)regional networks of post-graduate
students working on their doctoral theses. TRI networks, led by a local coordinator who is usually her- or himself
working on a dissertation, exist in more than a dozen countries/regions. Two of the most active networks are two
be found in Canada and the Netherlands (including the Flemish-speaking part of Belgium). The two lists below
originate from these networks
Note: Each entry contains information on the (working) title of the doctoral dissertation, its author, the academic
institution where the thesis is being written (including name of supervisor where provided) and the expected date
of completion.
From TRI’s National Networks of Ph.D. Theses Writers: List of Canadian Ph.D. Theses
in Progress and Completed
Prepared by Ryan Scrivens
Ph.D. Theses in Progress:
Auer, Meagan
•

Megan Auer, meauer@ualberta.ca

•

Representations of terrorists in the media through an intersectional lens

•

Dr. Linda Trimble and Dr. Siobhan Bryne, Department of Political Science, University of Alberta

•

April 2022

Bencherif, Adib
•

Adib Bencherif, abenc026@uottawa.ca

•

Des insurrections touarègues au Mali et au Niger à l’exploration des récits: les pratiques de
représentation temporelle et spatiale

•

Dr. Cédric Jourde, School of Political Studies, University of Ottawa

•

2019

Bérubé, Maxime
•

Maxime Bérubé, m.berube@umontreal.ca

•

Understanding the framing of Jihad through Al-Qaeda’s inspired English-language propaganda

•

Dr. Benoit Dupont, École de criminologie, Université de Montréal

•

Fall 2018

Chan, Alice
•

W. Y. Alice Chan, alice.chan@mail.mcgill.ca

•

Religious bullying: Can religious literacy programs address this phenomenon?

•

Dr. Ratna Ghosh, Department of Integrated Studies in Education, McGill University
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December 2018

Crosset, Valentine
•

Valentine Crosset, valentine.crosset@umontreal.ca

•

Online visibility of Salafist-Jihadist movements across digital platforms: A case study on the Islamic
State

•

Dr. Samuel Tanner and Dr. Benoit Dupont, École de criminologie, Université de Montréal

•

April 2019

Dilimulati, Maihemuti
•

Maihemuti Dilimulati, maihemuti.dilimulati@mail.mcgill.ca

•

A comparative study of identity reconstruction experiences of highly educated Muslim Uyghur
immigrants in Quebec and English Canada

•

Dr. Ratna Ghosh, Department of Integrated Study in Education/Faculty of Education, McGill
University

•

March 2019

Ford, Katie
•

Katie Ford, katie.ford@uwaterloo.ca

•

Countering violent extremism on university campuses: A critical analysis and Canadian case study

•

Dr. Lorne Dawson, Department of Sociology, University of Waterloo

•

Late 2018

Haag, Julius
•

Julius Haag, julius.haag@mail.utoronto.ca

•

The impact of police-citizen encounters on perceptions of justice: Lived experiences of youth in
Toronto, Ontario

•

Dr. Scot Wortley, Centre for Criminology and Sociolegal Studies, University of Toronto

•

June 2019

Hai, Nadia
•

Nadia Hai, nadia.hai@carleton.ca

•

Rebels defining a cause: Movement narratives in Daesh and al Qaeda’s English-language magazines

•

Dr. Karim Karim, School of Journalism and Communication, Carleton University

•

April 2019

Hossain, Helal
•

Helal Hossain, helal.dhali@mail.mcgill.ca

•

Gender differences in the perception of Extremism among undergraduate students in Bangladesh:
Exploring the role of education
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•

Dr. Ratna Ghosh, Department of Integrated Studies in Education, McGill University

•

August 2021

Knoechelmann, Maike
•

Maike Knoechelmann, maike_knoechelmann@sfu.ca

•

Sexual assault in conflict zones: Exploring the phenomenon from a rational choice and social control
perspective

•

Dr. Garth Davies, School of Criminology, Simon Fraser University

•

2021

Landry, Joe
•

Joe Landry, joseph.landry@carleton.ca

•

From fragility to stability: Third party interventions in fragile states

•

Dr. David Carment, Norman Paterson School of International Affairs, Carleton University

•

Summer 2018

Macnair, Logan
•

Logan Macnair, lmacnair@sfu.ca

•

The phenomenology of radicalization

•

Dr. Richard Frank, School of Criminology, Simon Fraser University

•

Spring 2019

Masse, Johanna
•

Johanna Masse, johanna.masse.1@ulaval.ca

•

From resilience to armed resistance: Women’s activism during violent conflict

•

Dr. Aurélie Campana, Département de science politique, Université Laval

•

February 2019

Millett, Kris
•

Kris Millett, krisgmillett@gmail.com

•

Probing the emergence, mainstreaming and application of radicalization discourse in Canada

•

Dr. Amy Swiffen, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Concordia University

•

Spring 2020

Neal, Patrick
•

Patrick Neal, patrick_neal@bcit.ca

•

Active cyber defence as a deterrence option in the information society

•

Dr. Bernard Schissel, Interdisciplinary Studies, Royal Roads University

•

June 2018
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Neudecker, Christine
•

Christine Neudecker, christine.neudecker@rutgers.edu

•

The method to their madness: An analysis of terrorist attacks using risk terrain modeling

•

Dr. Joel Caplan and Dr. Leslie Kennedy, School of Criminal Justice, Rutgers University

•

June 2021

Nolan, Elanna
•

Elanna Nolan, elanna.nolan@geog.ubc.ca

•

Countering violent Extremism in multicultural cities: A comparative study of national security at the
local scale, in Melbourne and Vancouver

•

Dr. Dan Hiebert, Department of Geography, University of British Columbia

•

2019

Osterling, Anton
•

Anton Osterling, 602bvwcop@gmail.com

•

Lone wolf terrorism: Is it a Pandora’s box?

•

Dr. Nick Ridley, Department of Applied Social Sciences, London Metropolitan University

•

2020

Pumphrey, John
•

John Pumphrey, john.pumphrey@royalroads.ca

•

Using computational intelligence to inform where and how the Canadian Armed Forces might be
employed to prevent conflict

•

Dr. Eileen Piggot-Irvine, Faculty of Social and Applied Sciences, Royal Roads University

•

2019

Rahman, Mohammad Azizur
•

Mohammad Azizur Rahman, rahman17@myumanitoba.ca

•

Refugee labour market experiences and integration trajectories in Canada

•

Dr. Sean Byrne, Peace and Conflict Studies, University of Manitoba

•

2020

Rebbani-Gosselin, Meriem
•

Meriem Rebbani-Gosselin, meriem.rebbani@umontreal.ca

•

Making counter-radicalization: An ethnography

•

Dr. Samuel Tanner and Dr. Karine Côté-Boucher, École de criminologie, Université de Montréal

•

Spring 2020
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Rigato, Brandon
•

Brandon Rigato, brandonrigato@cmail.carleton.ca

•

Extreme cases: An examination of digital media, collectivism, and violent extremism

•

Dr. Merlyna Lim, School of Journalism and Communication, Carleton University

•

April 2020

Shkolnik, Michael
•

Michael Shkolnik, michaelshkolnik77@gmail.com

•

From nascent insurrections to full-blown insurgencies: Why some militant groups engage in
sustained armed conflicts

•

Dr. Jeremy Littlewood, Norman Paterson School of International Affairs, Carleton University

•

June 2019

Tiflati, Hicham
•

Hicham Tiflati, hicham.tiflati@gmail.com

•

Islamic schooling, identity, and belonging in Montreal: Islamic schooling’s impact on Muslim youth
identities and belongingness

•

Dr. Roxanne Marcotte, Département de sciences des religions, Université du Québec à Montréal;
co-supervised by Dr. Kevin McDonough, Department of Integrated Studies in Education, McGill
University

•

April-May 2018

West, Jessica
•

Jessica West, jessica.l.west@gmail.com

•

Building an immune system: Resilience as containment

•

Dr. David Welch and Dr. Simon Dalby, Balsillie School of International Affairs, Wilfrid Laurier

•

August 2018

Wu, Edith
•

Edith Wu, esw1@sfu.ca

•

A social network analysis of terrorism in the Middle East: From Al-Qaeda to the Islamic State

•

Dr. Garth Davies, School of Criminology, Simon Fraser University

•

2021

Recently Completed Canadian Ph.D. Theses:
Ahmed, Kawser
•

Kawser Ahmed, umahme33@myumanitoba.ca

•

Social conflict and peace-building: the perceptions, experiences, and contributions of leaders of
selected community-based organizations in Winnipeg, Manitoba
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Dr. Sean Byrne, Peace and Conflict Studies, University of Manitoba

•

December 2016
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Allspach, Anke
•

Anke Allspach, anke.allspach@ryerson.ca

•

Modern imperialism: Canadian renditions to torture and the Production of impunity for sovereign
racialized state violence

•

Dr. Carmela Murdocca, Department of Sociology, York University

•

May 2016

Amarasingam, Amarnath
•

Amarnath Amarasingam, amarnath0330@gmail.com

•

Pain, pride, and politics: Social movement activism and the Sri Lankan Tamil diaspora in Canada

•

Dr. Lorne Dawson, Religious Studies, Wilfrid Laurier University/University of Waterloo

•

February 2013

Amirault, Joanna
•

Joanna Amirault, joanna.amirault@humber.ca

•

Criminalizing terrorism: The impact of context and cohort effects on the sentencing outcomes of
terrorist offenders

•

Dr. Martin Bouchard, School of Criminology, Simon Fraser University

•

August 2014

Bakali, Naved
•

Naved Bakali, naved.bakali@mail.mcgill.ca

•

Islamophobia in Quebec secondary schools: Inquiries into the lived experiences of Muslim youth
post-9/11

•

Dr. Aziz Choudry, Department of Integrated Studies in Education, McGill University

•

June 2016

Clément, Pierre-Alain
•

Pierre-Alain Clément, pierrealain.clement@yahoo.com

•

L’État anxieux: le poids de la culture stratégique dans la législation antiterroriste américaine (20012016)

•

Dr. Charles-Philippe David, Département de science politique, Université du Québec à Montréal

•

May 2017

Cook, Alana
•

Alana Cook, alanac@sfu.ca

•

Risk assessment and management of group-based violence
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Dr. Stephen Hart, Department of Psychology, Simon Fraser University

•

April 2014
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Cook, Joana
•

Joana Cook, joana.cook@kcl.ac.uk

•

“We are just at the beginning of this process.” An agency-level interrogation of women in U.S.
counterterrorism efforts

•

Dr. Vivienne Jabri, War Studies, King’s College London

•

February 2018

Ducol, Benjamin
•

Benjamin Ducol, benjamin.ducol@icloud.com

•

Devenir Jihadiste à l’ère numérique, une approche processuelle et situationnelle de l’engagement
Jihadiste au regard du Web

•

Dr. Aurélie Campana, Département de science politique, Université Laval

•

2015

Gramaccia, Julie Alice
•

Julie Alice Gramaccia, lily.gramaccia@gmail.com

•

The construction of virtual terror: From bypassing traditional gatekeeping to online terrorist
propaganda

•

Dr. Anne Beyaert-Geslin, Département sciences de l›information et de la communication, Université
Bordeaux-Montaigne; Dr. Aurélie Campana, Département de science politique, and Dr. François
Demers, Département d›information et de communication, Université Laval

•

December 2017

Hofmann, David
•

David Hofmann, dhofmann@unb.ca

•

Warriors and prophets: The role of charismatic authority in the radicalization towards violence and
strategic operation of terrorist groups

•

Dr. Lorne Dawson, Department of Sociology, University of Waterloo

•

August 2015

Horncastle, James
•

James Horncastle, jhorncas@sfu.ca

•

The pawn that would be king: Macedonian Slavs in the Greek Civil War, 1946-1949

•

Dr. Andre Gerolymatos, Centre for Hellenic Studies/Department of History, Simon Fraser University

•

Fall 2016

Jardine, Eric
•

Eric Jardine, ejardine@cigionline.org
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•

The insurgent’s dilemma: A theory of mobilization and conflict outcome

•

Dr. Jeremy Littlewood, Norman Paterson School of International Affairs, Carleton University

•

May 2014

Kang, Charanjit
•

Charanjit Kang, unknown email address

•

The rise and decline of Sikh anti-state terrorism in India: An economic based explanation

•

Dr. Garth Davies, School of Criminology, Simon Fraser University

•

July 2013

Kilberg, Joshua
•

Joshua Kilberg, kilberg@carleton.ca

•

Organizing for destruction: How organizational structure affects terrorist group behaviour

•

Dr. Jeremy Littlewood, Norman Paterson School of International Affairs, Carleton University

•

2011

Kowalski, Jeremy
•

Jeremy Kowalski, jkowalski@wlu.ca

•

In and out of place: Islamitic domestic extremism and the case of the “Toronto 18”

•

Dr. William Jenkins, Department of Geography, York University

•

October 2014

Machold, Rhys
•

Rhys Machold, rhysmachold@gmail.com

•

Tentative securities: 26/11, Israel and the politics of mobility

•

Dr. Kim Rygiel, Department of Political Science, Wilfrid Laurier University

•

2015

McQuade, Joseph
•

Joseph McQuade, joseph.mcquade@mail.utoronto.ca

•

Terrorism, law, and sovereignty in India and the League of Nations, 1897-1945

•

Dr. Tim Harper, Faculty of History, University of Cambridge

•

November 2017

Mirzaei Yengejeh, Saeid
•

Saeid Mirzaei Yengejeh, saeid.mirzaei@uottawa.ca

•

Law-making by the security council in areas of counter-terrorism and non-proliferation of weapons
of mass-destruction

•

Donald McRae, Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa
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November 2016

Nash, Shannon
•

Shannon Nash, shannon.nash@utoronto.ca

•

Perception vs reality: The idea of Al Qaeda sleepers as a threat to American national security

•

Dr. Wesley Wark, Department of History, University of Toronto

•

September 2017

Ouellet, Marie
•

Marie Ouellet, marieo@sfu.ca

•

From emergence to desistance: The structural evolution of violent extremist networks

•

Dr. Martin Bouchard, School of Criminology, Simon Fraser University

•

August 2016

Romaniuk, Scott
•

Scott Romaniuk, scott.n.romaniuk@gmail.com

•

Under siege: Counter-terrorism policy and civil society organizations in post-socialist Hungary

•

Dr. Paolo Foradori, School of International Studies, University of Trento

•

April 2018

Scrivens, Ryan
•

Ryan Scrivens, ryan_scrivens@sfu.ca

•

Understanding the collective identity of the radical right online: A mixed-methods approach

•

Dr. Richard Frank, School of Criminology, Simon Fraser University

•

September 2017

Silva, Derek
•

Derek Silva, dsilva28@uwo.ca

•

Governing terrorism through preemption: A comparative analysis of radicalization in three western
liberal democracies

•

Dr. Mathieu Deflem, Department of Sociology, University of South Carolina

•

2017

Smythe, Leanne
•

Leanne Smythe, leanne.smythe@twu.ca

•

Non-traditional security in the post-Cold War era: Implications of a broadened security agenda for
the militaries of Canada and Australia

•

Dr. Brian Job, Department of Political Science, University of British Columbia

•

April 2013
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Speed, Shannon
•

Shannon Speed, sspeed@uwaterloo.ca

•

Governing the ban: The Canadian security certificate initiative and management of non-citizen terror
threats

•

Dr. Daniel O’Connor, Department of Sociology and Legal Studies, University of Waterloo

•

December 2017

Tishler, Nicole
•

Nicole Tishler, nicole.tishler@carleton.ca

•

Fake terrorism: Examining terrorist groups’ resort to hoaxing as a mode of attack

•

Dr. Jeremy Littlewood, Norman Paterson School of International Affairs, Carleton University

•

September 2017

Veilleux-Lepage, Yannick
•

Yannick Veilleux-Lepage, yvl@st-andrews.ac.uk

•

How terror evolves: An evolutionary framework for the study of terroristic techniques

•

Dr. Richard English, Centre for the Study of Terrorism and Political Violence, School of International
Relations, University of St Andrews

•

February 2018

Wegner, Nicole
•

Nicole Wegner, nlw980@mail.usask.ca

•

Inter-national imag(ining): Canada’s military in Afghanistan

•

Dr. J. Marshall Beier, Department of Political Science, McMaster University

•

March 2016
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Aerdts, Willemijn
•

Willemijn Aerdts, w.j.m.aerdts@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

•

Residual threat in the context of security and intelligence

•

Universiteit Leiden; Institute of Security and Global Affairs

•

Expected date of completion: 2020

Berge, Wietse van den
•

Wietse van den Berge, w.van.den.berge@fgga.leidenuniv.nl
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•

Examining decision-making within the conflict between Islamic State and the Kurdistan Region in
Iraq by using Graham Allison’s paradigms of foreign policy analysis

•

Universiteit Leiden; Institute of Security and Global Affairs; Prof. dr. Edwin Bakker, Prof. dr. Beatrice
de Graaf

•

Expected date of completion: November 2020

Boeke, Sergei
•

Sergei Boeke, s.boeke@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

•

Terrorism in Mali

•

Universiteit Leiden; Institute of Security and Global Affairs; Prof. dr. Edwin Bakker

•

Expected date of completion: end 2018

Dokter, Annemieke
•

Annemieke Dokter, adannemiek14@gmail.com

•

Indonesia in historical perspective - Muhammadiyah, Nahdlatul Ulama, Darul Islam en Jemaah
Islamiyah and the waves of Rapoport

•

Universiteit Utrecht; De Nederlandse Defensie Academie; Prof. dr. Bob de Graaff

•

Expected date of completion: unknown

Frissen, Thomas
•

Thomas Frissen, Thomas.frissen@kuleuven.be

•

Societal polarization and violent extremist ideation and the influences of communicative
environments.

•

KU Leuven; Institute for Media Studies; Prof. dr. Leen d’Haenens

•

Expected date of completion: October 2019

Gans, Ben
•

Ben Gans, B.Gans@uvt.nl

•

Stabilisation Operations as Complex Systems: Order and Chaos in the Interoperability Continuum

•

Tilburg University; Netherlands Defence Academy; Research School on Peace and Conflict (Norway);
prof. dr. Piet Ribbers, prof. dr. Paul van Fenema, prof. dr. Sebastiaan Rietjens

•

Expected date of completion: December 2018

Godefroidt, Amélie
•

Amélie Godefroidt, amelie.godefroidt@kuleuven.be

•

Analyzing the Impact of Terrorism on Social Cohesion in Nigeria and Belgium

•

KU Leuven, Faculty of Social Sciences, Centre for Research on Peace and Development

•

Prof. dr. Arnim Langer; Prof. dr. Bart Meuleman

•

Expected date of completion: September 2020
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Heide, Liesbeth van der
•

Liesbeth van der Heide, e.j.van.der.heide@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

•

Explaining Processes of Involvement in Terrorism

•

Universiteit Leiden; Institute of Security and Global Affairs; Prof. dr. Edwin Bakker; Dr. Marieke Liem

•

Expected date of completion: December 2018

Klem, Wouter
•

Wouter Klem, w.m.klem@uu.nl

•

Securing Europe, fighting its anarchists. Transnational police networks in the struggle against
terrorism, 1881-1914

•

Universiteit Utrecht; Department of History and Art History; Prof. dr. Beatrice de Graaf

•

Expected date of completion: November 2018

Kowalski, Michael
•

Michael Kowalski, m.kowalski@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

•

Ethics of counterterrorism

•

Universiteit Leiden; Institute of Security and Global Affairs; Prof. dr. Edwin Bakker

•

Expected date of completion: 2018

Mansoury, Elly
•

Elly Mansoury, elly.mansoury@vub.ac.be

•

The role of education in the polarization of society

•

Vrije Universiteit Brussel; Department of Political Science; Prof. dr. Dimokritos Kavadias

•

Expected date of completion: December 2020

Milosevic, Ana
•

Ana Milosevic, ana.milosevic@kuleuven.be

•

Understanding the social meanings of spontaneous memorials after the Brussels attacks

•

KU Leuven; Faculty of Social Science

•

Expected date of completion: 2018

Romagna, Marco
•

Marco Romagna, m.romagna@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

•

Hacktivism: Honourable cause or serious threat?

•

Universiteit Leiden; Institute of Security and Global Affairs; Prof. dr. Edwin Bakker, Dr. Bibi van den
Berg

•

Expected date of completion: June 2020

Roy van Zuijdewijn, Jeanine de
•

Jeanine de Roy van Zuijdewijn; j.h.de.roy.van.zuijdewijn@fgga.leidenuniv.nl
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•

Societal responses to terrorist attacks in Western Europe

•

Universiteit Leiden; Institute of Security and Global Affairs; Prof. dr. Edwin Bakker

•

Expected date of completion: 2020

Sikkens, Elga
•

Elga Sikkens, e.m.sikkens@uu.nl

•

Family and upbringing dynamics in radicalization and de-radicalization

•

Utrecht University, Department of Pedagogical and Educational Sciences; Prof. dr. Micha de Winter,
dr. Marion van San, dr. Stijn Sieckelinck

•

Expected date of completion: Fall 2018

Sterkenburg, Nikki
•

Nikki Sterkenburg, nikkisterkenburg@gmail.com

•

New radical right and extremist right in the Netherlands

•

Universiteit Leiden; Institute of Security and Global Affairs; Prof. dr. Edwin Bakker

•

Expected date of completion: 2019

Terpstra, Niels
Niels Terpstra, n.m.terpstra@uu.nl
•

Why do Civilians Comply with a Rebel Group? Towards a Better Understanding of Rebel Governance
and Legitimation Processes During Civil War

•

Universiteit Utrecht; Department of History and Art History; Prof. Dr. Ir. Georg Frerks

•

Expected date of completion: February 2020

Van Ostaeyen, Pieter
•

Pieter Van Ostaeyen, pieter.vanostaeyen@gmail.com

•

The usage of social media in the ideological strife between al-Qaeda and The Islamic State

•

Katholieke Universiteit Leuven; Faculty of Arts, Near Eastern Studies; Prof. dr. Prof. dr. John Nawas

•

Expected date of completion: 2019

Vernimmen, Jonas
•

Jonas Vernimmen, Jonas.vernimmen@kuleuven.be

•

The right to cultural identity: a legal analysis of value-based education as a means to prevent
radicalization

•

KU Leuven; Leuven Centre for Public Law, Education Law; Prof. dr. Kurt Willems

•

Expected date of completion: June 2020

Volders, Brecht
•

Brecht Volders, brecht.volders@uantwerpen.be

•

Nuclear Terrorism: organizational dynamics in constructing the bomb
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•

Universiteit Antwerpen; Department of Social Sciences; Prof. dr. Tom Sauer

•

Expected date of completion: September 2019
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Weggemans, Daan
•

Daan Weggemans, d.j.weggemans@fgga.leidenuniv.nl

•

Digital Risk Profiling

•

Universiteit Leiden; Institute of Security and Global Affairs; Prof. dr. Edwin Bakker

•

Expected date of completion: 2018

Whittaker, Joe
•

Joe Whittaker, 922288@swansea.ac.uk

•

Online Radicalisation

•

Swansea University; Universiteit Leiden; Prof. dr. Stuart MacDonald, dr. Lella Nouri, dr. Alastair
Reed, Sergei Boeke

•

Expected date of completion: September 2019

Wittendorp, Stef
•

European Union and counter-terrorism, 1975-present

•

Stef Wittendorp, s.wittendorp@rug.nl

•

Rijksuniversiteit Groningen; Department of International Relations and International Organization;
Prof. dr. J.H. de Wilde, Prof. dr. A.J. University;

•

Expected date of completion: Summer 2018

About the Compilers:
Jeanine de Roy van Zuijdewijn is Coordinator of the Dutch-Flemish Network of Ph.D. Theses Writers of the
Terrorism Research Initiative (TRI). She is a Researcher at the Institute of Security and Global Affairs of Leiden
University (Campus The Hague) and a Research Fellow of the International Centre for Counter-Terrorism. She
has a background in Liberal Arts & Sciences (BA) and International Relations (MA – cum laude).
Ryan Scrivens is Associate Theses Research Editor of ‘Perspectives on Terrorism’ and Coordinator of the
Canadian Network of Ph.D. Theses Writers of the Terrorism Research Initiative. He is also a Visiting Researcher
at the VOX-Pol Network of Excellence and a Research Associate at the International CyberCrime Research
Centre. He recently completed a Ph.D. in Criminology at Simon Fraser University and has since been awarded a
Horizon Postdoctoral Fellowship at Concordia University, working with Project SOMEONE to develop ways to
build resilience against radicalization leading to violent extremism and hatred.
Postscript: Entry from a country without a national TRI Network:
Vesna Poposka
•

Vesna Poposka, vpoposka88@gmail.com

•

International legal aspects for protection of the critical infrastructure against contemporary security
threats

•

Prof. Orce Popovski, Colonel at the Military Academy “ General M. Apostolski”- Skopje, Macedonia;

•

before the end of 2018
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Announcements
Job Vacancy at Perspectives on Terrorism
Assistant Editor for Conference Monitoring
The Editorial Team of Perspectives on Terrorism (PoT) is looking for a new member whose task would be
to maintain an online database on academic and professional conferences on terrorism and related subjects
(e.g. radicalisation, countering violent extremism). The person we look for will be responsible for creating an
online conference calendar that provides relevant information (venue, date, organiser, principal topics, call
for papers, keynote speakers, and registration details) in the database. The Assistant Editor for Conference
Monitoring will regularly provide conference-related information to over 8,000 readers and 16,000 social
media followers of Perspectives on Terrorism, with updates and Conference Alerts. The new Assistant Editor
would also develop and maintain a list of contact information of major associations and centres that are
organisers of specialised conferences and workshops relevant to the study of terrorism and counterterrorism.
Successful applicants for the new Assistant Editor for Conference Monitoring position should have
relevant computer- and Internet-search skills for creating an online web portal with direct hyperlinks
to relevant conference information. We will ask for a commitment to this task of monitoring
conferences for a period of minimally two years. Like all other positions with the Terrorism Research
Initiative and its journal Perspectives on Terrorism, this one is not remunerated. The ideal person we
have in mind would have experience as a reference librarian, but we are also open to applications
from others who have relevant experiences or are willing to invest time in acquiring these on the job.
Applications with a letter of motivation, a CV and two references should be sent to the Editor-in-Chief of PoT
at < apschmid@terrorismanalysts.com> before June 1, 2018.
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About Perspectives on Terrorism
Perspectives on Terrorism (PoT) is a joint publication of the Terrorism Research Initiative (TRI), headquartered
in Vienna, Austria, and the Institute of Security and Global Affairs (ISGA) of Leiden University, Campus The
Hague. PoT is published six times per year as a free, independent, scholarly peer-reviewed online journal
available at http://www.terrorismanalysts.com.
PoT seeks to provide a platform for established scholars as well as academics and professionals entering the
interdisciplinary fields of Terrorism-, Political Violence- and Conflict Studies.
The editors invite researchers and readers to:
• present their perspectives on the prevention of, and response to, terrorism and related forms of violent
conflict;
• submit to the journal accounts of evidence-based, empirical scientific research and analyses;
• use the journal as a forum for debate and commentary on issues related to the above.
Perspectives on Terrorism has sometimes been characterised as ‘nontraditional’ in that it dispenses with some
of the rigidities associated with commercial print journals. Topical articles can be published at short notice and
reach, through the Internet, a much larger audience than subscription-fee based paper journals. Our on-line
journal also offers contributors a higher degree of flexibility in terms of content, style and length of articles –
but without compromising professional scholarly standards.
The journal’s Research Notes, Special Correspondence, Op-Eds and other content are reviewed by members
of the Editorial Board, while its Articles are peer-reviewed by outside academic experts and professionals.
While aiming to be policy-relevant, PT does not support any partisan policies regarding (counter-) terrorism
and waging conflicts. Impartiality, objectivity and accuracy are guiding principles that we require contributors
to adhere to. They are responsible for the content of their contributions and retain the copyright of their
publication.
The Editorial Team of Perspectives on Terrorism consists of:
Prof. em. Alex P. Schmid, Editor-in-Chief
Prof. James J.F. Forest, Co-Editor
M.Sc. Christine Boelema Robertus, Associate Editor for IT
Prof. Gregory Miller, Associate Editor
Dr. John Morrison, Associate Editor
Dr. Bart Schuurman, Associate Editor
Dr. Aaron Y. Zelin, Associate Editor
Dr. Joshua Sinai, Books Reviews Editor
Dr. Judith Tinnes, Information Resources Editor
Dr. Ryan Scrivens, Associate Editor for Theses
Drs. Berto Jongman, Assistant Editor
Michael Palmieri, Editorial Assistant
Jodi Pomeroy, Editorial Assistant
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